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My  dear  Friend, 

Neither    the    energy   and   determined 

aftivity  of  Lord  Balcarres,  nor  the  fkill, 

Vol.  II.  B  bravery, 
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bravery^  and  fuccefles  of  General  Walpole^ 

feemed  to  avaU  in  thU  wstf;  The  whole 
range  of  cockpits  was  open  to  the  enemy : 

if  annoyed  in  one  they  chofe  another, 
and  the  contell  had  all  the  appearance  of 
being  an  endlefs  evil,  or  rather  one  that 
threatened  the  entire  deftrudion  of  the 
ifland ;  for  had  this  body  of  Maroons 
evinced  that  their  rebellion  was  not  a 
temporary  druggie,  but  a  permanent  and 
fuccefsful  oppofition  to  tlxe  Government, 
it  is  highly  probable  that  the  example 
might  in  time  have  united  all  the  turbolent 
fpirits  among  the  flaves  in  a  (imilar  ex«- 
periment,  if  not  in  the  fame  intereft;  or 
indeed  fuch  a  decided  triumph  might  have 
tempted  numbers  of  the  plantation  negroes, 
unwilling  before  to  change  a  (late  of  peace 
for  warfare,  to  join  the  Maroons :  at  all 
events  they  would  have  been  a  rallying 
point  for  every  drfcontented  (lave,  and  for 
all  who  dreading  punifhment  were  incited- 
by  their  fears  to  efcape.  The  lives  of 
the   colonlfts   muil    have    been  fpent   in 
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continual  tenor  j  maflacre  and  depredation 
would  have  fpread  throughout  the  country, 
and  all  the  credit  of  the  ifland  in  Great 
Britain  would  have  funk  to  nothing;  To 
complete  this  miferable  pi£hire,  the  foreign 
enemy,  when  fully  afliired  of  the  ftate  of 
the  colony,  would,  even  though  unable 
to  attempt  a  defcent,  have  kept  the  coafta 
in  conflant  alarm,  and  found  means  to 
maintain  the  fpirit  of  rebellion,  and  perhaps 
to  fupply  the  rebels  with  arms.  A  peace 
obtained  by  fupplication,  as  the  terrors 
of  fome  had  led  them  to  propcfe,  would 
have  been  equally  fatal  and  more  dl& 
graceful.  It  was  in  this  ftate  of  afikirfl, 
and  while  General  Walpole,  whofe  firm- 
nefs  bad  refcued  the  ifland  from  the  fliame 
of  a  precipitate  avowal  of  defpondence 
and  inability,  was  bent  on  compelling  the 
Maroons  to  folicit  terras,  that  an  unpre- 
meditated converfation  gave  rife  to  circum- 
ftances  that  eventually  put  an  end  to  a 
war,  in  which  force  and  military  (kill  alone 
might  have  been  foiled  for  years. 

B  2  Colonel 
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Caionel  <^arrdl  *j  who  had  been  npoa 
fefTice  with  the  troops  in  the  moudt^mh 
WM  compeUcd  by  the  ftate  of  his  health 
to  leai^Ec  die  head-quarterst  and  to  go  down 
to  the  iea*(hore.  There  he  met  with  an 
intelligent  Spaniard)  who,  talking  with 
him  on  the  (late  of  the  ifland,  related 
an  event,  to  which  Colonel  Quarrell  paid 
the  utmoft  attention,  as  he  thought  the 
ideas  it  fuggefted  might  proYe  of  import- 
ance to  the  country.  It  feema  that  fomo 
years  before,  when  -  the  Britiih  abandoned 
the  Mu(quito-ihore  to  the  Spaniards,  the 
latter  were  oppofed  by  the  native  Indians, 
who  had  always  fhown  the  moft  determined 

enmity  to  them.  Tliey  attempted  in  vain 
to  take  pofleffion  of  the  country  by  means 
of  a  military  force :  in  the  courfe  of  a 
very  few  months  they  loft,  from  furpiifea 

*  Colond  Quarrell  wiihed  mc  not  to  entitle  him  accord- 
ing to  his  militaiy  rank,  >^hich  he  confidcred  as  temporary; 
Wut  the  time  of  m-hich  1  treat  fuHy  juflifies  my  giving  him 
the  title  of  the  cank  he  thtn  held,  aod  ftiU  hoUs,  if  he  were 
called  into  fervice. 

and 
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and  ambuiheif,  nearly  thred  regimental- 
Compelled  to  abandob  the  pUce^  or  fall 
upon  fome  plan  of  countera^ing  the  Indian 
warfare,  they  imported  from  Cuba  thirty- 
fix  dog8  and  twelve  chafleurs,  who  were 
fent  by  the  Alcalde  Provinciale  ^,  at  the 
defire  of  Don  Juan  Defpolito,  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  Havanna.  Thefe  auxiliaries 
were  more  formidable  than  the  fineft  regi-> 
ment  of  the  moft  warlike  nation  coul4 
have  been;  and  from  the  time  of  their 
being  employed,  neither  furprife  nor  am- 
bufh  annoyed  the  troops,  the  Spaniards 
foon  fucceeded  in  expelling  the  Mufquito 
Indians  from  the  territory  on  the  coaft, 
and  quietly  occupied  Black  River,  Blue* 
fields,  and  Cape  Gracios  a  Deos.  In  what* 
ever  light  the  Philanthropift  may  view 
means  of  the  gentled  kind  when  ufed  to 
drive  men  from  their  native  lands,  he 
cannot  juftly  blame  the  harfaeft  adopted 
at  home,  when  felf-prefervation  is  the  end 

*  The  high-con  (lable  of  the  province  whence  the  dogs 
and  chafleurs  came* 
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propofed.  Had  the  cafe  been  reverfed; 
had  the  Indians  employed  dogs  in  driving 
away  the  Spaniards  and  keeping  them  from 
their  country,  fatisfadtion,  and  not  horror, 
would  have  been  the  emotion  excited.  It 
occurred  to  Colonel  Quarrell,  that  the  af- 
iiftance  of  a  certain  number  of  the  Cuba 
chaflfeurs  would  be  attended  with  happy 
effeds:  he  forefaw  that  the  very  terror 
they  would  fpread  would  induce  the  Ma- 
roons to  fubmit  on  proper  terms ;  and  he 
argued,  that  even  if  the  Commander  in 
Chief  were  compelled  to  bring  them  into 
adual  fervice,  it  would  be  better,  and  more 
for  the  intereft  of  humanity,  that  fome  of 
the  rebels  ihould  be  thus  deftroyed,  than 
that  the  mod  barbarous  maffacres  ihould 
be  committed  on  the  inhabitants,  and  the 
colony  ruined.  Swayed  by  thefe  motives, 
be  fuggefted  the  fcheme  to  the  Speaker 
and  feveral  Members  of  the  Houfe  of 
Affembly,  to  be  laid  before  the  Lieutenant* 
Governor.  The  Houfe,  however,  mif- 
conccived  the  plan :    in  th?ir  anxiety   to 

fparc 
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(pare  die  lives  of  the  troops  in  fo  unequ2d 
a  warfare,  they  approved  of  the  means 
propofed,  but  contented  tfaemfelves  with 
recommending  that  a  pecuniary  encourage-r 
xnent  fhould  be  given  to  the  Spaniards 
trading  to  the  Nonh  fide  of  the  ifland, 

to  bring  over  a  few  dogs,  in  order,  to  fee 

■ 

what  effect  the  importation  would  have. 
Colonel  QuarreU,  who  had  now  retained 
the  Spaniard  with  whom  he  had  converfed^ 
and  two  others  in  his  pay,  reprefented  the 
inutility  of  this  meafure,  preflfed  the  con« 
dueling  of  the  buiinefs  on  furer  grounds 
and  a  more  extenfive  plan,  and,  having 
obtained  full  information  on  the  fubjed, 
offered  to  take  the  bufmefs  upon  himfelf, 
provided  he  were  furni(hed  with  a  veflel 
and  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Jamaica 
to  the  Spaniih  Governor  at  the  Havanna, 
requefling  permiflion  for  liim  to  purchafe 
dogs.  The  Government,  having  taken  the 
offer  into  confideration,  acceded  to  the 
propofal ;  a  fchooner  called  the  Mercury, 
carrying  twelve  guns,  was  fent  down  to 

B  4  Blue- 
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Bluefieldsy  an  open  road  at  the  weftern 
extremity  of  Jamaica;  and  a  letter  was 
tranfmitted  to  Colonel  Quarrell,  addrefled 
to  Don  Luis  de  las  Cafas,  the  Governor  at 
the  ELavanna,   recommending  the  bearer 
of  it  to  bis  attentions  as  a  commiffioner 
for  the  purpofes  mentioned  in  it,  and  like-' 
wife  as  a  member  of  the  legiflature,  and 
A  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  troops.     When 
the  captain  of  the  veffel  delivered  his  dif- 
patches,  the  commiffioner  was  ill  with  a 
fever  r  but  fo  anxious  was  he  that  nothing 
ihould  delay  the  fervice,  that  he  imme- 
diately went  on   board,   and  the  captain 
requefting  orders  for  the  time  of  failing, 
he  anfwered,  that  inftant.   The  crew  of  the 
fchooner  confided  of  four  Britifh  feamen, 
twelve  Cura9oa  negroes,  and  eighteen  Spa- 
nifh  rcnegadoesj  but  notwithftanding  the 
unpromifing,  or  rather  alarming  appearance 
of  fuch  a  fet  of  men,  the  commiffioner, 
with  a  friend  *,  whom  he  had  invited  to 

*  CaptaiQ  Gilpin  of  th«  militia. 

accom- 
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accompany  him  on  the  voyage,  and  their 
two  fervants,  embarked  at  Bluefields  in  the 
end  of  the  month  of  Odober  1 795. 

Let  us  now  take  leave  of  General  WaU 
pole  and  the  Trelawney  mountains,  of 
the  vAffarooos  and  the  cockpits,  for  a  few 
weeks ;  let  us  fet  fail  in  the  fchooner,  and 
let  us.  accompany  the  commiffioner  in  his 
expedition  to  Cuba,  remembering,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  fole  objed  of  it  was  to 
quell  the  Maroon  rebellion.  We  will  not, 
however,  take  our  departure  till  we  have 
invefligated  the  juftice  of  the  means  pro- 
pofed  for  the  end  in  view.  The  argiK- 
ment  has  been  dated  thus : 

'*  The  Affcmbly  of  Jamaica  were  not 
unapprized  that  the  meafure  of  calling  in 
fuch  auxiliaries,  and  ufmg  the  canine 
fpecies  againft  human  beings,  would  give 
rife  to  much  animadverfton  in  England; 
and   that  the  horrible  enormities  of  the 

Spaniards  in  the  conqueft  of  the  new  world, 

# 
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Would  be  brought  again  to  remembriance* 
It  is  but  too  true,  that  dogs  were  ufed  by 
thofe  ChrifUan  barbarians  againft  the  peace- 
ful and  inoffenfive  Americans,  and  the 
juft  indignation  of  mankind  has  ever 
iince  branded,  and  will  continue  to  brand, 
the  Spanifh  nation  with  infamy,  for  fuch 
atrocities.  It  was  forefeen,  and  ftrongly 
urged  as  an  argument  againft  recurring 
to  the  fame  means  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
that  the  prejudices  of  party,  and  the 
virulent  zeal  of  reftlefa  and  turbulent  men, 
would  place  the  proceedings  of  the  Aflem- 
bly  on  this  occafion,  in  a  point  of  view 
equally  odious  with  the  conduct  of  Spain 
on  the  fame  blood-ftained  theatre,  in  times 
pad.  No  allowance  would  be  made  for 
the  wide  difference  exifting  between  the 
two  cafes.  Some  gentlemen  even  thought 
that  the  co-operation  of  dogs  with  Britifli 
troops,  would  give  not  only  a  cruel,  but 
a  very  daftardly  complexion  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  GovernmenU 

''  Tq 
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•*  To  thcfe  and  fimilar  objections,  it 
was  anfwered,  that  the  fafety  of  the  ifland 
aind  the  lives  of  the  inhabitants  were  not  to 
be  facrificed  to  the  apprehenfion  of  perverfc 
mifconftruftion  or  wilful  mifreprefentation 
in  the  mother  country.  It  was  main- 
tained, that  the  grounds  of  the  meafure 
needed  only  to  be  fully  examined,  and 
fairly  ftated,  to  induce  all  reafonable  men 
to  admit  its  propriety  and  neceflity.  To 
hold  it  as  a  principle,  that  it  is  an  a£t  of 
cruelty  or  cowardice  in  man  to  employ 
other  animals  as  inftruments  of  war,  is  a 
podtion  contradided  by  the  practice  of  all 
nations.  The  Afiatics  have  ever  ufed 
elephants  in  their  battles ;  and  if  lions  and 
tygers  poffeffed  the  docility  of  the  elephant, 
no  one  can  doubt  that  thefe  alfo  would  be 
made  to  afEft  the  military  operations  of 
man,  in  thofe  regions  where  they  abound. 
Even  the  ufe  of  cavalry,  as  eftablifhed 
among  the  moft  civilized  and  poliflied 
nations  of  Europe,  muft  be  rejeded,  if 
this  principle  be  admitted;    for  wherein, 

2  it 


(  I*  ) 

it  was  aiked,  does  the  humanity  of  thai 
doctrine  confift,  which  allows  the  employ* 
inent  of  troops  of  horfe  in  the  purfuit  of 
difcomfited  and  flying  infantry,  yet  fhrinks 
at  the  preventive  meafure  of  fparing  the 
efiufion  of  human  blood,  by  tracing  with 
hounds  the  haunts  of  murderers,  and 
roufmg  from  ambufh,  favages  more  fero« 
cious  and  blood-thirfty  than  the  animals 
which  track  them  ? 

•*  The  merits  of  the  qucftion,  it  was 
faid,  depended  altogether  on  the  origin  and 
caufe  of  the  war,  and  the  objedls  to  be 
obtained  by  its  continuance;  and  the  au« 
thority  of  the  moft  celebrated  writers  on 
public  law  was  adduced  in  fupport  of  this 
conftrudion.  ^  If  the  caufe  and  end  of 
war,*  fays  Palcy,  *  be  juftiiiable,  all  the 
means  that  appear  neceflary  to  that  end 
arc  jurtitiable  allb.  This  is  the  principle 
which  defends  thofe  extremities  to  which 
the  violence  of  war  ufually  proceeds :  for 
fnicc  war  is  a  conteft  by  force  between 

parties 
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parties  who  acknowledge  no  common  fu- 
perior,  and  fmce  it  includes  not  in  its  idea 
the  fuppofition  of  any  convention  which 
fhoukl  place  limits  to  the  operations  of 
force,  it  has  naturally  no  boundary  but 
that  in  which  force  terminates ;  the  deflxuc* 
tion,  of  the  life  againft  which  the  force  is 
dire^ed/     It  was  allowed,  with  the  fame 
author,  that  ufelefs  and  wanton  barbarities 
derive  no  excufe  from  the  licence  of  war, 
of  which  kind  is  every  cruelty  and  infult 
that  ferves  only  to  exafperate  the  fufFerings, 
or  to  increafe  the   hatred  of  an  enemy, 
without  weakening  his  flrength,  or  in  any 
mantel  tending  to  procure  his  fubmifTion ; 
fuch  as  the  flaughter  of  captives,  fubjeding 
them  to  indignities  or  torture,  the  viola- 
tion :of  women,  and  in  general  the  dcdruc-- 

ff 

tion  or  defacing  of  works  that  conduce 
nothing  to  annoyance  or  defence.  Thefe 
enormities  are  prohibited  not  only  by  the 
praftice  of  civilized  -  nations,  but  by  the 
law  of  nature  itfelf,  as  having  no  proper 
tendency  to  accelerate  the  termination,  or 

accom- 
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aceomplifli  the  ohjtCt  of  the  war,  and  as 
cpumhung  that  which  in  peace  or  war  is 
tquaUy  unjuftifiabley  namely,  ultimate  and 
ul'clelk  milchief.  Now  all  thefe  very  enor- 
miticfi  were  praAifed,  not  by  the  colonifb 
igainft  the  Maroons,  but  by  the  Maroons 
againft  the  colonifts.  Humanity  therefore, 
U  wai  (aid|  was  no  way  concerned  in  the 
expedient  that  was  propofed,  or  any  other 
by  which  fuch  an  enemy  could  be  molt 
fpeedily  reduced*." 

Tlie  Maroons,  though  not  coming,  more 
than  other  people  at  war,  within  the  defi- 
nition of  the  term  murderers,  with  which 
they  are  branded  in  this  ftatement  of  the 
argument,  were,  like  moft  uncivilized 
people,  and  not  unlike  fome  civilized  na- 
tions, hurried  by  unruly  paflions  to  ads  of 
barbarity.  Depredation,  devaftadon,  and 
maflacre,  difgrace  the  wars  not  only  of 
favagc.n,  but  of  Chriftians,  or  nations  fo 

^  Edw»rd%. 
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caUed.  What  are  the  horrors  of  the 
Maroon  war  in  comparifon  with  thofe  we 
can  trace  throughout  the  French  Re^rolu- 
tion  ?  Wherever  we  follow  them,  we  fee 
the  mod  ihocking  depravity  of  human 
nature*  I  have  already  (hown  that  the 
Maroons,  (kfe  themfelves  in  their  natural 
and  impregnable  garrifons,  fent  out  parties 
to  furprife  and  deftroy,  to  maflacre  the 
unprepared,  and  to  burn  houfes  and  plan^ 
tations.  They  had  defied,  they  had  foiled 
Britifh  troops;,  the  colonifts  were  in  de- 
fpair;  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that 
General  Walpole  had  prevailed  upon  an 
aflembly  of  them  to  refrain  from  a  con* 
ceilion  that  was  pregnant  with  ruin.  In 
fuch  a  fituation,  what  archfophift  will 
maintain  that  delicacy  was  to  be  preferved 
in  the  means  of  removing  fuch  an  evil  ? 
Were  a  man  bit  by  a  mad  dog,  would  ha 
fcruple  to  cut  or  burn  out  the  part  which 
had  received  the  contagion?  Do  we  not 
amputate  a  limb  to  fave  the  body  ?  And 
if  felf-prefervation  didate  thefe  perfonal 

fuffer- 
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,  fufferlngs,  fhall  not  the  prefervation  of  a 
large  community  juftify  the  ufe  of  the 
readied)  perhaps  the  only  means  of  avert* 
log  its  deftrudion?  How  different  tht 
cafe  from  that  of  the  Spaniards  hunting 

«  the  native  Americans !    How  diSlbrent  from 
the  conduct  of  the  Romans,  fitting  at  eafe 
in  their  amphitheatres  to  enjoy  the  fight  of 
criminals  encountering  wild  beafts!    How 
different  from   that  moft  horrible  of  all 
horrid  diverfions  the  Crypda,  in  which  the 
poor  unoffending  Helots  were  hunted  and 
poniarded  by  the  Spartans !     Thefe  were, 
indeed,  cafes  of  wanton  barbarity ;  but  the 
man  who  fays  that  the  colonifts  x)f  Jamaica 
were  cruel  in  hiring  the  Spanifh  chaileurs, 
will  be  inconfiftent   if  he  does  not  con- 
demn the  practice  of  keeping  watch-dogs, 
left    they    (hould    injure     the     nocturnal 
prowler ;  or  if  he  allow  that  he  might  fave 
his  own  life,  or  the  lives  of  others,  by 
letting  his  dog  on  a  lawlefs  band  of  af* 
failants»      The    clamour,    therefore,    that 
was  raifed    in    England   againft  the  em- 
ployment 
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ployment  of  the  Spaniih  chaileurs  was 
groundlefs  and  unjuft,  an^  it  will  be 
admitted  to  be  the  more  fo,  whea  it  1$ 
known,  that  all  that  was  at  firft  expected 
by  the  inhabitants  from  the  ufe  of  the 
dogs,  was  to  difcover  ambuihes  laid  by 
the  Maroons,  in  order  that  they  might  be 
defeated;  and  that  many,  doubting  even 
this  good  efFeft,  ridiculed  the  projedl: 
nay,  the  extent  of  the  plan  was  unknown, 
and  the  mode  of  executing  it  uncertain. 
The  commiflioner,  feeling  for  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  ifland,  had  fuggefted  it;  the 
planters  finding  every  other  expedient  tried 
in  vain,  and  eager  to  feize  on  any  hope, 
were  anxious  to  try  it;  and  Lord  Bal- 
carres,  foiicitous  for  their  welfare,  com- 
plied with  their  wiflies,  on  their  repre- 
fenting  the  probability  of  its  anfwering  a 
good  purpofe.  Cruelty  was  entirely  fo- 
rdgn  tp  the  projed :  the  ifland  had  been 
thrown  into  fo  fingular  and  alarming  a 
dilemma,  that  no  means  which  might  ex- 
tricate it  could  be  deemed  cruel.  The 
.  Vol.  II.  C  com- 
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commiilioner^s  humanity  and  kindnefs  to 
his  own  black  people  arc  well  known  in 
Jamaica;  I  myfelf  bear  witnefs  to  it,  having 
had  an  opportunity,  by  refiding  at  his  houfe 
for  a  confiderable  time,  to  be  well  ac- 
quainted with  his  difpofition ;  and  I  be- 
lieve that  his  flaves  enjoyed  a  far  greater 
portion  of  happinefs  than  the  generality  of 
the  poor  in  any  country  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth.  But  had  it  been  otherwife,  had 
the  fuggefUon  proceeded  from  a  defpotic 
and  ferocious  fpirit,  bent  on  the  extermi- 
nation of  fome  of  the  human  fpecies  by  a 
barbarous  expedient,  it  is  not  likely  that 
a  mild,  humane,  and  beneficent  mind,  like 
that  of  Lord  Balcarres,.or  that  the  majority 
of  any  affembly  of  educated  men,  would 
have  concurred  in  the  experiment.  It 
appeared  to  them  at  that  time,  as  it  muil 
appear  now  to  every  rational  man,  a  choice 
of  two  evils  J  and  the  one  wifely  chofen 
was  trivial  in  comparifon  with  the  magni- 
tude of  the  other. 

With 
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With  refpeft  to  the  fcheme,  it  is  a  hGt 
that  the  LieutenantrGovernor  himftlf  was, 
at  the  time  of  the  commiifioners's  departure 
for  Cuba,  hardly  aware  of  the  extent  of  it. 
Colonel  Quarrel!  wasi  empowered  to  aft 
according  to  the  bed  of  his  judgment  and 
difcretion,  but  the  letter  to  Don  Luis  de 
las  Cafas,  only  requeftcd  permifTion  to  pur* 
cbafe  a  few  dogs.  Had  Lord  Balcarres 
been  apprized  of  the  rifle  the  commiilioner 
incurred,  or  the  certainty  of  the  oppofition 
the  plan  in  its  full  extent  would  meet 
from  the  Governor  of  the  Havanna,  it  is 
probable  that  his  Lordfliip  would  not  have 
concurred  in  it.  But  very  different  were 
the  fentiments  of  the  commiflioner :  having 
once  imprefled  upon  his  mind  that  the 
execution  of  the  defign  he  had  fuggefted 
would  fave  the  ifland  from  the  ruin  that 
threatened  it,  he  refolved  to  venture  his 
life,  and  to  ufe  his  own  refources,  in 
accomplifhing  his  object.  Nor,  as  it  will 
foon  appear,  was  it  an  eafy  or  fafe  under- 
taking; the  end  was  clear,  the  means  of 
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efTcfbing  it  obfcure  and  doubtfuL  The 
commiffioner  determined  not  only  to  ob- 
tain dogs  but  chafleurs ;  he  had  to  confide 
much  in  Spaniards,  of  whofe  fidelity  he 
could  not  be  certaia;  and  while  he  was 
oftenfibly  purchafing  a  few  dogs,  he  was 
to  manage  to  procure  their  mailers,  with- 
out whom  the  animals  would  have  been 
of  no  ufe.  Such  an  undertaking  required 
uncommon  adivity  and  a  penetrating  mind, 
as  you  will  have  occafion  to  obferve  more 
than  once  in  the  courfe  of  this  expedition ; 
to  which  we  will  now  return. 

The  fchooner  on  board  of  which  the 
commiflioncr  embarked,  leaving  the  weft 
end  of  Jamaica,  flood  to  the  northward  in 
a  diTcQ,  courfe  for  the  port  of  Trinidad, 
which  it  was  neceflary  to  make,  in  order 
to  procure  pilots  to  carry  her  through  the 
iflands  and  banks  called  the  Jardines  del 
Reine^  an  intricate  navigation,  to  Batabano,. 
another  port  lying  in  a  very  deep  "bay, 

within  the  ifle  of  Pines,  on  the  South  fide 

of 
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of  Cuba,  at  the  diftance  of  about  forty* 
five  miles  from  the  Havanna,  acrofs  the 
ifland. 

As  in  giving  you  an  account  of  this 
expedition,  I  wi(h  to  amufe  as  well  as 
inform  you,  I  take  it  for  granted  you  will 
not  be  difpleafed,  that  I  do  not  conceive 
myfelf  debarred  by  my  fubjedt  from  re- 
lating occurrences  that  took  place  in  the 
courfe  of  it,  even  though  not  immediately 
neceflary  to  the  elucidation  of  my  principal 
narrative.  The  traveller  who,  fpeeding 
from  poft  to  poft  towards  his  journey's 
end,  difdains  to  caft  a  look  to  the  right 
or  to  the  left,  and  who  confiders  a  little 
chat  with  a  ftranger  on  the  way  as  lofs  of 
time,  may  attain  the  objeA  he  propofed 
at  fetting  out,  and  get  the  fooner  over  his 
road  J  but  he  furely  travels  more  pleafantly 
who  carries  with  him  a  difpofition  to  de« 
light  in  the  tranfient  fcenes  through  which 
he  pafles,  and  in  accidental  events  that 
offer  themfelves  to  his  enjoyment.     If  in 
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avoiding  the  trammels  of  hiftorical  com- 
pofition,  I  hoped  to  fhelter  myfclf  from 
the  feverity  of  criticifm,  you,  my  dear 
friend,  and  my  other  readers,  will,  I  truft, 
be  on  your  part  pleafed  with  the  latitude 
I  have  gained  by  my  candid  artifice,  of 
bringing  to  your  view  objeds  collaterally 
conne&ed,  and  of  making  you  as  it  were 
a  party  in  the  fcenes  I  defcribe. 

Soon  after  leaving  Jamaica,  the  com- 
miffioner's  veflel  was  chafed  for  fome 
hours  by  another  fchooner,  which,  on 
coming  down  fo  near  as  to  perceive  her 
chace  to  be  an  armed  veffel,  hauled  her 
wind,  and  flood  precifely  the  fame  courfc 
with  the  Mercury,  which  now  in  turn 
gave  chace,  and  came  up  with  the  other 
veflel  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Without  waiting  for  an  explanation  the 
latter  fired,  on  which  the  Britifli  fchooner 
gave  her  a  broad  fide.  She  then  flruck, 
and  proved  to  be  Spanifh,  having  two  and 
thirty  men,  and  ten  guns,  with  a  cargo 

of 
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of  thirty-two   thoufand  dollars.     At   this 
period  the  Spaniards  were  in  amity  with 
England,  and  at  war  with  France;  but  it 
wa8  neceffary  to  take  and  keep  pofleflioa 
of  her  till  the  next  mgrning,  in  order  to 
afcertain  what  fhe  was.     Except  one  man 
wounded,    {he   had   fuficred    no    damage 
from  the  attack  in  the  night ;  and  all  the 
lofs  {he  fudained  was  a  few  hundred  dol- 
lars {lolen  by  the  Cura9oa  negroes,   who 
had  been  fent  on   board   to  take  charge 
of  her.     This  {he  merited  for  firing  pre- 
cipitately, which   made   it   impoffible  for 
the  commiflioner  to  reftrain  his  vagabond 
crew,  who  were  indeed  the  fcum  of  rene- 
gadoes,  and  from  whom  more  danger  was 
to  be  apprehended  than  from  any  privateer^ 
however  hoftile.     Throughout  the  paflage, 
the  few  Englifli  who  were  on  board  the 
fchooner,    thought    it   neceffary   to   keep 
poffe{£on  of  the  quarter-deck   and  cabin 
with  arms.      Privateering   not   being  the 
objedl^  of  the  voyage,   and  the  Spaniard 
piaking  an  apology  for  firing,  declaring 
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that,  not  being  able  to  diilinguifli  the 
Britifli  colours  in  the  night,  he  had  taken 
the  Mercury  for  a  French  privateer,  his 
vefTel  was  allowed  to  proceed  on  her 
voyage  *. 

Shortly  after  this  encounter,  the  Briti0i 
fchooner  arrived  at  the  port  of  Trinidad, 

where  the  commifiioner  immediately  waited 
upon  the  Governor  of  the  place,  and,  in- 
forming  him  that  he  had  difpatches  from 
Lord  Balcarres  to  Don  Luis  de  las  Cafas 
at  the  Havanna,  requefted  to  be  provided 
with  pilots  for  the  paffage  of  the  Jardines 
to  BatabanOt  He  was  very  politely  re- 
ceived, and  afTured  that  the  pilots  fhould 
be  ready  maniana^  that  is,  to-morrow.  To- 
morrow, however,  a  grand  ball  was  given 

*  This  fchooner^  which  was  in  a  complete  ftate  for 
cruizing,  weot  on  to  Kingfton  in  Jamaica,  and  was  there 
transferred  to  a  fet  of  men  little  better  than  banditti,  who 
embarked  to  make  the  mod  of  the  chances  afforded  them 
at  fea.  The  Spaniard  laid  out  his  doUars  for  BritiA  goods, 
which  he  ihipped  on  board  other  veffels, 

in 
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in  honour  of  the  arrival  of  the  cora-t 
miffioner,  who  was  fo  ill  that  he  could 
hardly  walk,  having,  as  we  have  fecn, 
left  Jamaica  with  a  fever  on  him :  but 
Spanifh  politenefs  admitted  of  no  refufil. 
A  large  long-tail  mule,  caparifoned  with 
a  demi-peak  faddle,  immenfe  gilt  ftirnips, 
and  a  large  gilt  bit  to  the  bridle,  and 
almofl:  hid  by  a  red  laced  holfter-cap  and 
houfing,  was  difpatched  with  a  number 
of  lanterns  and  mufic,  to  bring  him  up 
to  the  houfe  of  an  officer  of  high  rank, 
Don  Tomas  Munios,  where  he  received 
the  greateft  attention,  and  was  informed 
by  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  the 
pilots  ihould  be  ready  maniana.  No  pilots 
making  their  appearance  the  next  day, 
the  commiffioner  gently  complained  to  the 
Governor,  who  laid  the  blame  upon  the 
naval  officer,  and  promifed  that  the  fault 
ihould  be"  remedied  maniana.  Maniana 
was  again  attended  with  difappointmcnt : 
a  Spanifli  officer  of  great  diftindtion,  from 
the  Caftle  of  Xagua,  fent  his  compliments, 

I  with 
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vith  a  meffage   to   the   Britifli   Colonel, 

infonninr  ^^^   ^^^^   ^"   ^'*^   '^^^   officers 
wouid  dine  with  him  on  board  his  veflel. 
The  next  day  the  naval  officer  found  it 
his  dutr,  and  aied  permiffion  to   fearch 
among  the  crew  c:  the  I'chooner,  to  afcer- 
tain  if  -i^J  ^^  ilicm  were  regiftercd  at  or 
bclmccd  to  the  port  of  Trinidad  ;  but  this 
ira5  per»:mp:ori!y  rcfuled :  it  caulbd,  how- 
ever,  t^-  vii^l-iy  cf  that  day.     The  commif- 
iicner,  had  again  rcccurfe  to  the  Governor, 
trhc  ur^cd  hir.i  lo  poftpone  Iiis  voyage  one 
djx  ir.ore,  plcJ^ing  liis  honour  at  the  fame 
rl.TC  i'':.u   the   pii-.^:>   ihould   be   on   board 
thcic..K\^xr  ;:;.;/•:.;.•;.:.•  iliis  he  accompanied 
\v!;h    tl:c   K\;uiil   cf  a   particular  favour, 
^Mvli  ,u  Kill  uCcoLir.tcJ  for  the  detention 
of  i^'i*  iv^.TiMUT.     live  fmall  velTcls,  loaded 
\\i;!\  {\\K    k\\v^\  liutic?,  paid  in  fugar  and 
tcl\u\i\  Wvrc  Cv ::::■::  roadv  to  fail  when 
thv*  MvVv';:iy  a!;l\v\!  .;:  i!ic  jorr,  and  bcinjj 
tunx  p'v|m:\\!,  ii'c  Liovcrncr  entreated  the 
^AMUM*ii!:.MUT  to  take  them  under  convoy 

W  V^^\A\\\i\s\     Tv  this  he  ccnfented  with 
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pleasure,  not  only  from  his  difpofition  to 
oblige  perfons  who  had  treated  him  with 
diftindtion,  but  becaufe  he  faw  that  the 
circumftance  would  give  fanher  weight  to 
the  confideration  he  expected  at  the  capital 
of  the  ifland.  Several  officers  and  gentle- 
men* availed  themfelves  of  this  oppor- 
tunity of  going  round  to  the  Havanna, 
having  waited  months  at  Trinidad  for  a 
fafe  conveyance.  Among  them  was  the 
Governor's  fon,  a  young  officer  about 
eighteen  years  of  age,  whom  his  father 
requefted  the  commiflioncr  to  take  charge 
of  to    the   Havanna,    at    the   fame   time 

*  One  of  theixiy  Don  Tomas  Munios,  diTpIayed  a  fpirit 
of  gratitude  that  rcflcds  the  highcft  honour  upon  himfclf, 
and  upon  human  nature.  Some  time  after,  a  Jamaica  mer- 
chant named  Robinfon,  going  from  Kingflon  to  Savannali- 
la- mar  with  a  cargo,  was  taken  by  a  Spanifh  privateer  and 
carried  into  the  port  of  TrinlJad.  1  laving  mentioned  that 
he  was  acquainted  with  the  cominiffioner,  it  was  told  to 
Don  Tomas  Munios,  who  immediately  took  him  out  of 
the  prifon  where  he  had  been  lodged,  entertained  him  at 
his  own  houfe,  furnlflicd  him  with  money,  and  afterwards 
procured  him  a  vcffel  to  return  to  Jamaica  without  being 
exchanged  sts  a  prifoncr. 

giving 
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giving  the  youth  leave  to  accompany  him 
to  Jamaica; 

It  feems  that  a  French  privateer  fchooner 
of  fourteen  guns  had  been  cruizing  virithia 
the  ifle  of  Pines,  taking,  every  thing  that 
attempted  the  pafTage  of  the  Jardines.  By 
fome  fmall  craft,  which  had  arrived  the 
day  before  through  a  very  intricate  and 
fhallow  paflage,  information  was  received 
that  the  privateer  was  then  lying  under 
Point  Gordo,  at  the  extremity  of  the  paf- 
fage*  Relying  upon  this  intelligence, 
every  poflible  preparation  was  made  for 
fecuring  the  convoy  and  engaging  the 
privateer,  and  the  naval  officer  then  pre- 
fentcd  two  pilots  to  the  commiffioner,  de- 
firing  him  to  hang  them  both  if  bis  veflel 
ran  aground.  The  paffage  was  extrertiely 
intricate,  and  the  pilots  were  placed  one 
at  the  helm,  and  tlie  other  at  the  foretop- 
maft-head.  The  fchooner,  though  drawing 
only  ten  feet  four  inches  water,  brought 
tp  a  line  of  difturbed   mud  aftern  during 

the 
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the  greater  part  of  the  firft  day*  At  night, 
ihe  anchored  with  the  convoy,  and  next 
morning  proceeded  at  day-dawn.  About 
ten  o'clock  (he  made  Point  Gordo,  when 
there  appeared,  about  half  a  mile  off,  an 
armed  fchooner  lying  at  anchor  with  her 
foremaft  unrigged,  and  two  boats  with  a 
number  of  men  on  the  beachf  evidently 
a  part  of  the  crew.  The  opportunity  for 
deftroying  her  being  very  favourable,  the 
convoy  was  ordered  to  proceed  under  an 
eafy  fail,  while  the  Mercury  hauled  up 
dofe  under  the  ftern  of  the  fchooner  at 
anchor.  The  two  boats  full  of  men  were 
now  pulling  off  with  the  greateft  expedi* 
tion,  and  it  was  thought  right  to  cut  up  the 
veffel  before  the  men  could  get  on  board ; 
accordingly  a  broadfide  was  poured  in,  but 
the  guns  being  two  much  elevated,  (he 
fuffered  more  in  her  rigging  than  in  her 
hull.  Soon  after  the  difcharge,  all  her 
hands  got  in ;  it  was,  however,  impoffible 
for  her  to  have  efcaped  had  it  been  her 
inte];ition;  and  the  Britiih  fchooner  having 

put 
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put  about,  was  preparing  to  give  her  ail-» 
other  broad  fide,  when  (he  fortunately  dif- 
played  SpanlQi  colours^  calling  out  to  the 
Mercury  at  the  fame  time  to  flop  for  the 
love  of  God.  On  this  the  Mercury  again 
brought  up  under  her  ftern,  when  a  boat 
came  alongfide  with  an  officer,  who  in- 
formed the.  commiffioner  that  the  veffel 
belonged  to  the  King  of  Spain,  and  had 
only  come  out  of  port  the  day  before,  in 
company  with  another  fchooner,  which 
was  to  be  feen  to  leeward,  in  order  to  take 
a  French  privateer  that  had  been  cruizing 
on  that  part  of  the  coaft.  An  interchange 
of  civilities  followed  this  explanation;  after 
which  the  Mercury  bore  up  for  her  convoy, 
and  pafTing  Qlofe  by  the  other  fchooner, 
arrived  the  fame  evening  at  the  port  of 
Batabano.  This  little  ftraggling  town,  or 
rather  village,  is  fituated  near  a  morafs  of 
three  miles,  that  leparates  it  from  the  fca, 
with  which  it  communicates  by  a  fmall 
caufeway  almoft  covered  with  water.  In 
the  town  a  company  of  infantry  was  fta- 
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tioned,  with  a  detachtuent  of  horfe  for 
the  purpofe  of  carrying  expreffes.  The 
commanding  officer,  on  being  fhown  the 
addrefs  of  the  commiflioner's  difpatches, 
provided  him  with  four  horfes  for  himfelf, 
his  companion,  and  their  fervants.  He 
likewife  gave  them  a  guard  of  two  dra« 
goons,  in  compliment  to  the  military  rank 
of  the  commifTioner,  and  perhaps  partly 
for  the  purpofe  of  ferving  as  fpies,  to 
attend  them  to  the  capital,  through  Befucal^ 
a  town  in  the  mountains  on  the  road  to 
the  Havanna.  The  commiilioner  was 
accompanied  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
way  by  twenty  caltfcros^  or  mule  drivers, 
with  two  hundred  mules  and  horfes,  laden 
with  the  King's  duties,  which  he  had 
convoyed  in  fafety  to  the  port  of  Bata- 
bano. 

Such  is  the  adherence  of  tlie  Spaniards 
to  old  habits  and  pradlices,  or  fuch  their 
inveterate    indolence,    that    although    the 

Wad  acrofs  the  country  to  the  Havanna  is 
*  very 
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Ycry  pradicable  for  a  carriage,  and  with 
little  trouble  might  be  made  a  very  fine 
one,  they  had  no  mode  of  conveying  the 
cargoes  of  the  five  vefTels  arrived  from 
Trinidad  but  on  pack-horfes  and  mules* 
The  greateft  part  of  the  trade  from  the 
fouth  ftde  of  Cuba  to  the  Havanna  is  car* 
ried  on  in  the  fame  manner,  which  the 
inidcrs  ufually  prefer  to  the  ri(k  attending 
the  navigation  by  Cape  Antonio  and  the 
O>lorado$^  at  the  weft  end  of  the  ifland^ 
where  they  frequently  fuffer  lodes.     From 
the  tame  fupinc  fpirit  it  is  that  the  port  of 
Xji^tiJK  twetity  miles  to  the  weftward  <^ 
1  nnidad^  is  almoil  entirely  negleded.     It 
might  be  made  the  fiaeft  harbour  in  the 
w  ocl J.     A  narrcw  entrance,  fixty-two  feet 
\lec(S   ^^^^  ^  hundred  yards  wide,  is  de- 
tcuded  bv  a  caftlc  on  a  rocL     The  bafon 
w  U!\la  is  ucaHr  a  circle^  of  a  diameter  of 
nine  miles  t  the  land  riles  high  all  round 
iu  au  eaty  afcent,  theltering  it  from  every 
wind,  and  an  iuexhaxUUble  quantity  of  the 
Ut^l\  ccd^trs  on  the  eanh  g;rows  fiom  the 
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fUmmits  of  the  hills  to  the  water's  edge« 
No  axe  ever  touches  them,  except  that  of 
ibme  miferable  fifherman,  who  fells  a  tree 
of  a  middling  fize,  the  neareft  at  hand,  to 
excavate  it  for  a  canoe« 

The  commiffioner  and  his  friendf  ^th 
their  retinue,  arrived  late  at  night  at 
Befucal,  where  fatigue  and  the  fever^ 
which  continued  on  Colonel  Quarrell, 
made  the  very  firft  houfe  an  acceptable 
place  of  reft.  A  cow^-hide  ftretched  upon 
a  frame,  with  a  mat,  pillow,  and  fheet 
Upon  it,  WM  all  the  bedding  it  afforded* 
Satisfied  with  this  couch,  the  commiflioner 
retired  to  reft ;  but  had  fcarcely  lain  down^ 
when  he  was  furprifed  by  a  numerous 
attendance  of  vifitors,  full  drefted,  who  had 
been  incited,  fome  by  civility  and  others 
by  curiofity,  to  haften  to  this  miferable  petty 
inn.  Better  accommodation  was  offered 
by  feveral  hidalgos  to  the  commiffioner, 

who  was  now  fo  ill  as  not  to  be  able  to 
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move  again  that  night,  which  he  regretted 
much,  as  among  the  invitations  given  him 
he  received  one  from  the  lady  paramount 
of  the  place,  the  Marquifa  dc  St.  Filippe  et 
St.  Jago^  who  had  commiflioned  a  French 
officer,  on  parole  at  Befucal,  fuppofmg 
that  French  was  more  familiar  to  the 
ftraoger  than  Spanifli,  to  fay  that  her 
palace  and  fervices  were  at  the  command 
of  the  Engliih  oiiicen  Next  day,  how- 
ever, he  availed  himfelf  of  the  flattering- 
pfier,  though  he  could  not  but  fmile  at  the 
parade  and  pomp  with  which  the  invita- 
tion was  attended.  Pafling  through  a  con* 
iklerable  town,  about  a  mile  in  length,  he 
jstrrived  at  a  very  large  houfe,  externally 
not  much  unlike  a  prifoo,  but  the  interior 
of  which  had  every  thing  to  render  it. 
agreeable^  and  was  in  fome  refpedls  grand* 
The  Spaniard  whofe  converfation  had 
^iven  rife  to  the  expedition,  ^nd  whom 
the  commiilioner  had  taken  as  a  guide, 
had  told  him  that  he  was  a  native  of  this 
place,  and  that  his  fajnily  were  fom^  of 

5  ^^« 
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the  very  people  he  was  In  fearch  of.  la 
this  fiatement  he  had  ftridly  adhered  to 
truth,  and  on  his  arrival  loft  no  time  in 
ImpartiQg  to  his  particular  friends  the 
j^ufinefs  on  which  he  was  come  home.  He 
had  arrived  at  Befucal  before  the  commiC- 
^oner^  and  had  fully  paved  the  way  with 
the  Matquifa  for  the  enterprife  that  was 
the  obje£t  of  the  expedition* 

The  Marquifa  received  the  commiflioner 
land  his  friend  with  great  politcnefs,  an4 
entertained  them  mod  hofpitably  an4 
idfidly.  By  means  of  the  guide,  whof^ 
name  was  Pedraflby  and  who  alfo  a£ted  as 
^terpreter,  ihe  was  informed  of  the  horri4 
war  waged  by  the  Maroons  ia  Jamaica 
figainft  the  white  inhabitants  ;  and  the  bar- 
I>ftritie8  of  it  were  ftrongly  reprefented  to 
t^r^  m  order  that  the  impreffion  madp 
npOS  het  mind  might  intereil  her  the  more 
%^  iavQur  of  the  miffion  to  Cuba.  Sh^ 
-ViTfts  jtqldy  that  if  the  people  could  only 
jbf  %u^T49i^  again fl  furprifes,  the  Maroqi;!^ 

Da  would 
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^ould  fooQ  lofe  all  their  arrogance,  and 
fue  for  peace ;  that  the  difpatches  to  Don 
Luis  de  las  Cafas  would,  no  doubt,  enfure 
permiflion  for  purchafing  fome  dogs ;  and 
that,  with  her  aid,  a  few  of  the  Befucd 
people  might  be  induced  to  go  with  them 
to  Jamaica.  The  proclamations  offering 
rewards  for  killing  or  taking  the  Maroons 
were  then  read  to  her.  The  Marquifa 
attended  very  gracioufly  to  the  recital  of 
thefe  circumftances ;  and  obferving  that 
the  rewards  offered  were  of  themfelves 
fufficient  to  procure  a  number  of  her 
people  with  their  dogs,  added,  that  her 
influence  ffiould  not  be  wanting  to  inffi- 
gate  fome  of  the  beft  of  the  chafleurs  to 
attend  the  commiffioner  on  his  return. 

Befucal  is  an  extenfiTC  town,  contain- 
ing about  5000  inhabitants,  two-thirds  of 
whom  are  mulattoes,  quadroons,  and  other 
mixed  grades  between  the  white  and  black. 
This  place,  with  the  furrounding  country 
to  an  extent  of  many  miles  every  jray, 

including 
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i&dudiog  the  towns  of  St.  Filippe  and  St-. 
Jago,  is  immediately  under  the  govern- 
ment of  the  M^rquifa,  who  holds  a  diftln^l 
jjurifdi^on,  over  which  the  Government 
at  the  Havanna  has  no  control.  The 
various  powers,  which  are  there  veiled  in 
different  hands,  ^re  here  all  centered  in 
hers.  Sb^  holds  independent  courts,  aqd 
e^ercifes  fupreme  authonty  in  whatever 
relates  to  the  internal  a4miniftration  of 
affairs  in  her  franchife,  which  (he  enjoys 
as  an  hereditary  right.  The  amount  of 
l^er  revenues  is  unknown;  but  it  is  fai4 
tl^at  fl^e  is  exceedingly  rich.  The  mild« 
nefs  of  her  government  renders  the  people 
yery  happy  j  none  of  them,  however,  in 
any  of  her  towns  appear  to  bfe  very 
opulent,  yet  the  churches  are  richly  en* 
dowed,  and  among  them  are  feveral  con- 
veQts.  The  Marquifa  has  a  numerous 
retinije,  and  lives  ii^  fome  ftate,  though 
lefs  fplendidly  fince  the  departure  of  the 
Marquis  her  bufband,  paffing  a  greater, 
portion  of  her  time  in  retirement  during 

P  3  his 


*r<    L^:^cr.     Si^Sts  nt^Lvlj  foi^ercign,  and 

T    iK?*t:Ti:-?  fcrtune^  added  to  the  piribnat 

-esar^  im  :mc?n?mcn  charms  both  of  face 

.mi  -mw.    TTi:?r  Trhkh  the  Marquifa  wa* 

-fTcc^vtu^  ni^a^ed  the  attention  of  a  young 

:cbier2.ts  ?f  h?gfc  nml:,  to  whom  fhc  was 

*9Mft!iia  ^  the  early  age  of  fourteen.     At 

:•«  :taie  o€  the  commiffioner's  arrival,  th* 

>iaiv>U!s  who  was  faid  to  be  rather  gay 

>ao  iTfl?pated,  was  at  Madrid,  ^hefe  he 

iw  iu  appointment  at  court,  and  whither 

V   ^ad   gone    about   four   years    b6f6re^ 

:^>   ;.:;end   to   a   law-fuit.      This   he   had 

x;iUrKd>  but  royal  notice,  and  the  luxuries 

s^*  'he  capital  of  Spain,  feemed  to  poflefs 

,.;t\»iv^ions  too  powerful  to  fuffer  his  return 

'A^  IfeiucaL     He  had  written  repfeated  af- 

atancv*  c^"  fetting  out  for  home,  which 

^aO  soil  as  repeatedly  forgotten.    His  fon, 

,  \  v»x .  N  uxtccn  years  of  age,  was  hereditary 

.o*o»>v^  vH^  A  regiment  with  which  he  was 

a    .AUv    :tt    Metanzos.      The   Marquifa's 

.:oaK*lic  c'tv'e  was  then  fmall,  confifting 

c  Vr  siuughter,  who  was  fix  years  old, 

and 
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and  her  coufm,  a  girl  of  fixteen.  Her 
confeffor  was  conftantly  in  the  houfe,  and 
with  Monfieur  L'Epce,  the  French  officer 
whom  fhe  fent  to  invite  the  commiffioner, 
frequently  conftituted  the  whole  party  at 
the  palace.  She  was  defirous  of  detaining 
the  commiffioner  for  fome  time,  but  ad- 
mitted of  his  apology  for  leaving  her,  on 
the  promife  of  a  longer  ftay  when  he 
returned.  He  accordingly  left  Befucal,  in 
company  with  his  friend,  as  fpeedily  as 
poffible,  and,  taking  with  him  his  guide 
PedrafTo,  arrived  about  the  3d  of  Novem- 
ber at  the  Havanna,  where  he  was  received 
in  a  very  flattering  manner  by  Don  Luis 
de  las  Cafas,  who,  as  was  ufual  among 
men  of  rank  in  that  country,  was  profufe 
of  civility,  offering  his  purfe,  and  a  con- 
ftant  cover  at  his  table.  He  readily  com- 
plied with  the  requeft  contained  in  the 
commiffioner's  difpatches,  granting  per- 
miffion  to  make  the  purchafes  required ; 
and  adding  with  great  urbanity,  that  from 
refpe^t  to   Lord  Balcarres,  he  ihould  on 

D  4  the 
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ilcxi  overlook  an  injundioa 


i.  ^:s  :.^!urr«  jgiinfl  admitting  foreigner^ 
viiftta  -lis  parcnunent,  the  only  exceptioa 
a    «mc:i  wa^i^  ia  fiTOur  of  thofe  traders 


^%A3t;  ..ujK  vta  3£w  negroes  *• 


*^o%^  X  die  Affrtnhly  of  Jamaictj  179^^    See  Ap« 
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LETTER    X. 

A  -     - 

* 

"^tvis  of  Pe^ci  fitvfeen  France  and  Sp^iin.'^Jfalot^y^ 
the  Officers  in  Adminiltration  at  the  Havanna.-^^Chch^ 
raSler  of  the  Governor, — Mutiny  on  hoard  the  Mercury. 
'^How  quelled. — DoBor  Dominguez. — Proclamation 
relative  to  the  Renvardf  for  taking  Maroons  tranflatei^ 
and  fent  into  the  Mountains  of  Befucal.'^Defcriptim 
rf  the  Perfon  of  a  Spatii/i  Lawfer.-^Account  rf  tif 
fhaffeurs  del  Rej^^fj/lanee  of  their  taking  Affaffin^ 
who  had  plundered  an  Englilb  Ship. — De/cription  of 
the  Men  and  Dogs* — Thqfe  of  BefucaU — Employment^ 
Mode  of  Purfuitf  and  Manner  of  Living. — Drefs  of 
a  Chajfeur. — Articles  of  Agreement  entered  into  nviii 
the  Chaffeurs. 

A  HS  day  before  the  commiflioneif  reached 
the  Ilavanna,  news  had  arrived  by  a  cur- 
cuitous  route  of  the  peace  that  had  been 

•       .       .  • 

concluded  between  )^Vance  and  Spain :  but 
as  the  port  had  been  long  blocked  up,  fo 

Q  that 
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sat  ^!v  Te£^   had   entered,   and   none 

the  partkiilars  of  the  treaty 
The  commiflioner  was  the 
SA  wito  liipplied  them  with  the  articles  of 
it,  and  the  joy  they  fpread  was  unbounded. 
The  merchants  rejoiced  that  their  (hips 
could  once  more  go  to  fea  with  fafety, 
and  die  priefts  were  happy  in  an  occafion 
to  diijplay  their  devotion  and  their  pagean- 
try. The  joyous  event  was  celebrated 
with  toilitary  parade  and  religious  pro- 
ceffions.  Nothing  elfe  was  thought  of. 
At  the  grand  cathedral,  three  whole  days 
were  fpcnt  .in  prayers  for  the  fouls  of  thofe 
who  had  fallen  in  the  war.  When,  how- 
ever, the  emotions  of  pleafure  began  to 
fubfide,  they  were  mingled  with  appre- 
henfioaa  of  the  confequence  of  entering 
into  a  feparate  treaty  of  peace ;  the  refent* 
ment  of  the  Englifh  was  foreboded,  and 
the  great  and  only  dread  was  a  war  with 
England. 


No 
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No  civilized  people  are  fo  profoundly 
ignorant  of  the  politics  of  other  nations, 
and  fo  little  informed  ef  their  own,  zii 
the  Spaniards  in  general.  They  both  hite 
and  dread  the  French  5  to  the  Englifh  they 
have  no  ofage^fHon,  but  on  the  fcore  of 
religion;  add  they  have  charity  enough 
to  regret  that  a  people  in  otiicr  refpe£tif 
fo  good  ihould  be  damned :  for  their  Gallic 

friends  tbty  have  no  fuch  charity. 

•      ■  _ 

Although  the  coniideration  vrhich  Doni* 
Luis  de  las  Cafas  had  fliown  for  Lor4 
Balcarres  leas  exprefled  merely  as  a  polite 
attention)  he  would  have  been  juftified  in 
making  a  merit  of  it ;  for  the  Governors 
of  the  Havanna  are  placed  in  a  very 
tickllQi  (ituation.  It  has  always  been  the 
petty  policy  of  the  Spanifli  court  -  to  keep 
up  a  jealoufy  among  the  different  ojfficers 
of  the  higher  departments  in  the  colonies, 
encouraging  them  to  lodge  complaints 
and  informations  againfl  one  another ;  for 
which  reafon  the  Governor,  Intendant  of 

Marine, 
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]\/IarinC|  Chief  Judge,  and  other  fuperior 
officers,  are  feldom  known  to  be  on  good 
terms.  Had  it  ^een  poflible,  fo  worthy 
«nd  honourable  a  charaAer  as  Don  Luis 
muft  have  eonciliated  all  parties,  and  he 
apparently  ftood  well  with  all:  but  while 
his  heart  aflured  him  that  he  was  entitled 
lo  their  cordiality,  his  information  and 
wifdpm  taught  him  to  dii^inguiih  appear- 
ance from  reality.  This  nobleman,  who 
held  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-General  in 
Spain,  was  an  excellent  and  experienced 
officer,  and  had  been  trained  in  the  fervicc 
of  his  country  on  the  continent  of  Europe* 
He  was  fufpefled  of  a  tendency  to  re- 
publican principles,  though  not  of  Jacoln 
inifm  ;  and  it  has  been  thought  owing  to 
this  fufpiciop,  that  he  was  precluded  fron^ 
the  ufual  rucceflion  of  the  Governors  of 
the  Havanna,  firft  to  the  Vice-Royalty  of 
p(  Santa  Ft,  and  afterwards  to  that  of 
Mexico:  for  he  had  received  notice  that 
he  wa:!i  to  be  appointed  to  the  command  of 

|hc  troops  in  Tauipeluna,  which  ^va$  hy 

no 
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110  means  confidered  as  an  adeqiiate  itiatk 
of  the  favour  his  rank,  charader,  and 
merit,  entitled  him  to  expert  from  the 
Spanifli  government*  The  commiflioner, 
apprized  of  the  fituation  in  which  Don 
Luis  ftood,  regulated  his  condud):  accord- 
ingly, in  order  to  avoid  every  ground  of 
umbrage  or  jealoufy  that  might  arife  from 
any  mariced  attentions  of  the  Governor 
towards  him.  He  only  returned  the  viftts 
he  received,  and  at  fuch  times  as  he  knew 
few  people  would  be  at  the  Government 
houfe. 

The  commiflioner  had  been  but  a  verf 
fhort  time  at  the  Havanna,  when  he 
received  an  exprefs  from  the  captain  of 
his  fchooner  at  Batabano,  informing  him 
that  the  crew  were  in  a  mutinous  ftate, 
and  that  it  was  to  be  feared  they  had  a 
defign  of  running  away  with  the  vefleL 
The  captain  and  the  three  Britifli  feamen 
on  board  were  living  in  a  ftate  of  fiege« 
They  had  poffeffion  of  the  cabin,  where 

they 
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they  remained  with  their  fmall  arms,  baviitg 
turned  the  two  after-^uns  to  command  the 
deck  forward,  a^d  having  fecured  the 
bulkheads  below.  No  afliftance  was  to  be 
obtained  from  the  few  fmall  guarda  coftaa 
ID  the  port,  who  were  afraid  of  a  banditti 
that  neither  acknowledged,  nor  was  ac* 
knowledged,  hj  any  government;  rafcals 
that  cared  not  againft  what  country  they 
fought  fo  they  could  but  plunden  Had  it 
been  the  intention  of  the  agent  who  pro^ 
irided  the  fchooner,  to  defeat  the  objefl:  of 
the  expedition,  nothing  could  have  been 
more  effedual  than  embarking  fo  villanous 
a  crew ;  but  it  mufl:  be  remembered  that 
the  fchooner  was  difpatched  in  haile,  and 
that  Britiih  feamen  were  not  at  the  time 
to  be  obtained.  On  receiving  the  exprefs 
from  Batabano,  the  commiflioner  immedi* 
ately  applied  to  the  Governor,  and  ob- 
tfldned  permifllon  to  engage  fuch  Briti(h 
ieamen  as  he  could  procure  at  the  Ha« 
vanna.  Loiing  ng  time,  he  was  foon  able 
'to  difpatch  eighteen  picked  men  acrofe  the 

country 
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country  on  horfeback,  with  guides;  and 
they  fortunately  arrived  .in  time  to  favc 
the  veffeK     Four  ringleaders  of  the  mutiny 
were  fent  afliore ;  at  the  head  of  them  a 
villain  named  Coro,  who,  it  now  appeared, 
had  committed  feveral  horrid  murders,  and 
the  lall  jufl  before  he  entered  on  board  the 
fchooner.     Had  it  not  been  for  the  diflen- 
/ions  between  the  Spaniards  and  the  CuraC- 
^oa  men,  the  veflel  would  certainly  have 
been  carried  off,    before   the  Britifh  tars 
could  have  reached  Batabano.     The  fierce 
Tagabonds  were  continually  fighting,  and 
frequently  wounded  each  other  with  long 
fharp    knives,    of  which    each    had    one 
always  duck  in  his  belt.     Scenes  of  this 
Tcind   were    perpetually   recurring   during 
tlie  paffage  from  Jamaica,  and  it  was  as 
dangerous  to  interpofe  in  their  broils  as 
difficult  to  pacify  the  paffionate   favages. 
The    commiffioner,    however,    with    the 
alliftance  of  Captain  Gilpin,  had  managed 
to  keep  them  under  fome  command,  whicli 

in 


(    48    ) 

the  captain  of  the  fchoorie^ 


A&uxher  occurrence  took  place  at  this 
[iiuci  which  added  greatly  to  the  commif- 
liQuer^s  folicitude  refpeding  the  iflfue  of 
hia  expedition;  his  faithful  guidci  Pe- 
drafic\  fell  fick  of  the  yellow  fever.  The 
poor  fellow  was  in  very  imminent  danger^ 
but  recovered,  owing  his  life  to  the  great 
attention  and  ikill  of  a  medical  gentleman^ 
fettled  at  the  Havanna,  named  Dominguez« 
And  here,  my  friend^  to  make  you  ac- 
quainted with  Dodor  Dominguez,  I  muft 
digrefs  a  little :  not  that  I  mean  to  imitate 
the  writings  of  Sterne,  who,  a  great  imi- 
tator himfelf,  has  had  but  too  many  ful>- 
imitators.  But  I  hope  that  the  few 
digreifions  I  admit  in  the  tafk  I  have 
undertaken,  will  neither  feem  unconneded, 
nor  prove  unamufing.  Dodor  Dominguez 
is  a  young  Scotchman,  perhaps  the  only 
one  of  the  name  Scotland  could  ever  boad; 
but  be  that  as  it  may,  he  refleded  honour 

oa 
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on  his  country,  where  he  had  received  a 
liberal  education.  Like  many  others  of  the 
fons  of  Caledonia)  it  was  the  fole  gift  he 
received  from  her;  but  then  it  was  one 
of  the  higheft  value,  f^r  above  fortune 
or  rank  without  it;  and,  to  the  eternal 
honour  of  Caledonia,  it  is  a  gift  ihe  beftows 
on:  almoft.  all  her  children*  Sent  into  the 
world  to  ftck  his  fortune,  he  was,  by  fome 
inducement^  unknown  to  me,  led  to  try  it 
aiiiong  the  Spaniards  in  Cuba,  where^ 
l^aKti^  evinced  his  ikill,  he  was  at  firft 
^mploy^d  \ti  th($  C4re  of  feveral  eftates  in 
^  Coqnliy^    Thffe  he  was  foon  obliged 

W  reUnquifb  through  the  jealoufy  of  the 
SpaAifli  pra^itioners.  On?  pf  tbem,  about 
a  year  before,  attempted  tp  aflaffinate  hini 
in  hit  bed,  which  the  villain  fuppofed  he 
had  completed,  having  cut  his  throat  an4 
^ven  hiifi  f^^veral  wounds.  Fortunately 
they  wef(  not  mortal ;  uHng  therefore 
9very  caution  to  preferve  life,  be  made 
|)ie  b^ft  pf  his  way  to  the  Havanna,  where 
he  was  charitably  received  by  a  gentlemaq 
Vol.  II.  E  to 
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to  whom  he  was  a  little  known.  The 
greateft  care  was  taken  of  him,  and  be 
was  even  attended  by  the  daughter  of  his 
hoft :  nor  did  the  young  lady  remit  her 
attentions  in  the  fmiling  ftages  of  his  con- 
valefcence,  for  the  dodor^patlent  was  not 
only  learned,  but  agreeable  and  bandfome. 
One  evening  the  young  (ignora.  was  found 
by  her  parents  fitting  on  his  bed,  but  not 
adminiftering  phyfic  A  pretty  fituation 
for  an  Iberian  mifs !  The  dodor  roundly 
afleverated  the  purity  of  his  lovely  nurfe, 
the  nurfe  blufhed  and  blubbered,  while  the 
intruding  Spaniard  and  his  wife  were  loud 
for  (aving  a  daughter's  honour.  It  was  in 
vain  that  the  young  Paracelfus  protefted  his 
own  innocence,  as  well  as  the  ^rtue  of 
the  damfel ;  nothing  but  a  marriage  would 
convince  the  old  people  of  either.  ^  But 
my  name,  country,  and  religion,  fignor," 
faid  the  Caledonian.  ^^  Become  a  Spar 
niard,**  replied  the  father.  *^  Change  your 
name,"  faid  the  mother.  ••  He  is  half  ii 
catholic  already,^'  added  the  amiable  Leo-* 

nora, 
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oora^  wiping  away  her  tears.  The  girl 
was  beautiful,  the  family  waa  powerful, 
and  the  Doctor  thought  the  marriage  a 
much  preferable  rifk  to  that  of  his  throat 
being  cut  a  fec6nd  time.  He  inarried  the 
handfome  Spaniard,  dropped  his  own  name^ 
Halliday,  and  took  that  of  Dominguez. 
Protected  by  the  influence  of  his  wife's 
family  in  the  exercife  of  his  profe^Jpn  at 
the  Havanna,  bis  merit  foon ;  eftablifhe(| 
the  higheft  reputation,  exciting  the  jealoufy 
of  the  Spaniih  phyficians,  who,  though 
they  fpare  his  throat,  oppofe  and  thwart 
him,  and  do  all  they  can  to  prejudice  their 
countrymen  againft  him.  He  was  pecv«t 
iiarly  fuccefsful  in  treating  the  yellow  feTer, 
and  had  written  a  trcatife  on  the  fubjed, 
which  it  was  his  intention  to  fend  to 
England  to  be  printed^.     But  whatever 

the 

*  Dr.  Hallidayy  or  DomingueZi  publllhed  his  Treatifc 
Vp^  the'Ye1l9W  Fever,  with  the  fuccefsful  roode  in  which 
Jie  had  treated  it  at  the  Havanna.  It  was  tried,  but  Hot 
with  the  fame  fuccefs,  in  Jamaica.  The  Allure  there, 
iHhveTtfry  is  not  a  good  reafon  for  doubting  its  fuccefs  in 
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the  merit  of  tke  profeflbr,  the  prcfeilioii 
Itielf  wai  not  much  refpeded  among  the 
Spamirda.  They  fufiered  their  maladies 
to  take  their  courfe  too  long«  frequently 
calling  in  Dominguez  and  the  Bon  Dieu 
together,  and  generally  both  too  late. 

The  fchooner  being  now  fecured  by  the 
Brltiih  feamen  fent  acro6  the  country, 
the  commiffiooer  bent  his  thoughts  upon 
procuring  chafieurs  as  ^fieedily  as  poffible. 
The  proclamatiofis  ofiering    rewards  for 


^  > 


CulMiy  18  the  Faculty  admit  that  liabit  and  ccmfthution  may 
tfl]pofe  tke  difotder  to  Ida  i indencc  in  fome  people  thaa 
ia  otlicra.  That  this  difierence  Aonld  pmra3  amoag  the 
SjMuiifli  Ceameo  is  not  to  he  wondered  at,  when  we  coniider, 
fn  the  'fitft  inftance»  their  hahits  df  temperance ;  and  in 
the  Qcstf  that  in  their  change  of  diooate  -from  the  poitt 
in  Old  Spain  to  thofe  of  Cuha,  the  moll  northerly  of  tlie 
Weft  India  iflandf y  except  the  Bahamas»  the  difference  of 
climate  it  hy  no  mean^  fuch  as  from  Britain  to  Jamaica* 
The  prindple  of  Dr.  Halliday's  pnidioe  was  approTcdf 
but  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  diforder  among  the  BritUh 
in  Jamaica,  was  fuch  as  not  to  admit  of  a  preparation  fo 
tardy,  or  cfen  of  any»  before  the  more  powerful  checks  were 
applied. 

taking' 
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Caking  Maroons  were  tcanflated  into  Spa^ 
nilb,  and  difpatched  to  the  niountaios  of 

Befucali  and  a  confidential  lawyer  waa 
employed  to  draw  up  articles  of  agreement 
with  the  chafleurs.  Let  no  man  judge  by 
appearance ;  that  of  this  fon  of  the  qnill 
was  much  againft  him.  He  was  a  very 
tally  meagre,  fwarthy  man,  of  the  colour 
of  a  mulatto ;  his  long  greafy  black  hair 
was  queued  in  a  tail  of  three  feet  in  length ; 
his  coat  of  brtmftone  colour,  hung  very 
lowj  and  buttoned  over  like  a  furtout.  In 
ihort,  he  might  have  been  taken  for  an 
oflicer  of  the  holy  order  of  St»  Hermadad| 
pr  afi  adrocate  for  the  Conn  of  Inquifition, 
He  proved,  however,  to  be  lefs  a  maniana 
man  than  the  commiffioner  had  feared; 
for  on  being  well  paid  for  the  expedition^ 
he  completed  the  articles  of  agreement  in 
tolerable  good  time.  They  were  difpatched 
by  Pedraflb,  and  being  fupported  by  the 
influence  of  the  good  Marquifa,  operated 
admirably  on  the  cbafTeurs.  It  was  for^ 
tunate  that  there  was   no  circulation  of 
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newfpapoY  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and 
that  the  knowledge  oJF  the  events  of  one 
place  is  not  fpeedily  conveyed  to  another, 
as  in  the  end  it  would  have  embarrafled, 
if  not  totally  overthrown,  the  commif- 
fioner's  views.  The  people  at  the  Ha- 
vanna  knew  no  more  what  was  pafling 
at  Befucal,  than  they  did  of  the  occurrences 
at  Pekin. 

The  commiflioner  every  where  met 
with  the  greateft  hofpitality,  and  received 
the  politeft  attentions  from  the  moft  re- 
fpedtahle  families.  He  was  particularly 
obliged  to  an  Engliih  Guinea-merchant^ 
named  All  wood,  redding  at  the  Havanna^ 
through  whofe  influence  with  perfons  of 
the  bighell  rank  and  appointments  he  had 
great  advantages,  many  interefting  them- 
felves  in  promoting  his  views.  One  of 
them,  Don  Manuel  de  Seias,  the  Alcade 
Provinciale,  commanded  about  fix  and 
thirty  chafleurs,  who  were  in  the  King's 
pay.      The   employment  of  thefe    is  to 
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(raverfe  the  country  for  the  purpofe  df 
purfuing  and  taking  up  all  perfons  guilty 
of  murder  and  other  ofiences^  in  which 
they  feldom  fail  of  fuccefs^  no  adivity  on 
the  part  of  the  offenders  being  able  to 
elude  their  purfuit.  An  extraordinary 
inftance  pccurred  about  a  month  before 
the  commiflioner  arrived  at  the  Havanna. 
A  fleet  from  Jamaica,  under  convoy  to 
Great  Britain,  pafling  through  the  gulf  of 
Mexico,  beat  up  on  the  north  fide  of  Cuba. 
One  of  the  (hips,  manned  with  foreigners, 
chiefly  renegado  Spaniards,  being  a  dull 
failer,  and  confequently  lagging  aftern, 
Handing  in  with  the  land  at  night,  was 
run  on  ihore,  the  captain,  ofiicers,  and  the 
few  Britiih  hands  on  board  murdered,  and 
the  veffel  plundered  by  the  Spanifli  rene« 
gadoes.  The  part  of  the  coafl:  on  which 
the  veflel  was  ftranded,  being  wild  and 
unfrequented,  the  affafllins  retired  with  their 
booty  to  the  mountains,  intending  to  pene- 
trate through  the  woods  to  fome  remote 
fettlements  on  the  fouth  iide,  where  they 
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hoped  to  fecure  themfelves,  and  elude  all 
purfuit.  Eariy  intdiigence  of  the  crime, 
however,  had  been  coQYeyied  to  the  Ha* 
vanoa,  and  the  aflaflins  were  purfiied  by 
a  detachment  of  twelve  of  the  Chafleurs 
del  Key,  with  their  dogs.  In  a  few  days 
they  were  all  brought  in  and  executed. 
The  head  and  right  arm  of  each  were 
fulpended  in  frames,  not  unlike  parrot* 
cages,  which  virere  hung  on  various  gibbets, 
at  the  port  and  other  confpicuous  places 
on  the  coaft|  near  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour. 

The  dogs  carried  out  by  the  Chafleurs 
del  Rey  are  perfedly  broken  in,  that,  is 
to  fay,  they  will  not  kill  the  obje£k  they 
purfoe  unleis  refifted.  On  coming  up 
with  a  fugitive,  they  bark  at  him  till  he 
ftops,  they  then  couch  near  him,  terrifying 
him  with  a  ferocious  growling  if  he  (lirs. 
In  this  pofition  they  continue  barking  to 
give  notice  to  the  chafleurs,  who  come  up 
and  fecure  their  prifoner.    Each  chaflfeur, 

though 
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lie  can  hunt  only  with  two  doge  proj^erly^ 
is  obliged  to  have  three^  which  he  ntaia- 
tains  at  his  own  coft,  and  that  at  no  fmall 
exptacte.  Thefe  people  live  with  their  dogf , 
from  l^hich  they  are  infeparable.  At  home 
the  dogs  are  kept  chained,  and  wlicn 
walking  with  their  mafters,  are  never  un- 
muzzled, or  let  out  of  ropes,  but  for 
attack.  They  are  conftantly  accompanied 
with  one  or  two  fmall  dogs  called  finders, 
whofe  fcent  is  very  keen,  and  always  fure 
of  hitting  off  a  track.  Dogs  and  bitches 
hunt  equally  well,  and  the  chaflfeurs  rear 
no  more    than  will  fupply  the  number 

* 

required.  This  breed  of  dogs,  indeed, 
is  not  fo  prolific  as  the  common  kinds, 
though  infinitely  ftronger  and  hardier. 
The  aninul  is  the  fize  of  a  very  large 
hound)  with  ears  ered,  which  ^u'e  ufually 
cropped  at  the  points ;  the  nofe  more 
pCMnted,  but  widening  very  much  towards 
the  afto'-part  of  the  jaw.  His  coat,  or 
fldn,  is  much  harder  than  that  of  •moft 
dogs,  and  fo  muft  be  the  whole  ftruflure 

of 
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of  the  body,  as  the  feTere  beatiiigs  he 
undergoes  in  training  would  kill  any  other 
ijpecies  of  dog.  Hiere  are  fome,  but  not 
many,  of  a  more  obtufe  nofe,  and  which  are 
rather  fquarer  fet.  Thefe,  it  may  be  pre- 
fumed,  have  been  crofled  by  the  maftiff, 
but  if  by  this  the  bulk  has  been  a  little 
increafed,  it  has  added  nothing  to  the 
ftrength,  height,  beauty,  or  agility,  of  the 
native  breed. 

The  chaffeur  has  no  other  weapon  than 
a  long  ftrait  mufchet,  or  couteau,  longer 
than  a  dragoon's  fword,  and  twice  as  thick, 
fomething  like  a  flat  iron  bar  Iharpened 
at  the  lower  end,  of  which  about  eighteen 
inches  are  as  (harp  as  a  razor.  The  point 
is  not  unlike  the  old  Roman  fword.  The 
fteel  of  them  is  excellent,  and  made  at 
Guanabacoa,  about  three  miles  from  the 
Havanna.  *  The  handle  of  the  mufchet  is 
without  a  guard,  but  fcolloped  to  admit 
the  fingers  and  fuif  the  grafp.  Thefe  men, 
as  we  have  fecn,  arc  under  aa  officer  of 

high 
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high  rank,  the  Alcade  Provinciale,  and 
receive  a  good  pay  from  the  Government, 
heiides  priviate  rewards  for  particular  and 
extraordinary  fenrices.  They  are  a  rery 
hardy,  brave,  and  defperate  fet  of  people, 
fcrupuloufly  honeft,  and  remarkably  faith*- 
fuL 

A  body  of  men  of  the  fame  defcriptioQ 
and  charadier   refide   at   Befucal,   within 
the    Marquifa's   jurifdidlion.     Thefe   are 
not  in  the  King's  pay,   but  are  chiefly 
employed,  like  the  Maroons  in  Jamaica, 
ii>  fcouring  the  mountains  of  this  extenfivc 
country  to  take  runaways,  for  which  they 
have  a   fixed  reward,  and  to   attack  all 
bodies  of  negroes  coUedted  for  hoftile  pur* 
pofes,  which  is  fometimes  occaTioned  by 
the  rigour  exercifed  on  the  Spanifli  plan« 
tations:   for  although  in   other   employ- 
tnents,  and  particularly  in  domeftic  fervice, 
the  flaves  are  treated  kindly,  and  live  a 
very  eafy  life,  it  muft  be  owned  that  the 
ftate  of  flavery  on  the  fettlemcnts  is  not 

unat- 
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unattended  with  fcvcrity.     The   greateft 
commotions,    however,    hare  been  occa« 
fioned  by  Spanifli  piety.     Many  of  the 
largeft  and  bed  fugar  eftates  in  the  iiland 
of  Cuba  belong  to  the  different  ecckfiaftical 
orders,  who  are  the    moft   ra|Micious  of 
planters*     Under  the  maik  of  difcouraging 
a  vicious  intercourfe  with  the  fexes,  fome 
of  them   religioufly  refoived  to  purchafe 
only   male    negroes;   a  devout    aufteiity 
impofed  upon  the  poor  fellows,  which, 
would  the  good  Fathers  candidly  confefg 
it,  would  appear  to  originate  in  the  tem- 
poral policy  of  ^u^tremda  pecunia  primum 
tft^  it  being  thought  that  men  can  do  more 
woric   than   women.     Deprived  of  con- 
nexions refulting  from  one  of  the  chief 
laws  of  nature,    and   driven  to  defpera- 
lion,  the  unhappy  negroes,  not  unlike  the 
firft  Romans,  have  been  known  to  fly  to 
neighbouring  eftates,  ieize  on  the  women, 
and   carry  tliem   off  to    the    mountains. 
There,  in  order  to  fecure  and  defend  them- 
felves,  they  fell  upon  feme  Spaniards,  killed 

them. 
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them^  and  thus  procuring  a  few  fire  arms, 
lances,  and  cutlafles,  attempted  to  make 
a  refiftaDce  againft  the  laws ;  but  in  va^n ; 
a  few  of  the  Befucal  peopl^,  with  their 
dogs,  have  always  proved  aa  overmatch 
for  them. 

The  adi>dt7  of  the  chafleurs  no  negro 
on  earth  can  elude;  and  fuch  is  their 
temperance,  that  with  a  few  ounces  of  falc 
for  each^  they  can  fupport  themfelves  for 
whole  months  on  the  vegetable  and  fari«> 
nacious  food  afforded  by  the  woods.  They 
drink  nothing  (tronger  than  water^  with 
which,  when  at  a  diftance  from  fprings, 
they  are  copioully  fupplied  by  the  wil4 
pine,  by  the  blade  and  grape  withes,  which 
are  about  two  inches  in  diameter,  and  thQ 
roots  of  the  cottOn-tree.  Of  the  laft,  Hx 
feet  junked  off*  the  fmaller  part  of  the  root, 
where  it  tapers  to  the  thickiie&  of  a  mau^s 
thigh,  will  yield  feveral  gallons  of  water. 
In  the  greateA  drought  thcfe  Tefources 
feldom  fail.    For  the  wild  pine  they  are 
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obliged  to  climb  trees;  but  that  they  do 
almoft  with  the  velocity  of  a  monkey* 
This  plant  takes  root  on  the  body  of  a 
tree,  and  the  leaves  of  it  are  fo  formed  as 
to  catch  the  rain  and  condu£k  it  to  a 
refervoir  at  the  bafe,  where  being  never 
expofed  to  the  fun,  it  is  found  delightfully 
frefli  and  cool.  But  the  eafieft  method  of 
obtaining  water  in  the  woods,  and  with 
lefs  delay  on  a  march,  is  from  the  black 
and  grape  withes :  it  is  done  with  greater 
expedition  than  drinking  at  a  ipring.  The 
^affeur  catches  a  pendent  withe,  which, 
with  his  mufchet,  he  divides  about  two 
teet  from  the  ground,  and  applies  the  end 
of  the  withe,  as  it  hangs,  to  his  mouth, 
5>r  to  his  dog's,  who  indicates  his  thirfl; : 
he  then  cuts  the  withe  off,  about  fix  feet 
higher,  keeping  the  upper  end  elevated, 
when  the  air  being  admitted  above,  he 
receives  through  the  porous  fibres  of  it 
near  a  quait  of  delightful  cold  water. 
With  refped  to  animal  food,  if  any  of 
(hem  happen  to  defire  it,    they  find  no 
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difficulty  ia  obtaining  it.  The  little  finder, 
if  fet  on^  but  not  otherwife^  will  foon  bay 
one  of  the  wild  hogs  with  which  the  woods 
abound }  the  animal,  retreating  for  flielter. 
to  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  is  immediately 
Uaasfixed  with  a.  lance.  The  men  cure 
as  much  of  the  flelh  as  they  think  they, 
will  ha^e  occafion  for,  by  fcoring  it:  inter-; 
nally  to  the.fkin,  fprinkling  it  with  falt^ 
and  fmoking  it ;  over  the  fmoke  they 
throw  fome  aromatic  leaves,  which  not 
only  adjd  to  its  flavour,  but  affift  in  pre- 
ferving  it*  The  meat  thus  cured  will  keep 
for  months,  and  is  efleemed  a  very  great 
dainty  by  the  mod  refined  Epicures.    It  is 

in  fad):  the  jirked  hog,  already  mentioned  in 
the  account  of  the  Maroon  mode  of  life. 
The  part  of  the  hog  not  prefcrved  is  given 
to  ihe  dogs.  The  purfuit  of  the  game  is 
entirely  the  province  of  the  finder;  the  larger 
dogs,  from  their  training,  would  pafs  a  hog 
without  notice :  were  one  of  them  to  bark 
at  a  hog,  he  would  be  feverely  puni(hed* 
The  chafleurs  beat  their  dogs  moil  unmer^^ 
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e  ijs:  odes  of  their  heary 
diej  are  going  out  on 
^    diaina  in  which  thej  are 
heme  are  taken  off,  and  a  light, 
sac  wetcwified,  cotton-rope    fubftituted, 
sr  w^ttcifc  the  muzzle   and  collar  joined 
ai^ethcr  are  attached  at  one  end,  while  the 
oi&er  b  fixed  to  the  belt  of  the  chafleur ; 
wbo,  wiien  a  purfuit  is  to  be  made,  flips 
them  off,  fecuring  them  round  his  waift 
with  the   rope  to  which  they  are  tied, 
draws   his  mufchet,  and  puihes  forward 
tiearly  as  £sift  as  his  dogs;  for  die  latter 
are  impeded  by  the  underwood,  and  are 
fometimes  (b  entangled  as  to  require  the 
afliftance  of  their  mafters  to  cut  their  way 
through  the  difficulty  which  obftruds  their 
proceeding.      The  greateft   privation  felt 
by  a  chafleur  in  fervice  is  the  want  of  a 
fegar,  which  he  mud  not  ufe  in  the  woods, 
where  the  foent,  from  the  frelhnefs  of  the 
trees  and  ftillnefs  of  the  air,  continues  long 
fufpcnded,  and  is  gradually  fpread  in  the 
atmofphere,  by  which  the  company  could 
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not  but  be  betrayed,  in  fpite  of  the  great 
filence  which  they  obferve  on  their  marches. 
At  other  times  the  fegar  is  hardly  ever  out 
of  their  mouths. 

I  muft  now  complete  your  idea  of  a 
Spanifli  chafleur,  by  giving  you  a  defcrip* 
tion  of  his  drefs.  You  may  imagine  it 
will  be  brief,  for  the  wearer  is  not  a  man 
of  falhion,  and  he  lives  beneath  a  vertical 
fun.  A  check  fiiirt  open  at  the  collar  fo 
as  to  expofe  the  neck,  from  which  hangs 
a  fmall  crucifix ;  a  wide  pair  of  trowfers^ 
alfo  check;  a  ilraw  hat,  or  rather  one 
manufadured  of  the  morafs  thatch  divided 
into  fmall  filaments,  feven  or  eight  inches 
in  the  rim,  with  a  (hallow  round  crown,  and 
very  light ;  add  his  belt  and  fword,  already 
defcribed,  and  a  pair  of  untanned  leather 
£hoes.  Into  this  drefs  put  a  man  with  a 
Spani(h  countenance,  fwarthy  but  animated, 
a  perfon  above  the  middle  fize,  thin  but  not 
meagre:  to  his  belt  affix  the  cotton  ropes,  and 
imagine  them  attached  by  collars  round  the 
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necks  of  his  dog%  abd.  you  will  have  a 
finiihed  pidure  of  him. 

t 

Befides  his  untanned  (hoe^  the  chafleur 
often  contrives  in  the  woods  a  curious 
defence  for  his  feet,  which  is  greatly  pre- 
ferable. Having  fkinned  the  thighs  and 
liocks  of  the  wild  hog»  he  thmfts  his  foot 
into  the  raiw  hide  as  far  as  he  can  force  it, 
then  cuts'  a  fmall  flip  at  the  inftep^  and 
with  his  knife  takes  oUt  the  fqperfluous 
(kin  behind,  adapting  the  remainder  to 
his  ancle  and  the  lower  part  of  his  leg. 
The  pliant  hide  takes  the  fhape  of  a  clofe 
{hort  half  boot,  (itting  like  a  glove  on 
the  foot,  with  a  lengthened  ufelefs  projec- 
tion beyond  the  toe,  fomething  refembling 
the  modern  fafhion  of  our  beaux.  This 
contrivance  will  laft  a  march  of  weekis, 
or  months;  but  once  taken  off,  the  fkin 
dries,  ihrivels,  and  becomes  ufelefs.  There 
are  porco  zopaios  made  of  dried  hides, 
that  reach   to   the  calf  of  the  leg ;  but 
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they  are  wide,  hard,  and  not  pliant  to  the 
feet. 

4 

The  Befucal  chafleurs  had  not  above 
feveniy  dogs  properly  broke;  the  others, 
of  which  they  had  many,  though  of  the 
fame  breed,  will  kill  the  objed  they  pur* 
fue :  they  fly  at  the  throat,  or  other  part 
of  a  man,  and  never  quit  their  hold,  till 
they  are  cut  in  twa  Thefe  dogs,  how-* 
ever,  are  feldom,  if  ever,  carried  out  till 
perfedly  trained. 

The  articles  of  agreement  between  the 
commiflioner  and  the  chafleurs  were  as 
follows : 

"  Don  Guillermo  Dawes  Quarrell,  Lleu- 
teqant-colonel  of  Militia,  and  his  Britan- 
nic Majefty's  Commiflary,  on  the  one 
part,  and  the  underfigned  individuals  on 
the  other,  have  agreed  to  the  following 
articles : 
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••  \ft.  That  wc,  the  underfigned,  oblige 
cmrfelyes  to  go  to  the  ifland  of  Jamaica, 
taking  each  three  dogs,  for  the  hunting 
and  feizing  negroes. 

"  ^d.  That,  when  arrived  at  the  faid 
ifland,  and  informed  of  the  fituation  of 
the  runaway  or  rebellious  negroes,  we 
oblige  ouifelves  to  pradice  every  means 
that  may  be  neceflary  to  purfue,  and  ap* 
prebend  with  our  dogs,  faid  rebellious 
negroes;  fettling  beforehand  the  proper 
time  and  mode  of  our  excurfions  with  that 
government,  who  are  to  fupply  us  with 
every  afliftance  that  may  be  judged  necef- 
fary,  fuch  as  troops,  arms,  and  ammuni* 
tion. 

"  3^.  That  our  flay  in  the  faid  ifland 
ihall  be  three  months,  counted  from  the 
day  of  our  embarking  at  Batabano;  and 
for  our  fervices  during  which  time  we 
are  to  be  allowed  two  hundred  dollars 
tach ;  one  hundred  of  which  is  to  be  paid 

down^ 
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down,  and  the  other  at  the  expiration  of 
the  three  months. 

"  /[tb.  That  befides  the  two  hundred 
dollars  above  ftipulated,  all  our  expences 
of  maintenance,  in  ficknefs  or  in  health, 
ihall  be  borne  by  the  faid  D.  Guillermo 
Dawes  Quarrell,  or  the  Government  of 
Jamaica,  from  the  time  we  embark  at  Ba« 
tabano  to  our  return  to  the  faid  place. 

"  Stb.  That  if,  at  the  expiration  of  our 
being  three  months  in  the  ifland  of  Ja^ 
msdca,  that  Government  fhould  confider 
our  refidence  there  for  a  longer  time  necef> 
fary,  it  then  fhall  be  at  our  option  to  make 
a  new  agreement ;  and  in  cafe  any  of  us 
may  wi(h  to  return  immediately,  that  Go- 
vernment then  fhall  provide  us  with  a  paf* 
fage  to  Batabano. 

"  6tb.  That  being  informed  that  the  Go- 
vernment of  Jamaica  offers  a  reward  of 
960  dollars  for  apprehending  any  of  the 

F  3  rcbeU 
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Tebdlious  negroes,  agreeable  to  proclama- 
tion publifhed  in  that  ifland ;  we  hereby 
agree  to  fubmit  ourfelves  to  fuch  reparti- 
tion as  that  Government  may  make  of  fuch 
reward  betwixt  us  and  the  auxiliary  troops 
that  may  affift  us,  this  reward  being  totally 
independent  of  thofe  exprefled  in  the  third 
and  fourth  aoticles. 

^^  And,  having  unanimoufly  agreed  to  all 
the  foregoing  articles,  we  promife  to  abide 
by  them  faithfully  and  exadly ;  and  fur- 
thermore, that  we  will  all  of  us,  with  our 
dogs,  be  at  Batabano  on  the  evening  of 
the  ift  of  December,  ready  to  embark*." 

Thefe  articles  being  drawn  up  accord- 
ing to  the  wi(h  and  intentions  of  the  chaf- 
feurs,  the  commiffioner  was  eager  to  have 
them  executed  by  the  parties,  and  to  fulfil 
the  claufe  which  bound  him  to  make  an 
immediate  advance  of  a  hundred  dollars 

*  Votc9  of  the  Hottfe  of  Aflcmbly. 

each* 
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each.  He  difpatched  the  money  on  mules 
to  the  mountains  of  Befucal,  and,  flattering 
himfelf  that  he  had  mqde  fuch  arrange- 
ments as  would  fecure  a  fafe  and  eafjj^ 
clearance  from  the  port  of  BatabanO)  pie- 
pared  to  leave  the  Havanna. 


F4 
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LETTER    XI. 

A  reJ^BabU  Interpreter  unacqimnied  with  any  Latiguage, 
'^Don  Luis  refufes  the  number  ef  Cbaffeurs  required' 
^^The  Commiffioner  detained  by  the  Con/uiat, — Leaves 
the  Havanna,  and  returns  to  Be/uca/.^^Hofpitality  and 
AJfiftance  of  the  Marquifa  de  St.  Felippe  et  St.  Jago. 
•^The  Chaffturs  proceed  with  their  dogs  to  a  Rendezvous 
near  Batabano.^The  Commiffioner  haves  Bejucal.^^ 
Finds  the  Officer  at  Batabano  relieved  by  a  Mexican 
Lieut enant.'^^MonJieur  VEpie  accompanies  the  Com^ 
mifftoner.-'The  ChaJJeurs  refufe  to  embark. —  Caufe  of 
their  Refufal. — The  Mexican  fends  an  Exprefs  to  the 
Governor.  —  The  Commiffioner  guarded.  —  Meafures 
taken  by  him  to  efcape  from  Cuba  with  the  Chaffeurs. 
Their  Scruples  removed.  —  Amufements  during  the 
Commiffionet/^ s  Detention. — Efcape  and  Embarkation 
with  the  ChaJfeurs.-^Purfued  by  two  Guarda  Coftas. 
'^The  Schooner  in  danger  of  Shipwreck. ^^CrocodiHos 
at  Cayo  Blanco.^-The  Cbaffeurs  endeavour  to  compel 
the  Commiffioner  to  go  into  Trinidad.  -  The  Schooner 
bears  away  for  Jamaica.'^Cbafes  a  French  Privateer, 
nr- Arrives  at  Montego  Bay. — Fired  upon  by  the  Fort. 
^^The  Cbaffeurs  and  Dogs  landed.-^ The  Commif^ 
ftones^e  Reception^ 

JDy   the  intereft   of   Mr.  All  wood   with 
tht  colonel  of  a  regiment,  a  detachment 

of 
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of  which  was  on  duty  under  a  captain 
at  Batabano,  matters  were  fo  arranged,  that 
the  commiifioner  on  his  arrival  there,  was 
to  be  permitted  to  pafs  without  any  in* 
quiry  or  interruption.  He  therefore  con- 
ceived the  greateft  difficuhy  removed ;  and, 
meeting  the  Governor  at  a  public  enter- 
tainment, informed  him  of  his  intention 
to  leave  the  Havanna.  When  the  com* 
miflioner  was  firft  prefented  to  Don  Luis 
de  las  Cafas,  he  had  unluckily  made  choice 
of  a  worthlefs  fellow  for  an  interpreter, 
whom  the  Governor  did  not  think  it  necef- 
iary  to  employ,  requeuing  the  commiflioner 
to  ipeak  Englifh,  which,  though  Don  Luis 

could  not  ipeak  fluently,  he  underftood 
fufficiently  well;  he  converfed  in  French 
himfelf,  and  in  this  manner  all  communi- 
cations between  them  continued  to  be  eafily 
made.  Previous  to  the  commiflioner's 
mentioning  his  departure  to  the  Governor, 
he  had  been  dining  in  company,  where 
fpeaking  of  the  EngliQi-French  converfa- 
tion  he  had  with  his  Excellency,  an  old 

German 
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German  officer,  commandant  at  the  Punto^ 
offered  to  go  with  him  as  interpreter  when 
he  was  to  take  leave.  The  offer  amufed 
the  company,  and  was  accepted  by  the 
eommifTioner,  who  in  the  erening  jocularly 
told  the  Governor,  that  he  had  found 
a  more  refpedable  interpreter,  whom  he 
would  bring  with  him  next  day,  as  he 
purpofed  to  wait  upon  his  Excellency  for 
any  difpatches  he  might  choofe  to  honour 
him  with  for  Lord  Balcarres.  Next  day, 
at  the  appointed  hour,  the  German  colonel 
called  on  the  commiffioner,  full  dreffed,  to 
accompany  him  to  the  Government  houfe, 
where,  on  his  being  introduced,  Don  Luis 
laid  with  a  fmile,  he  prefumed  that  he 
was  not  the  interpreter  meant.  Being  a£* 
fured  he  was,  and  upon  a  voluntary  offer^ 
the  Governor  laughed  heartily  :  "  I  never 
underftand  much,"  faid  he,  "  of  what  Fre- 
deric attempts  to  communicate  to  me  in 
any  language,  particularly  in  Spaniih.  He 
is  almoft  as  unintelligible  in  French,  and 
luis  lived  fo  long  out  of  his  own  country^ 

6  that 
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that  he  has  even  forgot  his  mother  tongue: 
in  (hort,  Frederic  does  not  know  a  language 
upon  earth ;  and  as  his  afliftance  is  not 
very  neceffary,  we  will  purfue  our  ufual 
mode." 

Having    received    his    difpatches,    the 
commiffioner,   rendered  too  confident  by 
the  attention  which  had  been  fhown  him, 
applied  to  Don  Luis  to  be  allowed  to  add 
to  his  paflport  the  names  of  a  few  men  to 
accompany  the  dogs,  and  prefented  a  lift 
of  twenty.      Far    from    confenting,    the 
Governor  expreffed  furprife  at  the  com- 
miflioner's    fuppodng  he  would   fan£tion 
the  recruiting  of  men  in  the  dominions  of  \ 
his  Catholic  Majefty,  and  particularly  in 
favour  of  a  Power  at  war  with   another 
with  which   a   treaty    of  peace   was  juft 
concluded.     For  the  purpofe,  however,  of 
taking   care   of  the   dogs  that  had   beea 
purchafed,    he    confented   to   their   being 
attended  by  about  fix  men.     Though  the 
commiilioner  had  bought  only  fix  or  eight 

dogs, 
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dogSy  he  had  received  about  as  many  more 
in  prefents  from  fome  of  the  gentlemen  of 
high  rank  by  i^hom  he  had  been  hofpitably 
entertained ;  and  on  his  reprefenting  that  ten 
would  be  abfolutely  neceflary  to  manage  the 
dogs,  Don  Luis  was  induced  to  allow  names 
to  that  number,  feledied  by  the  commiflioner, 

to  be  inferted  in  the  paiTport,  which  he 
iigned;    and  the  commiflioner,  after   ex- 

prefling  his  fenfe  of  the  honourable  and 
kind  treatment  he  had  received,  took  his 
leav6.  He  was  now  extremely  anxious 
to  fet  out  on  his  return;  but  he  found 
the  people  as  expert  at  maniana  here  as 
.in  Trinidad,  and  was  doomed  to  mailer 
his  impatience  at  a  bull -fight,  prepared  to 
entertain  and  delay  him,  while  the  mem* 
bers  of  the  Confulat,  or  Council  of  Agri- 
culture^  Commerce!  and  Navigation,  were 
engaged  in  framing  a  propofal  to  be  made 
to  the  Government  of  Jamaica,  for  ereft- 
ing  light-houfes,  at  the  joint  expence  of 
the  two  iflands,  in  order  to  render  the 
navigation  of  the  coad  of  Cuba  and  gulf  of 

Mexico 
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Mexico  fafcr*.  The  bufinefs,  however^ 
was  foon  finilhed,  the  Commiflioner  lefc 
the  Havanna,  and,  arriving  at  Befucal, 
received  a  gratifying  welcome  from  the 
generous  Marquifa. 

The  articles  of  agreement  being  exe- 
cuted by  all  parties,  that  is  to  fay,  by  the 
commiflioner  and  thirty  chaiFeurs,  and  the 
advance  money  being  paid  on  the  part  of 
the  iiland  of  Jamaica,  the  commiflioner 
became  impatient  of  the  lead  delay,  and 
urged  the  chaflTeurs  to  make  the  bed  6f 
their  way  to  the  rendezvous  appointed^ 
which  was  at  a  fmall  ifland  in  the  morafs 
to  the  eaft  of  the  town  of  Batabano,  near 
the  port.  They  were  not  quite  fo  eager.; 
and  inftead  of  hailening  away,  they  peti- 
tioned the  Marquifa  to  allow  them  to  have 
a  little  play,  by  which  they  meant  gam« 
bling.  This  the  Marquifa  peremptorily 
refufed,  telling   them,  at   the  fame  time, 

*  Votes  of  the  Hcufc  of  Affembly  of  Jamaica,  1796. 
See  Appendixi  No.  s. 
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that  it  was  incumbent  upon  them  to  leave 
the  advance  they  had  received  with  their 
wives  and  families ;  and  inftcad  of  gamblingi 
they  w^ere  dire&ed  to  have  a  dance.  The 
Marquifa  herfelf  condefcended  not  only  to 
be  prefenty  but  to  dance  a  minuet  in  order 
to  open  the  ball ;  for  it  feems,  whenever 
it  is  known  that  flie  is  to  be  prefent  on 
any  of  thefe  occafions,  nothing  is  done  till 
file  arrives,  and  till  (he  honours  the 
aflfembly,  whether  compofed  of  high  or 
low,  with  walking  a  minuet;  (he  then^ 
having  made  the  party  happy,  takes  her 
feat  as  a  fpedatrefs.  The  commiflioner 
and  Captain  Gilpin  were  fuddenly  apprized 
of  their  being  expeded  to  accompany  the 
Marquifa  and  her  cou(in  to  the  ball-room  ; 
which  they  did,  efcorted  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  men  walking  with  lanterns  in  a  row 
on  each  fide.  On  arriving,  they  found 
the  room  full  of  company,  with  the  chaf^ 
feurs  among  them.  It  was  hinted  to  the 
commiflioner,  that  he  was  expeded  to  walk 
the  minuet  with  the  Marquifa.     Drefled 
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a  la  Piilitaire^  in  boots,  and  for  fome  time 
pad  not  much   addidled   to   dancing,    he 
would  gladly  have  been  fpared  the  exhibi- 
tion ;    however,   a-  foldier's   uniform    was 
excufable,  and  good  humour  and  addrefs 
fupplied  the  place  of  ge flic  lore.     He  went 
through  a  minuet  both  with  the  Marquila 
and  her   coudn,   as    his   companion   was 
not  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  fport  his  toe. 
They  then  took  their  feats  by  the  Marquifa^ 
and  the  reft  of  the  company  flood  up  to 
the  Spaniih  dances,   the  men  with  their 
fwords  on.     Some  of  the  chaflfeurs  being 
among  the  dancers,  the  commiflioner  was 
lavilSi   in   their  praife,  not   forgetting    to 
accompany  his  flattery  feafonably  with  the 
requefl  of  their  fetting  out  early  next  morn- 
ing for  the  place  of  rendezvous.     They 
promifed  they  would,  and  faithfully  kept 
their   promife.      While  the   commiflioner 
was  at  breakfaft  with  the   Marquifa,  Pe- 
drafTo,  the  guide,  came  to  inform  him  that 
they  were  all  off  wuth  their  dogs,  accompa**- 

i^ied  by  fome  more  chafTeurs,  whom  he  had 

per- 
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perfuaded  to  join  the  others,  although  they 
had  not  (igned  the  articles,  or  received 
the  advance.  The  party  of  ten  chafleurs 
del  Rey,  with  a  cabo  of  leader,  belonging 
to  the  body  under  the  Alcade  Provinciale, 
and  adually  in  the  King's  pay,  being  tlie 
very  men  who  had  taken  the  aflaflins  that 
had  (Iranded  the  Englifh  (hip,  had  privately 
made  their  way  acrofs  the  mountains  from 
the  Havanna,  proceeding  to  the  place  of 
rendezvous  by  different  routes,  to  prevent 
the  fufpicion  that  might  arife  from  a  large 
party  marching  together. 

Having  fucceeded  thus  far,  the  commi(^ 
fioner  took  leave  of  the  good  Marquifa 
and  her  family,  then  went  and  bade  fare- 
well to  fome  of  the  priefts  who  had  greatly 
befriended  him:  to  thefe  he  promifed  to 
fend  game-fowls  and  porter,  the  moft  ac- 
ceptable prefents  that  could  be  made  to 
them;  and  his  promife  was  afterwards 
faithfully  fulfilled.  Making  now  the  ut- 
moft  difpatch  towards  Batabano,  he  met, 

3  within 
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within  foar  miles  of  the  town,  the  captda 
of  the  company  ftationed  there*  The  in- 
telligence he  gave  was  by  no  means  agreed- 
able  to  the  commiflioner. '  It  appeared  that 
he  had  been  relieved  the  day  before  by  an 
officer  with  a  detachment  of  the  regiment 
del  Pueblo^  or  Mexican.     He  faid  he  re* 

» 

gretted  that  he  was  not  on  the*  fpot  to 
render  the  fervices  he  had  been  inftruded 
by  his  colonel  to  afibrdi  but  at  the  fame 
time  aflured  the  commiflioner,  that  no 
difficulty  was  to  be  apprehended,  the  lieu« 
tenant  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  command 
being  well  acquainted  with  his  inftrudions, 
to  every  tittle  of  which  he  would  ftridly 
conform,  and  that  he  had  himfelf  remained 
a  whole  day  beyond  his  time  at  the  pod,  for 
the  purpofe  of  impreffing  on  his  fuccefibr'a 
tnind  the  diredions  he  had  received  from 
his  colonel,  who,  the  Governor  excepted, 
was  the  man  of  the  greateft  confideration 
in  the  ifland.  ^  The  foldiers,"  continued 
he,  ^^  are  a  parcel  of  miferable  Watchinan* 
goes,  or  Mexicans,  and  the  lieutenant  ia 
Vol,  IL  G  a  poor 
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. ,~:r-i:::  r:-!!o;v,  who  may  be  eafily 

_   ._^jj.    X..::-^:.':^  by  whom  the  bufmcfs 

.   ../.wr.o  •-*:".  --^  ^^'-^i  think  himfelf  happy 

r::^    :^C  ^  len'icc  that  will  gain  him 

.....   •%::::   the    colonel,"      This    parting 

'..-.:   vi  ciie   captain's  railed  a  hope  in 

*rcj.t  of  the  commiflioner,    that  the 

^\^  uni;:e  niight  not  be  fo  prejudicial  to  his    . 

%  -w^  ai  he  at  firft  apprehended,  but  the 

•>vxu  lUbaltern,  who  had  been  raifed  from 

.:!w  rajik  of  a  lergcant,  was  not  altogether 

i:c  fubjedt  the  captain  had  promifed,  and 

^C  16  not  unlikely  that  his  predeceflbr  was 

icjoiced  at  being  relieved  fo  critically  from 
a  pod  where  he  had  a  ticklifh  game  to 
play. 

When  the  commiflioner  was  about  to 
leave  Bcl'ucal,  Monfieur  L'Epce,  the  French 
othccr  on  parole  there,  made  him  an  offer 
of  accompanying  him  to  Batabano,  which 
he  thought  it  advifeable  to  accept.  From 
the  MarijullVs  indulgence,  he  thought  no 
notice  would  be  taken  of  his  going  twenty 

miles 
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miles  beyond  his  limits^  to  a  place  where 
it  was  probable  he  would  not  be  recognized^ 
and  whence  he  could  return  to  his  quarters 
in  a  few  hours.  Two  other  confiderations 
had  great  weight  with  the  commiflioner ; 
L'Epce  fpoke  very  good  Spanifh^  and  he 
might  be  bribed  'to  do  any  thing.  It  is 
alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  peace  had  been 
concluded  between  the  two  nations,  and 
although  the  Governor  delayed  the  libera- 
tion of  about  eight  hundred  clamorous 
Jacobins  confined  in  the  Cavanna,  till  he 
could  deliver  them  over  to  a  French  com- 
miffary ,  the  cafe  of  the  officer  was  different : 
he  was  a  peaceable  man  profeding  to  be  a 
royalifl,  whereas  the  prifoners  at  the  Ha- 
vanna  were  dreaded,  and  had  they  been 
turned  loofe,  every  mifchief  might  have 
been  expedled  from  them. 

On  the  commiffioner's  arrival  at  Bata- 
bano,  he  was  treated  with  the  greateft 
refpe<a  and  attention  by  the  lieutenant, 
to  whom  he  ihowed  the  paffport,  dcfiring, 

G  2  at 
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at  the  fame  time»  that  he  would  fend  an 
order  for  permitting  the  veflel  to  pafs  the 
port.  Meanwhile,  leaving  Monfieur  L'Epec 
at  Batabano,  to  fend  him  intelligence  of 
whatever  paflfed  there,  he  proceeded  with 
Captain  Gilpin  to  the  place  of  rendezvous 
in  the  morafs,  reflecting  with  pleafure  on 
having  fo  completely  tranfadied  the  bufinefs 
he  had  undertaken,  and  on  the  profpedt 
of  failing  the  next  day  for  Jamaica.  Ar- 
rived on  the  coaft,  Captain  Gilpin  went 
on  board  the  fchoorier  to  prepare  for  the 
reception  ofvthe  men  and  dogs,  and  the 
commiflioner  returned  to  his  recruits  at  the 
rendezvous.  He  now  unhappily  found 
that  his  greateft  difficulties  were  yet  to  be 
conquered.  In  the  paflport  obtained  from 
Don  Luis  de  las  Cafas,  the  commiffioner 
had  infertcd  the  names  only  of  fix  of  the 
Chafleurs  del  Rey,  filling  up  the  num- 
ber to  ten  with  the  names  of  Pedraflb 
his  guide  and  three  other  confidential 
Spaniards.  Notice,  had  been  given  of  this 
circumftance    to    the    Chafleurs   del   Rey 

6  whofe 
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whofe  names  were  on  the  lift,  and  who 
pointed  it  out  to  thofe  that  were  not  in- 
cluded. The  latter  upon  this  refufed  to 
embark^  giving  as  a  reafon  that  they  ran 
a  rilk  of  being  hanged  on  their  return 
to  Cuba  for  proceeding  without  a  paflport ; 
and  the  former  refufed,  on  the  pretence 
of  being  by  themfelves  too  few  in  number 
to  attempt  the  enterprife,  as  it  was  likely 
that  they  would  be  all  killed  were  they 
to  encounter  fo  unequal  a  force  as  that 
with  which  they  under  ft  ood  they  were  to 
contend.  Every  argument  was  ufed  to 
convince  the  whole  body  that  they  ran 
no  danger  in  embarking,  and  every  per- 
fuafion  prefled  to  induce  them  to  proceed 
in  the  enterprife  in  which  they  had  en- 
gaged,  but  in  vain:  nothing  could  move 
them ;  and  the  pommiflioner  was  at  length 
under  the  neceffity  of  returning-  to  Bata- 
bano. 

Conceiving  tjiat  the  lieutenant  who  had 
the  command  was  fully  acquainted  with 
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the  bufinefs,  and  that  his  inflrudions  had 
prepared  him  to  wink  at  it,  the  commif- 
fioner  had  at  firft  thought  it  bed  to  proceed 
without  troubling  him  about  the  matter: 
but  in  the  dilemma  that  arofe,  no  means 
prefented  themfelvcs  of  obtaining  his  ob- 
je£t,  but  that  of  applying  to  the  officer 
to  compel  the  chafTeur^  to  embark.  Guefs 
then  how  great  was  his  furprize,  and  what 
were  his'  feelings,  when,  arriving  at  Ba* 
tabano,  he  was  informed  by  Monfieur 
L*Epee,  that  the  whole  difficulty  had  arifen 
from  the  lieutenant  himfclf,  who,  having 
been  more  inquifitive  and  tenacious  than 
was  expedled,  had  difcovered  that  above 
forty  chafleurs  were  engaged  to  embark, 
although  the  paffport  he  had  feen  men- 
tioned only  ten;  and  had  fent  notice  to 
the  men  at  the  place  of '  jendezvous,  of 
which  he  had  by  fome  means  been  in- 
formed, that  all  who  attempted  to  go, 
except  thofe  mentioned  in  the  paflport, 
would  certainly  be  hanged  ;  at  the  fame  time 
informing  them,  that  as  it  might  be  the 
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Governor's  intention  to  permit  more  thaji 
ten  to  embark,  he  had  exprefsly  difpatchcd 
a  dragoon  to  the  Havanna  to  inquire  his 
pleafure.     A  total  failure  of  the  commiC- 
fioner's  fchemes  feemcd  now   inevitable; 
added  to  which,  he  was  in  no  little  danger 
of  being  taken  up  and  fent  to  the  prifon 
of  the  Cavanna,  if  not  for  life,  at  lead  till 
the  pleafure  of  the  King  of  Spain  could 
be  known,  .  In   this  trying  fituation  his 
mind  became  irritated,  and  his  refentment 
fell  upon  the  poor  officer,  who,  though  the 
immediate  caufe  of  his  difappointment,  was 
aftuated  by  a  fenfe  of  duty.     The  more 
the   commiffioner's    anger    increafed,   the 
more   mild   and   fubmiffive   appeared   the 
poor  lieutenant:  he  declared  that  he  had 
not  the  flighted  intention  of  offending  the 
commiffioner,   or   of  impeding   his   plan, 
which  he  faid  he  had  no  doubt  was  ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  from  whom  he 
fhould  very  foon  receive  an  order  to  permit 
him   to  fail  with  the   chafleurs;  but  that 
as  for  himfelf,  his  hands  were  bound  by 
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the  fhidnefs  of  military  duty^  from  which 
he  could  not  in  honour  deviate;  and  if 
he  did,  he  fhould  probably  not  only  lofe 
his  commifiion,  his  fole  fupport,  but  be 
imprifoned  for  life.  Arguments  like  thefe, 
aided  with  uncommon  modefty  of  beha- 
*viour,  could  not  but  have  their  full  weight; 
and  the  commiflioner,  in  the  midft  of  his 
diflrefs,  feeling  for  the  officer's  embarralf- 
flienty  and  touched  with  compundion  for 
the  refentment  he  had  fhown,  forced  two 
hundred  dollars  as  a  gift  upoYi  the  worthy 
lieutenant,  who,  while  he  owned  his  ne- 
ceflities,  fcorned  a  bribe,  and  alfured  the 
commifTioner  that  no  prefent  whatever 
could  induce  him  to  fwerve  from  his  duty. 
Invincible  virtue  wherever  found,  whether 
in  the  fuperb  domes  of  imperial  cities, 
or  on  the  fwamps  of  a  petty  fi(hing-town 
in  a  remote  corner  of  the  earth,  is  the 
nobleft  objedk  that  can  be  completely  pre* 
fented  to  the  mind  of  man.  The  poor  lieu- 
tenant, whofe  bravery  had  raifed  him  from 
the  lower  ftations  of  life  to  the  rank  of 
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a  gentleman,  evinced  a  virtue  that  elevated . 

him  on  the  great  fcale  of  being;  and  the 

commiflioner,  however  difappointed  in  hb 

projtA,  could  not  but  eftimate  his  value 

fatr  above  the  moft  precious  metals.    But 

while  he  admired  the  virtue  of  the  man, 

it  muft  be  owned  it  was  with  torture  hardly 

to  be  endured.     He  had  rifen  from  a  fick 

bed,  haftened  acrofs  the  fea,  encountered 

fatiguCf   overcome  the  difficulties  he  ex« 

pedted  to  meet,  and  was  reaping  the  fruits 

of  his  adivijty  in  the  foretafte  of  eflentiallj 

ferving  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  when  an 

obftacle,  for  which  he  was  unprepared,  not 

only  checked   the   enjoyment  of  his  re* 

flexions,  but  threatened  immediate  ruin  to 

his  fcheme  and  to  himfelf.     It  is  true  he 

had  recruited  more  men  than  the  Governor 

had  allowed,  for  they  were  abfolutely  ne- 

ceflfary  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  voyage;  but 

he  came  to  Batabano,  confident  that  the 

way  had,   by   the   firft  influence  in   the 

country,  been  fmoothed  for  him  with  the 

additional   number  of  Befucal  chafl^eurs; 

and, 
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and,  had  not  the.  officer  at  the  port  been 
relieved,  nothing  could  have  prevented  his 
departure.  What  now  was  his  profped? 
A  dragoon  had  been  difpatched  to*thc 
Havanna,  by  whom  the  Governor  would 
learn  that,  inftead  of  ten  he  had  carried 
upwards  of  forty  chafleurs  to  the  port  to 
be  embarked ;  Don  Luis's  refentment  would 
neceflarily  be  the  confequence  of  this  in- 
formation, and  however  the  goodnefs  natu- 
ral to  him,  and  his  confideration  for  the 
melancholy  (late  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica, 
might  incline  him  to  a£t  leniently  on  the 
occafion,  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  that 
he  would  overlook  a  tranfadlion  officially 
and  publicly  made  known  to  him,  when 
no  perfuafion  could  induce  him  to  confent 
to  it  while  the  knowledge  of  it  was  con- 
fined to  a  few  perfons.  An  order,  there*- 
fore,  to  ftop  the  chafleurs  and  fecure  the 
commiffioner  was  the  lead  to  be  expeded. 
The  happy  images  of  intimidating  the 
Maroons  *  to  a  furrender,  or  of  driving 
them  from  their  faftncfics,  all  vanifhcd, 

and 
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and  made  way  for  others  of  a  gloomy 
nature  ;  on  the  one  hand,  the  Britifti  troops 
harafled  by  the  fuccefsful  ambuflies  of  their 
enemy,  th#  country  defolated,  long  kept 
in  fufpenfe  and  alarm,  and  perhaps  finally 
ruined,  like  St.  Domingo,  on  the  cfther; 
himfelf  thrown  into  the.  prifon  of  the  Ca- 
vanna,  waiting  the  refult  of  difpatches  fent 
acrofs  the  Atlantic. 

Although  the  hope  of  averting  the  mis- 
fortune could  be  but  fmall,  the  commif- 
fioner  refolved  to  leave  nothing  untried 
that  gave  him  the  llighteft  chance  of 
retrieving  his  plan.  If  the  lieutenant  was 
not  to  be  bribed,  equal  firmnefs  might  not 
inhabit  the  bread  of  the  dragoon  whom, 
he  had  charged  with  his  exprefs  for  the 
Governor  j  and  the  commiflioner,  without 
lofing  a  moment,  difpatched  PedraflTo  after 
him  with  money.  With  the  guide  he 
fent  one  of  the  chafleurs  del  Rey,  having 
firft  given  him  a  very  ample  compenfa- 
tion.     Their  inftrudtions  were   to   make 

the 
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the  utmoft  ijpeed  and  overtake  the  dra- 
goon, to  whom  they  were   to  offer   the 
bribe;  if  he  happened  to  refufe  it,  they 
were  to  kill  his  horfe,  and  ei§age  fome 
of  the  Befucal  people  to  fecure  his  perfoa 
privately;    at  all  events,  to   prevent  his 
reaching  the  Havanna  with  the  lieutenant's 
difpatches.   Pedraflb  was  to  proceed  thither 
with  a  letter  to  Mr.  Alwood,  in  which  the 
commiifioner  informed  him  of  the  change 
of  the  officer  at  Batabano  and  of  his  own 
dilemma,  requefting  him  to  obtain  from  the 
Governor,  if  poflible,  a  general  order  to 
the  lieutenant  to   let  the  cha(reurs>  pafs, 
without,  fpecifying    any    number.      The 
chafTeur  del  Rey  was  to  conceal  himfelf  on 
the  road  till  Pedraflb  came  back  for  him, 
and  on  his  return  to  his  companions  was 
to  produce   a  lift  of  the   ten    chafleurs, 
written  iii  a  Spanifh  hand,  with  which  he 
was  furni(hed  by  Monfieur  L'Epee,  and 
to   fay   that   the   Alcade   Provinciale    had 
ordered  him  to  return  immediately  with 
ppfitive    injundions    to    the   chaffeurs   to 

embark 
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embark  without  delay.  Pedraflb  was  to 
affert  that  the  Covernor  had  given  per- 
miilion  for  as  many  to  go  on  board* as  the 
commiflioner  chofe  to  take  with  him ;  and 
that  the  Marquifa  de  Filippe  et  St.  Jago 
had  dire£ted  him  to  order  her  people  to 
obey  the  commiffioner.  This  projefl:  of  a 
forlorn  hope  was  immediately  put  into 
execution :  ,the  dragoon  was  overtaken, 
received  his  bribe,  and  relinquifhed  his 
horfe.  So  far  fortunate,  Pedraflb  lodged 
bis  companion  on  the  way,  and  proceeded 
alone  to  the  Havanna.  The  guide  was  aU 
moft  the  only  man  among  the  chafleurs  per- 
fonally  known  to  Don  Luis  de  las  Cafas, 
who  recognized  him  as  he  was  pafling  in 
the  town;  and  concluding  that  he  had 
deferted  the  conjmiffioncr  after  receiving 
his  money,  ordered  him  to  be  carried 
to  prifon.  Luckily,  Pedra(lb  had  twelve 
dollars  remaining  in  his  pocket,  with 
which  he  prevailed  on  a  foldier  to  go  to 
Mr.  Alwood,  and  inform  him  of  his  fitya- 
tion,      Mr.  Alwood  immediately  fpoke  to 

the 
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the  Marquis  del  Real  Secorro,  who  applied 
to  the  Governor  for  Pedraflb's  releafe, 
afluring  him  that  the  fchooner  had  not 
failed,  and  that  Mr.  Alwood  meant  to 
write  on  bufmefs  by  him  to  the  commif- 
fionen  He  was  on  this  releafed  after  a 
very  few  hour's  confinement ;  and  having 
lieceived  a  letter  from  that  gentleman,  fet 
out  on  his  return  to  Batabano.  Mr.  Al« 
wood,  fenfible  that  an  application  to  the 
Governor  as  to  an  increafe.  of  the  number 
of  chaifeurs  would  be  fruitlefs,  probably 
judged  that  the  mention  of  any  dilemma 
would  be  alfo  impolitic,  and  that  it  would  be 
bed  for  the  commiflioner  to  extricate  himfelf, 
if  poflible,  without  the  circumftance  being 
made  known  to  the  Government.  No  order 
therefore  was  obtained,  but  the  mod  was  made 
of  Pedraflb's  confinement.'  He  declared  that 
he  had  experienced  the  difpleafure  of  the 
Governor,  who,  at  firft  fufp£ding  him'  of 
defertion,  had  ordered  him  to  prifon ;  but, 
on  being  informed  that  he  had  been  fent 
on  bufinefs  by  the  commiflioner,  releafed 

him. 
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lirm,  and  defired  him  to  return  and  order  all 
the  chaffeurs  to  embark  immediately.   The 
circumftance  was  literally  true,  and  the  a£- 
fertion  of  it  by  Pedraflb  was  corroborated 
in  an  extraordinary  manner.     It  happened 
that  the  colleftor  -of  the  port  of  Batabano 
was  leaving  the  Havanna,  where,   as  he 
pafled,  feeing  Pedraflb  at  the  prifon  gate 
obtaining  his  releafe,  he  inquired  and  heard 
the  (lory  of  his  defertion  and  confinement 
publicly  idked  of.     Soon*  after  Pcdraflb*s 
arrival,   the  chaffeur  del  Rey,   who  took 
care  not  to  come  exactly  at  the  fame  time, 
appeared  with  the  lid  of  the  names  of  all 
his  party,   and  aflerted  that   the  Alcalde 
Provinciale,   who  was   coming   over,   de- 
clared, that  if  he  found  any  of  them  left 
behind,  he  would  have  them  imprifoned, 
and  punifhed  for  difobedience  of  orders. 

The  poor  lieutenant  now  began  to  ap- 
prehend that  he  had  not  only  offended 
the  commifConer,   but   had   incurred   the 

Governor's  difpleafure,  and  he  even  coa- 

lo  fidered 
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fidered  the  detention  of  the  dragoon,  who 
lie  fuppofed  had  reached  the  Havanna, 
and  ihould  have  been  back  full  eight- 
and-forty  hours  before,  as  a  mark  of  dii^ 
approbation.  He  was  not,  however,  fo 
dioroaghly  convinced  of  this  as  to  comply 
with  the  commifiioner's  defire  of  imme- 
£ately  embarking,  but  entreated  him  to 
extend  his  patience  a  little  more,  it  being 
improbable,  he  faid,  that  the  dragoon  fhould 
be  much  longer  detained.  Anxious  to 
extenuate  his  apparent  rigour  of  condudi:, 
he  aflfured  the  commiflioner,  whom  he 
entitled  Grande  Colonel^  that  he  had  the 
higheft  refpe£t  for  him,  and  that,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  deference  he  felt,  he 
ihould  certainly  have  fent  the  French  offi- 
cer, whom  he  knew  to  be  reflxided  to  Be- 
fucal  on  parole,  to  the  fort  of  the  Cavanna 
in  irons.  Confcious  of  not  meaning  ill, 
he  befought  the  commiffioner,  if  offence 
ihould  be  taken  at  his  condud,  to  write 
in  his  favour  to  the  Governor.  This  being 
promifed,  his  hean  grew  lighter,  and  he 

did 


(    97    ) 

did  every  thing  he  could  to  foften  the 
diftrefs  into  which  he  had  thrown  hisgueft, 
which  of  neceffity  the  commiffionerhad  now 
become.  Sometimes,  the  latter,  a  little  angry 
at  being  detained  fo  much  longer  than  was 
neceflary  for  the  return  of  the  dragoon, 
and  knowing  too  that  he  would  never 
return,  was  upon  the  point  of  venting 
his  fpleen,  when  the  humble  vifrge  of  the 
unhappy  lieutenant,  cloathing  itfelf  with  a 
fmile  of  deprecation,  over  a  ftew-pan  in 
which  hte  was  preparing  a  favoury  difh 
on  a  charcoal  fire  near  the  table,  completely 
difarmed  him :  the  heart  that  could  not 
have  felt  for  the  poor  fellow  muft  have 
been  callous.  Humble  and  attentive  as 
he  was,  however,  he  fufFered  not  tha 
flighteft  abatement  in  the  vigilance  of  the 
guard  over  the  commiflioner,  who  for  four 
days  had  the  eyes  of  twelve  Mexican  fol- 
diers  upon  htm,  befides  a  corporal  and  four 
dragoons,  who  were  his  conftant  attendants. 
Through  the  day  he  was  generally  at  the 
lieutenant's  quarters,  adjoining  the  guard-' 
Vol.  II.  H  houfei 
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houfe:  the  place  allotted  for  hia  lodging 
at  night,  w^s  an  unoccupied  building,  of 
a  fingle  room,  belonging  to  the  Colledor 
of  the  Port,  but  at  fome  diftance  from  his 
houfe.  There,  on  two  very  hard  cow- 
hides ftretched  over  frames,  and  covered 
with  mats,  he  and  the  French  officer  re- 
pofed  themfelves,  though,  as  it  may  well 
be  imagini^,  the  commiflioner  at  this  vex* 
atious  jundurc  did  not  much  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  fleep.  Nothing  could  prevail 
upon  the  lieutenant  to  relax  the  rfgour  of 
his  duty,  but  his  mind  at  the  fa'me  time 
was  engaged  in  fhowing  every  civility  and 
rcfped:,  fuch  as  he  might  have  thought 
it  incumbent  upon  him  to  pay  to  a  ftate 
prifoner  of  high  rank.  On  the  4th  day 
of  this  kind  of  imprifonment,  that  is,  on 
the  day  of  the  return  of  Pedraflb  and  the 
chafl'eur  del  Rey,  the  lieutenant,  anxious 
to  induce  the  commiifioner  to  wait  with 
patience  the  arrival  of  the  Governor's 
favourable  anfwer,  now  hourly  expefted 
by  the  dragoon,   ordered   a  puppet-lhow 

to 
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to  be  got  up  for  his  amufement  Spanilh 
foldiers  are  capital  hands  at  a  puppet-(how« 
The  commiflioner  obferved  them  very 
bufy  all  the  day :  nor  had  he  himfelf  been 
lefs  occupied,  for  from  the  moment  of  Pe- 
draflfo's  return,  he  had  fet  every  engine 
to  work  in  order  to  eStCt  his  efcape.  The 
chai^urs  had  all  fubmitted  on  the  report 
of  Pedrailb  and  the  chaflfeur  who  brought 
the  lift,  and  had  agreed  to  embark  upon 
an  order  from  the  commiffioner :  the  only 
point  then  was,  to  evade  the  vigilance  of 
the  lieutenant  and  hn  guard.  The  plan 
of  efcape  was  concertied  with  Pedraflb^  who 
was  furnifhed  with  money  to  play  his  part 
properly.  He  undertook  to  prevent  the 
return  of  the  fort  guard  after  the  puppet- 
fhow,  by  lending  them  a  few  dollars  to 
engage  them  in  gambling;  to  bribe  the 
dragoon  ferjeant  with  a  hundred  dollars, 
not  only  to  wink  at  their  efcape,  but  to 
aflift  in  it;  and  when  every  thing  was 
ready  for  departure,  he  was,  as  foon  as 
the  moon  went  down,  to  have  a  horie 
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waiting  at  a  convenient  diftance  for  the  com- 
inifnoner,.gnd  to  give  him  notice  by  tapping 
at  his  window.  Masters  were  condudled 
Accordingly :  the  ferjeant  proved  himfelf 
worthy  of  his  wages,  no  man  could  have 
performed  his  part  better,  either  as  direftor 
of  the  fhow,  or  promoter  of  the  efcape  j 
and  as  for  the  guard,  Pedraflb  was  fully 
confident  that  the  fhow,  and  the  money 
he  had  fcattered  among  them,  would  keep 
them  at  the  town  till  the  next  day.  TTie 
hour  of  meeting  beiojg  come,  the  commif- 
fioner,  his  guard  atfending,  was  honoured 
with  the  company  of  the  colledlor's  daugh* 
ters,  two  gigantic  damfels,  between  whom 
he  walked  with  (ludied  gallantry,  afFedting 
at  the  fame  time  to  limp,  as  if  he  were 
fenfible  of  an  approaching  fit  of  the  gout. 
The  entertainment  was  the  ufual  trumpery 
of  puppet-fliows,  but  an  incident  intro- 
duced in  the  laft  fcene  as  a  compliment 
to  the  commiflioncr,  gave  a  moft  ludicrous 
turn  to  the  coriclufion.  A  puppet,  repre- 
fcnting  a  naked  negro,  was  brouglit  for- 
ward 
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ward  in  the  a£t  of  running ;  after  hiqt 
came  the  figures  of  dogs,  accompanie4 
with  a  loud  barking,  and  then  a  figure 
reprefenting  the  Grande  Colonel  himfelf 
with  a  drawn  fword  and  a  high  cocked 
hat,  ornamented  with  long  feathers,  as  like 
the  commiiOoner's  as  it  could  be  made: 
he  was  ufliered  in  with  a  general  fliout  of 
a  Maroono^  a  Maroono.  The  puppet  being 
worked  too  rapidly  backwards  and  for- 
wards, in  the  vehemence  of  adion  lome 
of  the  gentleman's  tackling  gave  way,  and^ 
he  was  thrown  about  in  a  crippled  ftate, 
which  correfponding  with  the  lamenefs  af- 
fe^ed  by  the  commiffioncr  all  that  day, 
occafioned  a  general  uproar  of.  laughter  and 
fhouting,  which  put  an  end  to  the  piece, 
when  many  apologies  were  made  by  thq 
performers,  who  protefted  that  they  meant 
no  offence  to  the  Britifli  colonel,  nor  any 
jeft  on  his  beitig  coba^  or  lame,  but  that 
the  wires  of  his  reprefentative  were  acci- 
dentally broken  by  too  violent  an  exertion 
to  difplay  his  bravery.     It  was  generally 
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tinderftood  on  the  return  of  PedrafTo  and 
the  chaflfeur  del  Rey,  that  the  bufmef;  had 
begi  fuHy  fettled  for  his  departure  with 
the  approbation  of  the  Governor,  and  the 
Spaniards  were  all  eager  in  their  offers 
of  accompanying  him  to  reduce  the  Ma« 
roons.  The  commiilioner  now  returned, 
guarded  as  before,  to  fup  with  the  lieute- 
nant, and  having  been  at  no  expence  for 
the  puppet-fliow,  requefted  permiffion  to 
give  the  foldiers  a  trifle  to  drink :  this 
was  not  objeded  to,  and  he  took  care  to 
give  the  Mexicans  enough  to  cnfure  their 
intoxication.  When  he  was  fuppofed  to 
be  giving  them  rials,  he  flipped  two  dollars 
into  the  hands  of  each,  and  then  fat  down 
to  fupper.  Completely  to  blind  the  lieu- 
tenant, the  commiflioner  in  the  morning 
had  fent  a  part,  of  his  baggage  to  his 
quarters,  to  remain  there  with  fome  fmall 
'caflics,  fuppofed  defigned  for  porter  as  pre- 
fents  to  feveral  perfons,  which  feemed  to 
be  a  convincing  proof  of  his  intention 
to  wait  the  refult  of  the  expeded  anfwer 

from 
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from  the  Havanna,  and  was  a  kind  of 
pledge  to  the  officer  for  the  fecurity  of  his 
perfon.  But  to  leave  a  full  impreffion, 
not  only  of  his  being  reconciled  to  ftay, 
but  of  his  inability  to  go,  on  retiring  from 
fuppcr  to  his  apartment,  he  appeared  to 
fufFer  torture  from  the  gout.  No  dovht 
now  remained  with  the  lieutenant  that  he 
(hould  have  the  pleafure  of  the  commif- 
fioner's  company  till  the  return  of  his 
exprefs  dragoon  from  the  Havanna,  and 
L'Epee  was  left  to  ply  him  with  frequent 
draughts  of  porter,  of  which  the  Spaniih 

Creoles  are  very  fond.  The  Frenchmaot 
however,  pufhed  his  importunities  to  fuch 
excefs,  that  the  wrath  of  the  Mexican  was 
roufed,  and  fome  angry  words  paffing,  the 
former  quitted  the  field,  and  joined  the  com* 
miffioner,  whom  he  informed  that  the  lieu- 
tenant was  going  to  bed,  but  not  fo  drunk 
as  he  could  have  wiflied.  He  was,  however^ 
too  far  advanced  hirafelf  to  determine  the 
point  precifely.  It  was  about  eleven  o'clock 
when  Monfieur  L'Epee  came  to  the  cham- 
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bcr,  and  the  commiflioner,  recolle£ling  that 
he  had  left  his  plftols  at  the  lieutenants 
quarters,  difpatched  him  to  bring  them 
away  if  poffible  unperceived.  This  he 
very  dexteroufly  effeded,  by  going  with- 
out any  ceremony  into  his  room  after  he 
was  in  bed,  under  pretence  of  looking  for 
feme  articles  wanted  for  the  night,  which 
the  commiflioner  had  left  there  among 
other  things.  The  piftols  being  immedi- 
ately loaded,  each  threw  himfelf  on  his 
jnatrafs  with  his  cloaths  on,  and  the  lights 
were  extinguifhed.  About  twelve  o'clock 
the  commifnoner,  hearing  the  trampling 
of  a  horfe,  gently  unbolted  his  door,  and 
fuppofing  it  to  be  the  guide,  alked  in  a 
low  tone  of  voice  if  it  was  Pedraflb ;  but 
the  man  pafling  into  the  ftreet  near  the 
door,  which  opened  on  the  fide  of  the 
room  into  an  alley,  the  commiflioner  found 
that  it  was  the  dragoon  ferjeant.  He  was 
at  fir  ft  ftartlcd,  but  on  being  fainted  with 
a  bueno  pocbc  ftgnor^  in  a  mild,  intelligent 
tone,  he  felt  affured  that  the  hundred  dol- 
lars 
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V 

lars  had  not  been  thrown  away,  and  that 
all  was  fafe  in  that  quarter.  Every  thing 
was  now  quiet,  and  the  commiffioner 
counted  the  minutes  as  he  anxioufly  waited 
the  fignal  to  be  given  by  the  guide,  who 
about  two  o'clock  tapped  gently  at  the 
window,  and  defired  him  to  crofs  the 
ftreet  cautioufly,  that  he  might  run  no 
ri(k  of  being  obferved,  informing  him  that 
he  would  find  him  with  horfes  about  a 
hundred  yards  off  in  a  dired  line. 

Amidft  his  preparation  for  efcaping,  the 
commiffioner  had  not  been  forgetful  of 
the  poor  lieucenant,  whom  he  refpe£ted 
and  pitied.  He  wrote  letters  to  his  friends 
at  the  Havanna,  ftating  the  circumftances, 
and  fully  exculpating  him.  He  alfo  rc- 
quefted  Mr.  Alvvood  to  make  every  in- 
tereft  ia  his  behalf,  and  to  give  him  a 
hundred  pounds,  (hould  he  meet  any  diftrefs 
upon  this  occafion.  To  the  French  officer 
he  gave  a  hundred  and  twenty  dollars, 
and  thanked  him  warmly  for  his  fervices, 

the 
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the  laft  of  wtich  he  was  now  to  perform, 
by  engaging  the  attention  of  the  guard  at 

the  guardhoufe  oppofite  the  lieutenant's 
door,  a  little  higher  up  the  ftreet  which 
the  commiflioner  was  to  crofs.    The  moon 

was  juft  gone  down ;  no  light  was  to  be 
fcen  but  the  guard's;  and  now  fhaking 
hands  with  Monficur  L'Epce,  the  commif- 
fioner,  at  parting,  made  him  a  prefent  of 
his  trunks,  faddlcs,  barrels,  and  other 
things  depofited  at  the  lieutenant's  quarters, 
not  doubting  that  his  fertile  genius  would 
enable  him  to  decamp  before  day-dawn  with 
all  but  the  empty  barrels  to  Befucal.  L'Epcc 
was  foon  at  the  guardhoufe,*where  he  began 
talking  loudly  with  the  foldiers,  who  came 
about  him  with  great  vociferation  and 
clamour,  the  cfFed  of  fome  dollars'  worth  of 
agua-dente,  or  rum.  The  commiffioner, 
creeping  on  his  hands  and  knees  acrofs  the 
ftreet,  heard  him  defirc  them  to  make  lefs 
noife,  that  they  might  not  wake  the  colonel, 
who  was  ill.  This  was  the  laft  he  heard 
of  JMonfieur  L'Ei^ce;  and  having  got  fafe 
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beyond  fight  of  the  guardhoufe,  he  fooa 
came  up  with  Pedraflb  and  the  horfes,  with 
a  couple  of  Spaniards,    whom  the  guide 
had  bribed.     He  mounted  without  a  mo- 
ment's   delay,    benumbed    by   the   chilly 
damps  of  the  morafs,  in  a  night  uncom- 
monly cold  for  the  latitude  he  was  in ;  his 
pidols  fecured  in  a  belt,  his  fword  by  his 
fide,  having  neither  gloves  nor  great  coat, 
which  were  left  with  his  other  things  at 
the  lieutenant's.      In    this  date   he   rode 
forward,   but    had    not   proceeded    many 
yards  when  his  horfe  was  tripped  up  by 
fome  ropes  that  had  been   carelefsly  left 
acrofs  the  path  of  a  rope-walk.      Every 
impediment  was  now  of  moment,,  and  the 
fall  he  rieceived  was  very  fevere  j  but  the 
horfe  being   fecured,    he  again   mounted, 
and  rode  to  the  edge  of  the  iporafs,  where 
he  alighted  to  avoid  a  fmall  houfe  in  the 
caufeway  which  ferved   occafionally  as  a 
ftation  for  fome  of  the  guard,  and  waded 
through  a  fliort  angle  of  the  morafs,  he  then 
proceeded  with  Pedraflb  along  the  caufe- 
way 


(     io8     ) 

way  to  the  beach,  where  he  had  the  fatif- 
fadion  of  finding  moft  of  the  chafleurs 
ready  and  anxious  to  embark,  and  was 
told  that  the  reft  were  coming  up  from  the 
little  ifland  where  they  had  rendezvoufed. 
He  was  very  foon  joined  by  thefe,  and 
nothing  now  remained  but  to  get  the  dogs 
on  board,  and  embark  as  quietly  as  poflible. 
This  was  no  light  talk,  but  fortunately 
the  Englifli  failors  had  fecured  all  the 
boats  in  the  harbour,  not  excepting  thofe 
of  the  guarda  coftas,  the  officers  belong- 
ing to  which  were  dancing  fandangoes  in 
the  country.  Having  difmountfed  the  only 
two  guns  that  could  bear  on  the  fchocner, 
and  the  fort-guard  being  all  happily  en- 
gaged in  gaming  at  the  tov/n,  the  commif- 
fioner  proceeded  to  embark  his  people. 
The  trouble  attending  the  embarkation 
was  inconceivable,  and  the  loud  inceflant 
barking  of  more  than  a  hundred  large  dogs, 
was  enough  to  give  an  alarm  that  might 
have  reached  the  town.  The  fhallownefs  of 
the  water  prevented  the  boats  from  coming 

withia 
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within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  beach, 
and  of  courfe  the  dogs  were  to  be  carried 
in  the  arms  of  the  men,  which  was  a  work 
of  great  laboun  The  dogs  had  heavy 
chains  on,  and  be^Jng  unaccuftomed  to  the 
Tailors,  (Iruggled,  fcratched,  and  made  a 
terrible  noife.  The  howling  and  barking 
were  tremendous  along  the  fliore,  and  the 
figures  of  th6  men  carrying  the  dogs,  feen 
through  the  dark  (hade  of  night,  would 
have  afforded  an  excellent  fubjedk  to  a 
painter  of  genius.     The  people  had  many 

turns  to  make  before  all  the  dogs  were 
placed  on  board,  and  confequently  a  con- 
fiderable  time  was  cpnfumed  in  the  em- 
barkation ;  however,  by  fun-rife,  forty 
chafleurs,  with  a  hundred  and  four  dogs, 
were  (hipped.  Of  the  dogs,  thirty-fix  only 
were  thoroughly  trained,  the  others  were 
the  bed  that  could  be  procured,  and  would 
have  anfwered  the  purpofe,  if  the  Ma- 
roons had  compelled  the  ufe  of  them.  All 
hands  being  on  board,  the  fchooner  was 
immediately  got  under  way,  and  the  dogs 
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fecured,  to  give  as  little  trouble  as  poffible ; 
yet  many  a  curie  did  they  get  from  the 
fiulorsy  whom  they  clawed,  and  contrived 
to  nip  with  their  teeth ,  though  muzzled. 

Nothing  was  now  talk^  of  but  a  fpeedy 
paflage  to  Jamaica,  and  the  rewards  ex- 
pe£ted.  The  commiflioner's  mind  was 
relieved  of  a  load  of  anxiety ;  mirth  and 
good  humour  prevailed  among  the  people, 
and  the  veflfel  was  ilanding  to  fea  under  a 
croud  of.  f^dl,  when  they  fuddenly  faw  two 
guarda  coftas  coming  out  of  port  after  them. 
This  appearance,  however,  gave  them  no 
alarm:  the  complement  of  the  fchooner  now 
amounted  to  ninety-fix  men;  nor  would 
the  Spanifh  vefTels  have  dared  to  attack 
her,  had  they  even  come  up  with  her, 
which  they  were  probably  as  little  inclined 
as  able  to  do.  Towards  the  evening  they 
tacked  and  returned  to  port.  The  coaft 
was  now  clear,  and  every  danger  of  dif- 
appointment  feemed  completely  removed, 
when,  as  the  night  was  advancing,  the  pilots, 

tcr- 
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terrified  by  the  guarda  codas,  or  miftaking 
the  channel,  ran  the  fchooner  aground  at 
a  confiderable  diflance  from  any  of  the 
keys  or  iflands.  All  attempt  to  get  her  off 
was  fruitlefs,  and  at  twelve  o'clock  a 
violent  North*  fetting  in,  (he  began  to 
thump  with  fuch  violence,  that  the  rudder 
was  driven  up  by  every  ftroke  fo  as  to  be 
almofl:  unfliipped  ;  and  had'  not  the  vefTel 
been  new  and  ftrong,  fhe  muft  have  gone 
to  pieces.  Never  could  a  night  have  been 
pafTed  in  greater  horror.  Surrounded  by 
reefs  and  breakers,  the  gale  increafing  to  a 
ftorm,  and  the  depth  of  water  diminiflied 
by  the  power  of  the  wind,  there  was  but 
little  hope  of  faving  either  the  veffel  or  the 
crew.  The  Englifli  failors,  perfuaded  that 
a  wreck  was  inevitable,  hoifted  out  the 
boat  to  fecure  it  for  ihemfelves ;  and 
getting  all  in,  kept  under  the  lee  of  the 

*  In  the  months  of  November  and  December^  the  wind 
frequently  blows  from  the  N'oith  for  a  fhort  time,  and 
generally  accompanied  with  laJn.  Tbefe  occafional  winds 
arc  called  North*. 
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fchooner.  In  the  confufion  that  prevailed, 
maqy  of  the  dogs  got  loofe,  and  feized 
upon  the  cattle  which  had  been  put  on 
board  to  fuftain  them  through  the  voyage. 
The  bellowing  of  thefe  poor  animals,  the 
howling  of  the  dogs,  the  blowing  of  the 
wind,  the  roaring  of  the  fea,  the  audible  and 
agitated  praying  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the 
darknefs  of  the  night,  confpired  to  render 
the  fituation  tremendous.  Captain  Gilpin 
requefted  the  commiflioncr  to  take  to  the 
boat  with  the  feamen,  who  would  admit  both 
of  them :  but  a  fmall  boat,  crouded  with 
twenty  men,  not  having  room  to  ufe  their 
oars,  could  have  no  chance  of  being  faved. 
Had  the  failors  put  off  from  the  veffel,  they 
would  inevitably  have  driven  upon  a  reef 
of  rocks  a  mile  to  leeward,  where  they 
muft  have  perirficd.  When  Britifli  feamen 
defpair,  the  danger  muft  be  great  indeed : 
not  one  of  the  crew  expedtcd  to  live  till 
the  morning,  and  the  commiffioner  faw 
nothing  to  induce  him  to  embrace  the  pro- 
pofal  of  joining  thofc  in  the  boat.     Next 

morn- 
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niorning  the  laolence  of  the  North  had  fo 
leflened  the  depth  of  water  in  the  channel 
that  the  fchooner,  whieh  drew  ten  feet 
four  inches,  was  now  in  feven  feet  fix^ 
file  confequently  no  longer  thumped  the 
iknds,  but  lay  over  upon  her  larboard  fide ' 
▼eiry  much.  In  this  (ituadon  (he  remained  ~ 
the  reft  of  the  day,  and  all  night.  The 
fttcceeding  day  the  North  abated,  the 
channels  began  to  fill  again,  and  hope  once 
more  revived;  but  another  night  was 
pafled  in  the  pofition  of  the  preceding. 
On  the  third  day,  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  the  ballaft  was  thrown  overboard^ 
anchors  were  carried  out,  and  at  length, 
by  warping,  the  fchooner  was  got  afloat. 
Joy  being  reftored,  the  pilots  were  aflured 
that  they  fhould  be  hanged  if  the  veflc! 
again  ran  aground;  but  they  foon  found 
a*  proper  channel,  and  cleared  the  in- 
tricacies of  the  Jardines.  The  fchooner, 
previous  to  her  clearing  the  keys,  being 
obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor  under  Cayo 
Blanco,  a  fmall  trading  veflel  made  up  to 
Vol.  11.  I  her 
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hefj  to  beg  fome  water;  and  the  people 
being  told  that  there  was  a  fpring  on  the 
ke7  at  a  little  diftance,  find  they  had 
attempted  to  fupply  themfelves  there,  but 
liad  been  prevented  by  a  crocodlUo,  The 
cpmmiflioner,  wifhing  to  get  one  of  thefe 
animals,  fent  fix  of  the  Spaniards  with  their 
mufchets  and  a  flrong  hog-lance  to  kill 
and  bring  it  aboard.  Some  time  after  they 
fet  out,  Pcdraflb  being  informed  of  it,  fore- 
told that  they  would  return  unfuccefsful ; 
which  proved  to  be  the  cafe :  the  men 
came  back  with  their  inufchets  hacked, 
and  the  lance  bent  at  the  point*  Pedrafib 
laughed  at  the  mountaineers,  whom  he 
inflrudted  in  the  mode  of  taking  a  croco- 
dillo.  Tliis  was,  on  the  creature's  ap- 
proach, to  offer  him  a  hat,  which  he 
would  feize  and  tug :  the  affailant  was 
then  to  raife  the  head  with  the  hat,  which 
gave  him  an  opportunity  to  pierce  with 
his  weapon  the  penetrable  part  of  the  cro- 
codillo,  between  the  throat  and  the  breaft, 

in  a  direction  to  the  heart  i  for  as  to  his 

head. 
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liead,  back^  and  fides^  they  were  able  td 
re(ifl  the  force  of  a  mufket  balL  PedrafTd 
offered  to  go  aad  take  one  in  the  morning } 
but  the  light  enabling  the  fchooner  to 
proceed,  the  commiflioner's  mind  was  too 
intent  on  the  iflue  of  his  voyage  to 
permit  the  delay  of  a  moment.  The  ceo* 
codillo  differs  confiderably  from  the  cay* 
man,  or  common  alligatbn  The  former 
is  never  known  to  exceed  feven  or  eight 
feet,  is  lighter  made,  and  will  attack  maa 
or  bealL  The  latter  grows  to  fixteen  and 
feventeen  feet,  is  heavy,  timid^  and  flies 
from  man,  though  he  will  fometimes  feize 
on  dogs,  fheep,  and  other  feeble  animals; 
The  Spaniards  fay  that  no  crocodillos  are 
to  be  found  in  places  frequented  by  alii-* 
gators  c  thefe  abound  on  the  fouth  keys^ 
which  are  muddy,  and  on  the  muddy 
morafles  of  the  main  ifland,  where  they 
live  oh  crabs  and  fifh  of  all  fizes^  left  ia 
abundance  on  the  mud  by  the  tide :  on  the 
contrary,  the  crocodillos  are  feen  on  the 
drier  fandy  keys  of  the  Jardines  and  this 
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oppofite  coaily  and  particularly  in  the  iile 
of  Pinc8|  where  they  are  often  found  in 
the  lower  plains,  at  fome  diftance  6om 
the  water. 

The  fchooner  bang,  now  under  way, 
quite  clear  of  the  Jardines,  the  commif^ 
fioner's  hopes  of  fucceis  were  raifed  to  the 
higheft  pitch,  and  every  flattering  image 
was  renewed  in  his  mind.  But  he  was 
doomed  to  fuFer  freih  vexation  from 
the  unyielding  piety  of  the  Spaniards. 
They  all  declared,  that  it  was  incumbent 
upon  them  to  exprefs  their  gratitude  to 
St.  Anthony  for  being  iaved  from  fhip- 
wreck,  and  to  receive  abfolution  from  their 
priells  before  they  proceeded;  for  which 
double  purpofe  they  infifted  on  putting 
ibto  the  port  of  Trinidad.  Nothing  could 
prevail  upon  them  to  forego  this  refoli^- 
tion :  they  declared  that  they  would  leave 
their  dogs  on  board,  and  return  after 
fatisfying  their   confclences.      The    cook* 

miifioner  determined,  if  poffible,  not  to 
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truft  them;  but  they  were  pofitive^  and 
being  all  armed  with  long  fabres,  were 
fufficiendy  powerful  to  c&Ql  their  pur- 
pofe.  Though  no  feamen^  they  knew 
which  tack  laid  the  veflfel  off  the  coaft, 
and  would  not  fuffer  it :  the  land  breeze 
however  coming  off,  the  failors  edged 
away  from  the  ihore  as  much  as  poflibie» 
Fortunately  in  the  morning  a  heavy  North 
s^ain  fet  in,  that  rendered  the  making 
Trinidad  impradlicable,  and  there  was 
(ome  chance  of  iisdlling  in  with  a  Bri« 
ti(h  crui j:er^  ^iwhofe  afliilance  would  have 
completely  fupported  the  commiffioner's 
determination  of  not  putting  in  with 
the  Spantalrds;  but  the  purpofe  was  as 
fully  anfwered  by  the  North's  increafing, 
which  forced  the  fchooner  off  the  coaft 
of  Cuba;  flie  was  therefore  of  neceffity 
put  before  the  wind,  and  next  momidg 
fell  in  with  the  land  near  Falmouth  in 
the  parifli  of  Trelawney,  the  fight  of  which 
was  rendered  doubly  joyous  by  the  recollec* 
tion  of  the  many  diflicnitirs  that  had  been 

I  ^  cncoun- 
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encountered  and  overcome.  As  (he  ftood 
in  fhore  in  the  mornings  the  fchooner 
faw  a  French  privateer,  which  (he  chafed, 
and,  being  a  much  fader  failer,  would 
have  taken,  had  not  the  Frenchman,  by 
tacking,  gained  to  windward,  the  Mercury 
not  holding  fo  good  a  wind,  owing  to  her 
having  been  obliged  to  throw  fo  much 
of  her  ballaft  over  board  to  get  her  off 
the  ground  in  the  pailage  of  the  Jardines. 
At ,  length  being  now  quite  out  of  pro- 
vifions  and  water,  (he  bore  up  for  Mon« 
tego  Bay,  where  the  cofCmiflioner  was 
to  experience  a  new  vexation  before  he 
landed.  Entering  the  bay  at  dufk  in  the 
evening,  the  officer  of  the  fort  miftook 
the  Mercury  for  an  enemy's  privateer, 
and  fhe  had  to  run  the  gantlet  of  the  bat« 
teries,  from  which  fhe  was  welcomed 
back  by  feveral  vollies  of  grape^fliot.  As 
fortune  would  have  it,  neither  men  nor 
dogs  were  hurt,  and  on  the  1 4th  of  De- 
cember, the  fchooner  dropped  anchor  in 
a  birth  where  ihe  lay  covered  by  fome 

Ame- 
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AfBerican  vefTels  between  her  and  the  baN 
teries. 

The  commiflioner  had  been  abfent  feven 
Weeks,  and,  ahhough  he  had  completely 
fuccceded  in  the  immediate  objeft  of  his 
expedition  to  Cuba,  he  was  willing  to 
flatter  himfelf  that  a  favourable  progrefs 
had  been  made  in  the  war,  and  that 
there  would  be  no  occafion  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  recruits  he  had  brought 
with  him ;  but  his  firft  enquiries  pro* 
duccd  an  anfwer,  which  convinced  him 
that  their  fervices  would  be  required*  He 
received  a  melancholy  account  of  the  ftate 
of  affairs,  and  was  informed  that  very  little 
progrefs  had  been  made  in  reducing  the 
Maroons,  that  the  troops  had  fuffered  great 
lofTes,  that  the  militia  were  jaded,  and  the 

numbers  on  duty  greatly  leflened*  No  time, 
therefore,  was  loft  in  landing  the  chaffeurs 
and  their  dogs:  the  wild  and  formidable 
appearance  of  both  fpread  terror  through 
the  place;   the  ftreets  were   cleared,  the 

,  I  4  doors 
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doors  of  the  houfes  fliu^  and  the  windqwi 
crcudcd.  Not  a  negro  ventured  to  ftir 
cu:.  The  muzzled  dogs  vrith  the  heavy 
nttilag  chains  ferociouflj  making  at  every 
objecl,  and  fwcibly  dragging  on  the  chaf- 
ienrs,  who  could  hardly  reftrain  them, 
prefented  a  fcene  of  a  tremendous  nature, 
well  calculated  to  give  a  moft  awful  colour- 
ing to  the  report  which  would  be  conveyed 
to  the  Maroons. 

The  defpondence  that  had  prevailed  now 
yielded  to  hope,  renovated  by  the  arrival 
of  the  commiilionery  and  joy  was  fpread 
jthroughout  the  iiland.  He  was  congra- 
tulated, and  thanked  by  all  who  met  him  : 
Ids  exertions  were  extolled  in  all  com« 
panics;  no  praife  was  thought  too  high, 
nor  could  a  reward  be  named  adequate  to 
his  fervices.  If,  indeed,  we  confider  the 
(pint  of  the  entcrprifej  the  indefatigable 
afitivity  with  which  it  was  purfued,  the 
difficulties  overcome,  and  the  difpatch  with 
which  it  was  completed,  we  muft  allow 

that 
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that  the  gratitude  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Jamaica  was  not  premature^  for  although 
the  ultimate  objed  of  the  Cuba  expedition 
remained  to  be  accomplifhed,  the  expedi- 
tion itfelf  had  been  conduded  with  un- 
common energy  and  ability,  and  had  been 
attended  with  complete  fuccels:  and  it  is 
no  wonder  that  the  great  proprietors^  fome 
of  whom  had  declared  themfelves  ready 
to  lay  down  the  half  of  their  fortunes  for 
the  fupprei&on  of  the  dangerous  rebellion 
raging  in  the  heart  of  the  coujntry,  ihould 
feel  the  obligation  they  were  under  to  one 
who  had  rifen  from  a  bed  of  ficknefs,  de« 
ipifed  fatigue  and  danger,  and  reftored  to 
them  the  profpedt  of  faving  their  property 
and  the  ifland  firom  deftrudion. 
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State  of  the  War  in  Jamaica.^^March  to  Seven  Rtverim 
— TAtf  Cbajfeurs  reviewed  by  General  Walpole.—  Cri" 
tical  Period. — Colonel  Hull  marches  in. Search  of  Mon-* 
tagufs  Party. ^Cato  killed.^'^The  Parties  meet. ^^ A 
7ruci.  ^^Treaty  of  Peace ^  —  Unfortunate  Rencontre 
Vfitb  Cohnel  Stevenfoifs  Detacbn^ent.^^^^^Ctknel  Skinner 
advances  from  Po/l  Augujlus  againft  Joknfon.'^Is 
recalled.''^ Johnfon^s  .intended  Projects. ^^Tbe  Lifu^ 
tenant  ^Governor  arrives  at  Wemyft'Caftle.^^  Ratifies 
General  WalpMs  Treaty. ^^Difirtift  and  A^rehenfions 

.  ^  the  Maroons. — Keep  out  beyond  the  Day  (^pointed 
for  their  Surrender. '—'The  Cbajfeurs  diffatufied*^— 
General  Walpol/s  Opinion  refpeBing  them.'— ^Bodies  of 
Maroons  furrender  at  different  Times.— ^Palmer  and 
Parkin/bn,  with  fome  others,  remove  to  a  djfiant  Part 
of  the  Country.^^Fidelity  rf  Johnfin  and  Smith. — They 
beg  for  a  Party  to  go  and  bring  in  the  Remainder  of  the 
Maroons. — Refufed.—^The  Spaniards  eager  to  j^.— 
Nutricious  Root  found  in  the  Woods. ^Detachment 
fent  againf  Palmer  and  Parkinfon. — Dilemma  of  the 
Patty.— ^Palmer  and  Parkinfon  furrender.'— Tertnina^ 
tion  of  the  War. 

Jr  REVious  to  the  arrival  of  the  Spanifli 
chaflfeurs,  General  Walpole,  well  knowing 

1 1  that 
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that  the  talents  of  Johnfon  rendered  him 
the  moft  formidable  of  the  Maroon  chiefs, 
and  that  his  vigour  and  aftivity  called  for 
the    ftrifteft   vigilance   on   his   cnterprife, 
thought  it  neceflary  to   alarm   him  from 
time    to    time    by    feigned    movements, 
though  he  could  not  fpare  a  fuflicient  num- 
ber of  troops  to  eftablifh  ftrong  pofts  on 
the  Weftmoreland  quarter,   the  principal 
ftation  of  his  party.     Thefe   movements 
were  made  with   an  appearance  of  great 
feCrefy,   but   with   a  defign  of  Johnfon's 
being  informed  bf  them ;   for  there  was 
no  doubt  that  he  received  intelligence  by 
means  of  fome  of  the  negroes,  the  certainty 
of  which  was  afterwards  evinced  by  the 
fpeedy  information   given   to  him  of  the 
arrival  of  the  chafTeurs.     To  countenance 
the  feint,  General  Walpole  gave  orders  for 
purchafmg  provifions  for  a  grand  depot  on 
the  Weftmoreland  fide,  while,  in  reality, 
he  was  executing  a  plan  which  he  had  I'ug- 
gefted  of  carrying  a  road  through  the  few 
fprings  in  the  cock-pits  from  the  north  fide 

to 
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^  ^vcudi  hdc  of  the  ifland|  and  of  pufhing 
.K^ma  detachments  of  the  troops  to  take  poft 
at  (be  IpringSy  which,  from  the  difficulty  of 
obcalaing  water,  muft  have  rendered  the 
cxcurfions  of  the  Maroons  eaflward  almoft 
impradticable.  General  Walpole  had  efta- 
l>Iiflied  pofts  on  the  1 8th  of  November,  at 
HeAor's  River,  and  Mouth  River,  cover- 
ing the  eaftern  part  of  the  ifland  with  the 
Clarendon  and  Vere  militia:  but  great 
fears  were  entertained  in  the  Nauflau 
mountains  to  the  fouth,  which,  from  the 
want  of  force,  could  not  be  effedually 
guarded;  and  the  weather  having  been 
dry,  the  burning  the  eftates  in  that  quarter 
was  much  dreaded.  The  adion  between 
Captain  Drummond  and  Johnfon,  men- 
tioned at  the  conclulion  of  my  eighth 
Letter,  happened  in  confequence  of  the 
feigned  movements  planned  by  General 
Walpole.  It  took  place  on  the  13th  of 
December,  the  day  before  the  arrival  of 
the  chafleurs,  and  the  Maroons  after  the 
adion  threatened  to  burn  Belvidere,  Ge- 
neral 
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neral  Reid's  eftate,  in  a  few  nights.  la 
the  mean  time  the  commiflioner  had  landed 
the  chafTeurs,  and  difpatches  were  imme« 
diately  fent  to  General  Walpole  at  the  Old 
Town  announcing  their  arrival*  The  news 
flew  fo  rapidly  through  the  country,  that 
in  lefsthan  two  hours  it  reached  General' 
Reid,  at  his*  pofl  on  Great  River,  and  he 
^nftantly  wrote  to  the  commiflioner,  r6- 
quelling  him  to  bring  the  chafleurs  to  hint 
as  fpeedily  as  poflible;  at  the  fame  time 
mentioning  the  a£lion  that  had  been  fought 
with  Gtptain  Drummond,  and  that  another 
attack  was  intended  immediately,  afluring 
him  that  he  would  be  refponfible  to  Ge« 
neral  Walpole  for  his  not  waiting  his 
orders.  On  receiving  this  letter,  the  com- 
miflioner loft  no  time  in  pufhing  up  the 
chaflTeurs  towards  Poft  Auguftus,  the  ap« 
pointed  rendezvous,  where  troops  were 
to  be  aflembled  for  the  attack  propofed.* 
Two  halts  were  made  on  the  way,  at 
which  time  cattle  were  killed  for  the  ufe 
of  the  dogs  and  men.     The  manner  of 

1  flaying 
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flaying  an  ox,  by  which  he  was  ^  fbon 
diipatched  as  by  the  ordinary  mode,  was 
t9  fet  fome  dogs  on  him,  who  pinned 
him  down,  and  one  of  the  chafTeurs  with 
his  iharp  mufchet  cut  the  throat  of  the 
animal.  The  dogs  catching  at  the  blood 
with  open  mouths,  and  pufhing  one  an- 
other's heads  about,  were  half  covered 
with  it,  and  being  powdered  witli  dull  on 
their  march,  es^hibited  a  ferocious  appear* 
ance,  well  calculated  to  infpire  terror. 
The  negroes  on  the  different  eftates  through 
which  they  palfed,  left  their,  work  and  fled 
ia  every  direction.  The  Maroons  too 
were  very  foon  informed  of  the  approach 
of  the  chafTeurs.  Johnfon,  after  the  adbion 
with  Captain  Drummond,  had  returned  to 
his  old  pofition,  or  rather  to  one  a  mile  to 
the  eaftward  of  it,  where  he  conceived  he 
fhould  engage  with  more  advantage,  and 
he  was  bold  enough  to  fav,  that,  covered 
by  the  woods,  and  independent  of  the 
cock-pits,  he  thought  himfelf  equal  to  any 
force  that  could  be  brought  agaiufl  him : 

but 
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but  no  fooner  did  he  hear  of  the  arrival 
of  the  chqfleurs,  than  he  quitted  this  po- 
rtion  in   order  to  join   old   Montague's  ' 
party. 

The  fecond  halt  of  the  chafleurs  was 
made  at  a  place  called  Seven  Rivers^ 
where  they  remained  all  night.  Here, 
by  an  order  from  General  Walpole,  fmall 
fufils  were  given  to  the  Spaniards,  who 
were  with  difl5culty  perfuaded  to  take 
them,  declaring  that  they  would  rather 
depend  entirely  on  their  fwords  and  dogs ; 
and  though  each  took  one,  it  feems  they 
determined  among  themfelves  to  lodge 
them  with  the  rear-guard  before  they 
went  into  action.  They  laughed  on  being 
told  that  the  Maroons  were  good  markf- 
men,  and  would  fight  under  cover,  re- 
tiring from  hill  to  hill.  They  were  fully 
apprized,  they  faid,  of  all  the  Maroons 
could  do,  and  only  wlfhed  to  get  upon 
their  track. 

Anxious 
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Anxious  to  review  the  ctiafl*eurs>  Getiefat 
Walpole  left  head-quarters,  the'  morning 
after  they  were  landed,  before  day-break, 
and  arrived  in  i  poft-chaife  at  Seven  River« 
about  feven  o'clock,  accompanied  by  Co- 
lonel Skinner,  whom  he  appointed  to 
condudl  the  intended  attack.  Notice  of 
Ids  coming  having  preceded  him,  a  pa« 
rade  of  the  chaffeurs  was  ordered*  They 
were  taken  to  a  diftance  from  the  houfe, 
in  order  to  be  advanced  when  the  General 
alighted.  On  his  arrival,  the  commiilToner 
having  paid  his  refpedts  to  him,  was  defired 
to  parade  them*  The  Spaniards  appeared 
at  the  end  of  a  gentle  acclivity,  drawn  out 
in  a  line  containing  upwards  of  forty  men, 
with  their  dogs  in  front,  unmuzzled,  and 
held  by  the  cotton-ropes. .  According  to 
diredlions  previoufly  given,   on   receiving 

the  command  to  fire,  they  difcharged  their 
fudls,  and  advanced  as  upon  a  real  attack. 
This  was  intended  to  afcertain  what  efFefl; 
would  be  produced  on  the  dogs  if  engaged 
under  a  fire  of  the  Maroons.     The  volley 

was 


t     "9    ) 

vras  no  fooner  fired  than  the  dogs  prefTed 
forward  with  the  grcateft  fury,  amidft  the 
continued  fhouts  of  the  Spaniards,  who 
were  dragged  on  with  irrefiftible  force. 
Some  of  the  dogs,  maddened  by  the  fhout 
of  attack  while  held  back  by  the  ropes> 
feized  on  the  fiocks  of  the  guns  in  the 
hands  of  their  keepers,  and  tore  pieces  out 
of  them.  Their  impetuofity  was  fo  great, 
that  they  were  with  difficulty  flopped  be- 
fore they  reached  the  General,  who  found 
it  neceflary  to  go  into  the  chaife  from 
which  he  had  alighted ;  and  if  the  greateft 
exertions  had  not  been  made  to  flop  them, 
they  would  certainly  have  feized  upon  his 
horfes.  He  was  much  pleafed  with  the 
review,  and  augured  a  happy  efied  from 
their  appearance  among  the  Maroons.  The 
chafleurs  hearing  that  they  were  to  attend 
the  troops  in  an  attack  that  was  to  be 
made  as  foon  as  poflible,  exprefled  great 
anxiety  to  go  out  alone ;  but  every  folici- 
tation  on  the  fubjed  was  reprefTed,  and 
they  were  dircAcd  to  be  ftridly  attentive 
Vol.  IL  K  to 
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I    J.,     tuo  ^t  Ccloz^l  Skinner^  under 
vTif^.hvy  Jvcre  g':iag  out. 

TTlt  'uncture  appeared  favourable  to 
G'c«itrul  Wdlpole  for  attempting  to  bring 
the  MarcoDS  to  terms  which  it  might 
not  be  injurious  to  the  country,  or  de- 
rogatory to  the  dignity  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  grant.  It  is  true  no  viflory  of 
importance  had  been  obtained  over  them, 
but  the  militia  under  Colonel  Stevenfon, 
and  other  detachments,  had  confiderably 
checked  their  predatory  incurfions  on  the 
provifion  grounds  in  Trelawney,  and  the 
General  from  his  own  ftation  had  driven 
them  into  the  remote  cock-pits,  where, 
from  the  fetting  in  of  the  dry  weather, 
the  fcarcity  of  water  muft  have  been 
already  felt  Parties  from  Poft  Auguftus 
and  Mocha  had,  by  conflids  with  John- 
fon,  confined  his  depredations  on  that  fide 
of  the  mountains.  The  pods  eftablifhed 
at  Mouth  and  Hedor  Rivers,  witb  the 
Clarendon  and  Vere  militia,  under  Colonel 
Robertfon  and  Major  Shaw,  had  fuccpfT- 

fuUy 
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fully  opliofed  the  Maroon  inroads  to  the 
eaft:  and  on  the  15th  Colonel  Hull  had 
maintained   a  gallant  adion  with   Mon- 
tague's  party,   whom   he    had  forced    to 
retreat.     There  were  confiderations  on  the 
other  hand,  that  had  great  weight  in  in- 
fluencing the  General  to  force  the  Maroons 
into  an  accommodation,  fo  earneftly  prefled 
for  by  the  country  in  general.    The  feftival 
of  Chriftmas  was  approaching,   a  period 
when,  even  in  times  of  the  greateft  tran- 
quillity, it  has  always  been  thought  proper 
to  be  particularly  vigilant  againft  the  con- 
fequences  of  the  intemperance  and  exceflfes 
in  which  many  of  the  negroes  then  in- 
dulge.    The  protraction  of  the  war  had 
aftonilhed  the  other  bodies  of  Maroons  and 
the  flaves,  and  had  fixed  their  attention 
on  the  events  of  it,  which  were  fometimes 
fooner  known  among  them  at  very  diftant 
parts,   than    at   the   capital ;    and   it   was 
reported  that  a  very  large  body  intended 
to  join  the  Maroons.     The  dry  weather 
'  was  fct  in,  the  beginning  of  crop  was  at 

K  2  hand. 
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hand|  and  the  canes  now  ripe  and  drop* 
ping  their  dry  blades,  were  become  very 
combuftible.  A  few  rebellious  negroes 
might  cafily  efied  a  devaftation  which  it 
might  not  be  in  the  power  of  thoufands 
of  attached  and  orderly  ones  to  prevent 
or  arreft ;  for  the  violent  parching  winds 
prevailing  in  the  dry  feafon,  would  carry 
a  fire  through  whole  diftridts.  Now  then, 
General  Walpole,  inftead  of  driving  the 
Maroons  to  defperation,  conceived  the 
wifeft  ftep  he  could  take  would  be  to  feize 
the  opportunity  offered  by  the  terror  which 
was  fpread  by  the  arrival  of  the  chafleurst 
to  ftiow  them  that  though  their  firft  fuc- 
cefles  had  determined  him  to  continue  the 
conflid  till  he  fubdued  them  by  force  of 
arms,  he  was  willing,  when  joined  by  a 

.force  which  from  its  nature  could  not  fail 
of  driving  them  from  their  recefTes,  to  adopt 
mild  meafures  rather  than  proceed  to  a 
purfuit,  the  effeds  of  which  would  be  fo 

.  terrible.  He  accordingly  direded  Colonel 
Hull,  who  had  been  ordered  to  advance 

from 
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from  the  Old  Town  againft  Montague's 
party,  to  offer  them  terms ;  and  he  deiired 
Colonel  Skinner,  in  going  out  againft  John- 
fon,  to  keep  the  chafleurs  in  the  rear« 

On  the  1 8th,  Colonel  Hull,  with  a  part 
of  the  62d  tegiment,  detachments  of  the 
17th  light  dragoons,  and  other  regular 
corps,  forming  a  very  ftrong  force,  went 
out  after  Montague's  party,  who  had 
received  a  meffage  from  Johnfon  to  ad- 
vance and  meet  him  nearer  the  Old  Town. 
The  party  having  made  a  movement  in 
confequence  of  the  meffage.  Colonel  Hull, 
after  a  march  of  about  fix  miles,  fell  in 
with  them  much  fooner  than  he  expedted, 
at  Pond  River.  A  negro  was  immediately 
difpatched  to  haften  the  baggage  up.  Cato, 
a  ilave,  was  the  perfon  fent.  During  the 
whole  campaign  he  had  been  a  moft  faith- 
ful guide.  It  was  by  his  means  the  re- 
treat of  the  rebels  was  difcovered,  and  he 
had  behaved  in  adion  with  great  bravery, 
but  returning  for  the  baggage,   he  was 

K  3  unfor^ 
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unfartuoateiy  killfsd  by  9  Maroon  in  an 
ambufli. 

The  Maroons  were  on  the  fide  of  a 
deep  hill,  and  the  troops  on  an  oppofite 
acclivity,   with  a  narrow  glade   between 
them.      Colonel    Hull's    advanced    guard 
coming    upon    them    by   furprife,    began 
a  fire,  which  was  returned  by  the  Ma« 
roons :  but  orders  were  immediately  given 
to  flop  firing,  the  officers   direding   the 
men  to  cover  themfelves  as  well  as  they 
could  by  the  trees.    This  being  obeyed^ 
the  Maroons  were  called  to,  repeatedly,  to 
defift  firings  and  told   that   the  General 
wifhed  to  grant  them  peace.     A  flraggling 
fire,  however,  being  kept  up  by  the  body^ 
feemed  tq  enrage  their  captains,  who  find* 
ing  the   fire  of  tlie  troops   had   entirely 
ceafed,    no  longer  concealed   themfelves^ 
but  were  feen  fkipping  among  the  rocka 
\  to  filence  their  own.     This  being  efie&ed, 
they  afked  if  General  >Valpole  was  (here 
to  talk  to  themi  apd  were  told  he  wa$  not^ 

but 
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bat  that  he  flionld  be.  (ent  for,  and  that 
in  the  mean  time  Coionel  Hull  was  au^^ 
thorizted  to  grant  thete  peace.  A  long 
converfadon  now  took  place,  during  wliich 
the  Maxooni  appeared  extretnel/  diftruftful.- 
At  length  Mr.  Werge  6f  the  17th  light 
dragoons,  with  great  prefenoe  of  mind  aod 
eool  deliberate  courage,  threw  down  his 
arms  and  defeended  to  the  foot  of  the  hill 
ciofe  to  them^  calling  upon  them  to  meet 
him,  telling  them  that  as  the  war  yr^ 
ended,  neither  partj  ihould  be  afraid  to 
meet  and  £hake  hands  Aipor)  it«  On  thiS) 
Fowler,  the  Maroon,  advanced  and  took 
him  by  the .  hand,  and  at  Mr.  Werge's 
propofal  changed  hats  and  jackets  with 
him.  Charles  Schaw,  who  had  the  covoi^ 
mand  of  old  Montague's  party,  then  came 
down,  and  afterwards  one  or  two  more  of 
the  captains.  Nothing  more  was  efiedted 
at  this  time  than  a  cefTation  of  hoflilities. 
The  Maroons  declared  that  they  woiild 
not  fire  upon  the  troops  if  they  did  not 
advance,*  affbiing  Colonel  Hull  that  they 
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on  their  fide  would  not  advance  on  him. 
The  night,  however,  coming  on,  rendered 
the  fituation  of  both  parties  hazardous  and 
painful.  There  was  a  fmall  fpriog  of 
water  in  the  glade  between  them,  and  it 
was  agreed  in  order  that  no  partial  advan- 
tage might  be  gained  hj  either  fide,  that 
each  (hould  advance  two  fentries  to  guard 
it.  In  this  pofition  they  lay  under  arms 
all  night.  However,  about  two  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  the  want  of  water,  which 
was  feverely  felt  on  both  fides,  impelled 
the  Maroons  to  call  out  to  the  troops,  and 
propofe  that  Colonel  Hull  (hould  withdraw 
his  fentries  a  little  way  till  they  fupplled 
themfelves,  after  which  they  would  with* 
draw  theirs,  that  the  troops  might  go  and 
take  water.  The  propofal  was  readily 
confented  to,  and  both  parties  obtained  a 
refrefiiment  they  were  extremely  in  want 
of. 

An  exprefs  having  been  fent  to  General 
Walpole,  infonmng  him  of  the  truce  that 

bad 
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had  iften  place»  the  Maroons  were  told  at 
day-dawn  that  he  was  on  his  way,  and 
in  the  mean  time  they  were  invited  to 
fend  fome  of  their  captains  to  meet  an 
equal  number  of  the  officers  at  the  fpring ; 
but  the  cautious  captains  chofe  to  referve 
their  confidence  till  they  faw  the  Gene* 
ral,  who  with  General  Reid  arrived  early 
in  the  morning,  and  was  met  by  old 
Montague  and  the  captains,  depending  on 
the  promife  of  the  Commander  in  Chief 
for  the  fecurity  of  their  perfons.  After 
fome  talk,  the  following  propofals  were 
made  by  the  Maroons,  and  granted  by 
General  Walpole, 

\Jl.  That  they  would  on  their  knees  beg 
his  Majefty's  pardon. 

%d.  That  they  would  go  to  the  Old 
Town,  Montw'go  Bay,  or  any  other  place 
that  might  be  pointed  out,  and  would  fettle 
on  whatever  lands  the  Governor,  Council, 
and  A^embly  might  think  proper  to  allot. 
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a  ways  *. 


To  thefe  fimple  articles,  entered  into  on 
the  2ift  of  December  1795,  and  confidered 
as  a  treaty.  General  Walpole  was  under 
the  neceflity  of  adding  another^  which  was 
a  fecret  one,  promiting  that  the  Maroons 
ihould  not  be  fent  off  the  ifland,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  acdede  on  his  oath  f.  Thefe 
preliminaries  fettled,  the  General  allowed 
a  certain  time  for  them  to  bring  in  'their 

» 

women  and  children,  who  were  concealed 
in  a  remote  fitiiation,  where  they  had  been 
Hying  in  a  mifprable  (late,  the  meazles 
having  broke  out  among  them,  and  where 
they  were  almoft  famifhed  from  being 
unable  to  procure  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
provifions.  Some  of  the  men  returned 
to  head-quarters  to  reprefcnt  this  and 
the  neceffity  of  carrying  in  provifions  to 

•  Votes  of  the  Hcufe  of  Affcmbly.     Sec  Appendix, 
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jtheir  fiimUtea^  repeating  the  moft  fplemn 
aflurances  of  their  infention  to  come  ia 
with  as  much  expedition  as  poffibTe. 

When  the  ^ides  of  the  treaty  were 
agreed  to.  General  Walpole  cautioned  the 
MaiDons  refpeStloL^  a  party  under  Colonel 
Steyeofon  that  had  I^een  fent  out  from 
another  direction  with  the  view  of  covering 
the  grounds  and  co-operating  with  Colonel 
Hull^  ihould  an   a£Hon  take  place.     To 
prevent  their  l^ing  attacked,  the  General 
gave  them  a  letter  to  Colonel  Stevenfon^ 
informing  him  of  the  peace  he  had  granted. 
On  parting,  a  number  of  the  Maroons, 
now  joined  by  about  thirty  of  their  women, 
yrho  were  employed  in  carrying  baggage 
arid  provifions,  unfortunately  took  a  route 
towards  Colonel  Stevenfon's   detachment, 
whofe  advance  came  by  furprife  on  the 
women   as    they   were   afcending  a   hill. 
TTiefe  fled   in  different  dire<3tions,  while 
the  men  called  out  tq  flop;  but  a  firing 
being  begun,  the  voices  were  difrcgarded. 
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as  the  Maroons  were  accuftomed  to  call 
out  in  battle.  Smith  having  fixed  General 
Walpole^s  letter  in  a  cleft  dick,  ufed  his 
utmofl:  endeavours  to  have  i(  noticed  by 
prefcnting  it  at  different  openings  of  the 
virood,  retreating  as  Colonel  Stevenfon  ad- 
vanced. Not  fucceeding,  he  at  length  took 
to  his  gun,  and  the  battle  became  general. 
Captain  Dunbar  of  the  militia,  and  fome 
others,  v^ere  killed,  feveral  were  wounded, 
and  the  afiair  ended  like  mod  of  the  adions 
in  the  woods:  the  Maroons  fought  them-* 
felves  off,  and  the  militia,  after  exhaufting 
themfelves,  retreated. 

In  the  mean  time  Colonel  Skinner,  with 
a  part  of  the  i6th  regiment,  a  detachment 
of  the  83d,  and  the  chaffeurs,  had  quitted 
Poft  Auguftus  with  the  intention  of  attack* 
ing  Johnron  on  the  ground  he  had  taken 
after  his  adion  with  Captain  Drummond. 
Johnfon,  who  before  braved  all  danger, 
had,  on  the  i8th,  in  confequence  of  his 
meffage  to  old  Montague,  when  he  heard  of 
the  chaffeurs  approach,  made  a  rapid  move* 

ment 


(     141     ) 

ment  of  hU  principal  force^  leaving  a  fcnall 
party  to  proceed  with  the  women  and  bag- 
gage to  a  fecure  place  in  the  fouthernmoft 
cock-pits,  while  he  proceeded  to  form  his 
jun£kion  with  Montague's  party,  which  he 
was  prevented  from  efieding  by  their 
falling  in  with  Colonel  Hull.  But  this 
was  unknown  to  Colonel  Skinner,  who  on 
the  19th  went  in  purfuit  of  him,  and 
having  pafled  his  old  pofition,  puihed  on 
with  redoubled  vigour,  expe^ng  every 
moment  to  overtake  him.  The  chafleurs 
entreated  to  be  allowed  to  advance,  but 
this  he  ftridly  forbade,  keeping  them  con- 
ftantly  in  the  rear.  The  party  were  within 
two  miles  of  the  body  left  by  Johnfon  to 
convoy  the  women  and  baggage,  though 
this  was  at  the  time  unknown,  and  had 
the  Spaniards  been  allowed  to  advance, 
not  ohe  of  them  could  have  efcaped. 
About  two  o'clock  an  exprefs  difpatched 
by  General  .Wal pole  before  he  left  head- 
quarters, overtook  Colonel  Skinner,  with 
an  order  to  return,   informing  him  that 
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the  Maroons  had  Ihown  a  dirpofition  to 
treat  for  peace,  which  he  hoped  in  a  few 
hours  to  conclude  with  thenu  This  was 
treiy  Unwelcome  news  to  the  chafleurs, 
who  had  buoyed  themfelTCs  up  with  the 
expedation  of  the  great  rewards  which 
had  been  offered  by  the  various  procla- 
mations: but  fome  time  after,  on  being 
ordered  to  head-quaners  at  the  Old  Town, 
diey  continued  to  entertain  hopes  of  op- 
portunities being  afforded  them  to  b&. 

The  period  in  which  General  Walpole 
made  the  peace  was  a  mod  critical  one. 
Johnfon  had  moved  to  concentre  the 
Maroon  force  for  the  purpofe  of  adopting 
a  dreadful  alternative,  had  a  negotiation 
been  unfuccefsful.  Ignorant  of  General 
Walpole's  defign  of  admitting  them  to 
terms,  it  was  his  own  intention  to  have 
fent  in  an  offer :  for  he  was  now,  for  the 
firft  time  fmce  the  burning  of  his  fettle- 
meat,  anxioufly  folicitous  for  peace.  It  is 
a   circumftance    hardly  known,   that    he 
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meant,  on  the  junftion  of  the  whole  Ma- 
roon force^  if  he  had  found  no  opportunity 
of  treating,  or  in  negotiating  had  failed, 
to  haire  eroded  the  ifland,  and  on  the  fouth 
of  the  cock-pits,  through  Cave  River,  to 
have  made  a  defcent  on  the  eftates  in  the 
mountains  of  Clarendop,  where  he  expeded 
to   find  a  more  favourable  difpofition  in 
the  negroes   than  to  the   northward  and 
weftward;  for  in  thefe  parts,  befides  the 
great  military  force  to  awe  the  flaves,  (he 
majority  of  them  were  adually  the  deter- 
mined enemies  of  the  Maroons :  whereas 
in  Clarendon,  whence  the  Maroons  origi- 
nally came,  a  degree  of  family  connexion 
was  ilijl  acknowledged  among  them,  and 
emiflaries  had  been  employed  to  afcenaia 
their  inclination.     What  that  really  was, 
never  appeared;   but    it  was  natural  for 
Johnfon   to  depend   upon   finding   many 
friends  in  that  quarter.      Had  the  peace 
not  been  made,  and  had  he  croiTed  the 
country,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  fertile 
|>arifh  of  Clarendon  would  have  been  laid 

in 
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in  aihes.  The  confequenccA  of  transferring 
the  feat  of  war  may  be  eafily  imagined : — 
&tiguing  marches,  new  quarters,  new  in- 
campments,  a  new  country  to  be  ftudied, 
new  fcenes  of  a£kion,  concluding  with 
another  removal;  and  after  fimilar  con- 
iequenceSy  other  removals,  by  which  the 
war  might  have  been  carried  round  the 
ifland,  and  perpetuated  for  years.  But  thefe 
confequences  depended  on  the  fuppofition, 

that  Johnfon's  defign  of  croffing  the  country 
could  have  been  efie£led,  of  which  there 
could  be  no  doubt  previous  to  the  arrival 
of  the  chafTeurs ;  but  now  his  moil  dreaded 
foes,  whofe  approach  had  raifed  the  idea^ 
were  too  near  upon  his  fkirts ;  and  before 
he  could  have  reached  the  place  for  the 
execution  of  his  projed,  or  attempted  any 
enterprife,  he  would  have  been  overtaken 
by  the  chaflcurs,  who,  it  may  be  fuppofed 
under  fuch  circumftances,  would  have  been 
permitted  to  advance.  Some  perfons  en- 
tertained doubts  refpeding  the  refult  of  an 

adion  between  the  chafTeurs  and  the  Ma- 
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roons.  That  their  doubts  were  not  re- 
folved  by  experience,  is  not  to  be  regretted. 
The  greatefl  reliance  was  placed  upon  the 
former,  not  only  by  the  General  and  his 
principal  ofHcdrs,  but  by  the  Governor, 
and  the  country.  Notwithftanding  this, 
General  Walpolc  judged  it  prudent  not  to 
fttfFer  them  to  ad  alone;  nor  would  he 
hazard  the  moft  diftant  chance  of  removing 
the  terror  which  had  been  infpired  by  the 
very  idea  of  their  arrival.  To  maintain 
this  terror,  and  expel  that  which  arofe  in 
the  breads  of  the  Maroons  from  diftruft  of 
the  faith  of  ihofe  with  whom  they  were 
treating,  was  how  General  Walpole's  chief 
endeavour:  but  he  found  it  not  fo  eafy 
to  fucceed  in  the  latter  as  in  the  former  * 
and  the  refolution  of  the  Maroons  wavered 
for  fome  time  between  the  two  motives  of 
dread. 

As  foon  as  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
received  an  account  of  the  pacification 
with  the  Maroons,  he  left  Major-General 
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Donald  Campbell  to  comoiand  the  troops 
on  the  fouth  fide^,  and  fetting  out  for 
the  north  fide,  proceeded  as  far  as  Wemyfs- 
Caftle,  where,  on  the  a  8th  of  December, 
](ie  ratified  General  Walpole^s  treaty ;  fixing 
the  1  ft  of  January  1 796  for  the  furrender 
and  fubmiffion  of  the  Maroons  f.  Diftruft 
and  apprehenfion  prevailing  among  them, 
they  did  not  come  in  with  that  promptnefs 

*  A  pni&ice  hat  prevailed  in  the  colonies  of  giving  the 
nuik  of  General  officers  to  gentlemen  who  have  commiilions 
in  the  militia.  In  real  fervice  this  mnft  be  attended  with 
inoch  ioconvcniencef  for  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  men 
who  occafioBally  appear  on  a  parade,  or  op  field-days  twq 
or  three  times  a-year,  and  whofc  avocations  arc  incom- 
patible with  great  military  knowledge,  Hiould  he  fufRciently 
.« ikilkd  ip  ta^icsi  to  plan  either  offeiifive  or  defeofive  opeta- 
tbns.  It  will  happen  that  regular  officers  of  very  inferior 
tank  muft  be  fuddcnly  created  temporary  or  local  com« 
snanders,  or  the  fervice  be  left  to  hazard.  This  obfervation 
u  far  from  being  intended  a$  the  flightefl  reflexion  on  the 
officers  of  the  colonial  militia,  whofc  bravery  and  intelligence 
are  in  thefe  vokimes  proved  indifputable,  but  the  thing 
(peaks  for  itfelf.  In  England,  the  officers  of  the  militia 
liever  ri£e  to  the  rank  of  a  General. 

t  Votes  of  the  Uoufe  of  AfTtmbly.     See  Appendix, 
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which  had  been  hoped  at  firft.  On  th^ 
24th,  only  two.  Smith  and  Dunbar,  had 
arrived  at  head-quarters.  Old  Montague's 
doubts  were  not  ealily  fubdued.  He 
recolleded  that  he  had  once  before  Au> 
rendered,  with  fix^and-thirty  of  his  people, 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  hofti* 
lities ;  his  treatment  in  Auguft  was  a  check 
on  his  confidence  in  December,  and  aU 
though  he  had  entered  into  the  treaty, 
he  became  the  chief  obftacle  to  the  per* 
formance  of  it ;  but  in  vain,  for  many  of 
the  Maroons  told  him  that  they  were 
determined  to  have  peace,  whether  ha 
would  or  not.  Several  came  in  on  the 
28th,  to  whom  General  Walpole  read 
Lord  Balcarres's  ratification  of  the  treaty, 
endeavouring  to  fatisfy  them  that  no  in* 
fringement  of  it  would  enfue,  of  vfhich 
they  feemed  determined  to  be  fure*.  At 
length  the  ift  of  January,  the  day  fixed 
for  the  furrender  of  the  whole,  arrived^ 

•  V«t«  of  the  H<9ufe  ©f  Affcxnbly. 
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and,  to  the  great  difappointment  of  General 
Walpole,  it  pafled  unnoticed.  This  was 
afterwards  confidered  as  a  breach  of  the 
treaty,  and  literally  it  was ;  yet,  perhaps,  a 
great  diftindtion  might  have  been  made, 
in  the  confideratioti  of  it,  between  a  dired 
breach  pregnant  with  defiance,  and  one  that 
was  fufiered  to  take  place  through  appre* 
hcnfion  of  feverity :  for  fuch  it  was.  The 
Maroons,  terrified  by  the  thoughts  of  the 
cbaflfeurs,  had  refolved  upon  peace  and 
fubmiilion,  but  fearful  of  their  fate,  they 
thought  not  of  the  particular  confequence 
of  fuch  a  breach  j  many  draggled  in,  both 
before  and  after  it  was  committed,  and 
many  could  hardly  prevail  upon  themfelves 
to  abandon  their  faftnefles  and  face  their 
deftiny :  each  was  defirous  that  his  neigh* 
hour  (hould  try  the  white  faith  firft,  and 
when  one  was  iatisfied,  he  returned  and 
brought  back  moft  of  his  family  *.  With 
their  fears,  other  caufes  combined  to  delay 
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the  furrender  of  fevcral,  who  had  gone 
in  queft  of  their  families,  and  had  found 
them  fick  and  unable  to  travel ;  of  fome 
of  their  women  loft. at  the  time  of  th^ 
laft  a£tion  one  only  was  found;  and 
yet  the  extent  of  the  delay  was  but  a 
fortnight,  if  we  except  the  fraall  party 
with  Palmer  and  Parkinfon  who  were  out 
three  months  *.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the 
failure  of  a  general  furrender  on  the  i  ft  of 
January  was  conftrued  to  be  a  continuation 
of  rebellion,  and  on  the  5th,  General 
Walpole  received  an  order  to  advance 
with  the  dogs.  The  Spaniards  began  to 
be  out  of  temper  at  not  being  permitted 
to  aA,  and  the  General,  who  had  hither*- 
to  been  eager  to  entice  in  the  dilatory 
MarooAs  rather  than  recur  to  force,  now 
feared   any  longer  temporizing,  for,  faid 

*  It  may  alfo  be  thought  that  Smith,  Dunbar,  and 
thofe  who  furrendered  on  the  ifl  of  January,  were  pledget 
for  the  coming  in  of  their  fanjiilies;  and  that  Johnfon'i 
meflengers  were  a  proof  of  hia  comph'anoe^  as  General 
'Walpole  on  going  out  met  them  coming  in, 
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he,  if  the  Spaniards  cannot  be  kept*,  it 
would  be  better  to  a^ail  ourfelves  of  the 
breach  of  the  treaty  by  the  Maroons,  and 
to  move  on;  as  nothing  can  be  clearer 
thxin  that  all  treaty  would  fcoa  terminate 
were  they  off  the  ifland  f. 

It  would  be  ufelefs  to  trace  minutely 
the  coming  in  of  the  Maroons,  which  was 
not  completely  effeded  till  the  2 2d  of 
March ;  however,  fome  of  the  occurrences 
that  took  place  may  not  be  uninterefting. 
It  was  refolved  that  in  marchings  the  troops 
ihould  always  precede  the  chafTeufs,  the 
very  attendance  of  the  latter  being  found 
to  produce  the  defired  effed.  Wherever 
they  went,  terror  flew  before  them,  antici- 
pating their  operations.     On  the  12th  of 

*  The  dogs  were  growing  too  fat  from  want  of  cxcrcifc. 
While  kept  at  their  ilation  on  the  hill  at  VaughanVficldy 
they  were  never  fuffercd  to  exercife,  though  it  wai  rc- 
qudled  by  tlie  Spamardt,  who  murmured  very  much*  de- 
daring  that  they  vnjM  become  unfit  for  adion. 
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January,  as  General  Walpole  was  ad- 
vancing, he  received  a  meiTage  from  John- 
fon,  informing  him  that  he  and  his  party 
were  coming  to  the  cock-pit  within  the 
pofts,  and  requefting  that  a  fupply  of  pro* 
vifions  might  be  ready  for  them.  The 
General,  nptwithftanding,  kept  advancing, 
and  on  tKe  14th  twenty-four  more  of  the 
Maroons  came  in,  and  another  meiTenger 
from  Johnfon,  to  fay  that  the  number 
of  the  fick  he  had  with  him  would  pre* 
vent  his  reaching  the  polls  that  day,  but 
that  he  would  not  fail  to  be  in  next 
morning.  Forty-nine  came  in  the  fame 
day,  and  on  the  next,  the  ijth.  General 
Walpole  met  Johnfon  with  between  fifty 
and  fixty  Maroons  coming  in:  feveral 
bodies  followed,  making  in  all  fince  the 
treaty  three  hundred  and  twenty-fix,  to 
whom  thofe  being  added  who  had  prc- 
vioufly  furrendered,  the  number  of  Tre- 
lawney  Maroons  in  Lord  Balcarres's  pot 
feffion  on  the  i6th  of  January  was  four 
hundred.     By  Lord  Balcarres's  order  the 

L  4  Maroons 
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Maiccas  were  marched  down  to  Mcntego 
Bar  under  eicart.      Thev  were  feat   off 
at  liifFercnt   dxnes,    Ginenl  Walpole   re- 
taining with  hiai  feTenl,  confiding  chiefly 
«f  the  families  of  Johnfon  and  Smith,  for 
the  pur^cii  cf  influencing  the  remainder 
who  were  fiill  out  to  furrender^^    Johnfon 
and  S  ni:h  particularly,  were  indefatigable 
in  their  exertions  to  bring  them   in,  and 
tiicccevied    with    fome ;    but    Palmer    and 
Parkinfcn^  the   two   men  who,   v%e  may 
remember,  had  teen  charged  with  adviling 
the  Marccns   to    fet   fire  to  their   townsj 
and  for  whofe  heads  a  confiderable  reward 
had  bccu  offered,  having  from   the   hills 
which  overlooked   head-quarters  obferved 
the  diff^r^iirc  bodies  of  thofe  who  had  fur- 
rendered    marched    off  towards    Mont  ego 
Bav  with   an   efcort  of  troops,   conceived 
fome  creacl.ery  meant  towards  them,  and 
with  their  party   and  fome   others,  who, 
IN^S  ^  ^^rc  alarmed  by  a  falfc  report 
of  the  approach  of  the  Spaniards  and  dog?, 
fled  into  the  remoter  cock-pits  to  the  fouth- 
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ward.  This  information  was  brought  by 
Johnfon  and  five  other  Maroons,  who  had 
been  fent  to  prevail  upon  the  reft  to  come 
in,  and  who  in  their  return,  after  an  ab- 
fence  of  fix  days,  the  time  allowed  them, 
were  accompanied  by  fix  additional  able 
Maroons,  and  a  great  many  women  and 
children.  Johnfon  and  Smith  evinced  the 
greateft  fidelity  in  the  excurfions  they  fre- 
quently made  in  queft  of  the  body  re- 
maining in  the  woods,  in  which  they 
never  failed  to  perfuade  many  to  return 
with  them.  Johnfon,  while  his  people 
continued  at  head-quarters  with  him,  kept 
them  in  great  order,  refufing  them  rum, 
and  punifliing  the  flighteft  difobedience. 

Palmer  and  Parkinfon  in  their  flight  had 
left  a  white  flag  at  Pond  River,  where,  on 
its  being  found.  Smith  turned  to  General 
Walpole  and  faid,  "  Sir,  we  can  bring  them 
in  as  eafy  as  kifs  your  hand."  He  prefled 
for  a  party  of  eight  Maroons,  to  be  ac-^ 
CDmpanied  by  a  detachment  of  the  troops, 

but 
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but  without  dogs,  to  go  in  fearch  of  them : 
atid  both  he  and  Johnfon  repeatedly  a(l 
ilired.  General  Walpole  that  they  believed 
every   man   might    now   be    brought   in. ' 
The  General  v/as  defirous  of  trying  the 
experiment,  but  could  not  obtain  the  con- 
fent   of  Lord    Balcarres,    who   had   now 
removed  to  Dromilly,  a  little  farther  from 
head-quarters,    and    who    thought,    from 
Smith's   application   and   the  propofal  of 
going  without  dogs,  that  not  a  moment 
was  to  be  loft.     General  Walpole,  how- 
ever, conceived  the  lofs  to  confift  in  letting 
flip  the  opportunity  of  bringing  in  all  the 
Maroons  that  were  out,  and  lamented  it, 
while  he  obeyed  his  Lordfliip's  orders  of 
fending  the  Maroons  to  Montego  Bay  *. 

The  party  out  had  now  proceeded 
fb  far  into  the  remoter  feceffes  of  the 
mountains,  that  it  became  very  difficult  to 
find  them,  without  refoiting  to  the  meafuic 
of  permitting  the  Spaniards  to  advance. 

•  Votes  6f  the  Houfcof  AfTcmbly.  Sc«Appcndix,No.  j. 
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They  were  more  eager  than  ever,  wifliing 
to  go  out  alone,  aad  to  remain,  till  they 
completed  the  bufmefs,  in  the  woods; 
where  they  declared  they  could  live  for 
ever,  for  they  afforded  much  more  fu& 
tenance  than  thofe  of  their  own  country. 
They  pointed  out  feveral  ardcles  of  whole- 
fome  food,  with  which  the  Maroons  were 
unacquainted;  particularly  a  plant  having 
.  the  appearance  of  fern,  .with  a  thin,  long 
root.  This  root,  when  grated,  is  equal 
to  the  heft  calTava,  and  there  was  an  in* 

exhauflible  fupply  of  it  near  Trelawncy- 
Town. 

On  the  nth  of  February,  Johnfon  and 
Smith  returned  from  one  of  their  excur^ 
(ions,  bringing  with  them  about  thirty 
Maroons.  Palmer  and  Parkinfon,  how^ 
ever,  were  not  of  the  number:  having 
received  very  exaggerated  accoiints  of  the 
Maroon  affairs,  and  of  what  they  had 
themfclves  to  expedt,  they  had  removed, 
as  I  have  already  obferved,  with  a  fmall 

party 
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party  to  a  confiderable  diftance.  General 
Walpole  being  determined  to  rout  them^ 
ient  a  detachment  of  the  13th  light  dra- 
goons under  Lieutenant  Gubbins,  accom- 
panied by  fome  of  the  chafieurs  with  their 
dogs,  and  a  few  of  the  Accompong  Ma- 
roons as  guides,  in  fearch  of  them.  The 
party,  ill  fupplied  with  provifions,  and 
ignorant  of  any  fprings  in  the  country 
through  which  tl^ey  were  to  pafs,  entered 
the  woods  from  the  fide  of  St.  Elizabeth 
at  One- Eye,  wi:h  a  refolution  to  penetrate 
either  diredly  through  the  cock-pits,  or 
up  the  banks  of  Hedor's  River*.  After 
a  perfevering  march  of  feveral  days,  in 
ivhich  the  troops  fuffered  extremely  by 
tbirft  as  well  as  fatigue,  the  commanding 
officer  finding  that  his  provifions  would 
not  bold  out  much  longer,  was  under  the 
necefiity  of  returning  from  the  woods. 

On  the  26th  of  February  General  Wal- 
pole,    accompanied    by    Colonel   Skinner, 

♦  Votes  of  the  Hoiife  of  Aflembly. 
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marched  from  Old  Maroon -Towa  ynth 
detachments  of  the  13th  light  dragoons 
and  1 6th  infantry^  confiftlng  of  about 
eighty  men,  attended  by  a  party  of  the 
Spanifh  chaflfeurs,  and  pafling  through  £1- 
derfly,  Accompong«-Town,  and  Aberdeen, 
was  conduced  by  Colonel  James  Rowe, 
on  the  29th,  to  a  hill  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  behind  the  laft  place,  whence  a  fmoke 
had  been  frequently  dtfcovered,  which 
was  again  feen  this  morning  in  a  north* 
eaft  dircdion,  apparently  at  no  great 
difliance ;  and  it  was  fuppofed  that  the 
party  could  reach  the  fpot  from  which  it 
rofe,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  They 
accordingly  marched  on  till  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  when  they  halted,  and 
encamped  in  a  large  glade,  at  the  foot  of  a 
very  deep  arttl  rocky  hill.  Here  the  men 
complained  of  great  thirft,  and,  on  enquiry, 
the  water  carried  for  their  fupply  was 
found  to  be  nearly  exhaufted,  there  re- 
maining only  half  a  pint  for  each  man's 

allowance  next  day.     In  the  morning  the 
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party  moved  forward  about  two  miles, 
4iMi  then  halted  for  informatioa  from  a 
Spaniard  who  had  been  fent  to  the  top  of 
a. high  hill  to  reconnoitre,  and  who,  on 
hU  return^  reported  that  the  fraoke  ap« 
peared  to  be  (till  five  miles  diftant.  There 
va$  now  no  water  left,  nor  was  there  any 
kope  of  procuring  a  fupply.  General  Wal- 
pole  therefore  thought  it  neceflary  to  order 
die  return  (^  the  party.  Upon  this,  Zeny, 
a  Spaniard  who  was  refiding  at  Montego 
Bay  when  the  chafieurq  from  Cuba  arrived 
there,  and  who,  at  the  invitation  of  the  com« 
miflioner,  had  joiped  the  other  Spaniards 
as  an  interpreter,  offered  to  proceed  with 
the  chaffeurs,  if  the  General  would  give 
him  ten  men.  General  Walpole  refufed 
to  order  the  men  to  advance;  but  faid 
be  had  no  obje^ion  to  ten  volunteering 
the  fervice,  if  Zeny  thoqght  he  fhould  be 
able  to  procure  them  a  fufficient  fupply  of 
water.  Zeny  was  of  an  enterprifing  cha* 
rader;  his  fpirit  and  condud  had  raifed 
highly  in   the   opinion  of  General 

8  Wal- 
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Walpole  and  the  commiflioner,  througH 
whofe  recommendation  he  had  been  mada 
a  captain  of  the  Spaniards.  He  faid,  he 
bad  no  doubt  of  procuring  water  enough 
for  fo  fmall  a  party  from  the  wild-pinePt 
wither,  and  cotton-tree  roots.  Nine  of 
the  13th  light  dragoons,  headed  by  Quar^ 
ter^mafter  Wilkinfon,  immediately  offered 
themfclves  as  volunteersi  and  proceeded 
with  Zcny  and  the  Spaniards,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Lambert  Tate*,  a  furgeon,  Mr^ 
Francis  Robertfon,  a  furveyor,  and  Smith 
the  Maroon  captain.  Smith,  according  tq 
his  orders,  after  conducing  the  party  a, 
little  way,  returned  to  the  main  body^ 
which  foon  after  left  the  woods.  The  fmall 
party  then  marched  forward  two  mileS| 
and  halted.  At  this  time  RobertfoUi  being 
taken  ill,  fent  his  fervant  to  examine  the 
wild-pines  and  withes,  whiih  were  fpund 

*  This  gentleman,  who  was  ^  great  fufferer  by  the  Ma- 
roon war,  kept  a  journal  of  occurrences,  an  extraiSt  of  which 
I  was  favoured  with  by  Mr.  Robertfon,  the  gentltfma* 
to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  map  of  the  feat  of  the  war. 
From  that  extrad  I  have  dtawn  up  the  account  of  this  ex* 
pedition  into  the  woods. 

to 
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to  be  dry.  He  ftrongly  urged  Zeny  to 
return,  obferving,  that  from  his  knowledge 
of  that  part  of  the  country,  he  was  con- 
vinced that  the  party  would  be  in  great 
danger  of  peri(hing  from  third  if  they 
proceeded :  but  the  Spaniard  determined 
to  pufh  on  at  all  events,  and  Robertfon 
quitted  them.  Zeny  now  directed  his 
march  more  to  the  northward,  hoping,  if 
the  enterprife  failed,  to  be  able  to  reach 
Old  Maroon-Town.  In  the  evening  the 
party  pafling  two  defcrted  huts,  and  enter- 
ing a  glade  where  thatch  had  been  recently 
cut,  it  was  fuppofed  they  were  near  the 
town.  In  this  bottom  Zeny  encamped, 
judging  it  better  to  give  reft  to  the  men 
and  the  dogs,  now  exhaufted  with  fatigue 
as  well  as  thirft,  and*  to  advance  on  the 
Maroons  in  the  morning  with  the  day 
before  him,  when  the  enemy  would  be 
lefs  able  to  avail  themfelves  of  their  fu- 

■ 

pcrior  knowledge  of  the  ground  than  in 
the  night.  The  party  had  fcarcely  eredted 
their  huts,    when   the  barking   of  a  dog 
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was  hqard  near  them.  They  got  imiiie^ 
diately  under  arms,  aad,  proceeding  in  the 
diredion  of  the  found,  difcovered  a  negvo 
endeavouring  to  make  his  efcape.  One  of 
the  Spani(h  dogs  was  fent  after  him.  On 
coming  up,  the  negro  cut  him  twice  with 
his  mufchet,  on  which  the  dog  feized  him 
by  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  fecured  htm. 
He  proved  to  be  a  runaway,  laid  that  he 
and  two  other  negroes  had  deferted  the 
Maroons  a  few  days  before,  and  that  the 
party  was  at  a  great  diftance  from  the  town, 
but  that  he  would  condud:  them  to  it  by 
noon  next  day.  He  told  Captain  Zeny 
that  there  was  water  in  the  town,  but  no 
where  elfe.  Early  next  morning,  March 
the  3d,  the  party  advanced,  headed  by 
the  prifoner,  and  paiTed  through  a  deferted 
town  in  which  there  were  upwards  of  a 
hundred  huts,  (ituated  in  a  large  bottom 
furrounded  by  rocks.  This  was  Johnfon's 
town  prior  to  his  furrender.  In  the  even- 
ing the  party  came  up  to  two  huts,  wheie 
£ns  had  been  recently  made.  At  this 
Vol.  II.  M  place 
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place  they  halted  for  the  night.  Tlie 
Mgro  here  informed  them  that  they  were 
within  four  hours  march  of  the  town ;  but 
the  dragoons  conceiving  that  he  had  pur- 
pofely  led  them  aftray  to  deftroy  the  party^ 
became  Tery  impatient,  threatening  to 
ihoot  him,  and  to  endeavour  to  return. 
They  were  however  difliiaded,  by  their 
quarter-mafter  and  Captain  Zeny,  fh)m  their 
defign,  which  it  would  have  been  impof- 
fible  for  them  to  efied,  as  they  muft  have 
periihed  had  they  attempted  another  day's 
march  without  water.  The  one  they  had 
juft  accomplifhed  had  been  truly  diftreiling*^ 
The  men  in  walking  reeled  as  if  intoxicated, 
and  had  frequently  dropped  in  the  way. 
They  had  moiftened  their  mouths  with  their 
fweat,  and  would  have  drunk  their  own 
urine,  had  they  not  been  difluaded  by  the 
furgeon.  The  dogs  were  alfo  worn  out, 
and  went  on  with  great  difficulty.  In  this 
iituation  Zeny  defpaired  of  fucceeding  by 
an  attack ;  but  conjedluring  that  the  idea 
of  the  dogs  being  fo  near  them  would 

terrify. 


(  1^3  ) 

rtnify,  afld  induce  the  Maroons  to  capU 
tulate,  he  propofed  fending  a  flag  of  truce 
into  the  town,  by  a  negro  man  who  had 
come  with  the  party,  to  offer  the  terms 
accepted  by  Johnfon,  on  condition  of  their 
immediate  furrender.  Tate  the  furgeon 
ofltred  to  go  in  with  the  flag,  which  Zcny 
thought  too  hazardous,  and  at  firft  refufed. 
The  party  advanced  next  morning  by  day- 
break, and  marched  till,  according  to  their 
prifoner's  account,  they  were  within  a  mile 
of  the  town,  when  they  hahed  ;  and  Zeny, 
confidering  the  forlorn  ftate  of  their  hope^ 
confented  to  Mr.  Tate's  going  in  with  the 
flag.  "  Here,"  faid  he  to  him,  "  I  will 
wait  two  hours,  after  which,  if  I  do  not 
fee  Parkinfon,  Palmer,  or  yourfelf,  I  (hall 
conclude  you  have  been  murdered,  and  I 
will  proceed  with  the  party  to  fell  our 
lives  as  dearly  as  pofllble.  But  fhould 
you  be  able  to  prevail  on  either  Parkinfon 
or  Palmer  to  come  out  and  meet  me,  you 
may  remain  in  the  town  as  a  hoftage." 
Tate  gave  his  arms  to  one  of  the  men, 
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and  advanced  Mrith  the  negro  and  their 
prifoner  for  their  guide.  At  the  diftance 
of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  party^  they 
came  up  to  two  fires  burning,  and  a  Ma- 
roon from  the  wood-fide  called  to  Tate, 
aiking  what  a  white  man  wanted  there. 
Tate  replied,  that  his  bufinefs  was  with 
Parkinfon  or  Palmer;  on  which  he  was* 
told  to  go  no  farther,  and  that  they  (hould 
be  fent  to  him.  In  about  iiy;  minutes, 
Tate  hailed  the  Maroon,  and  receiving  no 
anfwer,  proceeded  on  his  way  with  the  two 
negroes.  They  met  feveral  Maroons  and 
runaways,  fome  of  whom  were  abulive 
and  fome  (ilent,  but  none  offered  any 
violence.  They  were  informed  by  the 
two  negroes  of  the  ftrength  and  fituation 
of  Zeny's  party,  but  one  of  the  Maroons 
going  away  faid  in  an  exulting  tone ; 
^  We  will  punilh  buckra  for  true  for 
coming  here  this  time."  Having  walked 
on  two  miles  inftead  of  one  beyond  the 
party,  Tate  perceiving  another  Maroon  on 
the  top  of  a  hill  at  the  eatrance  of  a  defile, 

pre* 
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prefentlng  his  gun  at  him,  called  ooc 
chat  he  had  hufiiicis  with  Captain  Parkio»- 
fon.  The  Maroon  made  no  anfwer,  but 
>kept  his  gan  prefented  till  Tate  was  very 
iiear  the  muzzle,  when  taking  it  from  his 
ihoulder,  he  fiiid  in  a  furly  voice :  ^'  You 
*one  buckra  may  pafs  this  time,  but  the 
next  we  fee  we  all  fire."  There  were 
about  twenty  men  armed  with  guns  and 
^nufchets  in  this  defile,  through  which  only 
one  man  could  pais  at  a  time.  The  town 
was*  fituated  at  the  bottom  of  the  hiU. 
^Defcending  into  it,  Tate  faw  a  Maroob 
giving  orders  to  others,  and  addreffiag 
•him,  aiked  for  Parkinfon  or  Palmer.  This 
proved  to  be  Parkinfon  himfelf,  who  dc- 
fired  to  know  what  he  wanted.  Tate  txM 
him  that  Captain  Zeny,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  dragoons,  and  the  Spaniards,  was 
clofe  to  the  town,  and  had  merely  from 
motives  of  humanity,  fent  him  in  to 
offer  them  once  more  the  terms  which 
Johnfon  had  accepted.  ^^  What  are  thofe 
terms  ?'^  faid  the  Maroon.     Tate  faid  he 
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did  not  know.  **  What  became  of  Cap^ 
tain  Jarrat  and  the  other  captains  who 
were  taken  up  on  their  way  to  Spanifh 
Town?"  Of  this  Tate  declared  he  was 
ignorant  "  How  were  the  Maroons  fitu- 
ated  at  Montego-Bay  T'  The  anfwer  to 
this  was,  that  Tate  had  feen  Johnfon  and 
feveral  others  in  Old  Maroon-Town,  who 
appeared  perfedly  happy,  and  that  they 
received  the  fame  allowance  of  every  thing 
as  the  foldiers.  He  further  aflured  Par- 
kinfon  that  their  wounded  men  had  been 
regularly  attended  to  and  dreflfed.  On 
this  a  Maroon,  named  Harding,  came  up 
and  enquired  for  his  fon,  who  had  received 
a  ball  through  the  flefliy  part  of  the  thigh. 
Being  informed  that  his  wound  was  nearly 
healed,  the  old  man  was  greatly  rejoiced, 
thanked  Mr.  Tate,  and  immediately  be- 
came  an  advocate  in  his  caufe.  Harding's 
conduct  produced  a  favourable  change  in 
the  minds  of  many,  who  became  more 
placid  and  civil.  Parkinfon  declared  that 
it  had  long  been  bis  wifhy  as  well  as  that 

of 
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of  the  other  Maroons,  to  come  in,  but 
that  they  had  never  been  able  to  afcertaia 
the  terms  on  which  they  would  be  adrr 
mitted.  Tate  advifed  him  to  go  and  meet. 
Captain  Zeny,  on.whofe  word  he. might: 
depend,  and  who  had  hill  power  from  thci 
Governor  and  General  Walpole  to  treafts 
with  him*  He  urged  his  going  immedi^ 
ately,  as  the  time  allowed  by^  Zieny  ^m 
nearly  expired,  offering  to  remain  aaiA 
hoftage;  on  which  Parkinfon  cendu^^ 
hint  to  his  hut,  and  went  forward  to  metf^ 
the  party.  It  was  foon  known  by  thft 
Maroons  that  there  was  a  good  under- 
ftanding  between  him  and  Zeny,  and  Tata 
was  allowed  to  join  them,  accompanied 
by  two  boys  loaded  with  canttens  of  water* 
It  was  agreed  between  Zeny  and  ParkinfoOf 
that  Schaw,  Parkinfon's  nephew,  ihould 
go  ba^  with  the  party  and  hear  the  terms 
at  head- quarters,  and  that  if  they  were 
fuch  as  Zeny  had  mentioned^  the  M^ooua 
ihould  all  come  in.  The  troops  and  Spa* 
Biardv  beinjg  fupplied  with  water,  marched 

M  4  out 
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out  of  the  woods  accompanied  by  Schaw, 
who  on  the  6th  proceeded  with  the  Spa- 
shrds  to  Old  Maroon*Town,  and  foon 
ifier  returned  with  Johnfon  and  Smith 
tb  Parkinfon  and  Palmer,  who  yielding 
to  the  tertaa  offered  them,  agreed  to  fur- 
Rnden 

'On  the  r6tli  of  March  four  Maroons 
difpatched  by  Johnfon  arrived  at  Old  Ma- 
#(R^Town,  and  informed  General  Walpolc 
that  he  was  en  his  way  with  the  whole 
finAaining  body  of  the  Maroons.  Some 
of  them  being  hog^hunting,  they  could 
not  be  all  colleded  at  once;  but  on  the 
i  tft^  Parkinfon,  with  thirty-fix  of  his  party, 
forrendered^  bringing  with  them  forty-four 
ftands  of  arms.  The  whole  number  now 
Remaining  in  the  woods  was  thirteen,  and 
Aefe,  with  the  reft  of  the  runaways,  fur- 
fendered  next  day»  Thus  concluded  hof- 
Alitks,  *  without  recourfe  being  once  had 
W  the  afliftance  of  the  chafieurs^  beyond 
1^  operation  of  the  terror  they  infpired,. 
•  '  8  but 
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bat  which  it  was  very  evident  had  been 
the  means  of  producing  the  treaty^  and 
of  accelerating  the  furrender  of  the  fevend 
bodies  whoi<  diftruft  kept  them  back  fo 
kmg  after  it  was  made;  and  who,  as  thej 
gradually  came  in,  always  required  that 
the  Spaniards  and  dogs  (hould  be  removed, 
and  fepiarated  from  them  by  a  line  of  the 
troops*  One  knows  not  which  to  admire 
moft,  the  a^ivity  and  addrefs  with  which 
they  were  procured,  or  the  humanity*  thai 
in  fpite  of  three  months  provocation  pre- 
vented their  being  employed  in  a^ioa** 

«      # 

*  It  it  hardly  wor  h  ivhile  to  meotion  an  accident  br 
"which  an  old  woman  lofl  her  life^  but  it  has  been  iu|fgcfied 
(liat  th^  oBiiflidn  of  it  may  recdve  So  un£rrourabl<f  ooa* 
ftrudion..  One  of  the  dogs  that  had  been  unmuxzkd  to 
dnnk  when  there  was  not  the  leaft  appprehenfion  jof  any 
inifchtefy  Went  up  to  the  woman,  who  was  fitting  attend^ 
ing  to  a  pot  in  which  (he  was  preparing  a  mefs.  Th4 
dog  fmcUed  at  it,  and  was  troublefome;  this  provoked  heiv 
Aie  took  up  a  (lick  and  began  to  beat  him,  on  which  he 
fctzed  on  her  throat,  which  he  would  not  let  go  tOl 
his  head  wai  fevered  from  his  body  by  his'maftcr.  Ths 
wind-pipe  of  the  woman  being  much  torn,  (he  could  not 
be  faved. 

To 
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To  the  (kill,  temper^  and  benevolence  of 
General  Walpole  are  the  colonifts,  whom 
he  had  a  little  before  faved  from  humilia-i 
don,  indebted  for  this  bloodlefs  triumph  ; 
and  to  William  Dawes  Quarrell  are  they 
indebted  for  fuggefting,  and  procuring  the 
means  by  which  the  ifland  was  faved  from 
deftrudtion.  ^^  We  cannot  but  take  this 
opportunity,"  fay  the  Aflcmbly,  in  requeft- 
ing  the  Lieutenant-Governor  to  give  orders 
for  the  difmiflion  of  the  chafleurs,  **  of 
exprefling  our  acknowledgments  of  the 
eminent  advantages  derived  from  the  im- 
poitation  of  the  chafleurs  and  dogs,  in 
compliance  with  the  general  wifhcs  of  the 
iQand.  Nothing  can  be  clearer,  than  that 
if  they  had  been  off  the  ifland,  the  rebels 
could  not  have  been  induced  to  furrender, 
from  their  almoft  inacceflible  faftnefles. 
We  are  happy  to  have  it  in  our  power 
to  fay,  that  terror  excited  by  the  appear- 
ance of  the  dogs,  has  been  fufiicient  to 
produce  fo  fortunate  an  event  j  and  we 

catmot 
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cannot  but  highly  approve  that  attention 
to  humanity  fo  ftrongly  proved  by  their 
being  ordered  in  the  rear  of  the  army"  *• 


*  Votes  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly.    See  Appendis^t 
No.  3. 


(    »7«    ) 


tETTER    XIII. 

*  ■  ... 

Contrary  Oplmons  refpeBing  General  WalpoVs  Treaty 
mtb  tbt  Maroons. ^^Meetirtg  of  fame  of  the  Members 
rf  the  Council  and  Affembly. — Special  Secret  Committee 
vf  the  Council  and  AJfcmhly. — Their  Refaluttons  re^ 
J^Eling  the  Treaty. — Their  Reafons,^  General  Walpole 
diffiiiisfied.^'^His  Reafons. — The  Banijbment  of  the 
Maroons  defiraUe  on  their  own  Account. ^^Public  Suh^ 
miffian  and  Oath  of  the  IVindward  Maroons, '^-^The 
Trelanvney  Maroons  fent  to  Kingjlon. — Exceptions  in 
favour  of  fome  of  them.^^^The  Favour  waved.^^Ohfer" 
vations.  —  Thanks  and  a  Sword  voted  to  Lord  BaU 
imrres. — The  fame  to  General  Walpole^  who  declines 
receiving  the  Sword.^^Refolution  of  the  AJfembly  to 
OKpunge  his  Anfwer  from  their  Minutes. —  Reward 
voted  to  Colonel  ^arrellfor  his  Services.^^Monument 
to  the  Memory  of  the  Slain*'-^ Reward  of  the  Cbajfeurs. 
Their  Departure. 

On  the  wifdom  of  the  treaty  there  could 
be,  and  there  was,  but  one  opinion.  It 
was  univerfally  approved.  Very  unfor- 
tunately, however,  the  execution  of.  it 
gave  rife  to  a  difference,  which  ended  in 

the 
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the  refignatioa  of  the  honourable  aad 
diftinguiihed  officer  by  whom  it  had 
been  fo  judlcioufly  e£r€;0ed.  He.  quitted| 
in  difguft,  a  profeffion  in  which  he  wa| 
eminently  calculated  to  fiiioe ;  aqd,  by  hit 
retiring,  the  (ervice  loft  an  hooeft  and 
gallant  foldien  A  confequence  that  .renders 
it  neceflary  for  me  to  ftate  the  nature  -  oi 
the  caufe  of  it,  and  the  counter  opinioM 
that  were  entertained  on  the  fubjeft. 

« 

•  ■ 

.  On  the  24th  of  December^  on  receiving 
information  of  the  pacification,  the  Gq« 
vernor  called  a  meeting  of  fuch  membera 
of  the  Council  and  Afiembly  as  could  hu 
convened,  who,  taking  the  treaty  into 
confideration,  refolved :  ^^  That  if  the  Tre« 
lawney  Maroons,  according  to  the  third 
article  of  their  treaty,  delivered  up  the  run- 
aways that  had  joined  them,  and  if  theyi 
according  to  the  firft  article  of  their  treaty^ 
laid  down  their  arms,  which  arms  were  tq  be 
taken  away  from  them,  that  then,  and  in  fuch 
cafe^  General  Walpole's  fecret  article  ought 

to 
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to  be  ratified,  a8  far  as  their  not  being 
lent  off  the  ifland ;  but  that  they  were  to 
remain  in  Jamaica,  fubje£k  to  fuch  regu« 
ladons  as  the  GoYemor,  Council,  and 
Afiembly,  might  think  proper  to  enadt  in 
that  refpe£t.**  A  day  had  been  appointed 
by  General  Walpole  for  the  furrender  of 
the  Maroons,  which  elapfed  without  com* 
pliance.  Of  this  the  General  informed 
Lord  Balcarres,  previous  to  his  ratification 
of  the  treaty* ;  but  his  Lordftiip  fo  highly 
approved  of  the  terms,  that  he  made  no 
hefitation  in  ratifying  it,  and  appointed  a 
iubfequent  day  for  the  furrender.  The 
new-fixed  day  alfo  elapfed  without  the 
defired  eSed.  The  Maroons  furrendered 
by  degrees,  as  they  were  terrified  by  infor- 
mation of  the  approach  of  the  chafleurs,  or 
induced  by  the  reprefentation  of  thofe  fent 
to  them  by  General  Walpole  to  encourage 
them  to  come  in :  although  the  great  body 
of  them  had  furrendered  in  a  (hort  time,  it 

^  Votes  of  the  AiTcmUj.     See  Appcudis»  No.  3. 
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was  three  months  from  the  date  of  the 
treaty  before  they  were  all  got  in  ;   and 
the  runaway  negroes  were  not  formally 
delivered  up.     In  the  interval,  the  tran£> 
portation  of  the  Maroons  became  the  fub* 
jeA  of  converfation,  and  reaching  General 
Walpole^s  ears  about  the  middle  of  March, 
he  expoftulated  upon  it  with  Lord  Bad* 
Carres.      He   exprefled    his   uneaiinefs  at 
the  report  of  the  legiflature's  meaning  to 
infringe  the  capitulation  accepted  by  him, 
and   ratified   by  his  Lordfliip.     He   faid, 
that  as  it  was  through  him  alone  that  the 
Maroons  were  induced  to  furrender,  from 
their  reliance  on  his  word,  from  a  con- 
viiflion  imprefTed  upon  them  by  him  that 
the  white  people  would  never  break  their* 
faith,  he  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to  fee  a 
due  obfervance  of  the  terms,  or  in  cafe  of 
violation   to  refign  his  command.     Lord 
Balcarres,  in  reply,  aflured   him,   that  if 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  were  complied  with 
by  the  Maroons,  he  fliould  be  of  opinion 
with  him,  that  the  country  was  bound  in 

honour 
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honour  not  to  fend  them  off  tht  ifland ; 
but  that  he  thought  the  country  had  a  right 
to  every  advantage  the  treaty  afforded,  and 
that  he  (hould  cenainly  leave  it  to  the 
legiflature  to  decide  whether  it  had  been 
obfcrved  or  not.  To  make  this  decifion, 
a  fpecial  fecret  committee  was  appointed, 
compofed  of  members  of  the  Council  and 
Aifembly.  General  Walpole  requefted  of 
the  committee  to  be  permitted  to  give  his 
evidence  to  them  ;  which,  without  refleft- 
ing  that  he  who  had  made  the  treaty,  had  a 
moral  right  to  be  heard  in  evidence  upon 
it,  they  waved,  obferving,  that  they  had 
had  full  information  from  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  on  all  the  points  before  them*. 

•  Thii  doct  not  fccm  to  have  been  in  confonr.Ity  with 
the  fcntimcnts  of  Lord  Balcarrfs,  who  tn  his  letter  of  the 
91k  of  March  to  General  Walpole,  fays ;  "  From  tlie  high 
ill  nation  whicli  you  have  flllcd,  from  the  intercourfc  and 
con vcrfiit ions  you  have  had  with  thefc  Maroons,  and  above 
nil.  that  tliefe  unhappy  people  may  have  every  circumftaoce 
mUUu'rd  to  the  Affcmbly  that  can  operate  in  their  favotir, 
1!  m«Y  be  fail'  ami  right  in  you  to  give  an  opinion,  if  you 
rtiT  f%«  uu'ltnrJ,  how  far»  in  your  conceplioi>»  thcfe  peopl 
tuw  iMm|UicJ  >i^iih  the  anicles  of  the  treaty." — F<Btei  < 
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The  declfion  of  the  committee  was  made 
in  ten  refolutions  *•  By  the  third,  they 
were  of  c>piiiion  that  the  Maroons  who 
furrendered  at  Vaughans-field,  under  the 
proclamation  of  the  8th  of  Auguft,  together 
with  the  fix  captains  taken  up  at  St.  Ann's 
in  their  way  to  Spanifh  Town,  having 
come  in  before  any  aSiual  bqftilities^  ihould 
be  fent  off  the  ijland.  By  the  fourth,  they 
were  of  opinion  that  Smith,  Dunbar,  and 
Williams,  with  their  wives  and  children, 
and  the  two  boys  who  came  in  on  the  ift 
of  January,  were  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
the  treaty.  By  the  feventh  and  eighth,  they 
were  of  opinion  that  all  the  Maroons  who 
furrendered  after  the  ifl  of  January,  in- 
cluding Johnfon  and  his  party,  ought  to  be 
ihipped  off  the  ifland.  The  declfion  for 
tranfporting  the  Maroons  was  grounded  on 
their  breach  of  the  treaty  in  two  points :  the 
fsulure  of  furrender  at  the  time  prefcribed ; 
and  the  negled  of  delivering  up  the  run« 

*  Votes  of  the  Afiembly.    AppendiXi  No.  3. 
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aways  who  had  joined  them,  and  moft  of 
whom  came  in  as  Maroons.  On  the  other 
hand,  General  Walpolc  and  his  friends  con- 
ceived the  treaty  not  to  have  been  fufficiently 
infringed  by  the  Maroons  to  warrant  the 
deciiion.  Their  delay  in  coming  in  the 
General  confidered  fo  far  a  breach  as  to 
juftify  the  modes  he  ufed  of  terrifying 
them  by  means  of  the  chaflTeurs  to  fur- 
render,  but  his  chief  endeavour  had  been 
to  remove  their  fears  of  the  confequences 
of  their  coming  in,  and  to  convince  them 
that  the  terms  agreed  to  fhould  be  facredly 
fulfilled*;  therefore  not  to  keep  thofe 
terms,  was  to  put  him  in  the  (ituation  of 
a  deceiver,  or  of  a  cat's-paw  f .  In  about 
a  fortnight  they  had  all  furrendered,  ex- 
cept a  fmall  party  of  thirty  or  forty,  who 
continued  out  with  Palmer  and  Parkinfon  J. 
The  Maroons,  as  they  came  in,  conceived 

•  Votes  of  xbe  Aifembl;.     Appendix,  No.  3. 

f  He  was  fearful  left  ht  (hould  appear  to  have  drawn 
the  Marooos  into  a  treaty  which  he  knew  was  afterwards 
to  be  broken. 

J  Votes  of  the  AfTeinbly      Appendix,  No.  3. 

it 
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it  was  upon  the  terms  of  the  treaty*  The 
▼ery  laft  party,  as  we  have  feen,  were  of 
tkat  opinion.  They  had  committed  no  hof- 
tility,  and  were  withheld  chiefly  by  diftruft, 
to  obviate  which,  the  general  had  been  very 
relud^ant  in  obeying  the  repeated  orders  of 
Lord  Balcarres  for  marching  the  Maroons 
to  Montego  Bay,  particularly  on  account  of 
the  famUies  of  Johnfon  and  Smith,  well 
knowing  the  eSc6t  it  would  have  on  being 
perceived  from  the  hills  by  their  diftmftful 
comrades,  who  had  fpies  placed  there,  and 
did  actually  draw  the  conclufion  of  treachery 
from  thdr  removal*.  The  field  officers 
oil  the  ipot  never  differed  in  opinion  f. 
In  ihort,  their  condu<9:  and  his  could^not 
but  be  coniidered  as  a  perpetually  renewed 
pledge  of  the  terms  of  peace,  from  which, 
no  aflembty  in  the  world  could  releafe  hinu 
As  to  the  neglcA  of  delivering  up  the 
runaways,  the  fire-arms  had  been  taken 
from  them  as  a  preparatory  meafure  j  and 

•  Votci  of  the  Aflcmbly.    Appendix,  No.  3.      +  Ibid. 
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fo  far  was  the  fufiering  them  to  come  in 
in  the  chara&er  of  Maroons  from  being 
a  proof  of  a  breach,  that  it  was  to  be 
efteemed  the  very  reverfe,  for  apprehend- 
ing that  the  runaways  would  efcape,  as 
feveral  did,  Smith  had  advifed  the  pro- 
jeA  *,  the  better  to  fecure  them ;  and  they 
were  ultimately  pointed  out 

Be  the  force  of  thefe  opinions  on  either 
fide  what  it  may,  certain  it  is  that  the  A£- 
fembly  thought  that  the  fituation  of  the 
country  would  be  rendered  more  fecure  by 
the  removal  of  the  Maroons  from  the  ifland> 
and  in  this  opinion  they  were  fupported  by 
that  of  a  very  high  authority  in  England^ 
who  judged  it  to  be  the  preferable  plan  of 
difpofing  of  them,  if  it  could  be  done  with 
propriety  f.  After  all,  it  was  not  perhaps  le(s 
the  intereft  of  the  Maroons  themfelves  than 
of  the  colonifts,  that  they  (hould  be  removed. 

*  Votes  of  the  Aflembly.    Appendix,  No.  5. 
^t  Duke  of  PoitUnd't  Letter  to  Lord  Balcarret.    Ap« 
peadiXy  No.  3. 
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A  cordial  reconciliatioa  between  them  and 
the  white  people  was  hardly  to  be  ex« 
peded,  while  the  inherent  animofity  of  the 
Haves  would  have  received  an  inexhauftible 
fiipply  of  fuel  from  their-  humiliation. 
DriYen  from  the  dangerous  regions  of  their 
flrength  and  proud  defiance,  difarmed,  and 
reftrided  to  fome  open  (ituation  at  a  di^ 
tance  from  their  native  mountains;  con* 
trolled  in  all  their  motions,  degraded  from 
the  fuperipr  charader  they  had  fuftained, 
infulted  and  reviled,  their  exiftence,  even 
were  that  to  have  been  left  fafe  by  the 
flaves,  would  have  been  a  burden  rather 
than  an  enjoyment  Their  removal,  there- 
fiure,  wanted  nothing  but  the  motive,  and 
the  certainty  of  a  place  of  reft,  to  have 
made  it  an  slGL  of  mercy.  They  were 
themiplves  foon  convinced  that  it  was  the 
preferable  alternative,  and  as  fuch  became 
perfedly  refigned  to  it. 

Let  U6  now  return  to  the  order  of  the 
narrative.     On  the   1 8th  of  March,  the 

N  3  wind- 
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windward  Maroons,  who  we  may  remem- 
ber had  fhown  a  fpirit  of  difobedience  by 
quitting  their  quarters  in  Spanifli  Town 
and  returning  home,  made  a  public  fub- 
miifion  on  their  knees,  and  took  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  his  Majefly,  in  the  prefence 
of  commiilioners  exprefsly  appointed.  The 
Trelawney  Maroons,  who,  as  they  furren- 
dered,  bad  been  fent  into  confinement  at 
Montego  Bay  and  St.  Ann's,  were. now 
removed  to  Kingfton,  fome  being  fent 
'  round  in  veflels  and  fome  marched  acrofs 
the  country,  preparatory  to  their  final 
baniihment.  It  having  been  recommended 
liy  the  joint-committee  to  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  to  permit  fome  of  the  Maroons 
who  had  diftinguiftied  themfelves  by  their 
repentance  and  fubfequent  good  behaviour, 
to  remain  in  the  iiland,  and  to  grant,  them 
iuch  other  marks  of  favour  as  he  (hould 
^hink  proper.  Lord  Balcarres  gave  orders 
for  Johnfon,  Smith,  Williams,  Dunbar,  and 
others,  with  their  families,  to  be  permitted 
to  land}  but  thefe,  led  by  their  feelings  to 

wave 
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wave  the  diftin^lion,  petitioned  to  fliare 
the  exile  of  their  coinpanions,  and  to  be 
provided  for  in  the  fame  manner  *.  All 
the  Maroons  now  yielded  without  rcluc^ 
tance  to  their  fate,  ftrongly  imprefled  ^Vith 
the  idea  that^  if  they  were  landed  and  per-^ 
mitted  without  arms  to  make  their  way  home^ 
it  would  require  a  ftrong  military  force  co 
proted:  them  from  being  cut  to  pieces  by 
the  flaves  and  free  people  of  colour. 

Thus  terminated   a  war  by  which  one 
of  the  fined  colonies  of  Great  Britain  was 

•  Tlicy  were  told  they  might  land  with  their  families- 
Smith  had  four  wives,  and  he  and  the  others  extended  their 
ideal  of  family  fo  fieir,  that  a  great  number  would  have  been 
kmded  z-^buty  on  being  informed  that  they  were  allowed 
only  one  wife  each,  and  her  young  children,  they  preferred 
going.  Smith,  Williams,  and  Dunbar,  we  favv,  were  of 
right  exempted  from  banifhment,  according  to  the  decition 
of  the  committee ;  but  the  decifion  of  nature  was  obeyed. 
Did  thefe  men  regard  their  wives  aa  fo  many  beails  of 
burden,  and  feel  no  more  concern  at  the  lofs  of  one  of 
them  than  as  a  planter  at  the  lofs  of  a  bullock  ?  War  it 
a  common  thing  for  them  to  feize  their  •wn  infants,  and 
dadi  them  to  death  againil  a  rock,  for  crying  ?  See  Ed" 
m^ards^t  Account  of  the  Maroons. 

N  4  threat- 
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threatened  with  total  deftrudion.  The 
accounts  received  of  it  at  the  time  were 
mifunderftood  and  mifreprefented.  On 
the  one  hand,  the  Maroons  were  dated 
to  be  the  fierceft  and  moft  inhuman  of 
ravages;  and  on  the  other,  the  very  idea 
of  the  ufe  of  Spanifh  dogs  was  reprobated  as 
a  proof  of  greater  barbarity  being  pradlifed 
by  the  colonifts.  Time,  that  opens  the  ave« 
nues  to  reafon  which  paflion  and  prejudice 
dofe  up,  evinces  the  employment  of  the 
Spanilh  chaflfeurs  to  have  been  both  pru- 
dent and  humane;  and  has  alfo  divefted 
the  charader  of  the  Maroons  of  that  bar- 
barous favagenefs  with  which  exaggeration 
painted  it  when  the  paflions  of  men  called 
for  high  colouring.  That  they  would 
facrifice  thofe  whom  they  confidered  as 
their  enemies,  and  that  they  drove  to  excite 
terror  by  their  adions,  cannot  be  denied : 
but  many  of  the  horrors  attributed  to  them 
are  void  of  foundation.  **  Even  women 
in  child-bed  and  infants  at  the  breaft,  were 
alike  indifcriminately  ilaughtered  by  this 
favage  enemy,**  fays  Edwards,  "and  the 

fhrieks 
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ihrieks  of  the   miferable  vidims,   which 
were  diftinftly  heard  at  the  polls  of  the 
Britifli  detachments,  frequently  conveyed 
the  firfl:  notice  that  the  Maroons  were  in 
the  neighbourhood."      This  was  not  the 
fsi€t :  no  woman  in  child-bed,  no  infant  at 
the  bread,  was  ever  put  to   death  by  a 
Maroon,  no  (hrieks  heard  at  the  pods  of 
the  Britifli  detachments.     ^'  Proceeding  to 
a  plantation  of  Dn  Brooks,"  fays  the  fame 
author,  "  they  burnt  the  buildings  to  the 
ground,  and  killed  two  white  men  who 
oppofed   them.      They   left,    however,    a 
white  woman  and  her  infant  unmolefted ; 
and  as  this  was  the  firft  inftance  of  tender- 
nefs  ihown  by  the  rebels  to  women  and 
children,   it  was   imputed   rather   to  the 
confcioufnefs  of  their  inability  to  continue 
the  war,  and  the  hopes  of  getting  better 
terms  on  a  treaty  by  this  ad  of  lenity, 
than  to  any  change  in  their  difpofition." 
To  kill  men  and  burn  buildings  at  the  very, 
moment  that  a  due   regard  is  fhown  to 
age  and  fex,  can  be  no  proof  that  a  treaty 
of  peace  was  in  contemplation.     This  ciiv 

8  cumftance 
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cumftance  took  place  early  in  the  war; 
Brooks's  was  one  of  the  firfl  houfes  burnt, 
and  was  fet  on  fire  by  Johnfon's  party, 
juft  after  his  return  from  finding  his  own 
fettlement  deftroyed.  He  had  before  ad- 
vifed  the  Maroons  to  fue  for  peace,  but 
at  this  time  he  breathed  nothing  but  ven- 
geance, and  had  his  paflions  ever  led  him 
to  fuch  horrid  violations  of  humanity  as 
he  has  been  charged  with,  it  would  have 
been  now.  After  other  hoftile  incurfions, 
he  was  proceeding  to  Brooks's,  near  which, 
and  in  his  way,  flood  a  fmall  houfe  be- 
longing to  a  white  woman,  whole  name 
was  Letitia  Mahoney,  who  had  feveral 
fmall  children.  The  woman  on  feeing 
him  was  terrified,  and  at  her  firft  emotion 
thought  of  flying  from  him,  but  he  called 
to  her  not  to  be  afraid,  and  coming  up 
to  her,  told  her  he  was  not  fighting  with 
women  and  infants,  and  that  no  harm 
fhould  be  done  to  her  or  her  children> 
but  that  the  party  were  going  to  kill  the 
white  men  who  were  at  Brooks's.  He 
then  advifed  her  to  keep  out  of  the  way 

4  of 
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of  their  (hot,  and  direfted  her  with  her 
children  to  a  fafe  place.  Some  years  have 
now  elapfed  fince  the  events  of  this  war, 
and  juftice  and  truth  need  no  longer  be 
fuppreffed  by  policy. 

Tlie  war  being  now  concluded,  the 
Aflembly  took  into  confideration  the  emi- 
nent fervices  that  had  been  rendered  to 
their  country.  To  Lord  Balcarres  they 
voted  thanks,  and  feven  hundred  guineas 
to  purchafe  a  fword.  To  General  Wal- 
pole  they  alfo  voted  thanks,  and  five  hun- 
dred guineas  for  the  fame  purpofe.  His 
Lordlhip,  confcious  of  having  done  his 
duty  as  a  foldier,  whofe  honour  he  thought 
placed  with  emblem  and  emphafis  in  his 
fword,  declared  he  fhould  tranfmit  the 
precious  gift  to  his  pofterity  as  an  ever- 
lafting  mark  of  the  reverence,  the  attach- 
ment, and  gratitude  he  bore  to  the  ifland 
of  Jamaica.  General  Walpole,  on  receiving 
the  Votes  of  the  Houfc,  wrote  to.  the 
Speaker  of  the  Affembly,  acknowledging 
their  condefcenfion,  giving  a  great  part 

of 
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of  the  merit  of  his  fuccefs  to  the  zeal, 
Ikill,  and  gallantry  of  Colonel  Skinner  and 
the  reft  of  his  field  officers,  and  declaring 
that  without  their  affiftance  all  his  endea- 
vours muft  have  failed.  He  declined, 
however,  the  honour  intended  him  by  the 
vote  for  a  fword,  which  he  conceived 
he  could  not  with  credit  to  himfelf  re- 
ceive, as  the  Houfe  had  thought  fit  not 
to  accede  to  the  argreement  entered  into 
by  him  and  the  Trelawney-Town  Maroons, 
and  as  their  opinion  of  that  treaty  ftood 
on  their  minutes  very  different  from  his 
conception  of  it.  This  letter  the  Affembly 
confidered,  as  containing  a  mifreprefenta- 
tion  of  their  proceedings,  and  to  be  couched 
in  terms  difrefpedful  and  derogatory  to 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Houfe,  and 
ordered  it  to  be  expunged  from  their 
minutes  *. 

In  eftimating  the  eminent  fervices  ren- 
dered to  the  ifland,  we  cannot  but  fuppofe 

•  Votes  of  the  Allcmblj. 

that 
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tibat  thofe  of  Colonel  Quarrell  became  the 

fubjed  of  the  AfTembly's  thanks  and  r^- 

ward,   as  they  had  prerioufly  been  the 

topic  of  the  admiration  and  gratitude  of 

the  country  at  large.     His  arrival  from 

Cuba   had   illumined    every  countenance 

with  joy ;  and  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  miflion 

the    community,    in    their    ardour,    had 

afcribed  the  falvation  of  the  ifland«     They 

had  celebrated,  in  terms  of  rapture,  the 

energy  and   adivity  that   had  overcome 

difficulties  apparently  infurmountable,  his 

diiregard  of  perfonal  fafety,  his  expofure 

at  fea,  his  rifk  on  ihore,  and  had  loudly 

proclaimed  him  entitled  to  as  fubllantial 

marks  of  public  efteem  as  could  be  gained 

by  the  moft  fplendid  military  achievement. 

In  doing  this,  they  had  refleded  on  the 

many  lives  that  might  have  been  loft,  the 

plantations  that  might  have  been  burnt, 

the    hundred   thoufands   of  pounds   that 

might  have  been  added  to  the  tax-rolls, 

before  the  fpreading  evil  could  have  been 

flopped  by  the  ordinary  mode  of  war,  had 

even  that  melancholy  hope  been  realized : 

many 
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many  tears,  much  private  diftrefs,  much 
public  expence,  they  had  gratefully  ownedt 
had  been  faved  by  the  wifdom  and  addrefs 
with  which  the  caufe  of  their  joy  had  been 
planned  and  executed.  The  Aflfembly  too, 
in  addreffing  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  had 
done  juilice  in  fome  meafure  to  this  opi- 
nion of  the  public,  by  ftating  that  ^*  no- 
thing was  clearer  than  that  if  the  chaflfeurs 
had  been  off  the  ifland,  the  rebels  could 
not  have  been  induced  to  furrender  from 
their  almofl  inaccefTible  faftneffes :  and  by 
declaring  in  exprefs  terms,  that  the  fub- 
miflion  of  the  Maroons  was  owing  to 
them*.'*  Having  the  fervices  of  Colonel 
Quarrell  in  contemplation,  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  fentiments  of  the  country, 
and  of  their  own  opinion,  they  voted  him 
as  a  reward,  the  fum  of  feven  hundred 
pounds    currency  f,     unaccompanied    by 

•  VotL'S  of  the  Aficmbly.     Sec  Appendix,  No.  3. 

f  Seven  hundred  pounds  currcney  is  five  hundred  poimtb 
fterling,  which,  payable  iu  Jamaica,  was  at  that  trmCj 
according  to  the  rate  of  exchange,  equal  to  four  hundred 
and  twenty  five  pounds  payable  in  London. 
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clianks,  or  any  notice  whatever.     I  feel  an 
almoft  irrefiftible  inclination  to  comment 
on  this  vote,  in  fpite  of  the  injundion  I 
have  received  to  the  contrary,  nor  can  I 
refrain  from  making  a  general  obfervation^ 
the  truth  of  which  is  fupported  by  it.    The 
generality  of  mankind  are  indifpofed  to  fee 
or  to  reward  the  merit  of  their  equals, 
while  they  are  prompt  enough  to  diftin* 
gui(h  thofe  who  are  already  above  them, 
as  well  as  to  extol  and  exalt  their  inferiors. 
Colonel   Quarrell   was   a  member  of  the 
Aflembly.     He  treated  the  vote  with  great 
good   humour:    "  Gentlemen,"    faid   he, 
when  he  met  them  in  private,  ^^  I  do  not 
confider  your  vote  as  an  infult,  becaufe  I 
am  perfuaded  it  is  not  meant  to  be  one ; 
but  a  pecuniary  recompence  ihould  at  leaft 
have  been  adequate  to  time  and  trouble. 
What  attorney  among  you  does  not  get  more 
for  riding  at  his  eafe  once  a-year  from  one 
lide  of  the  ifland  to  the  other  ?    You  might, 
methinks,  have  beftowed  a  more  flattering 
diflindion  on  me,  and  at  a  lefs  expence.    I 

once 
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t 

once,  when  But  a  boy  from  fchool,  re- 
ceived, with  others,  the  thanks  of  the 
Aflembly  for  my  exertions  againft  the 
flaves  who  were  in  rebellion  when  I  came 
to  the  ifland: — perhaps  I  do  not  defervc 
it  lefs  now;  and  when  you  were  voting 
fwords,  I  think  you  might  at  leaft  have 
voted  me  a  fmall  couteau,  or  Spanifli 
mufchet." 

On  the  termination  of  the  war,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  enquire  into  lofies 
fuftained  by  individuals,  that  they  might 
obtain  relief.  Nor  were  the  dead  for- 
gotten :  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  took  into 
confideration  the  honours  due  to  thofe 
who  had  fallen  in  the  fervice  of  the  coun« 
try  during  the  rebellion,  and  voted  a  mo- 
nument to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  them, 
and  the  gratitude  of  the  iiland. 

Seven  thoufand  dollars  were  voted  to 
the  chafleurs,  who  had  been  retained  in 
the  public  fervice  for  a  longer  time  than 

fpcci- 
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fpecified  in  their  contra£t ;  and  a  provi* 
(ion  was  made  for  their  return  to  their 
own  country.  It  is  greatly  to  be  lamented 
that  thefe  people  did  not  leave  the  ifland  fd 
fatisfied  as  might  have  been  expefted^  and 
as  would  have  been  the  cafe,  had  not  feme 
evil-minded  low  traders  in  Montegp  Bay 
taken  pains  to  perfuade  them,  that  they 
were  entitled  to  the  full  fpecific  rewards 
for  every  Maroon  that  came  in,  as  they 
had  been  proclaimed.  They  alfo  got  into 
fome  unfortunate  fquabbles  and  riots  with 
failors,  in  which  mifchief  was  done  on 
both  fides,  and  a  few  of  them  were  im- 
prifoned,  but  were  difcharged  on  an  in- 
veftigation  made  by  the  magiftrates  of  the 
town.  How  they  were  received  on  their 
return  to  Cuba  is  not  known,  but,  on  their 
departure  for  Jamaica,  they  carried  with 
them  the  gratitude  and  warm  wifhes  of 
ail  the  colonics. 


Vol.  n.  O 
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LETTER    XIV. 

TrafiJporiaii§n  pfihe  Trelawney  Afarooni, — Canada  Plan. 

■  '^Negroes  healthy  in  a  C9id  Climate* — Sum  voted  by 
the  Houfe  of  Affembly  for  removing  the  Maroons  to 
AnrnrUa.^'^William  Dawet  ^yarreil  appointed  Com* 

■  mffarf^Ckmra/.^^  Purport  of  Us  Comwtijffhei* '^  De* 
.  parture  rfthe  Maroons. ^-ConduS  during  their  Paffage 

to  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia. — Arrival  and  Reception 
there.—  FifiteJ  by  Prince  Edward. — Their  Loyalty. — 
"  Suferei  to  tand,  and  employed  on  the  Works  at  the 
Ciiadilm'^In  general  Favour. — Arrival  of  Difpaiches 
from  the  Duie  of  Portland.^ The  Governor  of  the 
Promna  undertakes  to   make  Arrangements  for  the 

.  Settlement  of  the  Maroons.-^The  Commifary-General 
communicates  his  Sentiments  on  the  SuhjeS  to  the  Ifland 
of  Jamaica. — Lands  at  Prejlon  purchafed. — State  of 
the  Piace.'^Navigation  from  the  Bay  of  Fundy  to  Hali'* 
f  OK.  ^^  Facility  of  opening  a  Communication  ky  the  River 
Schubennaccadie. — Advantages  that  would  attend  it.^^ 
Maroons  remove  to  Pre/Ion.  — ^  Military  CommiJJions 
given  td  fome  of  them.^^AppointmenU  made  by  the  Ga^ 
vernor  in  the  Maroon  Fflabli/hment.^^Atten^t  to  con^ 
vert  the  Maroons. ^Their  ObjeBions  to  Marriage. ^^ 

^Uproar  among  the  IVcmen.'^The  Commijhry .-General 
deftrous  of  quitting  Nova  Scotia, -^Refolutions  of  the 
Houfe  of  Affembly  of  Jamaica  refpeEling  a  final  Provi'^ 
fionfor  the  Marsons. 

X  HE  tranfportation  of  the  Maroons  having 
beep  refolved  upon  by  the  decifion  of  the 

joint 
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joint  cottimittee  of  the  Council  and  AfTem* 
biy,  it  became  neceflaiy  to  adopt  fome 
[dan  refpe&ing  a  place  for  their  deftinatioo. 
tJnfettled  lands  in  North  America  were 
thought  of,  as  remote  from  the  ocean  as 
poflible,  from  an  apprehenfion  that  a  mari- 
time  (ituation  would  afford  them  oppor- 
tunities to  efcape  and  return  to  the  ifland 
of  Jamaica*  The  gentleman  who  had 
Aiggefted  the  plan  for  reducing  the  Ma-^ 
tooins,  now  propofed  Upper  Canada  as  the 
moft  eligible  ikuaition  for  their  final  fettle-* 
ment%  Colonel  Quarrell  had  fome  yean 
before  trarelied  through  that  country,  in 
which  GrOT'emor  Simcoe  was  now  extend* 
ing  colonic  eftabli(hments  with  great  judg« 
ment  and  perfeverance ;  and  it  appeved 
to  him,  that  thicfe  people  might,  by  thaC 
cfficttr^s  judgment,  be  fo  fettled  and  dif-  ^ 
poled  of  as  to  become  a  valuable  acquifitiou 
to  his  government.  On  furrendering  De- 
troit, which  by  the  definitive  treaty  with 
America  v\ras  to  be  given  up  to  the  Unitd4 
States,  that  a&ive  anid  intelligent  officer 

Was  appointed  by  his  Majefty  to  attend 

O  a  to 
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to  the  colohizatioa  and  improvement  of 
the  Britifh  territories  on  the  other  fide  of 
the' boundary ;  and  fo  rapid  and  fuccefsfiil 
were  his  enterprifes,  that  in  the  very  (hort 
coorfe  of  his  adminiftration  large  culdvated 
diflrii^s  and  feveral  beautiful  towns  had 

rifen  in  thofe  vaft  Yorefls  and  endlefs  wilds. 

•         _ 

In  this  country  it  was,  placed  in  different 
diftrids,  or  kept  together  in  one  body^  as 
the  wifdom  of  General  Simcoe  fhould 
direA,  that  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  intended, 
on  a  very  liberal  eftimatie,  to  difpofe  of  the 
body  of  people  who  had  given  them  fo 
much  uneafinefs;  to  provide  them  with 
lands,  houfesy  implements  of  hufbandry, 
and  every  comfort  that  could  be  expeded^ 
and  to  maintain  them  alfo  for  a  time,  till 
diey  had  rendered  themfelves  independent. 
Whatever  be  the  fate  of  the  queftiona  re- 
ading the  commencement  of  hoftilities, 
and  the  obfervance  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Maroons,  this  defign  demands  the  higheft 
praife.  It  was  noble,  and  had  it  been 
fccomplifhed,  would  perhaps  have  out- 
V^ghed  th(S  worft  cQnftrodlioa  that  £ould 

have 
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haire  been  given  in  the  folution  of  thofe 
queftions.      The  Maroons,  thus   difpofed 
of;  would  have  been  furrounded   by  in- 
duftrious  cultivators,  with  increafing  popu- 
lation.    Led  by  example  to  induftry,  and 
remote  from  the  profligacy  and  diffipation 
of  a  fea-port,  they  would  foon  have  ac- 
quired a  tradlability  of   manners  fuitable 
to  their  fituation,    and    conducive   to  the 
general  good.     Many  of  them  might  have 
been  ufefully  employed  by  the  Governor 
in  different  ways,   particularly  as  guards 
for  depots  of  all  kinds,  whether  commercial 
or   militaiy,    for   which    they  were   well 
fuited.     The  diftance  from  the  fea,  and  the 
difficulty  of  reaching  it,  would  at  once  have 
b^iiiihed  every  idea  of  ever  feeing  Jamaica 
again,  and  would  have  rooted  from  their 
minds  all  hope  of  returning,  a  hope  which 
we  fhall  find,  on  being  excited,  rendered 
them  averfe  to  the  labour  of  cultivation.  Had 
they  reached  Quebec  in  July,  which,  from 
the  period  of  their  departure  from  Jamaica 
might   have   been  the   cafe^   they  would, 
allowing  every  poffible  delay,  have  arrived 
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at  the  pl*ee  propoied  for  them  in  the 
mMtth  of  Odober,  and  at  no  greater  ex« 
pence  for  ccnveyince  and  ms^intenance 
than  was  incurred  for  three  months  fupport 
where  thiy  were  f^ventiiaUy  landed.  It 
may  not  be  improper  td  obfeTvc  here, 
that  the  climate  of  Upper  Canada  is  by  no 
mentis  to  be  compared  for  feverity  with 
that  6f  Lower  Canada.  Even  at  Quebec 
and  Montreal,  a  diftance  of  only  one 
hblldred  and  ninety  miles,  the  climate 
taries  confiderably.  The  river  St.  Law« 
fence,  running  a  north^eafterly  courfe 
through  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  leaves 
the  parts  of  the  Britifh  empire  in  America 
towards  the  (treights  of  Detroit  in  a  lati« 
tude  cOnAd^rably  to  the  fouthward,  and  iQ 
a  dimate  f^t  more  fayourable  than  any 
through  which  it  runs  towards  its  entrance 
into  the  gulph  that  bears  the  fame  name. 
There  the  north-eaftcrly  winds  from  the 
eOaft  of  Labradore  and  frozen  regions  of 
the  North,  which  ocqafion  the  feverity  of 
the  cold  at  Halifax  and  Quebec,  have  no 
influence.      Nor  are  we  to  eftimate  the 

ftate 
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itate  of  thf  atmofphere  by  .what  is  ex*-, 
perienced  in  the  fame  laticu<}c  in  the  pn>* 
vince  of  Maine,  or  any  where  between 
the  river  St.  Croix  and  Bofton,  for  it  b 
infinitely  colder  on  the  eailern  coaft,  where 
the  winter  is  of  longer  duration  than  in 
the  interior,  and  the  fummer  not  near  fo 
warm.  In  fad,  the  winter  at  Detroit  ii 
Tery  little,  if  at  all,  feverer  than  in  Penn- 
fylvania  or  Maryland.  Thefe  obferva- 
tions  are  made,  on  a  fuppofition  that  a 
cold  climate  is  generally  underftood  to  be 
infupportable  by  negroes.  The  propofi^ 
tion,  however,  which  has  been  taken  fo^ 
granted,  may  perhaps  on  examination  bf 
overturned.  The  ftrudture  of  the  body 
of  man,  as  well  as  of  his  mind,  is  the 
fubjed  of  habit;  but  the  habits  of  tiie 
former  yield  more  readily  to  change  than 
thole  of  the  latter.  It  is  proved  by  ex*- 
perience,  that  negroes  can  endure  the 
feverity  of  a  cold  climate  as  well  as  white 
people,  if  equally  well  cloathed. .  The 
winter  in  the  dates  of  Pennfylvania,  the 
Jerfeys,  and  New  York,  is  known  lo  be  very 

O  4  fharp. 
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iharp)  and  in  thofe  countries  fiegroes  arc 
mixed  with  the  white  people  as  labourers, 
a  great  many  of  them  being  employed  in 
farming  and  the  moft  laborious  occupations. 
In  Long  Iflandy  negroes,  and  thofe  chiefly 
flaves,  compofe  a  half  of  the  peafantry** 
If  in  thefe  places,  where  they  are  in  gene- 
ral more  expofed  than  the  white  people, 
they  can  fupport  the  inclemency  of  the 
climate,  we  may  fairly  conclude  that  they 
(an  exift  and  thrive  in  every  region  in- 
habited by  white  people.     Whether  it  be 
equally  pleafmg,  is  another  queftion.     It 
aiay  be  well  imagined,   that  at  firft  the 
pinching  of  froft  will  not  be  agreeable  to 
fibres  accuftomed  to  the  full  flow  of  blood 
produced  by  the   rarefadion  of  the  torrid 
zone ;  but  time,  the  nurfe  of  habit,  correds 
this  acutenefs  of  fenfation,  and  accommo* 
dates  corporeal  fenfibility  to  the  influence  of 

•  The  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  fupplics  llic  argument 
with  the  teftimony  of  Lis  experience,  in '  the  cafes  of  the 
bkcL  loyaliftt  and  other  negroes  removed  from  a  waim 
cUnuitc  to  that  of  Halifax.  Vide  his  letter  to  the  Duke  of 
Portland^  dated  Halifax^  29th  Onober,  1796.— ^c/«  cf 

^  climate. 
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climate.    In  fome  parts  of  Nova  Scotia  there 
are  families  of  negroes  fettled,  enjoying,  as 
farmers,  comforts  equal  to  thofe  of  their 
white  neighbours,  and  fome  of  them  poflefs 
moderate  properties.      But   whatever   the 
force  of  this  opinion  in  its  full  extent,  at 
leaft  the  climate  of  Upper  Canada  was  fuf- 
ficiently  temperate  for  the  plan  propofed. 
After  a  certain  time,  had  any  of  the  Ma- 
roons been  diflfatisfied  with  their  fituation, 
they  might  rfiemfelves   have   removed   to 
the  fouthward,  whither  they  would  pro- 
bably have  been  enticed  by  the  Americans. 
Suppofing  they  had-  taken  a  fouthern  route, 
the  navigation  of  the  Wabafli  or  Miamis 
rivers  would  have  led  them  into  Kentucky, 

« 

or  to  other  parts  of  the  Ohio,  where  they 
would  have  had  fummer  enough  and 
plenty  of  work,  in  a  country  improving 
in  cultivation  and  incrcafmg  in  population. 
Parties  of  them  would  probably  have  fettled 
in  different  fpots  of  that  region  of  America, 
and  in  a  few  years  the  name  of  Maroon 
would  have  been  loft  in  the  general  cha- 
f after  of  the  free  negro  of  America. 

Although 
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Although  this  plan  for  removing  the 
Mtf  oons  to  Upper  Canada  was  generally 
approved,  it  was  not  formally  adopted 
by  the  legiflature,  but  twenty-five  thou- 
fand  pounds  were  voted  for  the  purpofe 
of  carrying  the  tranfportation  of  them 
into  execution;  and  a  law  was  pafled 
making  their  return,  and  harbouring  them, 
death  without  benefit  of  clergy.  Colonel 
Quarrelly  who  had  fuggefted  the  Canada 
plan,  was  appointed  by  the  Lieuteqant- 
Governor  commiflary^general  to  accom* 
pany  them,  to  provide  and  procure  them 
fuitable  clothing  apd  maintenance  during 
their  confinement  on  ihipboard,  and  for  a 
reafon^ble  time  after  they  were  landed  in 
any  other  country  ;  and  he  was  authorized 
and  required  to  caufe  the  Maroons  to  be 
landed  in  any  part  or  parts  of  North 
^mcrica^  due  permiflion  being  firll  ob- 
tained ;  and,  being  landed,  to  provide  by 
purchafe  fuch  a  quantity  of  land  as  might 
be  adequate  for  their  habitations,  and  might 
afford  them  by  its  cultivation  the  means  of 
fupporting  themfelveft  and  their  families; 

and 
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and  CO  fupply  them  with  fuch  tools  and  implo** 
ments  as  might  be  neceflfary  to  enable  them 
to  cultivate  the  lands  purchafed  for  theou 

As  there  were  at  this  time  fome  tran^ 
ports  in  the  harbour  bound  to  Europe,  it 
was  thought  a  good  opportunity  of  eo^ 
gaging  them  to  land  the  Maroons  in  Ame- 
rica. Proper  preparations  being  made  for 
the  paflage,  a  quantity  of  fuitable  cloth, 
linen,  and  other  articles,  laid  in  to  be  made 
up  while  at  fea,  and  the  agent  for  the 
tranfports  entrufted  with  the  care  of  pro* 
vifions,  the  Maroons  were  difpofed  of  in 
three  ihips,  the  Dover,  Mary,  and  Ann^ 
accordipg  to  the  accommodation  afforded 
in  fcach,  a  due  regard  being  paid  to  placing 
families  together.  The  remains  of  the 
96th  regin^ent,  from  St«  Domingo,  were 
embarked  as  guards,  and  on  the  6th  of 
June^  1796,  the  tranfports  failed  frpm  Port 
Royal  Harbour,  in  company  with  a  large 
fleet  bound  to  Europe,  under  convoy  of 
his  Majeily's  fhip  Africa,  Captain  Home^ 
mih  the  Re4|ibnable,  Iphigenia,  and  Scor- 
pion. 
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pion.     On  leaving  Jamaica,  the  commiP- 
fary-gencral  was  diredled  by  the  Lieute-- 

_  •  ■  _ 

nant-Governor  to  proceed  to  Halifax,  and 
to  remain  there  till  his  Majefty*s  pleafure 

was  made  known   to   him,  which,  on  a 

« 

moderate  calculation,  from  the  date  of  the 
difpatches  fent  home  on  the  fubjeil  by 
Lord  Balcarres,  might  be  expeded  about 
a  fortnight  after  the  arrival  of.  the  tranf- 
ports  at  that  port.  The  commiflary-general 
had  a  deputy  and  a  furgeon  appointed  te 
attend  the  Maroons,  and  was  furnifhed 
by  Lord  Balcarres  with  explanatory  let- 
ters to  Sir  John  Wentworth,  Governor  of 
Nova  Scotia,  Prince  Edward,  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  forces,  and  Admiral 
Murray.  During  the  voyage,  which  was 
fix  weeks,  the  Maroons  behaved  in  the 
moft  orderly  manner,  and  fhowcd  the 
greateft  alacrity  in  performing  every  duty 
required  of  them.  They  were  (lationed 
at  the  guns.  On  the  paflage  feventeen 
of  them  died,  which  was  but  a  fmall 
number  in  comparifon  with  the  mortality 
on  board  the  Dover  among  the  faiiors  and 

invalids* 
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invalids*  The  commiffary,  having  left 
Jamaica  with  a  perfe(St  confidence  of  being 
authorized  to  put  into  execution  the  plan 
he  had  fuggefted  for  fettling  the  Maroons, 
and  confidering  the  port  of  Halifax  as 
intended  only  for  a  place  to  halt  at  till 
his  Majefty's  pleafure  fliould  be  known, 
had  made  every  arrangement  for  carrying 
it  into  efieft,  and  that  no  unneceflary 
delay  might  be  occafioned  at  Halifax,  the 
warm  cloathing  for  the  Maroons  had  been 
made  up  during  the  paffage.  The  cloaths 
were  made  in  a  uniform  manner,  pre- 
ferving  .only  fuch  diftindlions  in  thofe  of 
4  few  of  the  oflScers  as  was  thought  proper 
to  fupport  their  authority  for  the  welfare 
of  the  reft.  •  On  the  banks  of  the  American 
coafts  the  trapfports  parted  with  the  home- 
ward  bound  fleet..  One  of  them  having 
feparated  from, the  Dover  and  the  other 
in  a  fog,  arrived  on  the  21ft  of  July  in 
Halifax  :  harbour,  where  the  two  others 
anchored  on  the  23d.  About  four  miles 
below  the  t©wn,  the  Dover  was  boarded 
|)ij  ;a  .  so^u  igf  war's  boat,  in  which    the 

II  com^ 
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commiflary  obtained  a  pafTage,  and  npon 
landing,  found  that  an  order  had  been 
ifiued  by  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  to  prevent  any  one  being 
landed  from  the  tranfports.  A  report  fo 
unfavourable  to  the  Maroonsi  had  preceded 
them,  that  the  inhabitants  had  exprefled 
the  greateft  fear  of  their  being  permitted 
to  come  on  (hore.  The  commiffary,  having 
waited  on  the  Admiral  in  town,  and  on 
the  Prince  and  the  Governor  at  their  houfes 
in  the  country,  and  delivered  his  letters/ 
and  having  aflured  them  of  the  orderly 
condudt  of  the  Maroons  fince  their  em* 
barkation,  thought  it  proper  to  write  fame 
account  of  them,  in  order  to  give  fuch 
alTurances  as  would  remove  all  appre^en-* 
fion  of  the  dangers  with  which  the  inha« 
bitants  had  been  alarmed.  This  ftatement 
being  communicated  to  His  Royal  High- 
nefs, and  circulated  among  the  principal 
perfons  of  the  place,  had  its  defired  cScSL 

Tlie  curiofity  of  the  Prince  bciilg  gtal&f 
excited  to  fee  a  body  of  people  who  bid 

made 
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Made  fuch   an    oppofition    to    a   regular 
military  force,  and  who  had  for  months 
pfotra£ted  a  war  againft  fo  great  a  fupe- 
riority,  defired  the  commiflary  to  attend 
him  on  board  the  tranfports.   The  Maroons 
were  prepared  for  the  occadon,  and  being 
drefled  in   their  new   cloathing,   made  a 
very  handfome   appearance.      His   Royal 
llighnefs,  on  going  into  the  Dover,  found 
the  detachment  of  the  96th  regiment  drawn 
up  on  the  after-part  of  the  quarter-deck, 
their    arms    refted,    and    mufic    playing; 
the  Maroon  men  in   a   uniform  drefs  in 
lines  on  each  fide  the  whole  lenjjth  of  the 
ihip,  and  the  women  and  children  forward, 
drefled  clean  and  neat.    The  Prince  was  no 
Icfs  furprifed  with  the  novelty  of  the  fight 
and  the   decent    and    orderly   appearance 
prefented  by  the  Maroons,  than  pleafed 
with  the  uniformity  and  propriety  of  their 
drefs.     Accuftomed  to  view  lines  of  men 
with  a  very  difcriminating  eye,  the  juft 
proportion  of  their  limbs,    their   height, 
and  their  neathefs,  did  not  efcape  the  notice 
of  His   Royal   Highnefs.     He  remarked 

5  that 
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that  tlicy  poflefled  in  thefe  an  excellence 
not  obfervable  in  the  other  clafles  of  ne- 
groes he  had  fecn,  and  faid  he  thought 
them  well  adapted  to  military  lervicc.  Ke 
ipokc  to  Ibme  of  the  captains,  who,  in 
addreffing  him,  called  him  Majfa  Prince^ 
and  MaJfa  Kings  Son.  His  Royal  High- 
nefs,  though  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
ilances  under  which  they  were,  and  that 
Halifax  was  only  a  place  of  tempprary 
refidence,  could  not  "view  fuch  ftrength 
and  vigour  in  a  ftate  of  inafl:ivity,  without 
a  wifli  to  have  them  ufefully  employed. 
At  this  time  the  French  fquadron  under 

• 

Richery,  was  off  the  coaft  to  the  north- 
ward, and  had  been  committing  ravages 
on  the  fifliing  Rations  of  Newfoundland. 
From  the  magnitude  of  his  force,  it  was 
not  unlikely  that  he  fliould  attempt  a  defcent 
at  Flalifax,  where  every  preparation  was 
making  to  receive  him.  The  fortifications, 
however,  were  not  fufficiently  completed  fo 
as  to  bid  him  defiance,  and  the  Prince,  in 
order  to  accelerate  the  finilhing  of  them, 
propofed  to  permit  the  landing  of  the  Ma- 
roons, 
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roohs  provided  they  would  work  on  the  cita* 
del,  a  Very  extenfive  fortification,  intended 
for  the  defence  of  the  town,  aoi  lately  be- 
gun to  be  credted.  On  the  propofal  being 
communicated  to  them,  they  unanimoufly 
declared  that  they  would  work  or  do  any 
thing  for  Maffa  Prince,  or  for  Maflfa  King, 
freely  and  without  pay.  And  here  it  may 
be  obferved  that  it  was  not  only  in  Nova 
Scotia  that  they  manifefted  their  reverence 
for  the  very  name  of  the  King;  he  had 
ever  been  a  favourite  with  them  in  the 
mountsdns  of  Trelawney.  Negroes  in  ge- 
neral have  no  notions  of  equality :  among 
themfelves  fome  families  are  held  in  higher 
eftimation  than  others,  and  no  people  pay 
a  greater  deference  to  their  fuperiors  than 
they  to  theii;  chiefs.  When  the  negroes 
in  St.  Domingo  were  excited  to  take  arms 
againft  thfe  royalifts,  it  was  under  the  idea 
that  the  latter  were  rebelling  againft  the 
will  of  the  king.  The  teftimony  of  loyalty 
given  by  the  Maroons,  could  not  but  be 
pleafing  to  Pirince  Edward,  but  his  Royal 
Highnefs  would  by  no  means  accept  of 
Vol.  II.       •         P  their  • 
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their  fervices  without  a  compehfation,  and 
they  agreed  to  receive  the  ufual  pay  of 
fuch  kbow.     It  being  the  height  of  fum« 
mer,   temporary    houfes    were    made    of 
boards,  and  others   hired  for  them  near 
the   town  and   citadel ;  fome   tents  were 
pitchedy^  and   the   Governor   allotted   the 
bams  of  his  farm  near  the  place  for  the 
iame  purpofe.     The  whole  body  was  ac-« 
cordingly   landed    and   marched   to  their 
quarters.    Providing  for  them  in  this  fitua*' 
tiop  was  extremely  expenfive,  every  necef- 
iary  article  of  life  increaHng  in  value.     In 
a  fiiort  time  this  dreadful  banditti  were 
confidcred  as   a   great   acquidtion  to  the 
country.     The  little  money  they  brought 
with  them,   and  what  they  acquired  by 
their    labours,    was    fpent   \p,    the    town, 
whence  alfo  the  neceflary  fupplies  for  im- 
mediate ufe  were  furnifhed,  fo  that  intel- 
ligence of  their  re-embarkation  would  now 
liave  been   moft  unwelcome.      The  lines 
of  the  citadel  were  raifed  with  rapidity, 
and  the  Maroon-baftion,  completed  under 
the  direAion  of  Prince  Edward,  will  long 

m 
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remain  a  monument  of  the  adive  induflry 
of  the  people  whofe  name  it  bears.  Pleafed 
with  the  conduct  and  utility  of  the  Ma- 
roons, and  th«  advantages  already  flowyig 
from  their  fhort  refidence,  the  governor 
of  the  province  haftened  to  acquiunt  his 
Majefty^s  miniflers  with  the  happy  iflfue 
of  their  landing,  and  in  a  letter  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland  reprefented  the  pleafure 
expreflfed  by  the  Maroons,  and  their  defire 
of  being  fettled  in  the  country.  The 
kindnefs  with  which  they  were  received, 
their  removal  from  the  tranfports  in  which 
they  had  been  long  confined,  and  the 
pleafant  ftate  of  the  weather  at  the  time 
they  arrived,  were  juft  grounds  for  the 
fatisfadion  they  expreflfed,  and  a  general 
joy  was  diffufed  both  among  them  and 
the  inhabitants  on  the  arrival  of  the  dif« 
patches  relative  to  them  from  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  which  were  received  by  the 
Governor  nearly  about  the  time  they  were 
expedled.  In  thefe  difpatches  his  Grace 
recommended  the  Maroons  to  the  care  and 
protection  of  the  Governor,  and  gave  in- 

P  2  ilrudlions 
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ftrudions  for  their  being  fettled  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Nova  Scotia,  provided  it  could  be 
done  without  injury  to  the  colony  *.  The 
lit^eral  intentions  of  Jamaica  teftified  in  the 
commiflary- general's  commiffion,  where 
the  vote  6f  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds 
was  recited,  was  generally  confidered  with 
great  fatisfadion,  and  the  Governor,  highly 
pleafed  with  the  charge,  undertook  to  make 
fuch  arrangements  for  the  fettlement  of  the 
Maroons  as  he  judged  proper,  to  which 
the  commiflary,  on  the  communication  of 
the  Duke  of  Portland's  letter,  thought 
himfelf  under  the  neceflity  of  implicitly 
fubmitting. 

At  this  junQure  the  commiflary  was 
attacked  by  a  fever,  for  the  third  time 
fmce  he  left  Jamaica,  and  was  confined 
to  his  bed  in  fo  dangerous  a  (late,  that  two 
of  his  phyficians  advifed  him  to  prepare 
for  a  ferious  iflue  of  his  diforder.  In  this 
fituation  being   urgently  required  by  his 

*  Votes  of  the  Ancmblf. 
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deputy  as  well  as  by  the  Governor,  his 
iotended  fucceflfors  in  the  fuperintendency 
of  the  Maroon  fettlement,  and  anxious 
that  no  impediment  might  arife  in  the 
outfet  of  it,  he  was  induced  to  draw  bills 
of  exchange  on  the  correfpondents  of  the 
Receiver-General  of  Jamaica  in  London, 
in  favour  of  a  houfe  recommended  by 
the  Governor,  for  (ix  thoufand  pounds 
fterling,  as  a  depofit  fund  for  intended 
purchafes,  and  alfo  to  fend  an  order  for 
certain  ftores  pointed  out  by  his  £xcellenc]|i^ 
arrangements  which  he  informed  the  com- 
miflary  it  was  incumbent  on  his  Excellency 
to  report  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land *.  The  commiflary's  diforder  termi- 
nated more  favourably  than  was  expeded, 
and  when  he  was  able  to  attend  to  bufmefs, 
the  Governor  pointed  out  to  him  fome 
land  and  houfes  at  a  place  called  Prefton, 
about  five  miles  from  Halifax,  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  harbour,  as  the  moft 
eligible  for  a  purchafe,  for  a  confiderable 

■ 
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part  of  which  he  had  previoufly  agreed, 
Allibough  the  meafures  now  adopted 
overturned  his  original  plan,  and  tho 
fettling  the  Maroons  in  a  body  feemed 
not  to  him  to  promife  the  fpeedieft  re- 
lief to  Jamaica,  he  thought  it  incumbent 
upon  him  to  forward  the  Governor's 
views^  on  the  principles  he  had  em- 
braced under  the  fandion  received  from 
England.  But  a  credit  of  ten  thoufand 
pounds  ilerling  brought  with  him  out  of 
|ke  vote  of  twenty-five  thoufand,  being 
ibon  exhanfted,  he  was  obliged  to  apply 
for  more,  and  he  at  the  fame  time  very 
freely  communicated  to  the  Affembly  of 
Jamaica  his  fentiments  refpedting  the  pro- 
ceedings with  the  Maroons,  ftating  the 
impolicy  of  keeping  them  in  a  body,  and 
predi&ing  that  the  ifland  would  not  be 
foon  releafed  from  the  burden  of  fupport-» 
ing  them.  When  the  commifTary  reco« 
vered  fuificiently  to  vifit  the  purchafed 
lands,  he  found  them  in  general  extremely 
barren,  and  learned  that  the  fituation  had 
been  before  occupied  and  deierted  by  two 

fuc^ 
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fuccefltve  bodies  of  people ;  the  firft,  dif- 
banded  foldiers,  the  other,  the  black  loyal- 
ids  of  America,  flaves  who  had  abandoned 
their  mailers  in  the  conteft  with  Great 
Britain,  and  who  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
war  had  been  allowed  to  fettle  there. 
Thefe  had  been  induced  by  the  agents 
of  the  Sierra  Leone  company  to  quit  fo 
unprofitable  a  (ituation  and  embark  for  the 
fettlement  in  Africa.  Nor  did  the  vicinity 
of  Halifax,  which  was  dated  as  an  ad- 
vantage, appear  defirable  to  the  commif- 
fery,  who  thought  it  an  inducement  to 
the  Maroons  to  undertake  employments 
offered  by  the  town,  and  to  neglcdl  the 
improviinent  of  their  land^. 

There  was,  indeed,  one  plan  which,  had 
the  commiflary  been  able  or  empoweFid 
to  execute,  might  have  proved  highly  be- 
neficial to*  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  and  put 
it  in  the  power  of  the  Maroons  themfelves 
to  have  defrayed  by  their  labour  every 
cxpence  already  incurred  for  them,  or  ne^ 
ceffary  in  future  to  their  profperity;  and 

P  4  to 
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to  this  plan  the  fituation  of  Prefton  would 
have  been  highly  favourable.  It  is  well 
known  to  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with 
Nova  Scotia,  that  all  goods  from  the  Bay 
of  Fundy,  or  Bafon  of  Minas,  are  con- 
veyed to  Halifax,  by  veflcls  in  a  navigation 
hazardous,  expendve,  and  uncertain,  round 
Cape  Sable  at  the  extremity  of  the  penin- 
fula,  a  paflfage  generally  taking  ten  days 
or  a  fortnight,  and  infinitely  more  dan- 
gerous than  that  from  Halifax  to  the 
Thames.  There  are  fmall  lakes  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Prefton  communicating 
with  each  other,  and  ultimately  with  the 
river  Schubennaccadie,  which  falls  into 
the  Bafon  of  Minas,  One  lake^  called 
Dartmouth  lake,  from  its  fituation  near 
that  place,  is  entirely  unconneded  with 
the  others,  and  throws  out  a  little  river, 
which,  after  a  courfe  of  about  half  a  mile, 
runs  into  a  cove  in  Halifax  harbour.  The 
diftance  between  the  lake  of  Dartmouth 
and  the  neareft  of  the  others,  is  not  more 
than  twenty  chain,  and  the  interjacent 
neck  of  land  is  level.     A  jundion  might 

have 
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have  been  eafily  formed,   and  by  cutting 
the  ground,  fomc  chains  about  the'  con- 
neding   iflues  of  the  lakes  lower  down, 
and  in  no  place  would  it  have  been  neccf- 
fary  to  have  funk  the  canals  more  than 
eleven  feet,   an  inland  navigation  would 
have   been    opened,    by   which,    without 
rifk,  and  in  one  day,  all  the  commodities 
fent  from  the  Bafon  of  Minas  and  Bay 
of  Fundy,  might  be  conveyed  to  Halifax. 
The   runs   of  land    adjoining    the  lakes, 
neceflary  for  the  execution  of  this  projeft, 
might  at  the  time   have  been  purchafed 
for  a  very  moderate  fum,  and  the  Maroons 
would  have  completed  the   work  in  the 
courfe*  of  one  fummer.     The  whole  length 
of  the  ground  to  be  cut  through  does  not 
exceed  a  mile  and   a  half,  but  it  would 
have  been  requifite  near  the  harbour  to 
have  made  locks  for  a  defcent  of  fixty-two 
feet.     Some  notion  may  be  formed  of  the 
ineftimable  advantages  of  this  navigation 
I4y  contrafting  the  different  regions  of  Nova 
Scotia.     The  fertility  of  the  land  on  the 
weft  fide  towards  the  Bay  of  Fundy  and 

the 
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the  Bafon  of  Minas  is  very  great.  Grain 
of  every  kind  is  abundant  and  cheap : 
butter,  cheefe,  cyder,  and  fimilar  articles, 
arc  made  in  large  quantities.  Immenfc 
orchards  are  covered  with  trees,  particu- 
larly the  apple,  bending  to  the  earth  with 
their  fruit.  To  this  may  be  added,  that 
no  part  of  the  world  affords  good  meat 
at  a  cheaper  rate,  the  price  of  beef  being 
two-pence  a  pound,  Halifax  currency.  On 
the  contrary,  near  the  capital,  and  on  the 
fide  of  the  peninfula  lying  on  the  Atlantic, 
plenty  is  unknown,  or  exotic.  Nature 
has  doomed  thefe  regions  to  gloomy  fogs 
and  poverty  of  foil.  In  the  neighbourhood 
of  Halifax,  there  are  fome  farms  that  yield 
chafiy  oats,  and  produce  potatoes,  clover, 
and  excellent  hay,  but  the  land  fcarcely 
pays  for  the  labour  of  rembving  the  ftones 
with  which  it  is  covered,  and  the  expence 
of  cultivation.  The  return  of  Indian  com 
is  not  enough  to  repay  the  fowing  of  it. 
Orchards  are  unknown :  no  fruit  tre«a 
grow  on  this  fide,  except  here  and  there 

a  ftunted  cherry,  plumb,  or  apple,  when 

it 
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ic  is  defended  on  all  fides,  and  the  whole 
height   of  the   tree,    by   houfes   or   high 
boarded  fcreens,  from  the  fevere  blafts  of 
the  wind.     To  open,  then,  fo  fpeedy  a 
commuiiicatlon  with   the   more  favoured 
regions  of  the  weft,  could  not  but  be  of 
the  greateft  importance  to   the  country; 
and  the  adventurers,  whoever  they  may  be, 
that  fhall  efie£t  that  communication,  cannot 
fail  to  be  amply  repaid.    The  labour,  with 
the  purchafe  of  lands,  and  confequently 
the  great  Capital  required,  are  the  obftaclei 
that  prefent  themfelves,  but  thefe  are  not 
infurmountable,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
in  time  fome  adventuring  capitalifts  will 
execute   the  plan.      The  fums  voted  by 
Jamaica  for  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Ma- 
roons would  have  amply  fufficed  to  accom« 
pliih  it,  and  from  the  returns   it  would 
have  produced,  not  only  the  Maroon  ex* 
pences  and  their  fettlement,  either  in  one 
body  or  by  difperfion  in  feparate  families, 
would  have  been  covered,  but  a  perpetual 
fund    eftablifhed    at    the    difpofal   of  the 
Uland.    The  proje^,  however,  would  have 

required, 


required  a  confidcration  that  muft  have 
cpnfumed  fome  time,  and  as  the  govern- 
ment of  Nova  Scotia  had  kindly  received 
the  Maroons,  and  interpofed  in  their 
affairs,  the  commiflary,  apprehenfive  of 
counterafting  the  pkns  of  the  Governor, 
thought  it  his  duty  to  give  them  every 
nffiftance  in  his  power. 

The  townfhip  of  Prefton  having  been 
determined  upon  by  the  Governor  for  the 
fettlement  of  the  Maroons,  the  old  houfes 
on  the  fpot  were  to  be  repaired,  and  new 
ones  built  for  their  accommodation.  It  was 
then  thought  proper  to  withdraw  them 
from  the  works  at  Halifax,  in  order  to 
prepare  for  their  accommodation  during 
the  winter:  in  September  they  began  to 
remove  in  fmall  parties  to  their  new  habi- 
tations, and  early  in  the  month  of  Odober 
all  had  taken  poflTeflion  of  the  property 
purchafed  for  them  *♦     Difputes  had  arifen 

among 

•  It  was  a!)OUt  this  time  that  on  an  alarm  occafioncd 
by  Richcry's  fquadron,  the  Governor  propofed  to  embody 

them 


among  them  for  the  priority  of  removal 
and  the  choice  of  habitations,  which 
were  not  eafily  fettled,  and  many  of 
them  became  ^nd  continued  a  long 
time  refractory.  The  cold  weather  fet- 
ting  in  before  the  arrival  of  the  cloath- 
ing  and  other  (lores  which  had  bectt 
ordered  from  England,  a  further  great 
expence  was  neceflarily  incurred  in  fur- 
nilhing  them  from  Halifax  at  an  ex- 
orbitant price.  The  Maroons  were  vifited 
by  the  Governor  at  their  new  fettle- 
ment,  and  many  of  them  exprefled  the 
greateft  fatisfadlion  at  their  fituation.  His 
Excellency  conceiving  the  beft  means  of 
advancing  their  civilization  was  immediate 
inftrudlion  in  the  Chriftian  religion,  read- 
ing, writing,  and  arithmetic,  appointed 
for  thefe  important  duties  a  chaplain  and 
teacher  of  the  church  of  England,  with  an 


tbciu  as  a  corjfc  of  mllitra.  He  beftowcd  fcvcral  com- 
xniflions  on  ■  tlicm :  Montague  and  Johnfont  be  made 
colonels ;  Jarrat  and  Bailey,  majors ;  to  fome  he  gave  com- 
panies, and  to  others  L'eu tenancies,  which  highly  gratififd 
their  vanity. 

afllftant, 
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affiftant,  to  refide  among  them,  to  perform 
public  worfhip  regular!  y^  and  to  teach  all 
thofe  that  were  capable.  For  this  eftablifh- 
ment  he  allotted  the  fum  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  fterliog  a->year»  befides  a 
glebe-houfe  and  land  on  the  eftate.  The 
winter,  which  generally  lads  ieven  months 
of  the  year  in  Nova  Scotia,  being  necef- 
iarily  a  time  of  but  little  labour,  a  con-» 
fiant  attendance  at  the  parifh  church  on 
Sunday  was  all  that  was  required  of  the 
Maroons,  and  the  younger  ones  were 
made  to  attend  the  fchooK  To  thefe  due 
attention  was  paid  by  the  fchoolmafler,  and 
they  made  as  great  a  progrefs  as  could  be 
expected  in  the  things  they  were  taught. 
Had  their  inftru&ion  in  religion  been  alfo 
committed  to  the  care  of  this  mafter,  they 
would  probably  have  reaped  much  benefit } 
but  as  he  was  a  diffenter  from  the  efta-* 
blifhed  church,  being  of  the  Sandimaniaa 
fed,  his  religious  tenets  were*  deemed  an 
infurmountable  obftacle  to  his  being  en- 
trufted  to  inculcate  the  principles  of 
Chriftianity.  •    He  had,   if  I  am   rightly 

informed^ 
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informed,  beea  a  miflionaiy  among  the 
Iroquois   Indians,    or  Six   Nations,   with 
whom  he  had  met  but  little  fuccefs :  with 
young  people,  fuch  as  the  Maroons,  had 
the  objeiSions  to  his  tenets  been  removed, 
he  had  talents  that  might  have  promifed  a 
profperous  ifltie  to  his  zeal  and  attention* 
Little  cfft&f  however,  could  be  reafonably 
hoped  from  weekly  fermons  on  dodrines 
of  faith,  delivered  to  old  and  young  pro«» 
mifcuoufly,  in  a  language  not  under(lood« 
It  would   be   as   rational  to  put  Homer 
into    the    hands    of   a    child    beginning 
to  l«arn  Greek.     Once,   coming   out  of 
church,  a  gentleman,  who  had  attended 
the    fervice,   afked   one  of  the   captains, 
ihivering  with  colcL  if  he  knew  what  the 
dergymfin   had   faid,     "  Me  fabby?"  or, 
•*  How  ihould  I  know?"  was  the  anfwer. 
He  had  been  fmoking  his  pipe  with  fome, 
while  others  were  afleep.     The  gentlenvm 
repeating  his  queftion   to   Montague   the 
chief,  who  was  induced  by  his  vanity  to 
wifh  not  to  appear  ignorant,  the  old  man 
replied  that  te  knew  very  well.     "  Mafia 

a  parfon 
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parfon  fiy^  no  mus  tief,  no  dius  meddftf 
wid  fomebody  wife,  no  mus  quarrel ;  mtrs 
fet  down  foftly.'*  This  he  conceived  muft 
be  implied  in  fo  long  a  talk:  but  the  whole 
tendency  of  the  fermon  was  to  convince 
the  Maroons  that  they  were  happy,  and  to 
excite  their  gratitude  to  the  people  of 
Jamaica  for  fending  them  to  Nova  Scotia  ; 
and  it  contained  panegyrics  on  the  Prince, 
the  Commiffary-general,  and  the  Governor, 
their  beft  friend.  The  ineflScacy  of  this 
mode,  however  obvious,  never  occurred  to 
the  preacher;  but  in  juftice  to  the  Go- 
vernor it  muft  not  be  omitted,  that  he  was 
folicitous  that  the  Maroons  fhould  be  made 
to  comprehend  the  benevolent  and  pure 
principles  of  Chriftiapity ;  and  at  his 
requeft  they  were  convened  by  the  com* 
miflary  himfelf,  who  undertook  to  explain 
to  them  the  Governor's  wiflies,  in  a  lan- 
guage they  better  underftood.  The  moft 
intelligent  of  the  men  being  brought  for* 
ward  in  a  room  at  the  commiflary's  houfc, 
and  as  many  more  as  could  be  introduced 
attending,  it  was  obferved  to   them  that 

thcj 
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they  had  left  a  country  in  which  religion 
was  not  fo  fully  attended  to  as  it  ought, 
where  they  had  been  kept  in  a  ftate  of 
barbarous  ignorance,  and  in  habits  repug- 
nant to  the  order  and  decency  neceflary 
to  be  maintained  in  the  fituation  they  now 
held  among  a  people  who  deemed  them- 
felves  bound  by  moral  rules  and  obliga- 
tions, which  were  derived  from  the  law  of 
God  alone,  and  enforced  by  the  laws  of 
the  country,  the  breach  of  them  being  fol- 
lowed by  punifhment :  and  that  although 
fome  might  wickedly  tranfgrefs  thefe  laws 
without  detedion  in  this  life,  thofe  would 
be  called  to  a  fevere  account  in  another 
world,  into  which  they  would  pafs  from 
this,  and  where  mankind  would  be  happy 
or  miferable  according  to  their  obfervance 
or  negleft  of  thofe  laws.     The  Governor 
being  particularly  defirous  that  marriage 
(hould  be  eftablifhed  among  them,  they 
were  told  that  thofe  who  wifhed  to  enjoy 
the  comfort  and  fociety  of  a  wife  fhould 
be  duly  married  according  to   the  cere- 
monies of  the  church,  without  which  no 
Vol,  IL  Q^  man 
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man  was  confidered  as  lawfully  married, 

nor   could    his    property   defcend   to   his 

children.      On  this   Captain  Smith   faid; 

"  But,  Maflfa,  den  we  muft  take  fwear;" 

that  is,  enter  into  an  oath,     "  Yes,  you 

muft  fwear  to  love  and  fupport  your  wife, 

ta  keep  her  in  ficknefs  and  in  health,  to 

afford  her  and  her  children  all  the  comforts 

you  can,  to  be  faithful  and  true   to  her, 

as  long  as  you  both  live,  and  to  forfake  all 

others   but    her.''  — "  Dat   white    people 

fa(hion,"   faid  one  who   had   two  wives, 

*^  dat  no  do  for  we  poor  Maroon:"  and 

then  he  argued,  as  I  before  mentioned  ^,  that 

as  God  and  Chrift  were  good,  they  could 

not  require  that  he  fhould  forfake  either 

of  his  wives,  or  any  of  his  children.  They 

were  defired  to  confer  upon  the  fubjedt, 

and  when  they  had  made  up  their  minda 

to    give    their    anfwer.      They    however 

promptly  adopted  an  expedient  to  evade 

the  bufmefs.     ^'  Mafia,''  faid  one  of  them, 

"  what  you  fay  we  believe  very  good,  but 

•  W,  I.  p.  113. 
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we  no  want  to  bring  bad  curfe  upon  we- 
felveSy  for  Gar  Almighty  no  love  ugly/ 
(that  is  wickednefsy)  and  if  we  do  fome- 
ting  for  curie  us,  he  will  punifli  us.  We 
no  mind  being  married  without  fwear,  but 
if  you  pleafe  you  may  make  the  women 
take  fwear;  we  men  can't  do  fo."  The 
women  were  then  called  in,  and  talked  to 
much  as  the  men  had  been.  None  of  the 
wives  could  be  perfuaded  to  refign  her 
right  to  her  hufband,  and  the  girls  were 
{o  riotous  and  noify  in  their  objedion  to 
taking  zxvf  fwcar^  declaring  without  quali- 
fication they  would  not,  that  they  were 
fent  out  of  the  room  to  confer,  and  went 
off  in  an  uproar,  clamouring  at  the  men 
for  making  fuch  a  propofal.  On  their 
conference  the  objedions  became  flronger, 
and  they  retired,  making  infolent  obferva- 
tions  on  the  latitude  in  which  fome  of  the 
greateft  chara<3;ers  known  to  them  had 
indulged.  The  failure  of  the  attempt  to 
convert  the  Maroons  is  not  to  be  won* 
dered  at.  Their  habits  would  naturally 
pitferve  their  power  over  them  while  they 

0^2  lived 
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lived  together  as  a  diftindk  body  of  people. 
Had  the  different  families  been  induced  to 
eftablifh  themfelves  among  the  remote  fet- 
tiers  in  diftri£ts  where  there  were  churches, 
clergymen^  and  fchools,  they  would  in  time 
have  been  influenced  by  the  example  of 
their  neighbours,  and  though  the  older 
ones  might  never  have  been  prevailed 
upon  to  part  with  their  wives,  or  confent 
to  ftigmatize  any  of  their  children,  the 
younger  ones  would  have  reaped  the  ad- 
vantages of  inftru&ion,  and  would  have 
conformed  through  principle  as  other  ne- 
gro fettlers  had  done.  Separated  from  the 
refradlory  fpirits  that  kept  up  among  them 
an  oppofition  to  induftry,  and  provided  by 
the  bounty  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  with 
the  means  of  fettling  their  families,  they 
could  not  have  failed  to  have  become  in- 
duftrious  and  happy.  The  commiflfary- 
general,  conceiving  that  difperfing  the 
Maroons  very  extenfively  was  the  only 
means  of  difpofmg  of  them  properly,  «imI 
wiihing  to  fpread  them  in  fmall  fettlemcnta 
even  as  far  as  New  Brunfwick,  had  fiig- 

6  gelled 
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gefted  the  plan,  and  had  warmly  urged 

m 

that  the  difierent  unoccupied  barracks 
might  be  allowed  for  the  Maroons  during 
the  winter  of  1 796-7,  to  facilitate  it  early 
in  the  fpring ;  but  obje^ons  being  ftarted 
to  the  propoftl,  he  fubmitted,  and  it  was 
laid  afide.  Diflatisfied  with  the  meafures 
now  purfued  by  the  Governor^  and  the 
colonizing  of  a  Maroon  body  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Halifax,  the  commifTary* 
general,  finding  his  own  plan  fruftrated, 
and  conceiving  that  he  was  confidered 
merely  as  an  agent  to  fumifh  money,  and 
to  a£k  under  the  Governor's  direction, 
expreflfed  fome  impatience  to  quit  the  co* 
lony. 

Meanwhile,  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  of 
Jamaica  took  the  ftate  of  the  Maroon 
bufinefs  into  confideration,  and,  having 
given  due  attention  to  the  accounts  re- 
ceived from  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
Nova  Scotia  and  from  the  commifiary- 
general,  by  which  it  appeared,  that  it  was 
bis  Majefiy's   pleafure    that  every  thing 

0^3    ,  fhould 
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.li    riiif  h^d  been  effedted  in 
.1^  fi  X3  cilate  near  Halifax  with 
,^wKi    hai^dings;  that  the  Maroons 
iCaiuii  and  defirous  to  fettle  in  that 
'  ;  chat  a  licence  of  occupation  had 
;jtii  innted  for  fixteen  or  feventecn  ihou- 
Aiiii  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  eftate  fo 
Tnrrchafed  j  and  that  the  commiffary-gene- 
ral,  by  the  particular  recommendation  of 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Nova  Scotia, 
had  ordered  from  London  various  articles 
to  a  very  coufiderable  amount  for  the  fup- 
port  and  accommodation  of  the  Maroons, 
refolved,   that   all   farther  fupport  fhould 
be  limited  to  the  2  2d  of  July,  179S :  that 
the  Maroons  (hould   be  comfortably  fub- 
fiftcd  by  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  to  the  2  2d 
of  July,  1797;  and  that  for  the  year  next 
enfuing,  a  fum  not  exceeding  ten  pounds 
fterling  fhould  be  allowed  for  the  fupport 
of  each  man,  woman,  and  child ;  the  Af- 
fcmbly   being   fully    convinced    from    the 
tenor  of  the  letter  from  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  to  the  commif- 

fary- 
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fary-general,  that  thefe  people,  pofTeiUng 
lands,  and  provided  with  implements  of 
huibandry,  and  feeds  for  planting,  and 
enjoying  moreover  the  advantages  of  fifh« 
ing  and  fowling,  might  then  fupply  their 
own  wants  with  the  greateft  facility.  They 
concluded  with  refolving,  that  the  lands 
and  buildings  (hould  be  veiled  in  his  Ma- 
jefty,  his  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  for  the  ufe 
and  benefit  of  the  Maroons,  in  fuch  manner 
as  he  ihould  pleafe  to  diredJ:*.  Thefe 
refolutions,  with  diredions  to  execute  the 
conveyance  to  the' crown,  were  tranfmitted 
to  the  commiflary-general, .  who,  on  the 
3d  of  April,  communicated  his  difpatches 
to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  pri3- 
vince. 

*  Votes  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflcmbly  of  Jamaica. 
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LETTER    XV. 

tf^frlty  tf  ^   Winiir.-^ApprehmJhns   of  Tamine.'^ 
Prince  Edward  fends  a  Supply  to  the  Maroofu.^^Com-' 

mJfary-General goes  to  New-Tork  to  procure  Provifions, 
Prbpofah  for  indenting  the  Maroons.-^ Difcontent  in 
tie  Country f  and  among  the  Maroons. -^Tbe  Latter 
rtfufe  to  Labour.  —  The  Care  of  them  given  to  the 
Scboolmqfter.^-^Rjtmcval  of  fome  of  their  Families  to 
BdydvUle. — They  return  to  Work,-  The  Ccmmijfary 
Jkrrmiders,  the  whole  Charge  of  the  Maroons  to  the 
Governor  of  the  Province,  —  Captain  Howe  made 
Superintendant. — The  Commijfary  detained  in  Nova 
Scotia. '^Jamaica  deemed^  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  and 
tie  Governor  of  Nova  Scatiay  liable  to  all  Expences 
incurred  for  the  Maroons. — Refolutions  of  the  Affemhlj 
on  the  SubjeB.^^Lord  Balcarres  refufes  to  tranfmit 
them. — ContradiBory  Accounts  of  the  Situation  of  the 
Maroons.'^They  rtiaffe  into  Idlenefs. — Small  Pregrefs 
^  their  Converfion  to  Chrifiianity.-- Their  Farewell 
jUdrefs  to  the  Commiffarym"^  Perplexing  Situation  of 
the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia. — Letter  from  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  to  the  Lieutenaht-^ 
Governor  of  Jamaica. — Inquiry  into  the  State  of  the 
Maroon  Affairs  by  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  of  Jamaica. 
'^MifunderftanMng. — Stat}  of  the  ^eflion. — Defini-' 
tive  Refolution  of  the  Affembly.'^Opinion  of  a  Committee 
of  the  Houfe  refpeFfing  the  Services  of  the  Commiffary* 
General.'^Vqte  of  the  Hoyfe  in  confequence. 

A  HE  winter  proved  unufually  fevere  and 
long.     From  the  time  that  the  Maroons 

quitted 
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quitted  the  public  works  to  the  fetting  in 
of  the  cold  weather,  which  was  early,  it 
had  been  barely  poflible  to  procisre  fiiel 
enough  for  a  moderate  winter,  and  the 
confequence  was,  that  the  people  burned, 
not  only  what  had  been  laid  in,  but  alfo  all 
their  pafture*  fencing  *.  Notwithftanding 
the  feverity  of  the  feafon,  the  Maroons 
became  very  healthy ;  for  previoufly  they 
bad  been  fickly,  owing  to  their  long  con- 
finement on  (hip-board,  and  the  fudden 
change  of  diet  and  water,  in  confequence  of 
which  many  had  died.  In  the  month  of 
December  a  feafonable  fupply  of  cloathing 
and  flores  arrived  according  to  the  order 
that  had  been  fent  to  London;  but  un*- 
fortunately  the  potatoes,  which  had  been 
chiefly  depended  upon  for  the  food  of  the 
winter,  and  which  had  been  carefully  laid 
up  in  cellars  deemed  froft-proof,  were  frozen 
and  deftroyed*  This,  though  a  very  unufual 

*  No  hedges  will  grow  in  Noti  Sootia }  wbcre  Cnioet 
are  made  of  fallen  trees,  pr  pieces  of  wood,  ihe  ends  of 
which  meet  io  angles  gnc  over  another. 

circum-i 
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circumftance,  was  general,  and,  the  price 
of  flour  increafing,  threatened  Halifax  not 
merely  with  a  fcarcity,  but  famine.    In  this 
dilemma  Prince  Edward,  at  the  requeft  of 
the  Governor,  generoufly  fent  the  Maroons 
aconfiderable  fupply  from  the  public  ma- 
gazines;  but  even  this  proving  very  in- 
fufficient,  the  cprnmiflary  refolved  to  make 
a  voyage  to  New  York  in  order  to  pur- 
chafe  a  quantity  of  flour.     At  this  time  it 
ieems  that  pains  had  been  taken  to  render 
the  Maroons  diflatisfied ;  they  complained 
of  the  cold,  and  declared  that  the  country 
would  not  do  for  them.    The  commiflary's 
deputy  was  charged  with  fomenting  thefe 
difcontents;   but  on  being  fpoken   to   on 
the  fubjeft  by  the  commiflary,  who  pointed 
out  their  refpediive  duties,  and  the  guilt  of 
fwerving  from  them,  as  well  as  the  injury 
that  would  accrue  to  the  ifland  of  Jamaica, 
he  appeared  to  feel  fo  much,  that  neither 
the  commiflary  nor  the  Governor  feemcJ 
to  entertain  any  apprehenfions  of  his  future 
conduft.     The  Maroons  being  houfed  and 

plentifully  provided  for  a  time,  the  commif- 
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hry  put  his  refolution  in  execution,  and 
on  the  23d  of  February  failed  for  New 
York;  and  having  engaged  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  flour  and  other  provifions  at  a 
moderate  price,  returned,  after  a  month's 
abfencc,  to  Halifax.  The  fupply  proved 
a  feafonable  relief,  and  prevented  much 
real  diftrefs« 

Propofals  had  been  made  by  feveral  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Nova  Scotia  for  engaging 
Maroons  upon  indentures,  and  otherwifc 
fettling  them.     Thefe,  when  made  to  the 
commiflTary,  were  always  referred  by  him 
to  the  Governor.      The  application  was 
generally  for  the  choice  of  the  fineft  fct 
lows,  regardlefs  of  the  wives  and  children* 
The   Maroons    themfelves   fmilcd   at  the 
propofals,  faid  they  were   free,  and   that 
from  the  Governor's   promife  in   anfwcr 
to  their  requeft,  they  depended  on  being 
removed  to  a  warmer  climate.     This  pro- 
mife they  aflumed  from  a  letter  written  to 
them  by  the  Governor,  in  which  he  fays : 
^*  I  will,  on  my  part,  write  by  the  packet, 

and 
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aod  reprefeot  the  requefts  of  the  Ma« 
roons  for  the  King^s  confideration :  on  the 
Other  part,  you,  and  each  of  you,  are  to 
continue  to  ufe  your  bed  endeavours 
to  cultivate  and  improve  the  buildings 
and  eflate  whereon  you  now  refide  and 
occupy:  and  faithfully  obey  and  execute 
my  orders  and  diredions  in  all  things/' 
This  could  be  no  promife  of  removal  on 
the  part  of  the  Governor,  but  it  certainly 
kept  alive  their  wi(h  of  going  to  a  warm 
country,  and  confirmed  the  hope  of  it. 
Before  the  winter  elapfed,  the  general  joy 
that  had  prevailed  on  the  determination 
of  fettling  the  Maroons  in  Nova  Scotia, 
yielded  to  difcontent  on  the  part  of  the 
new  fettlers,  and  apprehenfions  of  their 
proving  an  incumbrance  on  the  part  of  the 
inhabitants :  and  the  refolutionsof  the  Houfe 
of  Aflembly  of  Jamaica,  now  prefented 
by  the  commiflary  to  the  governor  of 
the  province,  clouded  the  happy  profpeds 
which  .had  opened  on  the  arrival  of  the 
Duke  of  Portland's  difpatches.  Many  of 
the    inhabitants,    and     particularly    feme 

members 
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members  of  the  Aflembly  of  Nova  Scotia, 
difappointed   in  engaging  Maroons  upon 
indentures,  and  other  propofals  for  fettling 
them,  began  to  be  clamorous,  and  fent  a 
meflage  to  the  Governor  to  inquire  what 
was   to  be   done  with   them,  fhould  the 
ifland  of  Jamaica  difcontinue  their  fupply ; 
and  whether  they  were  to  be  left  a  burden 
on  the  province,  or  not.     A  committee  of 
the  Houfe  called  for  and  examined  the 
commiflary-general,  whoobferved  to  them, 
that  the  ifland  had  fumiHied  as  much  pro« 
perty  for  the  Maroons  as  would  prevent 
an  equal  number  of  other  people  in  Nova 
Scotia  from  being  confidercd  as  paupers, 
and  referred  them  to  the  Governor,  who, 
on  his  part,  declared  that  he  would  anfwer 
for  removing  all   apprehenfions,   and  be- 
come himfelf  a  pledge  and  fecurity  for  the 
ifland   of  Jamaica    continuing    for    them 
an  ample  fupport  *•     This  declaration  was 
made  more   than   two   months   after   the 
refolutions  of  the  Houfe  had  been  com- 

♦  Votea  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly. 
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miinicateJ  to  the  Governor,  and  about  a 
month  previous  to  the  commiflfary's  total 
furrender  of  the  charge. 

The  ground  continuing  bound  by  the 
froft  long  in  the  month  of  May,  the  fpring 
was  far  advanced  before  any  labour  could 
be  required  of  the  Maroons;  and  when 
the  opening  of  the  foil  permitted  it,  they 
difcovered  the  greateft  relu£tance  to  begin 
working,  and  it  was  evident  that  ftrong 
prejudices  had  exifted  in  their  minds  againll 
fettling  in  Nova  Scotia.  The  ground  of 
their  conduct  was  faid  to  be  a  hope  that 
had  been  infilled  into  their  minds,  of  a 
retnoval  to  a  more  congenial  climate,  and 
particularly  of  being  embodied  as  foldiers 
for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  India, 
accompanied  by  their  women  and  children. 
Some  of  them  were  extremely  angry  with 
a  few  who  planted  potatoes,  and  even 
proceeded  to  asSts  of  violence  againft  them  ; 
while  others,  well  difpofed,  complained  to 
the   commiflary   that    working   had   been 

dif- 
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difcouraged   by   his   deputy  *;      This,   as 
well  as  other  parts  of  his  condudt  refpefl:- 
ing  the  Governor,  was  confidered  by  the 
latter  as  aa  objedion  to  his  beiag  continued 
in  the  charge  of  the  Maroon  concerns,  and 
the   commiflkry  thought    it   indifpenfable 
to  (how  his  refentment  by  breaking  off  all 
communicarion  with  him ;  and,  deeming 
decitive  meafurcs  in  oppofition  to  the  pre- 
judices of  the  Maroons  neceflary,  he  placed 
them   under  the    immediate   care   of  the 
fcboolmafter  appointed  by  the  Governor, 
and   removed  feme  of  the  families   to  a 
fettlement    called    Boydville,    about    four 
miles  above  the  upper  bafon  of  the  harbour 
of  Halifax,  where,  in  fpite  of  the  threats 
of  thofe  left  at  Prefton,  they  immediately 

*  This  gentlcmaa  afterwards  defended  himfelf  at  large 
on  oath  before  the  Huufe  of  Aflcmbly  in  Jamaica,  denying 
or  jullifying  the  charges  that  were  made  againll  him  by 
the  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia :  but  as  it  is'  no  part  of  my 
plan  to  enter  ijitq  the  difputes  that  arofe  refpefiing  the 
Maroon  ellablifhmcnt,  but  only  to  ftatc  the  fads,  I  ihlnk 
it  enough  to  add  here,  that  the  Aflembly  of  Jamaica  fully 
acquitted  him«  and  alfo  granted  him  a  remuneration  for 
his  fcrviccs. — Votes  of  the  AJftmbly^  K^)^* 

9  dif- 
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difplayed  great  alacrity  in  working  for 
themfclves.  Orders  were  left  with  Mn 
Chamberlaini  the  perfon  under  whofe  in- 
Ipedion  the  Maroons  were  placed,  that  if 
they  did  not  work  they  ihould  not  be  fed : 
fubmiflion  was  the  confequence,  and  early 
in  June  Mr.  Chamberlain  had  a  hundred 
and  fifty  at  work.  On  the  a  2d  of  July 
'7979  ^^^  commiflary  furrendered  the 
charge  entirely  to  the  Governor  of  the 
province,  and  delivered  up  the  property  of 
the  ifland  of  Jamaica  to  Captain  Howe,  a 
gentleman  fent  by  his  £xcellency  to  re- 
ceive it,  and  in  whofe  hands  the  fuper« 
inteudency  was  now  placed.  There  only 
renudned  to  comply  with  the  refolutions  of 
the  Afiembly  of  Jamaica,  to  make  a  legal 
conveyance  of  the  property  to  the  Crown  j 
and  inftru&ions  were  given  for  preparing 
the  deed :  but  many  objedions  occurred  ia 
the  mode  of  wording  it^  and  a  confiden^le 
time  elapfed  before  it  was  executed.  It  hap- 
pened that  the  commiflary,  now  detirous 
of  returning  to  Jamaica,  was  detained  by 
another  caufe  in  Halifax.     He  had,  at 

dif- 
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different  periods^  drawn  bills  on  the  cor* 
refpondents  in  London  of  the  receiveT--^ 
general  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  in  confe* 
quence  of  the  credit  voted  by  the  AflemUy, 
which  bills  returned  protefted,.  although  it 
appeared)  by  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
receiver's  correfpondents^  that  they  aftually 
had  in  their  hands,  at  the  time  of  pro* 
telling,  funds  to  a  large  amount.  It  was 
rather  extraordinary,  that  the  whole  vote 
of  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds  for  the 
Maroon  concern  was  not  lodged  and 
ready,  particularly  as  the  commiflfary  had 
given  a  ftatement  of  the  whole  vote  being 
neceflary  to  purfue  the  plans  adopted  in 
Nova  l^cotia,  and  had  required  adequate 
funds  to  be  lodged  to  provide  for  his  bills. 
It  appeared,  however,  that,  at  lead,  four- 
teen thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  fter- 
ling  were  lodged,  and  the  Aflembly  ex- 
prefied  their  opinion,  that  fo  far  the  bills 
ihould  have  been  honoured  by  the  receiver- 
general.  Why  they  were  not  honoured, 
was  never  thoroughly  expl^ned,  though 
thofe  acquainted  with  the  ufe  of  money 
Vol.  II.  R  pro- 
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g^iz  difi  33  aa  ia^ndioiu  rcfiexion  among 
mi£  ^iiixuiii  oi  dioie  who  protefted  the  bills. 
Toey  allowed  the  commiflary  ample  credit 
Sot  his  ienrices,  for  which  they  were  of 
opinioa  he  ought  to  have  received  a  very 

large  remuneration,  ^'  but,"  faid  they,  *^  it 
is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  government  of 
Jamaica  did  not  fend  with  the  Maroons 
a  man  competent  in  bujinefsr  The  plain 
meaning  of  which  is,  that  he  ought  not  to 
have  drawn  for  the  money  voted,  buC 
manceuvered  his  purchafes  to  advantage^ 
and  on  credit.  A  competent  bufuiefs-maa 
would  perhaps  have  benefited  himfelf  and 
his  friends  in  the  charge  committed  to 
him :  but  in  this  art  the  commiflary  was 
certainly  incompetent.  To  the  petty  wiles 
of  mercantile  tranfadions  he  was  not 
a  flranger,  but  he  was  fuperior  to  them,, 
and  could  not  difcern  the  intereft  and 
honour  of  a  refpedablc  government  in  the 
low  craft  of  a  little  man  of  bufmefs.  The 
trull  rcpofed  in  the  commifFary  was  of 
magnitude ;  it  involved  the  honour  as  well 

3  a^ 
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as  the  intereft  of  his  country,  and  the  fate 
of  more  than  five  hundred  human  creatures. 
His  objedi  therefore  was  a  fpeedy  and 
honourable  difcharge  of  his  truft :  he  con- 
fidered  that  what  was  voted  by  the  ifland 
of  Jamaica  was  adually  meant  to  be  pai^, 
and  feeling  that  as  a  proprietor,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  legiflature,  he  compre* 
hended  the  intereft  of  his  country  fully  as 
Well  as  if  he  had  been  educated  in  a  count- 
ing-houfe,  or  apprenticed  to  an  attol-ney^ 
he  chofe  to  aft  a  part  which  had  the  fup^ 
J)ort  of  his  own  underftanding,  and  which 
afterwards  received  the  approbation  of  the 
ifland,  exprefled  in  a  vote  of  their  Aflembly* 
However,  the  confequence  of  the  return  of 
the  bills  was,  that  the  perfons  in  whdfe 
favour  they  were  drawn  thought  the  de- 
tention of  the  commiflary  in  Nova  Scotii 
neceflary  to  their  fecurity.  Frefli  bilU 
were  drawn,  of  which  fome  met  a  fimilat 
fate ;  and  it  was  not  till  late  in  the  month 
of  April  that  the  commiflary,  giving  fecu* 
rity  for  the  remaining  unhonoured  bills, 
was  able  to  leave  Halifax,  where  he  had 

R  2  reiSnained 
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remained  upwards  of  nine  months  after  the 
relinquifhing  of  his  truft,  a  fpedator  of 
the  date  of  the  Maroon  fettlement. 

Meanwhile  the  Governor  of  the  pro- 
▼ince,  fenfible  of  the  inadequacy  of  the 
fums  voted  by  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  of 
Jamsuca  to  the  fupport  of  the  Maroon  efta- 
blifhment,  tranfmitted  an  account  of  the 
refolutions  he  had  received,  to  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  reprefenting  that  a  larger  fum 
would  be  indifpcnfably  necefTary,  and 
entreating  his  Grace*s  inftrudtions.  He 
afterwards  wrote  an  expoftulatory  letter 
to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Jamaica, 
declaring  that  he  could  not  accede  to  the 
limitation  refolvcd  upon,  as  he  was  certain 
it  was  inadequate ;  adding,  that  it  was  im- 
poflible  to  make  any  judicious  eftimate  for 
the  fervice.  The  Duke  of  Portland  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  was 
bound,  conformably  to  the  intentions  ori* 
ginally  exprelled  by  its  legiflature,  to  de- 
fray all  the  expence  that  fhould  be  incurred 
on  account  of  the  Maroons,  till  they  could 

1 1  fubfift 
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fubfift  themfelves ;  and  this  opinion  he 
■plicitly  ftated  to  the  two  Governors.  Thcfc 
letters  were  laid  before  the  Houfe,  and 
referred  to  a  committee,  who  having  con- 
(idered  them,  made  the  following  report ; 

^'  That  no  refolution  or  proceeding  of 
the  legiilature  authorizes  the  opinion  enter- 
tained, that  this  ifland  intended  to  pledge 
itfelf  to  provide  a  permanent  fupport  for 
the  rebellious  Maroons  of  Trelawney-Town, 
in  Nova  Scotia,  or  elfewhere : 

^^  That,  as  the  Maroons  were'  fent  to 
Halifax,  to  wait  his  Majefty's  pleafure 
with  refpeA  to  their  future  deftination,  and 
the  choice  of  Nova  Scotia,  as  a  place  of 
fetdement  for  them,  was  not  the  meafure 
of  the  legiflature  of  Jamaica  (as  dated  in 
Sir  John  Wentworth'a  receipt  to  Mr.  Quar- 
rell,  dated  the  nth  September,  1797)1 
this  country  ought  not  to  be  charged  with 
the  extraordinary  expence,  incurred  by  the 
difficulty  of  eftablifhing  them  in  that  (Itua- 
tion : 

R  3  "  That 
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^-  That  the  benevoleot  intentions  of  thi& 
ifland  have  been  evinced,  by  the  liberal 
provifion  made  for  the  fupport  of  the 
Maroons  at  the  time  of  their  embarkation, 
and  afterwards ;  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  was  amply  adequate  to 
fulfil  the  engagement  of  the  legiflature, 
to  maintain  them  at  the  public  expence 
of  this  ifland  for  a  reafonable  time  after 
Aeir  arrival  at  the  place  of  their  deftina-. 
tioh: 

•*  The  fir  ft  provifion  made  by  this 
Houfe  for  the  rebellious  Maroons,  was  a 
grant  of  the"a6tli  April,  1796,  of  twenty- 
five  thoufand  pounds  currency;  a  further 
requifition  having  been  made  on  the  fame 
account,  another  grant  of  ten  thoufand 
pounds  currency  was  voted  on  the  19th 
December,  1796,  when  the  houfe  thought 
it  expedient  to  fix  a  period  beyond  which 
the  ifland  would  not  be  bound  to  fupport 
thefe  people  in  their  fettlement  at  Nov^ 
Scotia  { 

♦♦  That 
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•*  That,  application  having  been  made 
by  W.  D.  Qnarrell,  Efquire,  and  by  Sir 
John  Wentworth,  in  his  letter  of  the  4th 
Auguft,  1797,  to  his  Honour  the  Lieu- 
tcnant-'Governor,  for  an  additional  aid,  the 
fum  of  (ix  thoufand  pounds  has  been  voted 
by  the  Houfe  for  the  fame  ufe,  makings 
with  the  two  former  grants,  the  fum  of 
ferty-onc  thoufand  pounds  currency : 

^  That,  when  Mn  Qutrrell  furrendered 
the  charge  of -the  Maroons  to  Sir  John 
Went«worth,  property  in  lands,  houfes, 
ftock,  furniture,  farming  utenfils,  and  (lores^ 
of  the  value  of  ten  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred and  three  pounds,  fourteen  {hillings,^ 
and  ten-pence  halfpenny  fterling,  was  de* 
livered  by  the  former  to  the  latter,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  Maroons,  over  and  above  the 
provifions  for  the  expences  of  maintaining 
them  until  the  22d  July  1797 : 

"  The  committee  muft  here  obferve^ 
that  from  all  the  communications  to  this 
houfe  on  the  fubjefk  of  thefe  Maroons, 
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it  appears  that  on  their  arrival  at  Halifax , 
tbcj  were  not  confidered  as  atrocious  de- 
linquents tranfported  for  having  taken  up 
arms  againft  his  Majefty's  government,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  as  a  loyal  and  favoured 
people,  fent  thither  for  the  purpofe  of  co- 
lonization ; 

^^  It  appears  to  the  committee,  from  the 
accounts  of  William  Dawes  Quarrell,  £f- 
quire,  and  from  the  information  coUeded 
from  the  Receiver-General  of  this  ifland, 
that  the  fum  of  forty-one  thoufand  pounds, 
granted  at  different  times  for  the  comfort- 
able fubfiftence  of  the  Maroons,  will  not 
be  more  than  fufficient  to  defray  the  ex- 
pences  incurred  in  that  fervice,  previous 
to  the  22d  July  1797;  and  that  a 
further  grant  will  be  neceffary  to  make 
good  the  intention  of  the  Houfe  to  allow 
ten  pounds  fterling  for  the  year  ending 
on  the  22d  July  1798,  for  each  man, 
woman,  and  child : 
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"  The  committee  therefore  recommend 
to  the  Houfe,  to  grant  the  further  fum  of 
fix  thoufand  pounds  (lerling  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  to  come  to  a  final  refolution, 
not  to  make  any  other  grants  for  the  future 
fupport  of  the  Maroons  *•" 

A  copy  of  this  report  was  fent  to  Lord 
Balcarres,  accompanied  with  a  requeft  that 
he  would  communicate  it  to  the  Duke  d 
Portland,  the  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia, 
and  the  commiflfary;  and  that  he  would 
tranfmit  to  the  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia 
the  Ad  of  the  Ifland  pafled  on  the  ift  of 
May  1796,  banifliing  the  Maroons  from 
Jamaica,  and  making  it  felony,  without 
benefit  of  clergy,  for  them  to  return,  or 
for  any  perfon  to  receive  them  in  the 
ifland.  His  Lordfliip  thought  he  could 
not,confiftent  with  his  correfpondence  with 
the  Duke  of  Portland  and  the  Governor 
of  Nova  Scotia,  tranfmit  the  refolutions, 
and  declined  it;  upon  which  the  Houfe 

•  Votes  of  the  Affcrobly, 
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direded  the  Commitcee  of  Correfpondence 
fo  tranfmit  them  to  the  agent  of  the  ifland, 
to  be  communicated  by  him  to  the  Duke 
of  Portland* 

Contradictory  accounts  were  gi^en»  and 
appear  on  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of 
Afiembly,  of  the  fubfequent  difpofition  and 
condudfc  of  the  Maroons.  By  fome  it  was 
ftated  that  they  were  fuffered  to  dwindle 
off  into  their  former  habits  of  idleneis  and 
cdapfe  into  inadion,  while  the  Governor 
himfelf  £ud  that,  ^^  Since  Captain  Howe 
had  fuperintended,  the  whole  fetdement 
wore  a  new  and  promifing  appearance^ 
the  people  were  all  chearfully  at  work, 
there  was  good  humour  returning,  fome 
had  folicited  to  be  fettled  for  life,  and 
they  gradually  abandoned  all  the  plans 
fooliihly  and  wickedly  made,  kept  up^  and 
cherifhed  among  them*/'  The  fad  is, 
that  previous  to  the  charge  being  delivered 
up  by  the   commifiary,   the  people  had 

*  Votes  of  the  Houfc  of  AlTemblx. 
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begun  to  work  ;  but  foon  after,  they  wei* 
fuiTered  to  relapfe  into  idlenefs  from  the 
anxiety  of  the  new  fuperintendant  to  be' 
popular  among  them,  and  while  additional 
hands    were   employed    tn   their   fervice, 
tbe  labour  was  negleded  for  amufementSt 
for  cards  and   cock-fighting,  (IroUing  to 
town,  and  occafionally  earning  fome  money 
in  accidental  occupations.      The  enfuing- 
winter  proved  aiaiofl  as  rigorous  as  the 
preceding,  the  fall  of  fnow  was  the  heavieft 
ever  known  in  Nova  Scotia.      While  it 
lafted,  the  Maroons  were  houfed,  fed,  kept 
warm,  and  had  nothing  to  do  but  play 
cards.     The  younger  ones  were  inftrudled 
by  Mr.  Chamberlain,  but  the  older  ones 
refufed  to  attend  the  weekly  fermon,  and 
made  little  progrefs  in  the  cultivation  of 
the  Chriftian  dodlrines,  the  biptifm  of  the 
children  being  the  only  point  gained  j  for 
neither  marriages  nor  funerals  were  folem- 
pized  according  to  the  rules  of  the  church. 
The  cuftom  pf  a  plurality  of  wives  bound 
only  by  eonfent  continued,  and  when  a 
Maroon   died,    he   wats   biuried  with  the 

Coro*  * 
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Coromantie  ceremonies.  The  burial  fervlce 
was  never  performed  by  the  chaplain  of 
the  eftablifhment.  Once,  as  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Aflembly  of  the  Province 
was  riding  out  with  the  commiflarj,  he 
faw  a  large  company  of  them  at  a  little 
diftance,  and  heard  them  fingtng,  on  which 
he  commented  on  their  happinefsi  in  their 
new  fituation.  "  The  finging  you  hear/* 
faid  the  commifTary,  ^*  is  no  proof,  I  doubt, 
of  their  happinefs.*'  While  the  member 
was  proving  fmging  to  be  an  indication 
of  felicity,  they  approached  the  company 
of  Maroons,  and  found  them  employed  in 
the  interment  of  one  of  their  friends. 

Whatever  felicitations  of  being  fettled 
for  life  in  the  province  might  have  been 
made  by  them  in  the  fummer  of  i797» 
certain  it  is  their  defire  of  a  removal  was 
revived  during  the  winter,  and  afterwards, 
in  the  fpring,  clearly  expreflfed  in  a  fare- 
well addrefs  written  to  the  commiflary- 
general  when   they  heard   he  was  about 

to  leave  Halifax.     This  was  in  the  end 

of 


of  April  1798.     Whea  he  had  arranged 
his  bufmefs,  he  was  apprehenfive  that  oa 
his  departure,  the  whole  body  of  Maroons, 
who  had  always  manifefled  not  only  de- 
ference but  aSe&ion  for  him,  would  come 
to  fee  him  off,  and  willing  to  prevent  the 
inconvenience  as  well  as  the  reflexions  to 
which  il  might  give  rife,  he  induftrioufly 
avoided  all  (how  of  preparation,  and  con- 
fided foleiy  in  Smith,  who,  at  his  defire, 
mifled  the  others  as  to  the  time  of  his  quit- 
ting the  country.     In  confequence  of  this, 
the  addrefs  which  had  been  previouily  pre- 
pared, was  not  received  by  the  commiflary 
till  he  had  arrived  at  Bofton,  in  his  way 
to   Jamaica.      Thither  it   was  difpatched 
after  him,  and  is  as  follows : 

"   To    W,   D*  QUARRELL,    'ESQ^ 

**  Sir, 
"  The  Maroons  hearing  you  are  (hortly 
to  leave  this  country,  the  underfigned,  for 
themfelves,  and  in  behalf  of  the  whole 
body,  beg  leave  to  affure  you  of  their 
unfeigned  forrow  for  the  neceflity  of  your 
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departure  from  hence ;  they  beg  leave  to 
aflure  you,  in  the  finccreft  terms  of  gra- 
tmide,  of  the  great  regard  they  (hall  ever 
j>ay  to  your  memory,  for  the  great  care 
ftnd  attention  you  paid  to  all  their  wants 
and  intercft,  during  the  time  you  had  the 
management  of  their  affairs ;  and  fince  that 
time,  for  the  very  friendly  afylum  they 
always  experienced  at  your  houfe  in  Dart- 
mouth, which  rendered  their  fituation  as 
comfortable  as  could  be  for  people  in  their 
unfortunate  condition.  They  humbly  beg 
you  will  lay  before  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly 
in  Jamaica,  their  prefent  diftreffes  j  their 
contrition  and  forrow  for  their  paft  offences 
to  their  much  injured  country;  and  ac- 
knowledge the  juftice  in  the  fentenc^  of 
banifhment  pafled  upon  them;  but  they 
entreat  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  in  the  moft 
fuppliant  terms,  they  may  be  removed  to 
fome  other  country  more  congenial  to 
people  of  their  complexion:  the  length 
and  feverity  of  the  two  laft  winters  have 
been  fuch,  as  almoft  to  drive  them  to  de- 
fpair:  they  appeal  to  yourfelf  and  Dr. 
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Oxley^  who  have  been  daily  wltaeiTes  of 
their  .condud,  if  they  have  not,  at  all 
times,  behaved  tbemfelves  in  an   honeft, 
peaceable,  and   orderly   manner,  towards 
every  one :  it  is  likewife  with  extreme  pais 
and   mortification  they  fee  immenfe  ex« 
pences  incurred,  without  the  leaft  tendency 
to  promote   their  happinefs  or  comforts^ 
of  which  they  conceive  the  government 
and  ifland  are   not  fuiHciently  apprized: 
if  the  Houfe  of  AiTembly  will  have  the 
goodnefs  to  take  this  into  confideration, 
they  beg  kave  to  afTure  them,  in  cbc  moft 
folemn   manner,   they   will   be    perfefUy 
fatisfied  ,to  live  upon  half  the  altowance 
they  at  prefent  enjoy ;  (Irenuoudy  endea- 
vour to  provide  for  themfelvea  within  as 
fhort  a  time  as  poflible  ;  build  their  owa 
houfes ;  and  put  the  ifland  to  as  fmall  an 
expence  as  poflible  ;  this  they  humbly  con* 
ceive  might  be  accompliihed  (by  a  fale  of 
their  property  here)  for  lefs  money  than 
the  ifland  may  be  aware  of ;  if  the  Houfa 
of  Aflembly  has  the  goodnefs  to  take  com« 
paflioa  on  their  fuflferings,.  they  fervently 
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hope  you  will   return   to   them :  having 

already  experienced  your  kindnefs  on  all 
occafionsy  it  would  encourage  them  to 
furmount  every  difEculty.  God  blefs  you, 
Sir,  wiihing  you  a  fafe  paflage,  and  may 
you  live  long  and  happy,  is  the  fincere 
prayer  of  all  the  Maroons. 

(Signed) 

Colonel  Montague  James. 
Colonel  Johnson. 
Major  J.  Jarrett. 
,  Captain  Smith. 

Captain  Charles  Shaw. 
Captain  Dunbar. 
Captain  D.  Shaw. 
Captain  J.  Harding." 

April  2btb^  ijgj. 

Whatever  had  been  the  defaults  of  thefc 
people,  it  was  impoflible  now  to  leave 
them  without  feeling  an  intereft  for  their 
future  welfare,  and  the  commiflary  fore- 
faw  with  great  pain  that  their  feitlement 
in  Nova  Scotia  would  neither  conduce  to 
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that,  nor  be  advantageous  to  the  inha- 
bitants ;  he  had  fully  ftated  his  opinion  in 
a  letter  to  a  member  of  the  Aflembly  of 
Jamaica*,  but  that  opinion  was  lefs  agree- 
able to  the  Houfe  than  the  reception  of 
the  Maroons  in  Nova  Scotia  and  the 
flattering  accounts  they  received  from  the 
Governor  of  the  Province.  When  the 
commiflary's  letter  v\ras  received,  it  was 
not  too  late  to-  complete  the  original  plan 
of  difpofing  of  the  Maroons  on  the  con- 
tinent of  America  j  but  the  Aflembly  pre- 
ferred the  fcheme  that  was  attended  with 
the  leaft  trouble,  and,  fatisfying  their  con- 
fciences  by  voting  a  provifion  on  an  ample 
fcale,  gladly  refigned  them  to  the  hands 
of  the  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  who, 
it  muft  be  confefled,  difplayed  a  confi- 
dence in  the  plan  of  keeping  them  in  that 
province,  and  fhowed  a  readinefs  to  efta- 
blifti  them,  which  it  was  not  incumbent 
on  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  to  withftand. 
The  commiflk'y,  as  foon  as  he  found  him- 

*  James  V^cdderbunij  Efq.    The  letter  was  made  public« 
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felf  at  liberty  to  depart^  took  a  paflage  in 
a  veflei  bound  to  the  United  Statea  of 
A(n(:rica,  with  the  hope  of  expediting  bis 
return  to  Jamaica,  there  being  no  like* 
Hhoqd  of  a  fpeedy  opportunity  from  Hali* 
fax.  Unfortunately,  \?vhen  he  got  to  New 
York,  a  general  embargo  was  laid  on  at 
all  the  ports,  in  confequence  of  the  depre-* 
dations  of  the  French  cruizers ;  and  being 
detained  in  America  while  it  lailed,  it  was 
not  till  the  end  of  0<aober  that  he  arrived 
in  Jamaica,  where  he  found  the  Aflembly 
fitting. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Maroons  con- 
tinued refractory,  and  the  Governor  of 
Npva  Scotia  began,  with  fome  reafon,  to 
be  very  weary  of  his  charge,  and  heartily 
to  repent  the  encouragement  he  had  given 
to  their  remaining  in  Nova  Scotia.  It 
moid  be  allowed  his  fituation  was  painful 
and  perplexing.  He  had  at  his  doors  a 
large  body  of  people  diffatisfied  with  the 
plan  laid  down  for  them,  and  refolute  to 
oppofe   it   by   means   which    they  hoped 
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would  fubvert  it,  the  refufal  to  labour; 
and  he  anticipated  the  time  when  the  fums 
voted  by  Jamaica  would  be  exhaufted,  of 
courfe  when  it  would  be  neceflary  for  him 
to  difpofe  cf  the  Maroons  without  injury 
to  the  province.  Perhaps  the  anxiety  that 
refulted  from  this  anticipation  might  have 
been  greatly  relieved,  if  ndt  wholly  re- 
moved, by  refleding  on  the  nature  of 
man,  and  the  examples  afforded  by  the 
annals  of  the  very  province  he  governed. 
Not  only  the  natural  indolence  of  men^ 
but  their  flrongeft  paflions,  are  fubdued 
by  neceffity*  When  abfolute  want,  when 
ftarvation  is  the  alternative,  work  will  be 
reforted  to.  The  American  bladk  loyalifts 
were  not  long  fupported;  and  to  this 
moment  the  Germans  fettled  at  Lunen- 
burgh,  in  Nova  Scotia,  are  a  proof  that 
men  will  not  die  of  famine  when  labonf 
will  give  them  plenty.  They  were  fed 
for  a  confiderable  time,  during  which 
the  country  about  them  remained .  uncul- 
tivated, and  almoft  in  a  wild  fta^e  of 
nature ;  but  when  their  fupport  was  with- 
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drawn,  the  induftry  of  the  Germans  rert- 
dered  Luncnburgh  the  beft  fource  of  fupply 
to  Halifax.  Had  the  Maroons,  on  the 
refolution  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  to  limit 
the  grant  for  their  fettlement  to  a  certain 
fum,  been  informed  that  they  were  in 
future  to  provide  for  themfclves,  had  the 
land  and  the  money  voted  for  their  fervice 
been  given  up  to  them,  had  the  eflablifli- 
ment  of  a  fuperintendant,  chaplain,  dodtor, 
fchoolmafter,  &c.  been  reformed,  an  efta- 
blifbment  never  before  thought  of  for 
fettlers,  nor  originally  contemplated  for 
thefe,  and  had  they  at  the  fame  time  been 
told  that  fhe  police  of  the  government 
would  keep  a  ftridt  watch  over  their  con- 
duit, for  which  they  were  amenable  to 
the  law,  the  probable  confequence  would 
have  been  that,  finding  they  muft  depend 
upon  their  own  exertions,  and  fenfible  they 
were  not  in  a  country  where  they  could 
retire  to  faftncfles^  or  defy  authority,  for 
as  a  banditti  they  could  not  have  exifted, 
they  would  with  their  {hares  of  their  pro- 
perty have  dilperfed  themfelves  in  various 
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parts  of  the  country,  where  they  would 
have  had  the  fame  chance  of  religious 
improvement  that  others  had,  and  where 
the  fchoolmafters  that  inftrudled  the  chil- 
dren of  the  old  inhabitants  would  have 
inftrudted  theirs.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the 
Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  either  did  not 
fee  matters  in  this  light,  or  thought  it 
incumbent  upon  him  to  perfift  in  his 
endeavours  to  reclaim  the*  idle  colonv,  to 
inftru£l  them,  and,  if  pofliblc,  to  render 
them  religious,  happy,  and  ufeful.  The 
tafk  was  furely  more  than  Herculean  j  and 
however  we  may  admire  the  defign,  we 
cannot  wonder  at  its  failure. 

Now  fully  convinced  that  the  fum  voted 
would  be  infufEcient,  the  Governor  of 
Nova  Scotia,  foon  after  the  commiflary's 
departure  from  Halifax,  wrote  another 
letter  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Ja- 
maica, in  which  he  aflured  the  legiflaturc 
of  the  ifland,  that  the  moft  prudent  and 
efficacious  means  were  (leadily  purfued  to 
flattie  the  Maroons,  and  render  them  com- 
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petent  to  their  own  fupport,  but  explicitly 
declared  that  they  mud  in  the  mean  time 
be  maintained  by  the  ifland  of  Jamaica, 
intimating  that  he  could  not  doubt  their 
providing  for  an  expence  which  he  faid 
was  incurred  at  their  requeft,  for  their 
fafety  and  relief  from  the  horrid  dangers 
cf  continual  infurredion  of  their  negroes, 
which  the  Maroons  would  never  ceafe  to 
contrive.  He  then  gave  the  legiflature  to 
underftand,  that  they  ftili  had  connexions 
on  many  eftates,  who  they  thought  would 
readily  give  into  their  views,  if  they,  or 
any  part  of  them,  could  once  get  into  the 
mountains  and  faftnefles  formerly  0{:cupied 
by  them.  Haying  dated  what  muft  have 
been  fo  alarming  to  the  people  of  Jamaica, 
the  Governor  proceeded  to  regret  the  un- 
jiullifiable  infidious  practices  ufed  to  make 
the  Maroons  difcontented,  with  which  he 
charged  the  commiflary's  deputy,  and  ap- 
pealed to  the  tcdimony  of  the  commiifary 
himfelf.  He  expreflfed  a  belief  that  the 
«vil  efie£t  of  thefe  pradices  would  be  over* 
come  by  prudent  perfeverance,  and  that 
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the  people  would  in  time  fee  their  error ; 
adding,  that  many  families  were  at  work 
with  perfeft  good  will  and  induftry,  and 
very  thankful  to  the  ifland.  He  farthet 
Informed  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Ja- 
maica, that  he  had  been  under  the  necef* 
(ity  of  drawing  bills  on  the  Lords  of  hil 
Majefty*8  Treafury  on  account  of  the  ifland, 
declaring  that  he  confided  in  the  honour 
and  wifdom  of  the  Government  of  Jamaiei 
to  make  a  provifion  for  them,  and  fbr  fiich 
fairther  fupport  as  might  be  tieceflary  to 
enable  the  Maroons  tb  maintain  thein* 
(elves  *• 

Early  in  their  feffions,  the  Houfe  of  Af- 
fembly  entered  upon  the  confideration  of 
the  Maroon  affairs,  a  number  of  documents 
on  the  fubjedl  was  laid  before  them,  and 
the  arrival  of  the  commiflary  enabled  them 
to  inquire  minutely  into  the  occurrences 
that  had  taken  place  in  Nova  Scotia.  The 
Governor  of  that   province    had   himfelf 

•  Votes  of  the  Aflcmbly,  1798. 
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referred  them  to  him.  Having  made  a 
general  report  of  his  miffion  to  Lord  Bal- 
carres,  he  was  more  particularly  examined 
by  a  committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Affembly. 
Jq  his  examination  it  appeared,  that  the 
original  plan  of  fettling  the  Maroon  fami- 
lies feparately  was  counteracted  by  the 
fyflem  purfued  after  the  arrival  of  the 
difjpatches  from  England  approving  their 
reception  in  Nova  Scotia ;  that  the  manage- 
ment of  the  new  fyftem  was  conduded 
by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  who  had  of 
his  own  accord  entered  into  a  treaty  for 
the  purchafe  of  lands,  which  the  commif- 
fary  did  not  fee  till  afterwards;  that  the 
Maroons  met  with  great  difcouragement 
from  feveral  people  in  Halifax  who  wrote 
petitions  for  them,  and  alfo  from  neigh- 
bouring fettlers  who  either  wifhed  for 
their  removal,  with  a  view  to  fucceed  to 
their  houfes  on  eafy  terms,  or  dreaded, 
by  their  becoming  induftrious,  a  reduction 
in  the  price  of  labour ;  that  a  fyftem  of 
inactivity  was  purfued  from  the  time  of 
tlie   furrender   of  the   charge;   that   fub- 

fecjuent 
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fequent  to  that  furrender  the  Maroou 
eftabliftiment  was  enlarged,  unneceflary 
purchafes  made,  and  much  ahercation 
fupported  among  the  pcrfons  employ- 
ed in  the  edablifhment ;  and  that  the 
number  of  people  employed  in  working 
for  the  Maroons  was  very  confiderabljr 
augmented.  The  documents  laid  before  the 
Houfe,  which  were  referred  to  the  fame 
committee,  confided  chiefly  of  letters  and 
extraQs  of  letters  written  by  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  Mr.  Sewell, 
the  agent  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  refiding 
in  London,  the  purport  of  which  was,  oa 
the  one  hand,  to  fhow  that  his  Mojefty's 
minifters  had  by  no  a6t  or  expreflion  taken 
upon  themfelvcs  the  charge  of  the  Maroons, 
or  exonerated  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  from 
the  expences  arifing  from  their  concerns ; 
and  on  the  other,  that  nothing  farther 
could  be  reafonably  expeded  of  the  people 
pf  Jamaica  than  what  the  legiflature  had 
agreed  to  do,  which  was  to  provide  the 
Maroons   with    cloathing    and   necelTaries 

for 
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for  their  pafTage  from  the  ifland,  and  to 
maintain  them  for  a  reafonable  time  after 
their  arrival  at  the  place  of  their  dcftination ; 
that  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  never  had  in 
contemplation  the  fettling  of  a  diftin£t 
black  peafantry  in  Nova  Scotia,  or  of  pro- 
viding for  an  unufual  fuperintendency  and 
eftabliihment ;  and  that  they  had  relied  on 
th€  care  of  his  Majefty's  government  that 
the  tranfported  delinquents  ihould  not  be 
imprudently  flationed. 

It  would  be  abfurd  to  imagine  that  his 
Majefty's  minifters  ever  intended  to  pro- 
vide at  the  expence  of  this  country  for 
a  body  of  exiles,  and  one  cannot  but 
lament  that  the  generofity  they  evinced 
on  this  occafion  fliould,  by  any  mifcon- 
ception,  have  been  fo  ill  rewarded.  I  muft 
repeat,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Af- 

fembly  of  Jamaica  did  not  immediately  on 
the  information  given  them  by  their  com- 
miffary  of  the  fituation  of  the  Maroons, 
which  was  foon  after  their  arrival  in  Nova 
Scotia,  protcft  againft  the  new  arrange- 
ments 
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ments  formed,  and  perfift  in  the  original 
plan,  which  might  dill  have  been  executed, 
at  lefs  expence  than  they  afterwards  in- 
curred :  but  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  they 
were  eager  to  feize  upon  the  conftrudion 
afforded  them  by  the  letters  of  the  Duke 
of  Portland  and  the   proceedings  of  the 
Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  get  fpeedily 
and  entirely  rid  of  the  Maroon  concerns, 
fatisfying  their  minds  with  having  provided 
very  liberally  for  them.     The   Duke  of 
Portland  could   have  a£led  only   in  con- 
fequence  of  the  difpatches  fent  to  him  by 
the  Earl  of  Balcarres  long  previous  to  the 
failing  of  the  Maroons  from  Jamaica.    His 
Grace  had  indeed  previoufly  intimated  that 
he  thought  their  removal  from  Jamaica  bed: 
if  it  could  be  done  with  propriety,  and 
was  therefore'  perhaps  not  unprepared  for 
the  event,  but  it  was  on  receiving  Lord 
Balcarres's  difpatches,  and  before  the  arrival 
of  the  Maroons  at  Halifax,  that  two  letters 
were  written  by  his  Grace,  which  juftified 
the  Governor  of  Nov^  Scotia  in  taking 

them  under  his  care,  in  which|  however^ 

thei« 
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there  was  no  aflumption  of  providing  uU 
timately  for  any  expence,  but  on  the 
contrary  there  was  in  one  of  them,  the 
exprefTion  of  a  full  reliance  on  the  ifland 
pf  Jamaica  for  every  expence  attending 
them.  The  firft  of  thefe  letters  I  have 
already  cited  * :  of  the  other,  which  was 
dated  on  the  15th  of  July  1796,  the  fol- 
lowing is  an  extradk.  "  For  the  prefent 
I  have  nothing  farther  to  add,  but  to  in- 
form you,  that  you  are  to  draw  on  the 
Lords  CommifEoners  of  the  Treafury  for 
fuch  expences  as  you  {hall  be  under  the 
neceffity  of  incurring  in  the  execution  of 
this  fervice,  which  you  will  take  care  to 
conduct  with  the  (Iridefl  economy,  and 
to  fend  over,  with  your  bills  drawn  on 
their  Lordfhips  on  this  account,  correct 
and  proper  vouchers,  in  order  that  their 
amount  may  be  repaid  by  the  legiflature 
of  Jamaica,  in  the  manner  dated  in  the 
inclofed  extradl  of  my  letter  to  Lord  Bal- 
carres :  I  mufl,  however,  obferve,  that  tlie 

♦  Ante,  p.  211. 
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tnode  of  providing  for  this  fervice  woulcf 
be  much  (hortened,  if,  upon  communica^ 
tion  with  the  commiffioner  who  accoin-» 
panies  the  Maroons,  fome  mode  could  be 
adopted,  whereby  the  expences  you  will 
incur  may  be  repaid  by  that  ifland,  through, 
its  agent  or  otherwife,  in  the  firft  inftance ; 
you  will,  therefore,  give  to  this  fuggcftion 
your  moft  earned  attention."  By  this 
letter  the  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  was 
thought  to  be  indemnified  and  warranted 
in  conducing  the  Maroon  concerns;  and 
it  fliould  feem  as  if  the  minifter  had  never 
been  apprized  of  any  other  plan  having 
been  fuggefted  in  Jamaica;  but  the  pro- 
vifion  for  the  fervice  was  clearly  expeSed 
from  the  ifland,  whether  it  was  to  be  made 
through  the  means  of  the  commiflioners 
of  the  Treafury,  or  more  diredlly  through, 
the  ifland-commifl!ary  to  the  Governor  of 
the  province.  Another  letter  from  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  Sir  Joha 
Wentworth,  dated  the  ift  of  November 
1796,  confirmed  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe 
of  Aflembly,  that  the  management  of  the. 

Maroons 
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Maroons  was  confidcred  by  his  Majefty^s 
minifters  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Lieu« 
tenant-Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  as  there 
his  Grace  faid ;  "  The  manner  in  which 
you  have  provided  for  the  eftabli(hment 
of  the  Maroons  is  fuch,  as  in  all  refpeds 
to  meet  with  his  Majefty's  perfedl  appro- 
bation ;  the  mode  of  defraying  the  ncceC- 
lary  expcnces  of  this  eftablifhment  is  very 
properly  arranged  ;  and,  as  it  is  the  exprefs 
intention  of  the  legiflature  of  Jamaica  to 
continue  the  provifion  for  the  Maroons 
imtil  they  (hall  be  enabled  to  fubfifl 
themfelves,  the  prefent  arrangement  for 
defraying  the  expence  will,  of  courfe,  be 
co-exteofive^with  that  period,  without  fub- 
jetting  Jamaica,  and  his  Majefty's  Go- 
vernment here,  to  the  fettlement  of  any 
account  for  that  purpofe,"  But  in  the 
conclufion  of  this  and  in  all  the  Duke 
of  Portland's  letters,  the  ifland  of  Jamaica 
is  conftantly  regarded  as  bound  to  provide 
for  every  expenditure.  The  Aflembly  of 
the  ifland  were  aware  of  this,  but  they 
had  now  an  alternative :  they  might  either 

remon- 
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remonftrate,    aad   claim  the  privilege  of 
{pending  their  own   money   in  purfuing 
a  plan  approved  by  themfelves ;  or,  they 
might  cut  the  matter  fliort,  and  fay  to  the 
Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  **  you  have  taken 
the  whole  conduct  of  the  concern  upon 
yourfelf,  and  look  to  us  only  for  money ; 
be  it  fo :  you  (hall  have  all  the  money  we 
intended  for  thefe  people,  and  five  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  *  more,  ia 
confideration  of  the  weight  you  remove 
from  our  minds."     They  chofe  the  latter, 
and  after  enumerating  the  fads  by  which 
the  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  appeared  to 
them   to  have  taken   the   charge  of  the 
Maroons  out  of  their  hands,  complaining  of 
his  fending  no  accounts  for  fifteen  months, 
and  adducing  the  moderate  expence  of  fet- 
tling the  loyal  American  refugees  in  the 
fame  province  as  a  contrafted  proof  of  their 

•  This  fum  was  the  aggregate  of  the  ten  pounds  per 
head  voted  for  the  year  ending  on  the  22d  of  July  17989 
and  was  appropriated  to  honouring  the  bills  of  the  Governor 
of  Nova  Scotia  to  lliat  amount. —  Votes  of  jHfemlly. 
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Cwn  munificence*,  they  were  of  opinion 
that  they  were  not  in  juftice  called  upon 
for  any  farther  provifion  for  the  Maroons, 
and  adhered  to  their  former  refolutions  f . 

The  Houfe  of  Aflembly  had  now  en- 
tirely difburdened  the  ifland  of  all  concern 
n^ith  the  Maroons,   and  the  accounts  of 
the    com miflary- general    were    examined 
and  fettled.    The  committee  to  whom  they 
had  been  referred,  in  making  their  report, 
declared  it  to  be  their  opinion,  that  the 
commiflary,  notwithftanding  he  had  been 
prevented  from  exercifing  fully  his  own 
judgment  in  the  fettlement  of  the  Maroons 
of  whom  he  had  the  charge,  had  executed 
the  truft  repofed  in  him,  and  difcharged 
his  duty  to  the  ifland  with  diligence  and 
fidelity ;  that  he  had  in  the  courfe  of  fuch 

♦  The  number  of  thefe  loyallfts  was  five  hundred  and 
fixtyy  who  wcie  fubfifled  for  three  years  for  twenty-fivc 
thoufand  pounds  fterling.  For  the  Maroons  who  were  not 
more  numerous,  Jamaica  had  advanced  twenty-eight  thou- 
Sand  in  the  fir  (I  year,  and  fix  thoufand  in  the  fecond. 

-^  Votes  of  the  AfTembly. 
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fervicc,  fuffered  great  hardfliips  and  in- 
dignities, owing  to  his  bills,  drawn  on 
account  of  the  ifland,  having  been  returned 
to  Halifax  under  proteft;  that  he  had 
during  his  abfence  from  the  country,  been 
at  a  conftderable  expence  in  procuring 
perfons  to  manage  his  eftate  and  afFairs, 
and  otherwife  been  put  to  great  cofts  and 
charges :  and  they  concluded  with  recom* 
mending  to  the  Houfe  to  grant  him  fuch 
a  fum  of  money  as  would  be  not  only 
a  compenfation  for  his  expences  and  fuf* 
ferings,  but  alfo  a  liberal  rewaid  for  his 
meritorious  fervices.  The  Houfe,  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  report^  voted  him  the  fum 
of  five  thoufand  pounds  currency  to  be 
paid  by  the  Receiver-General  in  the  month 
of  Auguft  1799,  befides  fundry  expences, 
and  a  balance  of  account  due  from  the 
ifland.  However  this  ftim  may  be  con- 
fidered  in  the  light  of  a  remuneration  for 
fuch  acknowledged  fervices  as  had  been 
rendered  by  Colonel  Quarrell  to  the  ifland 
of  Jamaica,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that 
it  was  in  reality  what  it  appears  nominally. 
Vol.  II.  T  The 
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The  lofs  of  intereft  by  the  mode  of  pay-* 
ment,  the  difierence  between  its  being  paid 
in  Jamaica  and  its  being  paid  in  England, 
U'here  he  was  indebted  on  account  of  the 
illand,  and  its  being  confidered  as  covering 
any  further  fums  that  might  arifc  from 
fubfequent  accounts  in  the  clofe  of  the 
bufinefs  in  Halifax^  certainly  reduced  the 
real  value  of  it  to  little  more  than  two 
thoufand  pounds  ftcrling.  On  this  vote, 
fo  recommended  and  on  fuch  grounds,  I 
have  but  one  obfervation  to  add :  it  was 
unaccompanied  with  thanks^ 
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LETTER    XVL 

Situation  of  the  Maroons. — Proceedings  and  Refofutions 
ff  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  of  Jamaica  fent  to  Halifax. 
— -TAf  Governor  rf  Nova  Scotia  remonfirates,  and 
unexpeBedly  prefers  Charges  againfl  the  Commiffary. 
'^Nature  of  the  Charges. — How  treated  by  the  Com^ 
mittee  appointed  to  enquire  into  them* — The  Marooni 
become  a  Burden  on  the  Government. ^^Propofal  to  the 
DirtBors  of  the  Sierra  Leone  Company.^^Their  Mo» 
fives  fir  coe^enting  to  receive  the  Maroons.-^Removal 
of  them  to  Sierra  Leone. ^-^Their  Condufi  on  their 
Arrival.'^Their  Importance  in  the  Settlement. — They 
are  eftaUi/bed  in  the  Colony. ^-^Their  prefent  CharaHer. 

X  HE  Maroons,  now  left  entirely  to  the 
dire£tion  of  the  Government  of  Nova 
Scotia,  appear  to  have  fometimes  turned 
their  minds  to  employment  and  a  con- 
tinuance in  the  province,  and  fometimes 
to  have  been  totally  bent  on  a  change 
of  country,  which  they  imagined  inaction 
the  beft  means  of  effedling.  In  the 
fummer  of  1798,  a  change  in  the  fuper- 

T  2  intcndency 


(    276     ) 

intendcncy  took  place,  and  the  chief  ma- 
nagement of  the  cftablifhment  was  given 
to  Mr.  Chamberlain  the  fchoolmafter,  who 
it  feems  undertook  it  upon  low  terms. 
He  followed  the  wife  plan  of  withholding 
all  allowance  of  provifions  from  thofe  who 
would  not  work,  and  had  the  fatisfadion 
to  6nd  that  refolutions  made  to  ftarve 
rather  than  labour,  yielded  to  the  calls  of 
hunger,  and  that  in  (lead  of  dying,  they 
began  to  turn  their  woods  into  gardens 
and  cultivated  fields.  In  the  year  17^9 
we  find  them  again  refufmg  to  work.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  winter  their  hope  of  a 
removal  had  been  revived,  and  before  the 
fnow  was  oft'  the  ground,  they  prettjr 
generally  declared  that  they  would  never 
fettle  to  making  any  improvements  ia 
Nova  Scotia. 

About  this  time  the  proceedings  of  the 
Houfe  of  AlVembly  of  Jamaica  relative  to 
the  Maroon  afiairs  in  Nova  Scotia,  and 
their  refolutions  upon  the  fubjc^t-,  arrived 
in  Halifax,  and  created  much  agitation  in 

the 
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the   iQinds  of  thofe   concerned   in  them. 
The    report    made    by    the    commiflary- 
general,  and   the  examination  he  under- 
went before  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  were 
not  documents  with  which  the  Governor 
of  Nova  Scotia  could  be  pleafed«    He  im- 
mediately drew  up  a  fiatement  of  fads, 
and    tranfmitted    them,    accompanied    by 
fome  affidavits,  to  Lord  Balcarres,  to  be 
laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,   ex- 
prefling  his  furprife  and  mortification  that 
they  fhould  have  been  deceived  into  fuch 
refolutions  againft  him,  and  declaring  that 
he   looked  forward    to    their  doing   him 
juftice.     The  ftatement  of  fafts  contained 
a  variety  of  charges  againft  the  commiflary, 
upon  whom  the  Aflembly  called  for  an 
^nfwer.    This  he  began  in  fo  full  a  manner, 
throwing  fuch  light  on  the  fubjedt,  that 
the  committee   appointed   to  receive  and 
report  it,  though  fatisfied  as  to  the  fafts, 
being,  unwilling  that  it  fliould  be  put  on 
the  Journals  of  the  Houfe,  and  pitying 
the  abfurditics  and  glaring  inconfiftencies 

that  appeared  in  the  attempt  to  fupport 

T  3  feveral 


(    278    ) 

feveral  of  the  charges,  requefted  the  com- 
miflary  as  a  favour  to  confine  his  anfwers 
to  eighteen  which  they  pointed  out,  while 
they  rejeSed  the  reft  as  unworthy  of 
notice.  Thefe  charges  are  heterogeneous, 
beginning  with  an  attack  on  his  opinions 
as  a  member  of  the  Aflembly  previous  to 
the  tranfportation  of  the  Maroons,  repro- 
bating his  conduct  in  Halifax  refpeding 
the  Maroon  efiablifhment,  cafting  an  odium 
on  his  political  principles,  and  ending  with 
a  reflexion  on  his  private  concerns.  I  will 
not  trouble  you  or  myfelf  by  entering  here 
into  a  particular  difcuflion  of  this  impeach-p 
ment,  but  I  will  fend  you  the  eighteen 
charges  made  on  bare  afiertion,  and  the 
anfwers  given  on  oath,  that  you  may  amufe 
yourfelf  with  them  at  leifure*.  When 
any  one,  be  his  fituation  in  life  what  it 
may,  prefers  charges  againft  men  who, 
defpifing  life  and  fortune,  devote  them- 
felves  to  the  good  of  their  country,  he 
(hould  be  very  careful  that  they  are  clear 

•  Sec  Appendix,  No.  4. 
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in  proof  and  pure  in  motive,  that  they 
ftand  on  facts,  and  come  forward  unat- 
tended by  fufpicion  of  perfonal  refentment 
or  recrimination.  The  Aflembly  would 
have  been  juftified  in  rejeding  the  whole 
with  the  fcom  with  which  they  treated 
a  part  of  the  charges;  becaufe  they  had 
only  to  turn  over' the  leaves  of  their  own 
Journals  to  find  them  completely  refuted 
in  the  words  of  the  impeacher  himfelf, 
who  in  a  letter  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
of  Jamaica,  written  after  the  commifTary 
had  refigned  the  whole  concern,  exprefTes 
himfelf  literally  as  follows.  ^^  It  is  alfo 
a  duty  of  juftice  to  your  lord  (hip,  and  to 
the  ifland,  that  I  fail  not  to  reprefent  Mn 
Quarreirs  conduct  in  the  fulled  terms  of 
refpe^t  and  approbation;  his  unremitted 
humanity,  care,  and  attention,  to  every 
thing  that  could  be  ufeful  to  the  Maroons, 
and  (enfible  zeal  for  the  honour  and  in- 
tereft  of  his  employers,  certainly  entitle 
:bim  to  the  lading  affcdion  of  the  Ma- 
roons, and  the  moft  diftinguiOied  and 
grateful  confideration  of  the  government, 
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and  every  inhabitant  of  the  ifland  of  Ja- 
maica*." Was  there  any  thing  more 
wanting  to  fliow  that  the  arraignment  of 
the  commiiTary^s  condufk  was  an  after- 
thought, was  the  fuggeftion  of  refentment 
JFor  the  difclofure  his  examination  on  oath 
had  produced?  Why  in  orations,  com- 
poled  in  the  fummer  and  autumn  of  1798, 
long  after  the  commiflary  had  left  Nova 
Scotia,  for  the  purpole  of  defending  the 
purity  of  the  Maroon  eftabli(hment,  and 
of  reprobating  the  difturbers  of  it,  was 
no  blame  caft  upon  him  ?  Why  in  a  letter 
written  by  the  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia 
himfclf  fo  long  after  as  January  1799, 
is  he  ftill  mentioned  with  rcfped,  or  at 
leaft  without  cenfuref  ?  And  why  does 
the  accufation  follow  immediately  upon 
the  arrival  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe 
of  Aflembly  of  Jamaica  at  Halifax  ?  Put- 
ting afide  the  recolledlion  of  former  fer- 
vice?,  fuch  glaring  appeals  to  common  fenfe 
would  have   difcharged  the  Houfe  from  • 

•  Volcj  of  the  Affc»bly.    t  Ibid. 
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every  obligation  of  attending  to  a  ftring 
of  angry  and  refentful  complaints,  the 
weak  after-game  of  an  agitated  mind, 
^ut  conceiving  that  delicacy  required  of 
them  fome  notice  of  a  ftatement  proceeding 
from  a  perfon  holding  a  high  and  honour* 
able  office,  a  committee  w^as  appointed  to 
inveftigate  the  charges.  What  became  of 
delicacy  in  the  end  ?  The  committee  barely 
reported  that  they  had  delivered  certaia 
charges  to  Mr.  Quarrell,  who  had  anfwered 
them  on  oath,  which  charges,  anfwers, 
and  documents  cited  in  them  annexed  to 
the  report,  they  begged  leave  to  refer  to 
the  Houfe,  who  agreed  to  the  report,  and 
fent  it  up  to  the  Governor.  Agreeing 
to  the  report  was  in  faft  agreeing  to  no- 
thing; it  was  indeed  admitting  that  the 
charges  preferred  had  been  anfwered,  but 
beiog  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe 
without  any  remark,  it  fhould  feem  that 
juftice  and  gratitude  were  facrificed  to  falfe 
delicacy :  for,  although  undoubtedly,  as- 
it  was  faid  at  the  time,  the  fadls  fpoke  for 
tbemfelves,  the  commiiTary  had  a  right  to 

expeft 
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exped  firom  the  Houfe  a  public  expreflion 
of  their  fentiments  on  thofe  fads.  They 
bad,  it  is  true,  already  declared,  ^^  that  he 
had  executed  the.  trull  repofed  in  him,  and 
difcharged  his  duty  to  the  ifland  with 
diligence  and  fidelity,  in  which  he  had 
fiifiered  hardfliips,  indignities,  and  lofTes,'' 
and  might  think  it  needlefs  to  repeat  a 
declaration  which  it  was  clear  they  would 
not  retradL 

Let  us  now  return  to  the  Maroons  in 
Halifax.  The  diflatisfadion  ^rly  created 
among  them  was  ilill  foftered  by  their 
pretended  friends,  or  by  thofe  who  wifhed 
their  abfence.  They  were  made  acquainted 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  Affembly  of 
Jamaica  and  the  fubfequent  occurrences; 
they  thought  themfelves  injured,  and  pafTed 
the  winter  of  1 799  in  difcontenc  and  mur- 
murs. In  this  fituation  they  were  become 
a  dead  weight  upon  the  hands  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Government,  the  general  expence 
attending  their  fubfiftence  amounting  to 
no  lefs  a  fum  that  ten  thoufand  pounds 

a-year. 
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a-year*.  It  was  therefore  neceflary  to  adopt 
fome  meafure  refped^ing  them ;  and  in  de- 
vifing  means  to  difpofe  of  them  in  the  beft 
manner,  the  minifter  thought  of  the  fet- 
tlement   of  Sierra  Leone.      Eight   years 
before,    the   negro   loyalifts   of  America, 
who   redded  in   Nova  Scotia,   had   been 
induced  to  quit  that  country  and  to  join 
the  colony  in  Africa,  where  they  very  foon 
became  turbulent   and  unruly,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  moff  criminal  lengths,  even 
to   attempting  the  life  of  the  Governor. 
This  fpirit,  though  checked  at  firft,  was 
never  fubdued,   and  it  continued  to  en* 
danger  the  very  exiftence  of  the  colony. 
This  confideration  had   great   weight  in 
inducing  the  dire6tors  of  the  Sierra  Leone 
Company   to  receive   the   Maroons.      At 
firft,  indeed,  when  the  propofal  was  made 
to  them  by  the  Duke  of  Portland,  they 
wiflied  to  decline  it,  from  the  difficulty 
they  had  found    in  governing  the  Nova 
Scotia   blacks,    but    upon    reflexion   they 

•  Sec  the  evidence  fupporting  the  report  of  a  com- 
xnittee  of  the  Hoiife  of  Commons  refpediog  Sierra  Leoae, 
<^tlie  25th  of  May  fSo2. 
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formed  a  notioo  that  the  Maroons  would 
ferve  ais  a  counterpoife  to  them^  a  notion 
that  muft  have  been  the  rclult  of  a  very 
different  mode  of .  reafoning  from  that 
y^hich  had  been  ufed  for  their  tranfpor- 
tation  from  Jamaica,  where  the  idea  once 
entertained  of  their  forming  a  counterpoife 
in  favour  of  the  government  had  beea 
given  up,  and  where  their  refidence  was 
confidered  as  favourable  to  future  rebel- 
lions. I  will  not  renew  this  topic,  but 
we  (hall  prefently  fee  the  event  of  the 
hope  indulged  by  the  diredors  of  the 
Siisrra  Leone  Company,  who,  on  being 
promifed  payment  of  the  adlual  expence 
incurred  in  fettling  the  Maroons  in  Afri- 
ca, confentcd  to  receive  them.  The  firft 
intention  of  the  company  was  to  fix  the 
Maroons  at  a  little  diflance  from  the  chief 
town  of  the  fettlement,  hut  it  was  found 
impradlicable.  They  embarked  at  Halifax 
in  the  autumn  of  the  year  1800,  and 
arrived  at  Sierra  Leone  in  the  month  of 
Odober.     On  their  arrival,  thair  principles 

were   im;mediatc]y  put  to   the   tell.     An 
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infurredion  had   taken  place  among  the 
Nova  Scotians,   who   underftanding   that 
means  were   about  to   be  ufed  for  efta- 
bli(hing  the  company's  authority,  had  en- 
deavoured  to    poflefs    themfelves   of  the 
government*.     Had   the    Maroons   been 
the   difciples   of  revolutionary  emiflaries, 
or  the  abettors  of  anarchy  and   equality, 
they  would  in  all  probability  have  joined 
the  people  of  their  own  complexfon  to 
extirpate  the  white  tyrant:  on  the  con- 
trary, they  joined  with  alacrity  in  quelling 
the  infurredion.     Some  of  the  infurgents 
were  killed,  many  taken  and  tfied,  a  few 
executed,  and.feveral  banifhed.     A  fyftem 
6{  order  was  introduced  by  the  Governor 
and  Council,  fupported  by  their  new  power 
and  authority;  and  when  another  fuddeii 
and  unexpefted   blow  was  aimed  at  the 
fettlement  by  fome  native  chiefs,  the  Ma- 
roons took  an  adive  part  in  rcpulfmg  the 
the  aflailants,  and  forcing  them  to  remove 
frdm   the  neighbourhood   of  the  colony. 
^  The  power  of  the  Nova  Scotia  party 

*    Report  to  the  Houfc  of  Commons  of  May  25th  i  P02. 
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being  broken,*'  fay  the  committee  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  "  the  internal  peace 
of  the  fettlement  is  no  longer  endangered 
by  the  number  of  difafFe6:ed  Nova  Scotians. 
The  charadler  of  the  Maroons  is  now 
become  a  fubje£t  of  more  importance ;  for 
the  male  adults  among  the  Maroons  are 
full  as  numerous  as  the  remaining  male 
adults  of  the  other  clafs  of  fettlers  *." 

Lots  of  land  were  given  to  the  Maroons ; 
but  though  they  have  at  different  times 
cultivated  ground  to  a  confiderable  extent, 
no  great  dependence  is  placed  on  their 
fteady  purfuit  of  agricultural  plans.  Having 
now  brought  you  to  their  eftablifhment  in 
Sierra  Leone,  I  have  little  more  to  add 
refpeding  them,  for  I  fee  nothing  to  in^ 
tereft  you  in  returning  to  Halifax,  to  ftate 
who  were  pleafed  or  difpleafed,  who  won 
or  loft  by  their  removal,  or  to  give  an 
account  of  the  fale  of  the  property  that 
had  been  pur  chafed  for  them  in  Nova 
Scotia.    I  cannot,  however,  better  conclude 

*  Report  of  Maj  25th,  1802. 
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mj  hiftory  of  them^  than  by  giving  you 
their  chara£ter  at  the  time  of  their  tranf- 
portation  from  Jamaica,  in  the  words  of  the 
Governor  of  that  province,  and  their  prefent 
chara6:er,  as  drawn  in  the  language  of  the 
committee    of  the    Houfe  of  Commons 
appointed  to  examine  the  petition  of  the 
dire<f3:ors  of  the  Sierra  Leone  Company. 
"  I  have  converfed,"  fays  the  Governor, 
"  with  the  befl:  informed  and  mod  fenfible 
among  them,  and  cannot  difcern  any  ma- 
lice or  revenge  in  their  fentiment;  that 
they  in  fad  regretted  the  war,  and  thought 
themfelves  purfuing  fel&prefervation  only. 
In  thefe  communications  they  mention  the 
Spaniih  dogs  as  objeds  of  terror,  from  the 
wonderful  reprefentadons  of  them,  but  that 
they  had  never  fufiered  by,  or  even  feen 
them  ♦."     "  The  Nova  Scotians,"  fays  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  ^*  are  now  much  awed  by  the 
Maroons,  and  look  up  to  Europeans  for 

*  Letter  from  Sir  John  Wentworth  to  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  dated,  Halifax,  aoth  September,  1796. — f^oiaof 
JJmblyj  iSoi. 

2  pro- 


(    d88    } 

protedion.  The  Maroons  arc  adive  and 
intrepid,  prodigal  of  their  lives,  confident 
of  their  ftrength,  proiid  of  the  charader 
of  their  body,  and  fond,  though  not  jea- 
lous, of  their  independence.  They  uni- 
vcrfally  harbour  a  defirc  of  going  back, 
at  fome  period  of  their  lives,  to  Jamaica, 
afiid  therefore  may  with  more  difficulty  be 
induced  by  profpeds  of  future  benefit  to 
labour  for  the  improvement  of  their  habi- 
tations or  plantations.  Thefe  circumftances 
rcndei"  them  a  people  not  cafy  to  be  go- 
verned ^  and  to  be  brought  into  that  ftatc 
of  fociety  which  would  beft  promote  the 
civilization  of  Africa.  The  fuppreffion  of 
polygamy  among  them  has  been  hitherto 
deemed  an  experiment  too  hazardous  to 
be  tried,  and  no  fair  opportunities  have 
yet  occurred  of  afcertaining  how  far  they 
will  fubmit  quietly  to  fuch  rcftraints  of 
the  civil  power  as  are  moft  repugnant  to 
their  inclinations  and  habits.  But  there 
are  favourable  points  in  their  charader. 
Though  they  do  not  defire  inftruftion  for 
thcmlelves,  they  are  glad  to  have  it  com- 
municated 
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munlcated  to  their  children,  who  appear 
to  poflefs  very  good  capacities.  They 
have  no  jealoufy  of  Europeans;  on  the 
contrary,  tbey  appear  to  be  cordially  attached 
to  tbem^  and  wifli  to  fee  an  increafe  of  the 
number  of  white  colonifts.  They  are  ge- 
nerally difpofed  to  labour  for  hire ;  many 
Qf  them  fhow  a  great  defire  to  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  handicraft  trades ;  and  fome 
of  them,  who  have  turned  their  attention 
to  fuch  trades  fince  their  arrival  at  Sierra 
Leone,  have  become  far  more  expert  work- 
men than  could  have  been  exped^ed.  This 
defire  will  probably  be  ftronger  in  their 
children,  who  will  be  brought  up  in  habits 
very  different  from  thofe  which  were 
formed  and  confirmed  in  their  parents  by 
their  fituation  in  Jamaica.'' 
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LETTER    XVn. 

Influx  of  Foreigners  m  Jamaica.^'^Alarm  caufed  by  3 
Letter  written  by  Santhonase. -^Rebellion  cf  rumnuaj 
Slaves.^^The  Accompong  Maroons  and  Companies  of 
Woodmen  employed  to  reduce  thcm.^'^The  Rebellion  queU 
Ud.'^Evacuation  of  St.  Domingo. — ^uejlion  as  to  the 
raiftng  Regiments  of  Black  Troops.^^  Alternative  offered 
by  the  Colonial  Legiflature.^— Agreed  to  by  his  Majefl^s 
Minifters.'-^G  rant  for  building  Barracks  in  the  Interior 
of  the  Count ry.''-' Alarm  on  Sufpicion  of  Black  Troops 
coming  to  the  IJland.^^Frefb  Influx  of  French  Emigrants 
and  their  Slaver .^i^ Arrival  of  the  Guadaloupe  Rangers. 
— n^  Affembly  rentonflrate*^  Trade  nvith  St.  Doming^ 
kept  efen  by  Touffunt. — A  Commercial  Commiffumer 
appcinted.^'^AIr.  Douglas  the  Comwi/Jioner  difcovers  a 
ProjeEl  for  invading  Jamaica.*-^ Renders  Service  to 
the  American  States^  and  forwards  Intelligence  to 
Jamaica  by  which  the  ProjeH  is  defeated ^^  Spoliations 
at  Sea  in  con/equence  of' the  Span'fb  War. '^Alteration 
in  the  Eccleftafllcal  Affairs  of  the  Ifand.^^^teflion 
,refpecling  the  Judges. — Kingflon  made  a  Corporate 
Town. — Numerical  Tables  relative  to  the  State  of  the 
yiand. 

It  remains  for  me  to  lay  before  you  the 
rtate  of  Jamaica  for   the   laft   ten   years, 
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The  mod  ftriking  and  intcrefting  feature 
of  Ihat  period  is  the  Maroon  war,  the 
events  of  which,  and  its  confequences,  I 
have  already  related  to  you,  referving  for 
this  portion  of  my  tafk  the  fubjedts  uncon*^ 
neAed  with  it% 

The  tevolt  of  the  negroes  in  St.  Do- 
mingo, the  breaking  out  of  the  war  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  France,  and  the 
abolition  of  all  manner  of  flavery  in  the 
colonies  by  the  French  proclamation,  placed 
Jamaica  in  a  new  and  awful  pofition. 
Very  foon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Earl  of 
Balcarres,  we  faw  it  naturally  creating 
anxiety  and  fufpicion.  In  the  year  1795, 
no  lefs  than  1 1 99  French  perfons,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  proclamation,  notified  their 
refidence  in  Jamaica,  and,  from  the  di(^ 
perfion  caufed  by  the  progrefs  of  the  re- 
volution, frefh  numbers  were  conftantly 
arriving  in  the  ifland.  Intrigues  and  con- 
fpiracies  were  apprehended*  Strid  in- 
quiries were  made  without  difcovering  any 
grounds  for  them  capable  of  proof     La 

U  2  Fittc 
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Fittc  and    Murenfon,    two    prevaricating 
fools,  were  examined,  and  although  there 
was  not  fufficient  evidence  of  guilt  to  bring 
them  to  a  trial,  they  were  confined  and 
fent  off  the  country;  and  the  Houfe  of 
Affembly  requefted  the  Governor  to  remove 
all  the  French  from   the  ifland  to  Great 
Britain    or   to  St.   Domingo.      However 
anxious  the  public  mind,   no  events  oc- 
curred during  the  remainder  of  the  year 
1796,  after  the  tranfportation  of  the  Tre- 
lawney'-Town    Maroons,   to    difturb    the 
tranquillity  of  Jamaica,  although  intelli- 
gence was  communicated  by  the  Governor 
in  the  end  of  December  of  the  war  with 
Spain.      In  the  courfe  of  the  next  year 
a  flight  alarm  was  raifed  by  a  letter  re- 
ceived by  Lord  Balcarres  from   General 
Simcoc,  who  had  fiicceeded  General  Forbes 
in  the  command  at  Sc.  Domingo  in  the 
month  of  March.     It  covered  the  copy  of 
one  from  Santhonax,  the  commiffioner  of 
the  French  Government  at  St.  Domingo, 
to  General  Beauvais  Leogane,  dropped  in 
the  plain  of  the  Cul  de  Sac^  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood 
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bourhood  of  Port  au  Prince.  By  this  it 
appeared  that  he  had  laid  a  regular  plan 
for  a  defcent  on  Jamaica,  and  for  planting 
the  tree  of  liberty  in  Kingfton:  but  the 
ftyle  of  the  compofition,  and  the  rodo- 
montade of  the  fcheme,  juftify   the  idea 

« 

of  the  letter  having  been  exprefsly  dropped 
to  \>c  picked  up.     The  plan  was  never 
attempted,  but  the  great  influx  of  foreign-* 
ers  this  year  created  much  uneafmefs,  and 
Ifiws  and  regulations  were  made  to  prevent 
their  being  dangerous.     The  year   1798 
was  pregnant  with  alarm  of  feveral  kinds, 
which  were  by  no  means  groundlefs.     In 
February,  a  banditti   of  runaway   flaves, 
who  bad  formed  themfelves  into  a  body 
under  a  negro  named  Gufiee  in  fome  of 
the    Trelawney   mouqtains,    came    down 
upon  the  neighbouring  fettlers  and  com- 
mitted depredations.     They  gradually  in- 
crealed  in  confidence  and  in  numbers,  and, 
before  the  month  of  June,  had  become  fo 
formidable,  as  to  excite  the  greatefl  alarm 
in  the  part  of  the  ifland  they  infefted :  it 
was  even  faid,  that  the  danger  the  country 

U  3  was 
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was  now  threatened  with,  was  much 
greater  than  that  occaiioned  by  the  Ma- 
roons*. Tliis,  however,  could  have  been 
only  a  hafty  opinion  arifing  from  the 
proximity  of  the  banditti ;  for  neither  their 
number  nor  their  enterprifes  are  to  be  at 
all  compared.  The  party  under  CufFee 
amounted  to  forty-three ;  and  it  was  thought 
there  was  another  party  of  thirty  in  the 
fame  parifh.  A  confiderable  band  of  them 
attempted  to  furround  and  deftroy  a  houfe  t 
in  which  there  were  three  white  men,  one 
of  whom  was  (hot,  but  the  other  two, 
aflifted  by  a  faithful  negro  named  Billy, 
foiled  all  their  endeavours  to  burn  the 
houfe,  and  finally  forced  them  to  retreat. 
Thefe  poor  wretehes  feem  to  have  had  no 
determined  ohjtCt :  Cuffee,  the  head  of 
them,  and  Polydore,  were  aftuated  by  a 
fpirit  of  revenge  againft  the  mafter  to 
whom  they  belonged,  and  to  kill  him  was 
the  extent  of  their  views.  They  were 
heard  to  fay,  that  they  w?re  determined 

•  Votes  of  the  AfTembly,  1798. 

t  Steele  and  Pauletts. — This  {ettlcmcnt  is  marked  %q 
^hc  c\ap  of  the  feat  of  war. 
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to  burn  all  the  back  fettlements  In  that 
part  of  the  country,  and  drive  all  the  people 
that  were  there  before  them,  that  they 
might  get  room  to  go  to  Hampftead  to 
kill  their  mafter,  declaring  that  if  they 
once  got  him  they  would  be  done  *.  The 
recolledion,  however,  of  the  difaftrous  and 
perilous  ftate  of  the  ifland  in  1795  and 
1796  was  too  lively  to  admit  of  the 
flighted  degree  of  fupinenefs.  The  ap- 
prehenfions  of  the  mountain  fettlers  and 
neighbouring  planters  were  tranfmitted 
without  delay  to  the  Governor,  who  or- 
dered feveral  parties  into  the  woods  to 
follow  and  reduce  the  rebels.  A  fucceflion 
of  letters,  not  only  from  private  perfons, 
but  from  the  cuftos  and  magiftrates  of 
Trelawney,  painting  the  terror  infpired  by 
the  banditti,  and  ftating  the  depredations 
committed  by  them,  induced  Lord  BaU 
Carres  to  convoke  the  Aflembly  at  an  un- 
ufual  time,  and  they  met  on  the  12th  of 
June.     His  Lordfhip  informed  the  Houfe, 

•  Votes  of  Affcmbly,  179^. 
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that  he  confidered  the  rebellion  to  be  dan« 
gtrous   ih   the  extreme^  unlefs  the  mod 
Yig<>rous   meafuFcs  were,   without  a  mo- 
ment's delay,  adopted  to  crulh  it ;  that  he 
conceived  the  militia,  however  readable 
in  other  points,  not  well  calculated  to  fol- 
low and  reduce  the  runaway  flaves,  nor 
the  regular  troops  adequate  to  it ;  and  he 
eameftly  recommended  the  raifing  of  three 
companies  of  trufty  negroes  of  the  heft 
defcription;  under  white  officers,  each  com- 
(>any  to  confift  of  feventy  privates,  for  the 
pttrpofe  of  conftantly  ranging  the  cock- 
pits, and  the  woods  adjoining.     On  the 
fame  principle  he  advifed  the  employment 
of  the  Accompong  Maroons ;  **  a  body  of 
men,"  faid  he,  **  who  have  ever  remained 
feithful  to  their  king  and  country."     Ads 
were  immediately  paiTed  empowering  the 
Goternor   to    raife    three    companies    of 
woodmen,    to    be   compofed   of  Indians, 
free  perfons  of  colour,  or  trufty  negroes  j 
and  to  employ  the  Accompong  Maroons ; 
and   the  Aflembly,   after  a  fhort  feffions 
pf  eleven  days,  was  prorogued.     Armed 
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with  the  power  beftowed  by  thcfe  zGts^ 
Lord  Balcarres  ibon  lent  agaiall  the  rebels 
that  kind  of  force  which  was  calculated  to 
reduce  them,   and   in   a  ihort  time  they 
were  difperfed  and  heard  of  no  more,  fo 
that  when  his  Lordfliip  met  the  Aflembly 
again  in  the  month  of  OAober  following, 
he  congratulated  them  on  its  being,  in  eafe 
and  quietnefs,  freed  from  domeflic  trouble 
and  alarms,  and  while  the  ifland  enjoyed 
a  date  of  unexampled  happinefs  and  pro- 
iperity.     This  tranquillity,   however,  did 
not  long  remain  undifturbed :  at  the  very 
time  that  the  Governor  was  congratulating 
the  Aflembly,  an  event  had  taken  place 
which   was    preparing   for   Jamaica  frefh 
anxieties  and  alarms.     A  bloody,  or  rather 
mortal  and  fuccefslefs,  war  had  been  car- 
ried on  for  five   years   in  St.  Domingo, 
which  terminated  in  the  neceffity  of  eva- 
cuating  that   ifland,   and   of  leaving   the 
inhabitants  of  it  to  the  horrors  brought 
upon  them  by  the  principles  of  the  French 
revolution.     It  was  finally  abandoned  in 
Qdtober  1798,  and  the  troops  from  the 
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Mole  and  the  Grand  Ance^  amounting  a!to« 
getber  to  a  thoufand,  embarked  for  Jamaica. 
During  the  adminiftration  of  General  Wil- 
liamfon,  the  railing  of  regiments  of  black 
troops  had  been  fuggefted  and  highly 
approved  of  by  his  Majefty's  minifters  at 
home^  who  afterwards,  when  Lord  Bal- 
carres  conduced  the  government,  direded 
him  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
plan  to  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly.  Tlic 
Houfe,  however,  feeing  nothing  but  mit- 
chief  in  fuch  a  plan,  flrenuoufly  oppofed 
it,  declaring  it  to  be  of  a  mod  dangerous 
nature,  being  totally  fubverfive  of  that 
colonial  fubordination,  on  which  depends 
the  fafety  of  the  lives  and  properties  of 
all  his  Majefty's  fubjeds  fettled  in  the 
Weft  Indies  j  and  they  entered  into  a  re- 
folution,  that  if  ever  the  plan  of  embodying 
negroes  to  be  employed  off  the  ifland 
were  carried  into  execution  by  orders  from 
England,  it  would  be  neceflary  for  the 
Houfe  to  adopt  meafures  for  preventing 
fuch  negroes  from  ever  returning  to  Ja- 
maica.   The  miuiftry,  not  equally  fenfible 
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of  the   apprehenfions  entertained   by  the 
members  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  want- 
ing troops  for  fervicc  in  the  torrid  zone, 
and  conceiving   triifty  negroes  inured  to 
the  climate  beft  calculated  for  that  feryice, 
perfifted  in  urging  the  fcheme  as  rational, 
and  unattended  with  danger.    The  colonial 
legiflature  could  not  vanquirti  their  fears, 
and  were  tenacious  of  their  opinions ;  but, 
to  foften  the  pertinacity  of  their  refufal, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  obviate  the  juft 
objcdions    againft    the    influence   of  the 
climate  on  Europeans  unaccuftomcd  to  a 
hot  country,  they  propofed,  on  condition 
of  the  negro  fcheme  being  abandoned,  to 
be  at  the  expence  of  raifing  four  battalions, 
to  confift   of  two   thoufar\d   men,   to  be 
attached  to  the  ifland  for  its  defence,  and 
to  be  maintained  and  paid  by  the  inha- 
bitants:  the  men  to  be  enlifted  under  a 
promife  of  being  provided  with  fmall  fet- 
tlements  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  coun- 
try at  the  end  of  a  certain  number  of  years, 
from   five   to    nine;  and  they  inftrudled 
their  agent  in  London  to  arrange  with  his 
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Majefly's  minifliers  the  means  bed  adapted 
for  procuring  perfons  of  the  defcriptioa 
moft  fuitable  for  the  fervice  intended,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  fend  out  the  wives 
and    families   of   fuch    non*comnuffioned 
officers  and  privates  as  were  married.    De- 
firous  of  manifefting  their  efleem  for  the 
Governor,  they  alfo   pafled   a   refolution 
to  inflrudl  their  agent  to  exprefs  to  his 
Majefty's    miniflers   their  wifli    that    his 
Majefty   would    beflow   on    the    Earl   of 
Balcarres  the  command  of  thefe  battalions : 
an  honour  which   his  Lordfhip,  though 
fenfible  of  this  teftimony  of  efteem,  thought 
proper  to  decline.     On  receiving  the  pro- 
pofals  for  raifmg  two  thouiand  men,  the 
roinifter  offered   in  lieu  of  them  the  10; 
and  4th  battalions  of  the  6oth  regiment, 
which   the   Houfe  of  Affembly  accepted. 
The  offer,  however,  was  attended  with  a 
condition  of  the  battalions  being  changed 
at  the  King's  pleafure,  which  the  legiflature 
of  Jamaica  acquiefced  in,  expreffing,  never- 
thelefs,  their  ri^liance  on  his  Majefty's  foli- 
citude  for   the  welfare  of  the  colony  to 
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prevent  any  fuch  change  taking  place,  un- 
lefs  on  great  and  unforefeen  emergendes, 
in   which   the   ifland    fhould   be  diredly 
implicated;    it  being  evident,  they  faid, 
that  the  removal  of  the  two  battalions, 
after  they  had  been  acuftomed  to  the  cli« 
mate  and  the  nature  of  fervice  beft  calcu- 
lated for  the  defence  of  the  ifland,  and 
after  forming    expediations    of  obtaining 
fettlements  in  the  interior,  to  be  replaced 
by  other  troops,  not  inured  to  the  climate, 
and  not  fiifiSciently  trained  for  the  parti- 
cular fervice,  would  entirely  defeat  one  of 
the  great  objefts  the  Houfe  had  in  con- 
templation, that  of  adding  to  the  popula- 
tion and  militia  of  the  ifland.     This  being 
fettled,  the  Aflembly  refolved  that  barracks 
fhould   be   built    in    the    interior   of  the 
country  for  the  new  force  expefted,  and 
voted  fifty  thoufand  pounds  to  be  at  the 
order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  for  their 
pay  and  fubfiftence,  and  for  providing  ac- 
commodations for  them. 
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While  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  was  thus 
employed  in  meafures  for  preventing  any 
confiderable  military  force  being  formed 
of  negroes,  they  were  fuddenly  alarmed^ 
oa  the  evacuation  of  St.  Domingo,  by  in* 
telligence  that  ^  the  troops  employed  there 
were  coming  to  Jamaica.  Among  thofe 
troops  were  the  negro  regiments  embodied 
by  General  Williamfon,  and  a  mcflage  was 
immediately  fcnt  by  the  Houfe  to  the 
Governor,  defiring  to  know  whether  any 
of  the  troops  expefted  confifted  of  negroes 
or  people  of  colour,  and  rcquelllng  that 
lie  would  give  orders  for  preventing  all 
perfons  of  that  delcripilon  from  being 
landed  any  where  in  the  illand.  Although 
it  does  not  appear  that  Lord  Balcarres 
coincided  in  the  fentiments  of  the  Afl'em-^ 
bly  refpedting  negro  corps,  his  Lordfliip 
felt  it  his  duty  to  adt  conformably  to  them. 
He  not  only  afTured  the  Houfe  that  he 
Lad  not  been  informed  of  an^  fuch  corps 
coming  from  St.  Domingo,  but  he  took 
meafures  to  fend  from  the  ifland  all  perfons 
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The  negro  corps  embodied  by  General 
Williamfon  were  difbanded  in  St.  Domin- 
go, where  of  courfe  necelEty  would  drive 
them  to  feek  for  engagements  among  the 
contending  inhabitants.  Scarcely  was  the 
country  relieved  of  apprehenfions  that  had 
arifcn  from  the  impolicy  of  admitting 
negro  regiments  in  the  Weft  India  colo- 
nies, when  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly  again 
Cook  the  alarm  at  the  new  and  extraor- 
dinary influx  of  emigrants  in  confequence 
of  the  evacuation  of  St.  Domingo,  fome  of 
whom  brought  with  them  a  great  number 
of  flaves.  Near  fix  hundred  of  thefe  negroes 
were  fent  from  the  diftrift  of  St.  Jeremie 
at  the  expence  of  government,  and  con- 
fiderable  numbers  alfo  from  Mole  St.  Ni- 
cholas. About  the  fame  time  too,  the 
Guadaloupe  Rangers,  a  regiment  of  people 
of  colour,  finding  the  pofts  at  St.  Domingo 
evacuated,  had  been  obliged  to  proceed  to 
Jamaica,  where  they  landed  on  the  ift  of 
December.  The  Lieutenant-Governor,  in 
giving  official  information  of  thefe  events 
to  the  AiTembly,  aflured  the  Houfe  that 
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the  Guadaloupe  Rangers  fhould  be  re- 
embarked  as  fpeedily  as  poffible:  but,  in 
fpeaking  of  the  emigrants,  he  recommended 
to  the  confideration  of  the  Aflembly  their 
ficuation  and  that  of  their  negroes,  who 
had  preferred  voluntary  flavery  under  a 
humane  government  to  freedom  under 
the  rulers  of  St.  Domingo.  Their  mailers 
be  defcribed  as  perfons  of  the  moft  meri- 
tcmous  charadler,  the  conftant  and  ftrenuous 
defenders  of  the  facred  principles  of  religion 
and  good  order,  and  as  having  a  juft  claim 
by  their  condud  as  BritiCb  fubjedts  to  the 
protection  of  the  Briti(h  crown,  the  bene- 
volence of  his  Majefty,  and  the  liberality, 
hospitality,  and  commiferation  of  the  ifland 
of  Jamaica.  The  Aflembly,  in  reply,  de- 
clared that  -they  fympathized  with  the 
misfortunes  of  the  French  royalifts,  but 
that,  after  the  moft  ferious  deliberation, 
they  were  of  opinion  that  the  introdudiion 
of  more  of  the  French,  particularly  people 
of  colour,  negroes,  and  flaves,  from  St. 
Domingo,  would  endanger  the  fecurity  of 
the   ifland,  and    increafe    the   alarm   and 
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diflatisfaaion  already  created.  They  faid 
that  had  the  evacuation  of  St.  Domingo 
been  even  forefeen,  it  would  but  have 
required  the  greater  precaution,  and  that 
Iks  the  operations  there,  virere  not  under- 
taken to  advance  the  particular  intereft  of 
Jamaica,  they  could  not  concur  in  a  mea- 
fure  which  they  apprehended  would  difturb 
the  tranquillity  of  the  ifland,  however  libe- 
ral or  dignified,  in  theory,  the  fentiments 
that  pleaded  for  the  continuance  or  admi(^ 
fion  of  French  (laves  into  the  country. 
The  Governor  continued  the  advocate  of 
the  unfortunate  emigrants ;  but  in  vain  did 
he  endeavour  to  undeceive  the  Aflembly 
in  their  opinion  that  the  operations  in  St. 
Domingo  were  not  undertaken  for  the 
intereRs  of  Jamaica,  aflerting  folemnly, 
and  in  the  mofl;  unqualified  manner,  that 
the  pofls  in  the  former,  from  which  the 
unfortunate  perfons  in  queflion  had  been 
compelled  to  retreat,  were  confidered  both 
by  the  fpirit  and  letter  of  his  Majefly's 
commands,  as  out-pofls  maintained  folely 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  latter  j  in  vain  did 
Vol.  II.  X  he 
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he  urge  his  Majefty's  intentions  of  granting 
lots  of  land  to  thefe  unhappy  perfons  in 
fome  part  of  the  Weft  Indies ;  the  Houfe 
felt  a  temporary  jealoufy  in  fuppofmg  that 
they  faw  a  degree  of  obfcurity  caft  over 
the  mind  of  the  executive  governments^ 
refpeding  the  future  welfare  of  Jamaica, 
by  the  immediate  fufferings  of  foreigners ; 
and  a  fecret  Committee  of  Safety  reported 
that  French  flaves  had  been  introduced 
into  the  ifland  contrary  to  law^  that  the 
exifting  laws  were  fufficient  to  rid  the 
interior  of  the  country  of  them,  that  the 
Governor  had  not  given  any  aflfurance 
that  they  were  not  to  be  continued  in  the 
ifland,  and  that  it  appeared  from  evidence 
taken  before  a  committee  of  the  Houfe, 
that  their  introdudlion  had  been  encouraged 
by  the  Executive  Government.  Finding 
that  the  apprehenfions  of  the  Affembly 
were  not  to  be  allayed  by  argument  or 
humane  reccinmendations,  every  ftep  was 
taken  by  the  government  to  infure  imme* 
diate   fafety,   and   almoft   all   the  foreign 
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Jamaica ;  fome  to  be  landed  in  Martinico^ 
and  others  to  be  fettled  ai  Trinidad. 

Another  fource  of  alarm  arofe  from  in- 
telligence of  an  intended  invafion  of  the 
ifland,  proje&ed  in  St.  Domingo.  On  fur- 
render  of  the  pofts  there,  by  General 
Maitland,  Touffaint  L'Ouverture,  among 
other  ftipulations,  had  confented  that  a 
Britifli  commiilioner  fhould  be  permitted 
to  refide  in  that  colony,  for  the  purpofe  of 
regulating  and  proteding  the  trade  which 
it  had  been  agreed  by  the  treaty  fliould 
be  kept  open  with  Jamaica:  the  govern- 
ment accordingly  appointed  to  that  office 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Grant,  a  gentleman  who 
had  fcrved  during  the  whole  war  in  St. 
Domingo  with  great  credit.  In  a  very 
fliort  time  fuch  obftacles  were  oppofed  to 
this  trade,  that  no  great  benefit  feemed 
likely  to  accrue  from  it,  and  as  Colonel 
Grant  was  a  military  man,  Touffaint 
thought  it  common  policy  to  objedl  to 
admitting  him  in  the  charader  of  the  com- 
mercial commiffioner.     The  hope  of  im- 
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proving  the  trade,  however,  was  not 
relinquiflied,  and  to  fupply  the  place 
of  Colonel  Grant,  it  was  neceflary  to 
procure  a  perfon  pofleffed  of  talents,  ad- 
drefs,  and  a  perfedt  knowledge  of  the 
French  language.  Thefe  were  found  united 
in  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Douglas*, 
who  had  been  bred  to  the  bar,  but  who 
at  that  time  held  a  lucrative  poll  in  the 
office  of  the  agent  for  fupplying  the  troops. 
A  more  fuitable  choice  could  not  have 
been  made:  Mr.  Douglas,  inflamed  with 
a  defire  to  ferve  the  ifland,  refigned  the 
pofl  he  filled  in  Jamaica,  accepted  the 
appointment  of  commercial  commiflioner, 
and  embarked  for  St.  Domingo.  He  foon 
not  only  reconciled  TouflTaint  to  the  ap- 
pointment,  but  in  no  fmall  degree  ingra- 
tiated  himielf  with  him.  From  a  perfect 
familiarity  with  the  language  and  manners 
of  the  French,  he  eftablifhed  an  intimacy 
with  them  which  led  him  into  a  thorough 

♦  Charles  Douglas,  Efq.  one  of  the  younger  fons  of 
tW  gentleman  mentioned  in  a  former  note.  See  Vol.  I. 
p.  131. 
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knowledge  of  the  ftate  of  the  country,  and 
of  the  various  plans  formed  by  the  Direc* 
lory  of  France  againft  the  fafety  of  the 
Britifli  colonies,  particularly  Jamaica.  By 
his  addrefs  and  vigilance  he  difcovered  the 
objcdt  of  Citizen  General  Roome's  miffion 
to  St.  Domingo,  which  was  to  raife  forces 
and  make  a  defcent  with  brigands  oa 
Jamaica,  for  the  purpofe  of  revolutionizing 
the  country,  by  caufing  an  infurrediion 
among  the  (laves.  With  this  view  a  body 
of  brigands,  called  the  Legion  Diabolique^ 
and  feveral  other  corps,  were  raifing  at 
Cape  Fran9ois,  while  Touflaint  was  en- 
gaged on  the  fide  of  Port-au-Prince  in 
hoflilities  againft  Rigaud,  who  was  at  the 
head  of  an  army  of  mulattoes  and  negroes 
in  the  country  about  Aux  Cayes,  Roomc 
applied  to  Touflaint  for  aid,  which  he 
refufed,  on  pretence  of  having  occafion 
for  all  his  troops ;  and  certainly  he  and 
Rigaud  were  maintaining  a  moft  bloody 
conflid  againft  each  other :  but,  whatever 
were  his  motives,  it  is  clear  he  would 
not  give   the   afliftance   required  of  him 
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by  the  French  DireSoiy.  Confidering 
himfelf  as  the  man  who  had  obtained  the 
furrender  of  the  colony  from  General 
Maitland,  and  who  had  expelled  the  Bri- 
tifh  arms,  he  conceived  that  he  was  the 

beft  judge  of  the  immediate  purfuits  moft 
requifitefor  the  French  colonial  interefts. 
He  had  a  dangerous  foe  to  fubdue,  and 
a  diftraded  country  to  reduce  to  a  ftate 
of  order.  He  aifefted  to  treat  the  invafion 
of  Jamaica  as  an  enterprife  to  be  con- 
(idered  at  his  convenience ;  faying,  that  an 
army  was  unneceflary  to  fubvert  a  govern- 
ment which  would  quickly  fall  before  a 
few  of  his  proclamations.  He  appears  in 
fafl:  to  have  been  averfe  to  any  hoftile 
attempt  in  Jamaica :  not  fo  Citizen  Roome, 
who  was  moving  all  the  powers  of  Ja* 
cobinifm  againfl;  it.  Informed  of  thefe 
proceedings,  Mr.  Douglas  became  impa- 
tient to  dive  into  the  arcana  of  the  pro- 
jedled  plan,  and  determined  to  vifit  the 
Cape  in  perfon.  At  firft  Touflaint  refufed 
him  a  paflport,  reprefenting  to  him  the 
dangers  he  had  to  encounter ;  but  Douglas 
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perfevered  and  prevailed,  he  paflfed  hltnfelf 
for  a  Frenchman,  and  under  the  protedlon 
of  Touffaint'a  name,  accompliflied  his  en- 
terprife  in  (afety.  While  he  was  at  the 
Cape,  he  rendered  the  American  States  a 
fignal  fervice,  by  apprizing  them  in  time 
that  the  French  intended  to  feize  upon 
their  (hips  to  execute  their  projedl  of  in- 
vading Jamaica ;  and  thus,  in  putting  the 
Americans  on  their  guard,  deprived  Roome 
of  one  of  his  revolutionary  refources,  and 
eflentially  impeded  his  manoeuvres  in  the 
outfet.  Continuing  his  vigilance  unabated^ 
he  completely  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the 
plan  of  invafion,  and  difcovered  the  names, 
characters,  and  routes,  of  two  fpies  who 
had  been  fent  to  Jamaica  to  pave  the 
way  for  the  enterprife.  He  gave  imme- 
diate information  of  thefe  circumftances  to 
the  Lieutenant-Governor,  fo  accurately  de- 
fcribing  the  fpies  and  their  veflel,  then 
lying  in  Kingfton  harbour,  that  the  fecret 
drawer  containing  their  projedls,  plans, 
and  other  papers,  was  fecured  before  they 
were  aware  of  being  fufpeded.     One  of 
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the  rpies,  named  Duboifon,  faved  his  life 
by  making,  a  full  difcovery  of  the  pro- 
jeGt  of  his  miilion.  The  other,  whofe 
name  was  Safportas,  was  folemnly  tried, 
and  executed  with  an  awful  parade  that 
had  due  elFed ;  for  Kingfton,  at  that  time, 
was  full  of  French  people,  among  whom 
it  was  believed  there  were  fome  acceflaries 
to  the  plot.  The  plan  for  invafion  was 
a  very  impotent  one,  founded  on  corre- 
fpondent  attempts  in  Kingfton  confined 
to  certain  French  brigands  and  prifoners. 
Some  (lands  of  arms  were  dug  out  of  the 
fand  near  the  Polygon  at  Fort  Charles, 
and  a  box  of  national  cockades  was  com- 
mitted to  the  fca  in  the  harbour  to  be 
floated  afliore,  but  was  picked  up  by  a 
fifherman  between  Fort  Augufta  and  Port 
Henderfon.  Thefe  fads  gave  alarm,  but 
they  were  not  attended  with  any  con- 
comitant circumftances  of  danger  to  the 
ifland.  Safportas,  who  was  an  outrageous 
Jacobin,  feemed  actuated  by  a  hope  in  the 
mere  poflibility  of  fuccefs  from  an  attempt 
in  which  he  might  eventually  obtain  fome 
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credit.     Duboifon  had  been  a  captain  in 
Deflburce's  regiment  in  the  Britifli  pay  in 
Sc.  Domingo,  and  declared  that  he  had  been 
induced  by  poverty,  on  the  evacuation  of 
that  country,  to  offer  his  fervices  to  the 
enemy.      Before    they    were    difcovered, 
Safportas  ufed  to  undertake  nodurnal  ex- 
peditions,  under  pretence  of  influencing 
the   Charles-Town    Maroons,    and    other 
negroes,  in  which  he  boafted  to  Duboi- 
fon of  great  fuccefs.     This,  however,  was 
deception;   though   he   was   undoubtedly 
infpired  with  the  warmed  fervour  of  Ja« 
cobinifm,   he  did  little  but  endeavour  to 
make  himfelf  important  in  the  opinion  of 
Roome,  whom  he  was  folicitous  to  infpirit 
with  confidence  of  fucceeding  in  the  at- 
tempt.    Mr.  Douglas,  after  nearly  a  yearns 
reddence  in  St.  Domingo,  returned  to  Ja- 
maica, whence  he  was  fent  with  difpatches 
to  England,  where  he  arrived  after  a  (hort 
detention  at  fome  French  port,  into  which 
he  had  been  carried  a  prifoner.   Having  at- 
tended the  minifter  on  the  Aibjedt  of  his  diC- 
patches,  and  remained  in  England  fome  time 
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in  hope  of  his  fituation  and  fervices  being 
confidered^  he  was  referred  for  compenfa^ 
tion  to  the  Houfe  of  AiTembly  of  Jamaica, 
who  voted  him  the  fum  of  five  hundred 
pounds  fterling.  Seniible,  however,  of  his 
merit,  Mr.  Dundas  procured  him  the 
agency  for  the  ifland  of  Curar9oa,  an  office 
from  the  emoluments  of  which  he  might 
have  received  a  benefit,  had  not  peace 
fo  foon  fucceeded.  In  whatever  point  of 
view  Mr.  Douglas's  fervices  might  have 
been  oonfidered,  it  b  certain  that  he  was 
far  from  being  a  gainer  by  them.  He  not 
only  gave  up  a  lucrative  appointment,  but 
fpent  more  than  two  years  of  his  life 
in  tranfading  the  affairs  of  the  country* 
All  were  indeed  unanimous  in  granting 
him  unbounded  applaufe,  but  in  refpe^  to 
compenfation,  various  were  the  opinions. 
It  is  difficult  to  account  for  this  back* 
wardnefs  of  gratitude  in  an  AfTembly,  who 
had  been  prompt  enough  in  fome  other 
inftances  to  teftify  the  impreffion  made  on 
their  minds  by  fervices  of  various  kinds, 
which   I  fhall  probably   have  to   record 
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before  I  conclude  my  talk ;  fervices  of  a 
Tery  eflential  nature,  but  in  which,  com- 
paring them  with  thofe  of  Mr.  Douglas  and 
thofe  of  Colonel  Quarrell,  I  find  this  dif- 
ference, that  the  fervices  of  thefe  gentlemen 
referred  to  pad  events  and  dangers  removed 
and  over,  whereas  the  fervices  alluded  to 
had  no  reference  to  the  pail,  but  combined 
the  adual  and  future  interefts  of  the  co- 
lony. I  know  not  whether  this  be  a  na- 
tural difpofition  in  congregated  bodies,  but 
it  is  not  uncommon  in  individuals:  he 
whofe  life  has  been  faved  by  another, 
is  feldom  fo  grateful  as  he  whofe  interefts 
in  life  are  promoted,  and  in  whofe  welfare 
the  benefador  continues  concerned. 

When  France  aflfumed  a  fovereignty 
over  Spain,  and  forced  that  abjedt  country 
into  an  alliance  againfl:  Great  Britain,  its 
ports  in  the  Weft  Indies  poured  forth  a 
fwarm  of  feluccas  and  fmall  privateers, 
which  hovering  round  the  ifland,  did  con- 
fiderable  damage  to  the  trade,  particularly 
the  coafting  trade.  From  their  conftruftion 
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and  lightnefs  they  were  enabled  to  elude 
our  cruifers,  and  derived  great  advantage 
from  the  knowledge  of  our  coafts,  ob- 
uined  by  the  Spaniards  in  their  trade 
with  the  iQand,  which,  though  contra- 
band, was  winked  at  by  the  Govern- 
ment. Thefe,  uniting  with  banditti'  of 
Frenchmen,  compofing  crews -of  mulattoes 
and  negroes,  moftly  flaves  emancipated  and 
let  loofe  in  St.  Domingo  by  the  frenzy  of 
Jacobinifm,  committed  great  fpoliations^ 
and  were  feldom  captured  by  our  cruifers, 
which  were  not  fuflaciently  light  or  adapted 
to  the  purfuit  of  fuch  petty  veflels,  and 
which  were  generally  at  ftations  more 
diftant,  where  it  was  likely  they  would 
fall  in  with  enemies  of  more  weight.  The 
want  of  our  manufadures,  and  of  a  market 
which  the  Spaniards  had  ever  depended  upon 
for  the  fale  of  their  colonial  produAions, 
induced  adventurers  to  renew,  in  the  midft 
of  hoftilities,  the  old  trafBck,  under  the  fanc- 
tion  of  Britifli  paffes,  which  were  granted 
on  our  fide,  and  the  ufe  of  which  was 
perhaps  not  difcouraged   by  the  Spanifli 
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governors,  for  it  was  on  either  fide  a 
fource  of  emolument.  In  confequence, 
a  very  brifk  trade  with  the  town  of  King- 
fton  enfued,  that  occafioned  a  great  influx 
of  fpecie,  of  which  a  confiderable  part 
found  its  way  to  St.  Domingo,  and  was 
fwallowed  up  in  fupport  of  that  melancholy 
and  deplorable  warfare,  which  perhaps 
averted  the  conteft  from  the  fhores  of 
Jamaica,  but  in  which  Great  Britain  fe- 
verely  fuflfered,  not  only  by  the  unavailing 
expenditure  of  her  treafure,  but  by  the 
lofs  of  an  immenfe  number  of  her  inva- 
luable troops. 

During  the  agitated  period  of  the  war, 
the  colonial  legiflature  took  into  confidera- 
k'ation  the  fituation  of  the  clergy  of  Jamaica* 
In  the  month  of  November  1797,  the 
clergy  of  the  ifland  prefented  a  petition  to 
the  Houfe  of  AflTembly,  dating,  that  the 
cftablilhment  of  many  of  the  incumbents 
was  inadequate  to  their  fupport,  and  that 
the  proviiion  for  their  maintenance  had 
been  made  in  the  year  1748,  a  time  when 
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the  value  of  money  was  much  greater 
than  at  this  period.  The  Aflembly,  on 
inquiry,  found  that  by  a  ftatute  of  Charles 
the  Second,  no  ecclefiaftical  law  or  jurif-* 
dldtion  had  any  power,  in  any  cafe  what- 
ever, to  inflidt  penal  mulds  or  punifli^ 
ments,  and  that  one  of  George  the  Second, 
without  diredly  repealing  that  Aatute,  in- 
verted the  Biihop  of  London  with  the 
cxercife  of  ordinary  jurifdi&ion  in  the 
ifland,  as  it  appertained  to  the  regimen  of 
the  clergy,  but  not  with  authority  in  re- 
{pc€t  to  the  prefentation  or  indudion  to 
any  of  the  churches  or  parilhes  in  the 
ifland.  It  was  at  the  fame  time  obferved, 
that  no  ecclefiaftical  jurifdi&ion  had  ever 
been  exercifed  by  any  deputation  or  au* 
thority  from  the  Biihop  of  London,  and 
it  was  fuggefted  that  in  future  the  exercife 
of  ordinary  jurifdiftion  appertaining  to  the 
ecclefiaftical  regimen  of  the  clergy  (hould 
be  vefted  in  the  Governor.  It  was  alfo 
noticed,  that  the  incomes  of  the  clergy* 
jnen  were  very  unequal,  and  that  the 
regulations  rpfpeding  the  ftipends,  rendered 
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the  re^ors  in  fome  meafure  dependant  on 
the  churchwardens   for    the  payment  of 
them.     The   want   of  provifion  for  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  clergy,  atid 
other  defeSs  in  the  ftate  of  the  church, 
were  obvious:  on  which  a  law  was  pro-* 
pofed  and  pafled,  for  the  better  eflablifh- 
ment  of  the  clergy,  for  building  churchet 
and  parfonage-houfes,  and  for  eftablifliing 
a  fund  or  provifion  for  the  fupport  an4 
maintenance  of  the  widows  and  orphai) 
children  of  deceafed  clergymen.     By  this 
zSt^   which   was    pafled    on    the   23d   of 
December  1797,  means  are  provided  for 
enforcing  the  ereding  of  churches,  to  be, 
as  well  as  thofe  already  eredled,  exclufively 
confined  to  divine  purpofes ;  and  for  buildr 
iqg  parfonage-houfes :   the.  redors  of  the 
pariflies  are  bound  to  appropriate  a  certain 
portion  of  time   in  each  Sunday,   either 
before  or  after  the  performance  of  divine 
worfliip,  for  the  inftrudion  of  every  free 
perfon    of    colour,    and    of    every   flave, 
willing  to  be  baptifed  and  intruded  in 
fhe  dodrines  of  the  Chrillian  religion,  and 

2  for 


(    3^^    ) 

for  the  performance  of  this  duty  to  attend 
in  church:  the  ftipends  of  all  the  reAors 
in  the  ifland  are  made  equal,  and  direfted 
to  be  paid  quarterly  by  the  Receiver- 
General,  at  the  rate  of  four  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds  a-year,  exclufive  of  the 
ieveral  annual  fums  given  by  law  as  a 
compenfatxon  for  burials  in  the  church  : 
and  a  fund  is  eftabliOied  for  the  fupport 
of  widows  and  orphans  of  deceafed  re£tors, 
by  a  dedudion  of  ten  per  cent,  from  the 
ftipends,  to  be  vefted  in  the  commiflioners 
appointed  by  law  for  ftating  and  fettling 
the  public  accounts,  as  a  loan  to  the  public, 
bearing  an  intereft  of  fix  per  cent.^  which 
intereft  is  to  be  applied  to  the  fupport  and 
maintenance  of  the  widows  and  orphans. 
At  the  time  of  pafFmg  this  ad,  the  Houfe 
of  Aflembly,  in  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty, 
prayed  that  a  power  might  be  vefted  in 
the  governor  of  the  ifland  to  cenfure,  fuf- 
pend,  or  remove,  any  clergyman  who 
might  be  complained  of,  in  fuch  manner, 
and  according  to  fuch  regulations  as  the 
legiflature  of  Jamaica  fliould  provide  for, 
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with  a  right  of  appeal,  on  removal,  to  any 
court  In  Great  Britain  his  Majefty  (hould 
approve.  This  wifli  of  the  Aflcmbly  was 
fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Scott,  his  Majefly^s  Advocate-General, 
who  was  of  opinion  that  the  propofed 
delegation  of  the  power  of  ecclefiaftical 
regimen  over  the  body  of  the  clergy  in 
the  ifland,  in  the  hands  of  lay  governors, 
who  are  unacquainted  with  the  nature  and 
exercife  of  the  paftoral  office,  was  liable 
to  objedlions  of  no  incondderable  weight. 
This  opinion  is  written  with  fuch  elegance 
as  well  as  learning,  that  I  fhould  grieve 
to  abridge  it ;  the  whole,  which  is  addrefled 
in  a  letter  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land, {hall  therefore  accompany  this  *,  and 
I  (hall  only  here  add,  that  in  confequence 
of  his  recommendation,  his  Majefty  was 
pleafed,  in  his  character  of  Supreme  Head 
of  the  church,  to  decide  upon  nominating 
three  or  more  refpedlable  clergymen  of  the 
illand  to  be  his  commifTaries,  for  the  pur^ 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  5. 
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pofe  of  exercidng,  jointly  and  fynodically, 
ecclefiaftical  difcipline  over  the  clergy^ 
with  powers,  under  certain  reftriftions, 
of  punifliitig  offenders.  The  Bi(hop  of 
London  being  confulted  on  the  fubjeO, 
exprefled  his  willingnefs  for  the  ac- 
complifliment  of  the  meafure,  and  the 
kgiflature  of  Jamaica  was  informed  that 
as  foon  as  they  had  repealed  the  siCt  by 
which  this  part  of  the  royal  fupremacy 
had  been  transferred  to  the  Bifhop,  a  proper 
inilniment  appointing  commiflaries  fhould 
be  prepared  and  tranfmitted.  The  a£t  was 
immediately  repealed,  ancf  on  the  nth  of 
December  1800,  the  inftrument,  appointing 
John  Campbell,  Redor  of  St.  Andrews; 
Thomas  Rees,  Redlor  of  Kingfton ;  Thomas 
Warren,  Redor  of  St.  Elizabeth ;  Francis 
Ricard,  Redor  of  St.  James's ;  and  R.  S. 
Woodham,  Redor  of  St.  Catherine's,  his 
Majefty's  Ecclefiaftical  Commiflaries,  was 
fent  by  the  Governor  to  the  Houfe  of 
Affembly,  who  voted  falaries  for  a  regifter 
and  an  apparitor. 
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In  the  civil  departments  few  alterations 
have  been  made  within  the  laft  ten  years. 
A  bill  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  of 
Aflfembly  to  enable  the  King  to  appoint 
barrifters  of  a  certain  ftanding,  judges  of 
the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  arid  courts 
of  aiHze  in  the  ifland,  to  hold  their  com* 
miffions  quamdiu  fe  bene  gejferint^  but  it 
lieVer  paflTed  into  a  law.  The  appoino- 
ments  ftill  remain  with  the  governor  of 
(he  ifland,  who  has  ftncc  made  a  barrifter 
chief  juftice.  It  has  been  frequently  a 
queftion  among  the  colonifls,  whether 
the  planters,  gentlemen  of  education,  were 
not  fufficiently  well  informed  for  ail  the 
purpofes  of  adminiftering  juftice  between 
man  and  man,  and  it  has  been  generally 
thought  by  theni,  that  they  were.  It  may 
be  obferved,  that  in  fmall  communities, 
where  the  laws  as  well  as  the  cafes  arifing 
upon  them  are  few,  a  knowledge  of  bufi*^ 
nefs,  with  good  fenfe  and  integrity,  may 
be  all  that  is  requifite  j  but  when  the  laws 
are  very  numerous,  and  cafes  are  multU 
plied    infinitely,   a   nicety    of  judgment, 
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which  can  be  gained  only  by  fludy  and 
habitual  attention,  will  be  required  to  folve 
the  intricacies  naturally  ifluing  from  the 
great  variety  of  fad8, and  from  the  ingenuity 
of  men  in  the  mifapplication  of  principles. 
But  if  this  obfervation  applies  to  courts 
of  law,  it  muft  alfo  apply  to  courts  of 
equity,  where,  particularly  in  Jamaica, 
moft  of  the  queftions  relative  to  large 
properties  are  decided,  and  accordingly  the 
propriety  of  the  chancellor's  office  being 
difcharged  by  military  men,  as  it  generally 
is  in  Jamaica,  has  been  frequently  denied. 
It  is  true  that  an  appeal  in  all  great  cafes, 
either  of  law  or  equity,  lies  to  the  King 
in  Council,  but  it  muft  be  remembered 
that  the  expence  is  enormous. 

To  this  long  letter  I  have  gonly  to  add, 
that  the  great  increafe  of  the  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Kingfton,  and  the  vari- 
ety of  alarms  that  had  been  given  to  the 
country,  rendering  the  ftrideft  attention 
to  the  police  of  the  town  neceflary,  an  a£t 
was  pafled  in  the  year  1801,  conftituting 
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a  corporation  for  the  better  ordering  and 
managing  the  police  of  the  town  and  parifli 
of  Kingfton,'  with  proper  and  adequate 
powers. 

With  this  you  will  receive  numerical 
ftatements  relative  to  Jamaica  from  the 
lateft  accounts  I  have  obtained,  which  will 
enable  you  to  form  a  tolerable  accurate 
judgment  of  the  flate  of  the  iiland  in  thofe 
refpedls. 

jfn  Account  of  the  ^antity  of  Tonnage 
received  into  the  fever al  Ports  of  Jamaica^ 
from  the    \Jl  of  January   I793f  to  the 
24/A  of  November  1799. 


Year. 

i  Bnii(h.  1 

FoiYign. 

1  Toui 

1793 

1794 

J  795 
1796 

"797 
1798 

«799 

109,551 

»39>784 
110,856 

•  88,088 

88,652 

121,085 

109,319 

2,232 

37*875 
55^695 

74»774 
35»923 
48,338 
68,886 

1 111783 

177.659 

166,551 
162,862 

>H»575 
169,423 

1 78*205 
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An  Enumeration  of  other  Exports^  confined 

to  the  Year  1799. 


I^ogwood  and  Aiftick,  13,704 
tons. 

Logs  and  planks  of  Maho- 
gany, 2,876. 

Gum  guiacum,  62  cafks  and 
boxes. 

Indian  arrow  root,  24  cafks 

and  boxes. 

Caflor  oil,  236  ca/ks. 

Turmcrick,  397  bags. 

Lance  wood  fpars,  2,230. 

Ebony,  21  tons. 


Hides,  38,379. 

Supple-jacks,  822  bundles* 

Oil  nuts,  10  cafks. 

Indigo,  19  cafks. 

Shrub,  23  cafks. 

Cocoa,  468  cafks,  9055  bags. 

Cow  horns,  7 1 30* 

Lignumvitae,  67  tons. 

Goat  fkins,  46. 

MelafTes,  420  cafks. 

Planks  of  yellow  fanders,  39. 

Barrels  of  fruit,  910. 


An  Account  of  the  Imports  of  Provisions 
from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^  f^^^^  ^^^ 
iji  of  September  1798,  to  the  \Jl  of  Sep^ 
tember  1799. 


Salt  Pork,  712  tierces, 
14,699  barrels,  3>4i  *  half-* 
barrels. 

Pcafe,  3,610  cafks. 

Herrings,  122,428  barreb. 

Butter,  1 9,740  firkins. 


Flour,  826  puncheons,  3>336 
barrels. 

Ship  Bread,  2,729  butts, 
1,619  hogfheads,  2,300 
barrels,  8430  bags. 

Salt  Beef,  M99  tierces, 
15,752  barrelsj  3,298  half- 
barrels. 

From  the  above  ftatement  may  be  (etjiy  In  one  point  of  vkw,  the 
jinmenfe  advantages  derived  from  the  ifljnd  of  Jamaica  to  the  commerce 
and  navigation  ol  Grea:  Britain,  exduHveof  thofe  arifing  to  ])er  commerce 
and  rranafaOures  from  the  imporcatioo  of  all  the  other  articles  required  for 
the  confampiion  of  the  ifland,  and  for  carrviog  on  its  plantations  and  other 
iectlemeotft,  brought  diiedly  fro-n  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Britifb 
•ad  Iiiih  ihippiog,  the  amount  of  which  ii  almoft  iocaicuUble. 
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An  Account  of  the  Importation^  Exportation^ 
and  average  Prices  of  Slaves^  from  No^ 
vemher  1 792,  to  November  26tb  1 799. 


Year 

Slaves  im- 

Slaves ex* 

A  vAi  • 

ported. 

ported. 

Price. 

Kiagf. 
tmi. 

Monde-  j  KJngf- 
foBay.  1     too. 

Moote- 
(0  Bay. 

Stcrliof. 

i79J 

t,ni 

l,lB9 

■ 

1793 

*o>355 

5*980 

215 

186 

£^S  »6  10 

1794 

I3»«57 

327 

'»33o 

t«4 

46    9   9 

»795 

i'*459 

990 

4»«i4 

76 

4»  17  II 

1796 

7*9^7 

2,199      12' 

5«    6    3 

»797 

io»37+ 

2,941        26 

5«    I    5 

1798 

9»659 

»>4»9 

655        20 

58  II    8 

"799 

10,2  k6 

982 

62' 
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Account  of  Slaves  J  Stocky   Acres  of  Land^ 
Land  and  PolUTaXy  of  i^oi. 

Slaves,        .         •  •  •  .  •         3071094. 

Stock, »'3»«37- 

Acres  of  land,        •         •  .  •         •         2,203,640. 

I^iKl-tax, £sSy^9^  '9  3J« 

Poll  tax, ;f  203,799  19  lo. 


EJiimatc 
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EJiimateoftbeWAYs  and  Means  for  1802. 

Poll-taxy J^i\o,ooo  o  o 

Ditto,  anrancf  180I9       .        •                  i8|Oco  o  o 

Deficiency^  two  quarters  of  1802.  and  7 

r   «                                       I      25,000  o  o 
arrears  of  1801,        •        .        •        j 

Land-tax, 42,000  o  o 

Ditto,  arrean  of  1801,        •          •          •         i»5co  o  o 

Negro  duties, 50,000  .  o  o 

Rum  duties, 8,coo  o  o 

Additional  duties,         •         •         .         •          79500  o  o 

Arrears  of  former  years  taxes.         .         •       20,oco  o  o 

Surplus  of  Revenue,         •                   •          16,000  o  o 

Stamp  duties, 38,000  o  o 

Debts, 1,000  o  o 

Fees  on  private  bills,        .         .        •        •        200  o  o 

^^367,200    o  o 

Balance  of  cafti,      202,005  3  4 

;f  569,205  •    3  4 


Returns  from  the  fever al  Maroon  Toff^NS 

for  1801. 


Moore 
Town. 

Charles 
Town. 

Kcotts 
Hall. 

Accompong 
Town 

Men 

Boys 

Women 

Girls 

Children 

53 

20 

83 
12 

no 

65 
Officers     7 

30 
81 

24 

54 
Invalids    2 

»3 

22 
10 
II 

38 

25 

47 
11 

»5 

278 

1    263 

46 

136 

Grand  tota 

i»  723- 

An 
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An  Abjlra6l  of  the  General  Returns  of  the 
Militia  in  the  Years  1796  and  1797* 

1796.  1797. 


Total  of  calvary,       • 

•     "59 

i2ia 

Surry  infantry^    . 
Middlefex  infantry,     . 
Cornwall  infantry,     • 

.     1864 

•  2557 

•  2116 

»774 

2230 

2189 

Total  of  infantry, 

•      6537 

6193 

Total  of  naililia. 

•      779^ 

7403 

Effedlifcs* 

Effcaifcs. 

Cavalry, 
loliBtry^     . 

.      104 

•     5843 

965 

5323 

6885  6288 

The  years  1796  and  1797  ^^^  thofc  when  the  militia 
were  called  moil  into  a6lion.  In  1792  the  number  was 
greater,  viz.  the  general  return,  8172  ;  cffcAive,  7315.  Of 
the  infantry  in  1797,  there  were  1331  people  of  colour, 
and  469  blacks. 


JD^ 
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A  Detaii  of  the  Barracks,  and  the  Numbers 
eacbjhould  contain,  as  propofed  by  General 
Nugent^  the  prtfent  Governor  of  Jamaica^ 
dtjplayiiig  the  regular  Forces  Jiationed  in 
the  ijlattd. 


Heil-qiilrltrt 

•~  fUpPark^amp,  ■ 


IStoney-Hill,     - 
,   fCharlrt-Town, 


-I 

i\ 
1] 


Port  Royal, 


iBurke's,  Ucm-een  Port  1 

i     Antonio  and  Bath,  J 
Near  Marchioneal,     - 
Port  Antonio,         • 
Port  Maria,        -       - 


(  Trela  wney -To  wn , 


f  Fort  Augufta, 


Port  Royal/ Royal) 
AriOlery),  \ 


Quilliie    Ri«r,    in   ) 
Black  Grounds,    \ 
Falmouth, 
Montego  Bay, 

FortUundaa,     .      . 
Savanna  la-Mar,     - 


Spsnilh-Town, 
•■velve  ApolUc's    ) 
Battery,  J 

Fort  Clarence, 
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LETTER    XVni. 

Culture  of  new  Canes.  —  Soils.  —  Remarks  on  Night* 
Work  during  Crop. — Improvement  in  Sugar^mahing 
by  Higgins.'^New  Hints  on  tie  SuhjeB.'-^NegUQ 
•f  Gardening. "^Thi  Botanic  Garden. — Clove  Tree. 
— Tbt  Bread  Fruit. '■^  Propped  In^rovement  of  the 
Navigation  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  hy  ereBing  Lights 
Hou/es. 

X  HE  (latements  accompanying  my  laft 
packet  will  fhow  you,  at  one  view,  the 
increafe  of  fugar,  coffee,  and  all  the  other 
articles  produced  in  Jamaica,  and  the  ex« 
tenfion  of  its  commerce.  They  likewi/e 
lay  before  you  the  extent  of  the  land  in 
cultivation,  the  augmented  number  of 
flaves,  the  mode  of  raifing  the  revenue  of 
the  ifland,  the  returns  of  the  Maroons 
remaining  in  the  country,  and  a  view  of 
the  forces,  regular  and  militia*  You  are 
not  now  to  expedl  from  me  a  narrative 
of  fucceffive  events,  but  information  and 
obferyations  on  a  variety  of  mifcellaneous 

4  topics 
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topics  lefpe^ting  the  date  of  the  ifland. 
The  firft  naturally  prefenting  itfelf  is  that 
of  agriculture,   and   the   improvement  of 
the  chief  ftaple.     With  the  nature  of  the 
cane  in  general,  and  of  the  manufadure  of 
fugar  you  are  already  acquainted,  I  ihall 
only  touch  upon  what  is  noveL     In  the 
years   1794  and  1795,  feveral  veflels  ar- 
rived from  Antigua  and  St.  Kitt's  in  dif- 
ferent   ports   of  the    ifland,    where  they 
landed  for  fale   a  great  quantity  of  the 
joints  of  a  fpecies   of  cane   of  a  larger 
growth  than  that  which  had  been  hitherto 
cultivated  in  the  ifland,  and  which  a  few 
years  before  was  the  only  kind  cultivated 
throughout  the  Britifli,   French,  Spaniih, 
Danifh,  Dutch,  and  other  fugar  colonies. 
The  other  had  found  its  way  into  Antigua, 
Guadeloupe,  and  Martinico,  where  it  was 
foon  extenfively  cultivated.     It  had  been 
imported  with  feveral  other  fpecies,  larger 
than  the  ordinary  cane,  from  the  iflands 
of  Bourbon   and    Mauritius   in   the   Eaft 
Indies,  whether  they  were  probably  brought 
ftill  farther  from  the  Eaft.     It  is  named 

the 
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the  Bourbon,  or  Otaheite,  cane.  A  fmall 
quantity^  hardly  worth  mentioning,  had 
been  raifed  in  Jamaica.  The  tops  now 
imported  were  bought  up  with  the  greateft 
avidity,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  |>ouilda 
per  hundred,  each  top  containing  froiA 
four  to  fix  eyes,  and  the  beft  being  culled, 
the  remainder  fold  for  five  pounds  per 
hundred.  They  were  cultivated  for  fale, 
and  foon  extenftvely  fuperfeded  the  fmall 
cane,  which  held  its  ground  chiefly  io 
thofe  parts  where,  from  the  nature  of 
the  foil,  a  regular  annual  fucceffion  of 
growth,  called  ratoons,  rendered  a  repeti- 
tion of  planting  unneceifary  ;  thefe  ratoons 
rifing  from  the  firft  planting,  after  the 
clearing  of  the  woods,  on  the  fame  ftock^ 
thirty,  forty,  fifty  years,  and  fometimea 
longer,  as  in  the  parifh  of  Trelawney 
and  a  great  part  of  St.  James's.  The 
new  cane,  however,  gained  a  confiderable 
footing  in  thofe  parifhes.  The  Bourbon 
is  particularly  diflinguifhed  from  the  com* 
mon  cane  by  its  fize  and  height,  it  being 
four  times  as   large,  and    much  higher. 

The 
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The  canes  rifing  from  the  centre  of  the 
ftock,  are  by  their  weight  inclined  from 
a  perpendicular  in  all  diredions  around  the 
root:  its  top,  however,  is  lighter  in  pro- 
portion than  that  of  the  common  cane. 
It   18  attended   with   fome   difadvantages* 
When  ground  in  the  mill,  it  affords  lefs 
fuel,  and  the  tops,  in  comparifon  with  the 
ordinary  cane,  being  infinitely  Imallcr,- do 
not  yield  an  adequate  proportion  of  fodder 
for  the  (lock :  they  are  befides  very  coarfe, 
and,  according  to  the  fize  of  the  cane,  pro- 
duce fpicula  of  a  harder  and  more  inflexible 
kind,   confequently    are   not  fo   digeftible 
or  wholefome  as  the  tops  of  the  common 
cane ;  whence  a  change  of  food  or  pafture, 
as  of  guinea  grafs  or  other  gratTes,  is  more 
frequently  neceflfary  than  in  the  courfe  of 
a  crop  of  the  common  cane,  in  order  to 
correct  the  effeds  of  the  cane-tops.     The 
Bourbon  is  faid,  upon  an  average,  to  yield 
at  lead  one  third  more  fugar  per  acre  than 
the  old  cane,  and  this,  although  the  fugar 

produced  by  the  former  is  known  to  be 
fpecifically  lighter  by  an  eighth  or  tenth, 
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than  that  produced  by  the  latter.  Another 
of  its  valuable  properties  is,  that  the  juice 
of  it  is  estfier  cleaned,  and  a  quicker  repa- 
ration made  of  the  dirt  and  mucilaginous 
(cum  by  a  due  proportion  of  white  lime ; 
Dor  is  the  fugar  in  point  of  grain  or  colour 
at  all  inferior,  but  generally  fuperior  to  the 
other. 

A  variety  of  other  canes  has  been  intro- 
duced into  Jamaica  of  late  years,  fuch  as  the 
ribbon,  the  green  flriped,  the  violet,  the 
tranfparent,  the  Batavian  or  purple,  all  of 
which  have  various  advantages  and  difad- 
vantages,  but  are  none  of  them  very  great 
rivals  of  the  Bourbon.  The  ribbon  cane 
flands  next  in  eftimation.  It  is  called  by 
the  French  rouge  et  d^or^  being  longitudi- 
nally flriped  yellow  and  deep  red.  It  grows 
as  high  as  the  Bourbon,  but  is  flenderer,  and 
of  courfe  refifts  wind  lefs.  The  tops  arc 
better  for  feeding  (lock,  and  there  are  fome 
who  prefer  the  juice  and  the  quality  of  its 
fugar.  The  green  ftriped  cane  is  a  variety 
of  the  ribbon,  and  difibrs  only  in  the  colour 

of 
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of  one  of  the  ftripes*  The  violet  is  not  mucH 
efteemed  ;  the  caocft  being  very  apt  to  fplit 
9S  they  lie  in  the  fields  after  being  ci^t  dowUf 
The  tranfparent  is  but  little  cultivated.  The 
Batavian,  the  body  and  leaves  of  which  are 
deep  purple^  has  nothing  to  recommend  it 
to  the  planter.  It  is  faid  rats  prefer  ^it  to 
every  other ;  if  fo^  it  would  be  well  to  plant 
fome  patches  of  it  among  the  cane-pieces# 
It  IS  here  and  there  raifed,  but  lefs  for  profit 
than  tp  fatisfy  curiofity. 

To  this  variety  of  canes,  no  doubt  pecu« 
liar  foUs  and  different  plijuates  are  refpec- 
tfvely  adapted.  By  difference  of  x:Iiinatei 
is  to  be  underftood  the  effe'ds  experienced 
in  the  elevated  parts  of  the  interior  of  the 
iilandi  and  thofe  of  the  low  country ;  a  dif* 
ference  which  only  they  can  cqinprehend 
who  h^ve  experienced  if,  ;hey.(Who  have 
traverfed  the  wide  and  arid  p^ins  of  Pedro^ 
«Qd   vifited    the    deluged   ^pafifh,  of   Su 

George's  on  the  north^eafti  fi^e  of   the 

* 

illand.     The  Boorbonoanfi  tfirW^  in.flEioft 

feilst  but  ta  ^Idi  wiell  ia  LaiibU. ifofctmdly 
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dry,  it  requires  a  good  deal  of  rain ;  other- 
wife  it  becomes  light  and  pithy,  and  the 
rind  turns  hard.  This  happens  in  dry  up* 
land  fituationSy  and  fuch  as  are  expofed  to 
the  fearbreeze.  It  thrives  beft  in  ftrong  ftiff 
Toils,  with  a  mixture  of  good  mould.  Land 
compofed  of  coarfe  grit  and  clay  intermixed 
with  round  flint  ftones,  is  particularly  fa- 
vourable to  this  cane,  and  none  is  more 
fufceptiUe  of  the  advantages  of  manure 
and  culture.  All  foils  that  have  a  mixture 
of  loofe  detached  flint  (lones  are  good,  the 
fubftratum  is  generally  compofed  of  a  mixt 
grit  and  clay,  its  tenacity  is  fuflicient  to 
retain  a  due  proportion  of  moiflure,  but 
not  too  miich  to  prevent  the  cane-roots 
ipreadiiig  thraifelves  and :  penetrating  for 
fufllicient  nutrition.  Tlie  ftrong  ftifi*  lands 
in  the  parifh  of  St.  Mary's,  are  well  fuited 
to  the  Bdiirbon  cane ;  btit  the  great  increafe 
of  its  produce  there,  is  not  a  little  owing 
to  the  quantity  of  rain  that  falls.  The 
ribbon  cane  thrives  wherever  the  Bourbon 
£loei,-a0d  is  faid  to  be  better  adapted  to 
loofe  light  iandsr  la  the  previous  hiftory 
:>  C .  of 
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of  Jamaica  you  have  an  account  of  the 
ufual  mode:  of  the  tillage  of  a  plantation 
and  of  the  manufa&ure  of  fugar:  I  (hall 
therefore  only  make  fome  obfervations  on 
the^ :  working  of  the  negroes,  and  fuggeft 
an  improvement  in  fugar-boiling,  commu- 
nicated to  me  by  a  feniible  and  experienced 
planter. 

During  crop,  a  great  number  of  the  plan« 
tation  negroes,  by  fpells;  is  kept  at  work 
the  whole  night.  There  is  not  an  abufe 
more  flagrant,  but  which  avarice  cannot 
be  tempted  to  forego.  I  have,  however, 
heard  a  benevolent  planter  declare  it  to  be 
his  opinion,  that  the  pradice  is  rather 
detrimental  to  the  intereft  of  the  proprietor. 
The  languor  with  which  work  is  under- 
taken after  a  fleeplefs  night  is  evident  to 
the  eye,  and  in  its  efied:s :  the  exertions 
of  the  freih  fink  to  the  level  of  thofe  made 
by  the  wearied  and  fleepy  ^hom  they  join, 
and  whofe  labours  through  a  long,  dark 
^Jg^^  give  a  dulnefs  to  thofe  of  the  day. 
The  cattle  too  require  their  due  portion 
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t£  reft.  The  mill  ihould  nertr  woii:  after 
ten  o'clock  at  night,  nor  the  boiling  of 
tVigar  continue  longer  than  twelve :  rather 
let  an  hour  or  two  be  added  to  the  labour  of 

r 

the  day  in  crop-time,  and  let  the  refrelhment 
required  by  nature  be  deemed  facred  from 
iifficroachment.  They  who  have  obferved  the 
tardy  operations  of  the  night,  one  part  of 
the  procefs  lagging  for  the  other  in  alter- 
nMe  defeiy,  wtU  feel  the  force  of  this.  It 
,fc  hot  only  the  Intereft  of  humanity,  but 
tof  the  planter's  putfe.  The  bufinefs  of 
the  crop  T8  feldom  fufpended  during  heavy 
rain«,  wliich  it  fhould  be;  and  were  the 
works  of  the  plantation  always  kept  in 
order  for  making  fugar,  for  which  they 
fliould  be  ready  at  all  times,  there  are 
often  favourable  periods  for  making  fomc 
out  of  the  ufual  crop-time,  which  alone 
Would  compenfate  for  any  lofs  that  might 
be  feared  by  giving  up  the  pradice  of 
employing  night  fpells :  but  at  the  end  of 
crop  the  works  are  ufually  fufiered  to  gd 
out  of  order. 

Great 
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.  Great  eQCOungementft  have  alvraya  beeq 
giren  by  the  inhabitants  of  Japiaic^  fojr 
improving  this  their  grand  ftaple,  ^4 
many  adventurers  have  at  differeiH  time^ 
offered  new  ichemea.  It  is  not  my  in-* 
tendon  to  take  a  retrofped  of  thefe  enter-r 
prifesy  but  I  (hould  be  guiky  of  a  great 
omiflion,  were  I  not  to  fpea|^  of  a  gentle* 
man,  whofe  talents  and  iltuation  in  Ufc 
place  hira  beyond  all  fufpiciott  of  being  4 
peedy  adventurer.  In  the  year  17969  Dr« 
Bryan  HigginSs  a  phyficlaa  of  great  repu- 
tation on  chemical  fubjeds,  was  induced 
to  leave  his  family  and  a  confiderable 
cftabli&ment  in  London  for  a  time,  and 
to  vifit  Jamaica  to  employ  his  knowledge 
in  the  fervice  of  the  ifland,  by  improving 
the  manufadure  of  the  principal  ftaples^ 
fugar  znd  rum.  In  Dr.  Higgin's  memoria) 
to  the  Hou(e  of  Aflfemhly,  he  flates  that  he 
had  difcovered  certain  procefles  by  which 
fugar  might  be  made  whiter,  purer,  and 
intrinfically  more  valuable ;  rum  rendered 
more  grateful  and  falubrious^  and  valuable  ; 
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the  lofs  by  the  drainage  of  melaffes  pre- 
vented; and  the  fuel  ufed  more  efiedually, 
and  more  economically  managed.  His 
ofiers  were  accepted  by  the  Affembly,  and 
committees  were  appointed  for  each  county^ 
to  attend  in  making  his  propofed  improve- 
ments. The  Dodor  remained  feveral  years 
in  the  ifland,  devoting  his  talents  to  the 
^ibrvice  of  it.  His  improvements  con  tided 
in  the  ftrudure  of  the  coppers,  which  was 
calculated  to  prevent  any  waile  of  fuel, 
and  to  accelerate  the  boiling  of  the  fugar, 
and  was  confidered  as  being  very  favour- 
able to  the  improvement  of  the  quality. 
The  conftru&ion  of  the  trafli-houfe  re- 
commended by  him  was  found  to  prepare 
the  traOi  for  ufe  infinitely  fooner  than  had 
ever  been  known  before.  His  procefs  for 
meliorating  the  quality  and  encreafing  the 
quantity  of  rum,  gave  the  greateft  fatif- 
fa^tion :  it  is  eafy,  fimple,  and  economical, 
and  it  prevents  the  noxious  quality  and 
oSenfive  fmell  of  new  rum.  The  diftiller, 
by  fetting   his   vats   or  cifterns    by  the 
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hydrometer,  and  the  fcale  adapted  to 
it,  a^ts  with  certainty  and  preciGon,  fo 
that  no  fweets  are  wafted,  and,  on  an 
average,  about  a  feventh  or  eighth  of  the 
fweets  are  faved;  and  by  the  ufe  of  the 
ley  of  the  ftoke-hole  aflies,  and  other 
means  recommended,  the  fpirit  is  fo  re£ti« 
fied  as  to  attain  the  defired  perfedion. 
Whatever  tends  to  increafe  the  value  of 
fuch  important  means  of  wealth,  cannot  but 
be  liberally  rewarded  by  thofe  who  are  to 
profit  by  them.  On  his  firft  landing,  his 
plans  promifmg  fairly,  the  Houfe  of  AC- 
fembly  voted  him  three  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  per  quarter,  and  afterwards  one 
thoufand  four  hundred  pounds  a-year,  to 
be  paid  quarterly;  and  in  the  year  i8oi, 

« 

when  his  health  obliged  him  to  return 
to  Europe,  they  direded  the  Receiver- 
General  to  remit  to  his  order  in  England, 
one  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  free  of  all 
expences.  After  all,  whatever  may  be 
the  caufe,  I  am  told  that  his  plans  of  im- 
provement were  adopted  by  few  of  the 
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plantefs^  and  condnQcd  bj  fewer  ftilK  This 
may  be  owing  to  the  power  of  habit,  for 
nattk  muft  be  impelled  as  well  as  uught, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  account  any  other 
way  for  a  ncgled  of  improvements  to  de- 
cidedly applauded  and  rewarded. 

% 

It  is  frequently  afked  why  we  have  not 
from  Jamaica  fome  of  the  ftrong,  fparkling 
fugar,  formerly  imported  from  that  ifland : 
to  which  the  bed  anfwer  is,  that  the 
planters  have  improved  themfelves  out  of 
the  pra&ice  of  making  iu  Large  cock* 
coppers  fimmering  over  the  fire,  vdth  a 
cruft  of  dirt,  mucilage,  and  other  filth, 
inflead  of  improving,  have  made  the  fugar 
worfe.  To  remedy  this,  many  in  St. 
Thomas's  in  the  £a(l  have  begun  to  (kirn 
their  cock-coppers,  and  have  found  fome 
fmall  benefit  by  it :  but  the  evil  was  only 
half  done  away ;  they  fimmered  on.  Some, 
by  Arid  attention  to  a  due  maturity  of  the 
cane  and  other  circumilances,  have  im- 
proved the  look  of  their  fugars,  which 

they 
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they  attribute  to  the   cock-coppers,   but 
itigars  that  put  on  a  fpecious  appearance 
in    their  curing-houfes,    will   not   always 
cany  the  fame  acrofs'the  fe4s  into  the 
market.     There  ia  one  criterion  of  fugar, 
hardly  known  by  any  planter,  which  is 
this:  let  feveral  hogiheads,  as  they  ftand 
in  the  curing-houfe,   after   having  been 
made  a  month,  be  dug  out,  and  it  will  be 
found  that  the  fugar  fmells  fpirituous,  four, 
and  ofFenfive  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree: 
that  which  has  the  lead  of  thefe  unfavour- 
able qualities  will  prove  the  beft  after  a 
voyage.     This  fmell   is  to  be  amended, 
eonfequently  the  fugar  made  better,  and 
lefs  liable  to  wafte  on  the  paflage  to  Europe* 
It  is  not  to  be  done,  however,  by  large 
wide  cock-coppers,  or  the  mifapplication 
of  the  principles  of  evaporation  in  the  ufe 
of  wide  veflels ;   for  fugar  is  not  to  be 
obtained  like  fait ;  but  the  way  to  efFeft 
it  Is  as  follows :  the  liquor  in  the  earlieft 
ftage  of  the  procefs  poffibky  is  to  be  made 
as  tranfparent  as  pure  Madeira  wine,  not 

fuch 
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Aich  as  in  a  glafs  will  look  like  new-made 
unfettled  beer.     A  certain  degree  of  heat^ 
and  the  application  of  foine  white  lime, 
will  be  neceflfary,  and  likewife  fkimming ; 
then  a  perfeA  quiefcent  (late  of  the  liquor 
(hould  fucceed ;  for  it  would  be  ufelefs  to 
try  the  procefs  in  a  previous  ftate^  or  with 
the  raw  juice  while  the  impurities  are  fo 
difiufed    throughout,   and   fo   thoroughly 
blended.    A  feparation  mud  firfl  take  place 
of  the  un&uous  and  feculent  parts  from 
the  pure  liquor,  which  cannot  be  without 
the  previous  aid  of  fire :  this  mufl  be  com* 
pleted  by  the  addition  of  a  proper  lixivium. 
After  this  firfl  procefs  of  depuration,  the 
liquor^  when  taken  up  in  a  glafs  tumbler, 
and  fuffered  to  cemain  quiet  for  a  fhort 
time,  will  appear  tranfparent  in  parts,  in* 
terfperfed  with   unequal   lines   of  cloudy 
fubflances  fufpended  in  various  gatherings, 
but  tending  to  fubfide.     This  fhows  that 
the  gum,  mucilage,  and  other  feculencies, 
before  blended  with   the  liquor,  are  diP' 
engaged.     Coming  in  contad)  by  the  mu- 
tual attraiSlion  of  analogous  fubftances,  they 

wiU 
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Will  foHik^a  more  compa£t  and  intimate 
adhefion  cr^arts  with  one  another,  and 
<^lle  finer  particles  of  dirt  caught  and  fuf- 
pended  by  thefe  infpiflated  clouds,  will 
leave  the  remaining  part  of  the  liquor 
perfedtly  pellucid ;  when,  to  complete  the 
depuration,  the  procefs  of  abdudion,  or 
removal  of  the  pure  liquor,  takes  place, 
and  the  juice  fo.  purified  is  carried  rapidly 
over  an  intenfe  fire  through  the  taitches, 
and  becomes  a  good,  bright,  and  ftrong 
fugar,  fuperior  to  any  yet  produced.  This 
theorem  does  not  arife  from  a  ftudy  of 
the  principles  of  chemiftry.  Surprifing  as 
it  may  appear,  it  is  a  fa£t  that  no  chemift 
has  ever  yet  fuggefted  a  ufeful  hint  in  the. 
firft  ftages  of  the  procefs  of  fugar-making. 
In  the  above  difcovery,  incidental  obferva- 
vations  led  to  experiments,  and  thefe  to 
incontrovertible  proofs.  An  intelligent  and 
obfervant  planter,  who  attends  to  his  boil- 
ing-houfe,  is  the  moft  likely  perfon  to 
make  ufefuL  difcoveries  in  the  procefs  of 
.  this  manufadure ;  his  experiments  on  a 
narrow  fcale  furnifhing  hints  that  may  be 
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improved  on  a  large  one*  It  is  to  be 
pbferved,  howevery  that  to  attempt  to 
purify  caae*juiee  to  the  cleamefs  of  cryfta), 
or  fpring  water,  would  be  to  travel  out 
of  the  regions  of  nature  and  reafon.  All 
cane-juice  contains  facclvarine  falts  for  cryf- 
talization,  and  a  reiiduum  convertible  into 
mdafles  by  the  fame  procefs  of  evaporation. 
The  melaiTes  will  be  paler  or  darker  in 
proportion  to  flie  quality  of  the  cane-juice, 
and  perhaps  may  owe  fomething  more  of 
its  dark  colour  to  the  neceflary  operation 
of  fire ;  the  difcoli^ration  of  the  grain  of 
the  fugar  will  be  in  proportion  to  that 
of  the  melafles,  which  fimply  aSeds  the 
furface  of  the  grain  or  cryftal,  the  latter 
being  pure  white. 

Little  attention  has  been  paid  in  Jamaica 
to  culture  unconneded  with  that  of  the 
great  ftaples  of  the  country.  A  tafte  for 
gardening  is  unknown,  or  perceived  in  fo- 
litary  inftances.  Culinary  vegetables  and 
native  fruits  are  obtained  with  little  trouble, 
but  the  improvement  of  grounds  for  the 

purpofe 
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purpofe  of  delighting  the  eye,  and  expand*- 
ing  the  emotions  of  the  mind  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  cuhivated  beauty,  forms  no  part 
of  the    relifli    of  the  planter,   who   but 
too  generally  looks  to  his  country  only 
for  the  means  of  fecuring  him  delights  in 
other  regions.     A  botanical  garden,  how- 
ever,   has   been    eftablifhed   many  years, 
which  is  reckoned  an  honour  to  the  ifland. 
Dr.  Broughton,  a  phyfician  and  botanift  of 
great  reputation  refiding  in  Jamaica,  fpeak-^ 
iiag  of  this  garden  in  the  year  1 796,  fays : 
**  When  the  country  firft  purchafed  the 
garden  in  Liguanea,  it  contained  a  great 
number  of  ufeful  trees   and  ihrubs,  col- 
le&ed  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  alfo  a 
great  variety  of  ornamental  plants,  which 
werie  fo  blended,  as   not  only  to  gratify 
the  botanift^.but  the  lover  of  horticulture 
in  general.     Since  that  period,  the  garden 
feems  to  have  been  confidered  rather  as 
ia  fiturfery  of  exotic  trees  and  fhrubs ;  and 
ih  confequence  of  the  introdudion  of  a 
great  variety  of  thefe  from  the  South  Seas 
9nd  other  parts  of  the  world,  the  time  and 
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ckre  of  the  fuperintendant  has  been  em- 
ployed for  propagating  them  for  public 
diftributioD,  and  the  ornamental  part  of 
the  garden  has  not  been  ^  panicularly  at- 
tended to.  Since  the  year  1794^  fome 
thoufands  of  plants  have  been  diflributed 
in  different  parts  of  the  ifland;  fuch  as 
bread-fruits,  jaacks,  cinnamon,  camphor, 
iafiafraz,  fago,  black  pepper,  long  jpepper, 
Guinea  pepper,  mangoes,  Otaheite  apples, 
gum  arable,  mangofteens,  olives,  tea,  &c., 
befides  a  number  of  lefs  ufeful  plants.'* 
In  every  point  of  view  this  garden  muft 
be  confidered  as  an  important  eftablilh- 
ment,  but  the  greateft  benefit  it  promiies, 
is  the  cultivation  of  the  valuable  produc* 
tions  of  the  Eaft.  The  cinnamon,  mango, 
and  fome  other  oriental  trees,  have  long 
iince  been  imported.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
lafl  ten  years,  the  clove  tree,  by  the  atten- 
tion and  perfcverance  of  Mr.  Buee  *,  has 
been  fuccefsfully  introduced  into  the  ifland 
of  Dominica.     In  the  year  1795  he  firft 

*  Wflliam  Urban  Buec^  Efq.  of  the  ifland  of  Dommica. 

gathered 


(     351     ) 

gathered  the  fruit.  There  were  only  two 
trees  that  bore,  which  produced  him  four 
pounds  and  a  half  of  cured  cloves,  befides 
two  pbunds,  at  lead,  left  on  the  trees,  to 
obtain  mother  of  cloves*,  for  the  propa- 
gation of  the  fpice.  Half  a  pound  was 
gathered  from  the  ground  of  what  had 
fallen  before  it  was  fully  ripe,  fo  that  the 
two  trees  produced  more  than  fevcn  pounds 
of  cloves  the  firft  year  of  their  bearing. 
According  to  the  Abbe  Raynal's  account, 
the  annual  produdion  of  a  clove -tree  in 
the  Molucca  iflands  is  about  three  pounds* 
There,  however,  they  are  topped  at  from 
eight  to  nine  feet  for  the  conveniency  of 
gathering:  in  Cayenne,  where  they  are 
not  topped,  they  grow  larger  than  orange- 
trees,  and  are  faid  to  produce  from  forty 
to  fifty  pounds  each  tree.  Mr.  Buee  (ent 
famples  of  his  cloves  to  Sir  Jofeph  Banks, 
who  applying  for  information  on  the  fub- 
je£t  to  an  eminent  dealer  in  the  article, 
was  anfwered  that  he  thought  him  griev- 

*  The  berries  of  the  clove-tree  ripe  and  fit  for  vegeta- 

flOQ. 
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ouQy  deceived,  in  fuppofing  the  cloves  to 
be  the  (produce  of  the  Weil  Indies,  he 
being  abfolutely  certain  that  they  came 
from  the  Eaft.  The  famples  were  after^ 
wards  fubmitted  to  tlxe  CKamination  of 
ibme  of  the  principal  dealers  in  fpice,  who 
were  all  of  opinion  that  they  would  anfwer 
every  culinary  purpofe  as  well  as  thpfe  of 
the  Spice  iilands  in  the  Eafl:  ladies  *•    Laft 

year  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence 
were  in(lru£ted  to  write  to  the  agent  of 
the  iiland,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining 
plants  of  the  nutmeg,  true  cinnamon,  clove, 
and  other  valuable  produftions  of  the  Eaft* 
All  plants  raifed  in  the  botanic  garden  for 
the  general  benefit  of  the  ifland  are  dif- 
tributed  abundantly,  and  when  any  of  the 
planters  defire  to  have  any  particular  kind, 
they  have  but  to  give  a  month's  notice. 
To  cover  all  the'expences  of  this  eftablifh- 
ment,  a  certain  quantity  of  adjoining  land 

*  Further  information  on  the  fubje6i  of  the  cloTe-trec 
IS  given  in  Mr.  Bute's  narrative  of  his  fuccefsfiil  manner  of 
cultivating  it,  which  is  inferted  in  the  Votes  of  the  Houfe 
^f  Aflembljr  of  Jamaica,  1797,  p.  363. 
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has,  by  the  direflion  of  the  Aflembly, 
been  converted  into  a  coffee  plantation, 
the  returns  of  which  are  adequate  to  that 
purpofe. 

I  cannot  quit  the  fubjefl:  of  culture 
without  replying  to  your  inquiry  con* 
cerning  the  bread-fruit,  with  the  nature 
of  which  the  public  have  been  made 
thoroughly  acquainted  by  Captain  Bligh  *, 
who  in  the  year  1791  arrived  at  Jamaica 
from  the  Pacific  Ocean  in  his  Majefty's 
fiiip  the  Providence,  and  with  many  other 
plants,  landed  about  fix  hundred  of  the 
bread-fruit.  The  foil  and  climate  proving 
congenial,  they  could  not  fail  to  thrive. 
A  diftribution  of  them  was  made,  and  being 
eagerly  cultivated  at  firft,  promifed  to  be 
of  general  benefit  to  the  ifland.  But  ardour 
fubfided  as  novelty  wore  off,  and  there  is 
hardly  an  inftance  where  the  propagation 
of  thefe  plants  has  been  extended  with 
any  provident  view,  or  future  dependence 

♦  Sec  Bligh'8  Voyage  to  the  South  Sea.     The  Affcm- 
h\j  voted  him  a  thoufand  guineas. 
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upon  them,  ia  unexpected  fcarcity*  The 
negroes  preferring  their  old  food,  mod  of 
the  planters  have  been  contented  with  a 
few  to  fatisfy  curiofity.  There  is,  how- 
ever, one  gentleman  *,  who  has  cultivated 
them  with  care,  and  judicioufly  diftributed 
fome  thoufands  of  the  plants  into  groves 
and  plantations,  from  which,  fhould  a 
general  fcarcity  of  the  ufual  proviftons  take 
place,  he  mud  derive  great  advantage;  for 
want  would  foon  reconcile  the  appetite  to 
a  food  which  is  nutritious  and  fufiiciently 
palatable :  and  (hould  fcarcity  never  return, 
they  cannot  but  be  confidered  as  ornaments 
to  Iiis  cdatc.  This  gentleman  is  alfo  an 
exception  to  the  remark  refped:ing  the 
general  indifference  of  the  planters  to  the 
beauty  of  grounds  laid  out  with  tafte. 
Thofe  around  his  elegant  manfion  he  has 
difpofed  in  beautiful  lawns,  groves,  and 
fhrubberics,  which  give  his  refidencc  the 
appearance  of  one  of  thofe  charming  feats 
that  beautify  the  country,  and  exalt  the 
tafte  of  England. 

*  M)-*  Campbell  of  Saltfpriug,  in  the  parifh  of  Hanover. 
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The  ftatement  of  the  tonnage  employed 
in  the  Jamaica  trade,  which  accompanied  my 
laft,  will  fhow  the  extent  of  its  navigation, 
but  the  fubjedt  naturally  brings  to  mind  the 
propofal  that  was  made  to  the  Government 
of  Jamaica  in  the  year  1 796,  by  the  Confu- 
lat  at  the  Havanna,  in  a  letter  written  by  the 
Marquis  del  Real  Socorro  to  Mr.  Quarrell, 
for  eredling  light-houfes,  in  order  to  render 
the  navigation  of  the  coaft  of  Cuba  and  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  fafer*.  The  Spanifli  Council 
were  engaged  on  the  fubjedt  of  fixing  one 
at  the  Havanna,  for  the  particular  naviga- 
tion of  that  port,  but  the  expence  of  placing 
others  on  the  points  of  the  gulf  and  various 
channels  about  Cuba  being  beyond  the 
a£tual  refources  of  the  Council,  and  the 
objects  propofed  being  no  lefs  important 
to  Jamaica  than  to  Cuba,  the  Spanifh 
Government  declared  their  willingnefs  to 
contribute  to  accomplilh  an  undertaking 
of  fo  much  utility  to  both  nations;  and 
they  exprefled  a  defire  of  knowing  the 
opinion  of  the  mod  experienced  and  in- 

r 

•  See  p.  76.  of  this  Volume,  and' AppeD(l><>  No.  2. 
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telligent  Englifli  mariners  refpeding  the 
points  where  the  Ught-houfes  fliould  be 
ereded,  the  manner  of  conftru£king  them, 
and  the  expence.  A  report  on  the  fubjeft 
was  made  to  the  Council  of  the  Havanna 
by  Captain  Farquhar,  which  was  given  by 
Mr.  Quarrell  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
of  Jamaica,  who  laid  it,  together  with  the 
letter  containing  the  propofal,  before  the 
Houfe  of  Affembly.  You  will  find  it 
annexed  to  the  Marquis*s  letter*.  The 
fubjedt  was  referred  to  a  committee,  the 
chairman  of  which,  Mr.  Quarrell,  reported ; 
that  they  had  taken  the  opinions  of  many 
of  the  moft  refpedable  mafters  of  veflels 
belonging  to  the  Jamaica  trade,  from  which 
it  appeared  that  it  would  be  of  infmite 
fervice  to  the  trade  and  navigation  of  Great 
Britain,  if  a  light-houfe  were  ereded  on 
the  eaft  end  of  the  Grand  Camanas,  where 
his  Majefty's  frigate  the  Convert  went  on 
fhore,  with  feven  or  eight  valuable  mer- 
chantmen ;  and  that  they  had  no  doubt 
that  the  Spanifh  Council  of  the  Havanna 

♦  Appendix^  No.  2. 
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would  readily  on  their  part,  recommend 
light-houfes  to  be  built  on  Cape  Antonio 
and  Point  Jacko :  that  the  committee 
thought  that  the  mode  of  defraying  the 
expences  and  the  management  of  the  light- 
houfes  could  only  be  fettled  in  Europe, 
and  they  retrommended  that  the  agent  of 
the  ifland  fhould  be  inftru£ted  to  lay  before 
his  Majefty's  minifters  the  great  importance 
of  three  fuch  light-houfes.  The  fubje£t  is 
at  prefent  under  their  confideration,  and 
the  utility  of  the  objed  is  too  obvious  to 
leave  a  doubt  of  mcafures  being  purfued 
(0  eftabli(h  it. 
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LETTER   XIX. 

An  Account  of  feveral  Modes  of  Agincj.'^Dknger  of  the 
middling  andfmaU  Planters.^-^Moiions  in  ihi  Houfe  <f 
Affhnblyfor  taxing  Attomits.'^^ObjtSions  anfwered.^ 
Anecdote  Uluftrative  of  the  Power  of  Receivers.'^ An 
honejt  Attorney. 

1  HAVE  now  to  enter  upon  a  painful  part 
of  my  talk,  a  part  in  which  I  am  under  the 
neceflity  of  dating  fuch  circumftances  as 
cannot  but  reflect  difgrace  on  thofe  who 
give  rife  to  them,  and  from  which  the 
weaknefs,  I  will  not  ufe  a  hariher  term,  of 
the  Legiflature,  is  but  too  apparent.  Thefe 
circumflances  arife  from  the  various  modes 
of  agency,  fuch  as  that  of  the  attorney  of 
eftates,  mortgagee  in  poffeflion,  receiver  in 
chancery,  &c.  The  firft  of  thefe  charaders 
requires  a  definition.  By  the  word  attorney, 
in  this  fenfe,  is  meant  agent ;  and  the  duties 
annexed  to  his  office  are  fo  fimilar  to  thofe 
of  a  ftcward  in  England,  that  were  it  not 

for 
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for  the  diflimilarity  of  executing  them,  and 
the  dignity  attendant  upon  the  former,  I 
fhould  pronounce  them  one  and  the  fame. 
But  a8  this  colonial  fiewardfliip  is  the  furefl: 
road  to  imperial  fortune,  men  of  property 

« 

and  diftinguifhed  fituation  pu(h  eagerly  for 
it.  Attornies  are  of  two  forts  ;  fix  per  cent 
attornies,  and  falaried  attornies :  the  pro- 
fits of  the  former  arife  from  commiflions  of 
fix  per  cent,  on  all  the  produce  of  an  eftate, 
and  various  interior  refources;  the  latter 
are  paid  a  certain  ftipend  by  fome  unin- 
cumbered proprietors,  who  have  lately  dif- 
cevered  that  a  (leward  in  Jamaica  may  be 
hired  like  a  fteward  in  England,  by  which 
feveral  thoufand  pounds  a  year  are  faved, 
and  inftead  of  enriching  their  agents,  are 
poured  into  their  own  coffers.  The  office 
of  both  is  to  attend  to  the  eftates  of  their 
employers,  and  to  all  their  interefts  in  the 
ifland,  deputed  to  them  that  the  proprietors 
themfelves  may  live  at  home,  that  is  to  fay, 
in  Europe. 
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Of  all  the  evils  in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica, 
which  call  for  a  remedy,  and  by  means  of 

which  the  moft  unjuftifiable  pra£tice6  are 
continued,  the  iirft  and  moft  crying  is  that 
of  the  bufincfs  of  a  certain  dcfcription  of 
attornies  of  orphans,  mortgagees  in  poflfef* 
fion,  truftees,  executors,  guardians,  and 
receivers  under  the  court  of  chancery ;  and 

thefe  evils  arife  in  a  great  meafure  from  the 
unjuft  and  impolitic  law  which  allows  fix 

per  cent.  commiHion  on  the  grofs  produce 
of  the  eftates  under  their  charge  and  direc- 
tion. The  iniquitous  pradices,  fkreened* 
if  not  authorifed,  by  that  law,  have  long 
been  too  glaring  to  be  unnoticed ;  and  at- 
tempts have  been  made  to  reduce  the  com- 
miflion,  and  to  fix  it  on  fome  more  equita- 
ble principle  ;  but  unfortunately  there  have 
always  been  in  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  too 
many  of  its  members  interefted  in  the  bene- 
fits refulting  from  the  prefent  law  to  admit 
the  adoption  of  the  meafure-  That  the 
intereft  of  attoniies  is  not  always  the  in-, 
tercft  of  thofe  whofe  eftates  they  hold,  is  an 

undeniable 
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undeniable  faft,  of  which  I  think  you  will 
be  convinced  by  the  time  you  arrive  at  the 
conclufion  of  this  letter.    In  many  inftances 
too,  this  fuperior  collateral  intereft  militates 
againft  the  happinefs  and  amelioration  of 
the  (late  and  condition  of  the  flaves,  which 
is  now  profefled  by  the  colonifts  to  be  an 
objcft  of  their  moft  ferious  attention  ;  and 
it  proves  not  unfrequently  the  total  ruin  of 
the  unfortunate  planter,   whofe    involved* 
fituation  compels   him   to  fubmit    to  the 
condition  of  configning  his  eftate  to  the 
management  of  an  attorney  appointed  by 
his  creditor,  who  is  generally  his  merchant, 
and  who  throws  the  full  legal  advantages  of 
his  debtor's  eflate  into  the  hands  of  his  own 
agent  in  the  ifland,  to  compenfate  for  tHe 
economical  bargain  he  makes  for  the  ma- 
nagement of  his  own  concerns  ;  a  pradlice 
common   alfo  to  truftees,  guardians,  &c. 
The  law  allowing  fuch  enormous  commif- 
fions  for  fervices  fo  inadequate,  is  alfo  very 
defedlive   in  an  important  point ;    for   it 
cftablifties  no  data  for  fixing  the  charge  of 
this  commiffion,  which  is  never  made  ac- 
cording 
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cording  to  the  fales  of  fugar,  for  that  is  not 
foon,  if  ever  known  to  the  attorney.  Hence, 
in  the  different  accounts,  the  charges  are 
eftimated  on  fugar  at  feveral  prices,  from 
twenty  {hillings  per  cwt*  to  forty-five,  and 
even  fifty  (hillings ;  and  in  the  fame  books 
of  one  and  the  fame  attorney,  thefe  charges 
are  found  to  differ  according  to  his  con- 
nexion with  his  employer,  generally  en- 
creating  in  proportion  to  the  diftrefs  of  the 
property  and  of  the  proprietor.  To  form 
ibme  notion  of  the  advantages  attending 
thefe  appointments,  and  of  their  injurious 

tendency  to  involved  proprietors,  and  even 
to  their  creditors,  let  us  fee  what  a  receiver 
under  the  court  of  chancery  can  do.  In 
the  firfl  place,  it'  has  not  always  been  the 
pradice  to  feled  him  from  among  the  in- 
habitants in  the  vicinity  of  the  unfortunate 
eflates,  or  from  among  the  friends  of  the 
proprietor ;  he  is  frequently  a  refidcnt  in 
one  of  the  towns,  with  perhaps  as  little 
knowledge  of  the  management  of  an  eftate, 
as  is  poffeffed  by  the  fweeper  of  the  chancery 
office,  and  indeed  it  would  not  be  inappli- 
cable 
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cable  to  diftinguifli  fuch  receivers  by  the 
appellation  of  chancery  fweepcrs,  Thefc 
gentlemen  feldom  if  ever  fee  the  eftates 
which  they  are  to  dired,  and  have  no  other 
dirediona  to  .give,  than  in  a  lumping  way, 
to  make  as  much  fugar  as  pofllble,  and  to 

fliip  it,  moft  likely  to  their  own  correfpon- 
dents.  Whatever  the  eftates  clear  is  fo 
much  in  their  hands,  and  of  courfe  the 
more  money  the  better  for  them  j  money 
takes  root  in  every  foil,  and  propagates  it- 
felf  a  thoufand  ways ;  not  a  dollar  of  it 
therefore  finds  its  way  into  the  chancery- 
cheft,  for  the  receiver  having  given  fccurity, 
the  treafure  is,  by  a  common  fidtion  in  ufe, 
held  to  be  fully  as  fafe  in  his  hands.  While 
the  different  creditors  of  the  eftate  are  fight- 
ing the  battle  of  priority,  the  receiver  con- 
tinues to  diredt  the  management  of  it,  to 
ihip  the  crop,  and  to  take  care  of  the  money. 
At  length  a  prior  debt  is  eftablifhed,  and 
the  creditor  having  gained  the  point,  re- 
mains for  a  time  fatisfied ;  but  finding, 
though  his  principal  accumulates,  that  he 
receives  nothing,  he  becomes  clamorous  for 

afale. 
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a  fale.  This  may  take  place  in  five  or  fix 
years  time,  when  all  pretexts  for  delay  are 
worn  out,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  receiver 
takes  care  to  have  money,  adequate  to  the 
fimple  fums  received,  turned:  over  by  his 
confignee  or  merchant  to  another  hand,  his 
banker's,  to  be  ready  to  anfwer  bills  to  be 
drawn  on  bis  own  account^  for  which  he 
muft  have  a  premium  of  from  twelve  to 
fcventeen  and  a  half  per  cent.  The  eftate 
at  lad  is  advertifed  for  fale  by  a  mailer  in 
chancery,  in  confequence  of  an  order  from 
the  chancellor.  The  fale,  however,  is  fpun 
out  a  year  or  two  longer,  till  the  creditor  or 
his  attorney  begins  to  remonftrate  with  the 
mailer  :  ilipulations  for  an  amicable  fettle- 
ment  enfue,  that  is,  for  an  admiffion  of  the 
receiver's  accounts  fuch  as  they  may  be,  and 
for  time  allowed  him  for  payment  of  the 
mefne  proiits  or  balance  in  his  hands ;  which 
agreed  to,  the  fale  is  pofitively  to  take  place 
nvben  the  next  crop  is  over.  The  lale  then 
is  adlually  concluded,  the  accumulation  of 
thefe  annual  funds  go  unperceivcd  to  the 
farther  propagation  of  wealth  for  the  re- 
ceiver ; 
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ceiver ;  and  the  purchafer,  who  is  no  other 
than  the  prior  creditor,  is  put  in  poffeffion 
of  an  eftate  in  ruin,  with  a  gang  of  negroes 
difpirited  and  miferable,  who  had  been  long 
fenfible  of  their  (ituation,  conceiving  them- 
felves  belonging  to  nobody,  and  almoft  de- 
fpairing  of  ever  falling  into  the  hands  of  a 
kind  mafter,  interefted  in  their  welfare  and 
happinefs.  Let  us  now  turn  to  the  attorney 
of  a  mortgagee  in  pofleflion,  and  fee  what 
better  he  offers.     The  debt  of  the  involved 

eftate  is  due  to  a  man  of  large  property,  or 
to  a  merchant ;  if  to  the  former,  he  has  a 
merchant  to  whom  the  confignment  is  of 
confiderable  value.  It  is  immaterial  what 
the  debt  is,  an  eftate  in  pofleflion  of  a  mbrt-- 
gagee^s  generally  made  to  pay  fiili  com- 
miflions  to  the  attorney  employed  for  it. 
In  juftice  to  all  parties  the  moft  is  to  be 
made  of  the  property,  and  it  is  foon  found 
that  the  negroes  upon  it  are  not  equal  to 
the  returns  it  is  capable  of  making,  confe- 
quently  hired  negroes  are  added  to  the  ' 
plantation-gangs,  to  plant,  weed,  and  take 
off  the  crop :  the  works  are  extendei],  to 

be 
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be  adequate  to  the  propofed  encreafe  j  more 
fiock,  more  carts  are  bought,  more  white 
people  employed.  To  keep  pace  with  thefe 
grand  deHgns,  the  poor  plantation-negroes 

are  of  courfe  overworked.  What  is  the 
lefult  ?  A  great  deal  of  fugar  and  rum  is 
made,  to  the  credit  as  well  as  profit  of  the 
attorney,  and  by  which  the  merchant  is 
benefited,  as  the  confignments  are  aug- 
mented :  but  fix  per  cent,  intereft  on  the 
principal,  fix  per  cent,  on  that  intereft  by 
compound  arithmetic  become  principal,  fix 
per  cent.  commifTions,  with  the  contingent 
charges  for  labour,  improvements,  ftores, 
&c.  abforb  the  whole  produce,  and  the 
planter  daily  finks  under  an  accumulating 
debt,  till  he  is  completely  ruined.  The 
greater  the  dillrefs,  the  more  the  attorney 
fattens :  in  a  war,  for  inftance,  a  confider- 
able  additional  benefit  occurs ;  he  becomes 
lumber-merchant,  and  having  the  rum  of 
the  cftate  at  his  command,  and  perhaps  a 
little  fugar,  though  in  the  latter  article  he  is 
ufually  rcftrided,  as  the  difpofal  of  it  in  the 
]flan(d  would  interfere  with  the  loading  of 

(hips 
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fliips  and  confignments,  he  purchafes  whole- 
fale  cargoes^  and  retails  them  out  to  the 
cftate  at  a  large  profit.  Staves  bought  by, 
the  attorney  at  eighteen  pounds  per  thou- 
fand,  have  been  known  to  be  fold  to  the 
eftate  for  forty-five  pounds  per  thoufandj 
and  the  cart  belonging  to  the  property  has 
carried  the  rum  to  pay  for  them.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  rum  made  upon  an  eftate 
will  feldom  pay  its  contingent  expences,  and 
that  frequently  bills  are  drawn  on  Great  Bri- 
tain to  the  amount  of  one  thoufand  pounds^ 
and  fometimes  two  thoufand  pounds,  for 
the  excefs  of  the  contingencies  over  and 
above  the  amount  of  the  falc  of  the  rum : 
here  the  attorney  finds  another  avenue  of 
amafling  for  himfelf.  Settling  the  excefs 
from  his  own  means,  he  appropriates  the 
bills  which  it  enabled  him  to  draw,  to  the 
purchafe  of  the  remainder  of  a  cargo  of 
negroes,  after  the  beft  have  been  culled  at 
the   rate   of  from    ninety   to   ninety-five 

pounds  per  head  ;  ihefc  inferior  negroes  he 
difpofes  of  to  his  dependent  overfeers^  job- 
bers, doctors,  tradefmen^  diflillers,  and  book- 

2  keepers, 
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keepers,  at  forty  or  fifty  pounds  a-head 
profit ;  nor  is  it  without  example,  that  the 
Yery  eftates  on  the  credit  of  which  fome  of 
the  bills  are  drawn,  have  been  fupplied  with 
negroes  in  the  fame  manner,  and  at  the 
fame  rate.  This  manoeuvre  indeed  is  ven- 
tured only  on  eftates  of  minors,  whofe 
truftees  are  merchants  in  Great  Britain, 
ignorant  of  fuch  praSices;  or  may  be, 
v/hen  they  have  committed  the  eftates  to 
the  attorney,  liable  to  the  full  advantages  to 
be  made  of  them,  to  compenfate  for  the 
moderate  allowance  they  give  for  the  ma- 
nagement of  their  own  concerns.  An  ifland- 
merchant,  or  according  to  the  Weft  Indian 
appellation,  ftorekeeper,  in  great  bufinefs, 
told  a  friend  of  mine,  that  he  had  fold  a 
cargo  of  mules  at  eighteen  pounds  per  head 
to  an  attorney,  which  were  difperfed  in 
feparate  fpells  of  eight  each  to  feveral  eftates, 
but  that  at  the  fpecial  inftance  of  the  pur- 
chafer,  he  had  made  out  the  bills  of  parcels 
at  thirty  pounds  per  head.  This  does  not 
fpeak  much  in  favour  of  the  virtue  of  the 
ftorekeeper,  but  it  muft  be  obferved  that  he 

3  would 
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would  have  loft  his  cuftoiner  had  he  de- 
murred, and  would  probably  have  been 
confidered  as  righteous  over-much.  There 
is  a  variety  of  fmaller  advantages  enjoyed 
by  the  attorney,  fuch  as  forming  connexions 
with  butchers  who  may  purchafe  the  fatted 
cattle,  with  jobbers  of  negroes  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  intermingling  negroes  at  a  propor- 
tionable profit,  fattening  horfes,  and  a  long 
et  cetera.  To  the  attorney  the  commanders 
of  the  (hips  in  the  trade  look  up  with  due 
refped,  and  as  they  are  proper  perfons  to 
fpeak  of  him  to  the  merchant,  their  good 
will  is  not  negleded.  To  the  involved 
planter  their  language  often  is,  "  Sir,  I  muft 
have  your  fugars  down  at  the  wharf  direft- 
ly :"  that  is,  your  fugars  are  to  make  the 
lowed  tier,  to  ftand  the  chance  of  being: 
wafhed  out  fhould  the  fhip  leak  or  make 
much  water  in  a  bad  paflage.  When  they 
addrefs  an  attorney,  they  do  not  afk  for 
fugars,  but  his  favours,  as  to  quantity  and 

time;  and  his  hogtheads  form  the  upper 

tier.     The  falaried  attorney  alfo  receives 

great  refpefl:  from  the  matters  of  fhips,  but 
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the  high  airs  and  rapid  flights  to  fortune  of 
the  fix  per  centers  are  out  of  his  walk.  He  is 
often  a  plain  plodding  man,  who  having 
ferved  planters  in  the  capacity  of  an  over- 
feer,  is  promoted  with  an  increafe  of  falary 
to  the  office  of  attorney,  which  he  holds 
■^ery  well  and  very  properly  with  the  other, 
anfwering  aU  the  purpofes  of  a  greater  man. 
He  fhips  good  crops,  and  keeps  contin- 
gencies low,   till  praifed  by  the  proprietor, 

* 

and  recommended  to  his  friends,  he  begins 
to  be  vain  and  grows  great.  He  then  proves 
fallible  ;  the  concentrated  induftry  confined 
with  advantage  to  one  eft  ate,  is  evaporated 
by  the  glow  of  fuccefs  and  extenfion  of 
care ;  he  is  difmifled  by  one,  employed  by 
others,  and  at  length  either  falls  back  to  his 
level,  or  goes  ftark  mad  with  pride.  It  has 
been  often  laid  in  Jamaica,  that  the  great 
planters  will  fwallow  up  the  fmall  ones  ; 
and  that  middling  planters  will  dwindle 
and  go  in  their  turn.  There  is  nothing 
abfurd  in  the  idea,  which  by  the  help  of 
great  attornies  may  be  realized,  nor  are  the 
opulent  themfelves  fafe  from  the  pervading 
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ihfluence   of  this  incalculable   evil.     But 
Inhere  is  the  remedy  ?    none ;  but  in  an 
alteration  of  the  law,  a  ftrifl:  eye  kept  by 
proprietofs  over  their  attornies,  a(nd  a  refo- 
lution  bf  the  Britifti  merchants  to  preferve 
the  fmall  and  iHiddling  planters,  the  feduc. 
tion  of  whom  diminifhesthe  fecurity  of  the 
country.     The  alteration  of  the  law  (hould 
take  place  in  two  points ;    the  commiffions 
of  attornies,  &c.  ihould  be  reduced,  and 
they  (hould  themfelves  be  difqualified  from 
being  members  of  the  Legiflature.    If  men, 
whofe  individual   intcrefts  not  only  often 
militate  againft  thofe  of   the    proprietor, 
whom  they  ihould   ferve    and    labour  to 
refcue  from  dedrudion^  but  fometimes  claflx 
with  the  general  inter  efts   of   the   ifland, 
which  are  made  fubprdinate  to  them,  poHq|| 
a.  preponderance  in  the  power  of  legiflationi 
and  if  men  who  are  the  finews  of  a  country 
are  depreffi^d  and  ruined,  be  the  fplendour 
of  that  country  what  it  may,  its  fituatiqa 
muft  be  deplorable.     Thofe  merchants  pf 
Great  Britain,    who  fupport   the    prefent 
fyftcm  of.  attorneyfhip  in  the  Weft  Indi^;, 
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and  who  are  fond  of  aiding  the  enormous 
and  dcftruflive  fchemes  of  the  overgrowa 
planter,  in  preference  to  eftftblifhing  the 
independence  of  the  middling  clafs,   are 

aduated  by  a  fhort  (ighted  policy;  their 
chief  obje£t  fliould  be  the  general  welfare 
of  the  ifland,  and  they  will  ultimately  find 
that  the  aggrandizement  of  attornies,  and 
the  confluence  of  immenfc  properties,  are 
not  the  means  which  wifdom  fuggefts  for 
its  profperity  or  fecurity* 

The  general  diftrefs  of  a  large  accumu- 
lated debt,  the  confequence  of  the  Maroon 
war,  compelled  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly  to 
refort  to  every  mode  they  could  devife  of 
ifing  money  for  liquidating  it.  It  was  pro- 
fed  by  fome  very  opulent  man,  a  great  at- 
torney, to  raife  the  whole  amount  of  the  debt 
in  one  year;  but  the  circumftances  of  others 
could  not  poffibly  admit  of  it :  the  taxes  were 
taifed  as  high  as  could  be  borne  in  general, 
but  as  large  compenfations  were  to  be  made 
to  individuals  for  their  lofles,  money  was 
taken  up  on  the  fe^urity  of  the  illand  at  an 

intereft 
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intereft  of  ten  per  cent.  In  the  diftrefs  for 
ways  and  means^  the  planters  being  bur* 
dened  with  as  great  a  weight  as  moft  could 
bear,  it  was  obferved  that  attomies,  mort- 
gagees, and  truilees  in  poflTefBon,  guardians, 
recei^erB  and  iequeftrators,  enjoyed  larg*e 
incomes  by  commiflions,  without  contribu*^ 
ting  to  the  public  fund  for  expences;  and 
a  motion  was  made,  to  the  immortal 
honour  of  the  mover*,  for  the  purpofe  of 
their  being  afiefled  ten  per  cent,  upon  their 
commiffions.  The  records  of  the  country, 
on  examination,  afcertained  that  thefe  gen- 
tlemen, one  hundred  and  ninety-three  in 
number,  held  in  charge  fix  hundred  and  fix 
fugar  works,  which  produced  76,843  hhds. 
and  3987  tierces  of  fugar,  and^5,89i  ptm« 
eheons  of  rum.  This  produce,  at  the  mte 
of  40/.  per  hhd.  and  25/.  per  puncheon, 
the  propofed  (laildard  for  that  period,  with 
the  fale  of  ftodf  and  othfer  articles,  yielded 
4,0^2,460  /.  on  which  thex^e  was  <:hargeable 
by  law  a  commifiion  of  fix  percent,  giving 
an  income  tff  241,347/.  xgs.  6d.  produc- 
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tivc  of  a  tax  of  24, 1 34  /.  in  aid  of  the  public: 
exigencies.  The  motion  for  inftruding 
the  Committee  to  make  the  tax  a  part  of 
the  money-bill  was  carried  by  the  majo- 
rity of  a  (ingle  vote  *,  but  when  tho 
bill  was  reported  to  the  houfe,  and  the 
iofertion  of  the  propofed  claufe  moved. 
It  y^as  oppofed,  and  the  attornies,  who 
hdd  a  decided  majority  in  the  Aflem-^ 
bly,  having  qolle<fted  their  force,  it  was 
ttj^Q^d  by  feventeen  votes  againft  thirteen. 
Aa  fome  rfafoning  was  thought  neceflary 
to  palliate  the  rejedion  of  a  meafure,  the 
juftice  of  which  was  obvious  to  the  com- 
mon fenfe  of  mankind,  it  was  faid,  i  ft,  that 
the  tax  would  be  a  partial  one :  2dly,  why 
Upt  at  the  fame  time  rax  merchants,  tradef- 
xnen,  and  ^lers?  3dly,  the  tax  woulcj 
operate  as  a  double  one  on  eftates.  Thefe 
objections  were  eafily  anfweredj  ift,  the 
partiality  Jay  in  the  exemption  of  thefe 
gentlemen,  all  ^tUers  b^ng  taxed :  for^ 
jdly,  merchants,  tradefmen  and  others  were 
taxed  on  their  trade  and  by  the  poll-tax : 

*  Votes  of  the  Affcnjbly. 
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3dly,  the  charge  could  never  operate  ti%  a 

double  tax  where  the  fix  per  cent,  law  pre- 
vailed ;  and  the  rich  independent  men,  who, 
by  employing  falaried  attornies,  fnatch  out 
of  the  fire  of  that  law  large  fums,  ought 
chearfully  to  give  the  mite  out  of  fuch 
favings  required  by  the  propofed  tax  :  nay, 
it  was  faid,  in  this  cafe,  to  operate  as  a  juft 
mode  of  afTefllng  the  wealthy  abfentee,  who 
it  was  allowed  Hiould  compenfate  from  his 
purfe  for  the  abfence  of  his  perfon,  fo  far 
as  relates  to  the  prote<9:ion  of  his  property 
by  military  fervice.  Befides,  let  us  fee  how 
an  unincumbered  man,  who  has  .it  in  his 
power  to  nullify  the  fix  per  cent^  law,dand^ 
Take  an  edate  of  five  hundred  ^ogOieads 
of  fugar,  and  two  hundrcd^^d  fifty  pui^* 
cheons  of  rum  ;  at  a  modern  computation' 
the  commifiions  will  amount  to  1200/.; 
the  attorney  compounding  for  600/.  will 
have  $0  /.  to  pay,  and  the  proprietor  60  /. 
out  ofi6oo  /.  favcd  and  added  to  an  income 
which  may  be  fairly  eflimated  at  fron[i 
7QOQ  /.  to  1 0000  /.  fterling,    .  , . 

B  b  4  Before 
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Before  I  conclude  this  letter,  I  will  relate 
an  anecdote  which  will  illuftrate  the  fub« 
jeAs  of  it,  more  than  a  volume  of  re- 
flexions. A  gentleman,  who  had  long  been 
a  merchant  in  Kingfton,  and  who  wa» 
afterwards  a  cuftos  of  one  of  the  pariflies 
of  the  county  of  Middlefex,  had  for  many 
years  lived  in  the  clofeft  friendfhip  and  in- 
timacy with  another  merchant  of  the  fame 
town,  who  traded  to  Liverpool,  where  he 
afterwards  eftabliflied  an  eminent  commer- 
cial houfe-  The  cuftos,  fb  let  me  call  him, 
though  it  was  not  till  afterwards  he  rofe  to 
that  dignity,  originally  kept  a  fmall  ftore 
or  fhop,  in  Kingfton  ;  which  enabling  him 
to  provide  a  good  table  was  the  foundation 
of  the  attachtoent  of  the  Liverpool  man, 
who  was  alfo,  at  the  commencement  of 
their  friendfhip,  a  fmall  ftore-keeper.  Un- 
luckily for  that  friendlhip  they  became 
rivals ;  both  loft  their  hearts  to  one  lady, 
who  preferred  and  married  the  cuftos  ;  a 
fuccefs  that  never  was  to  be  forgiven  by 
the  rejefted  lover,  who,  however,  preferved 

the 
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the  femblance  of  attachment  to  his  friend^ 
till  i,  fatal  opportunity  occurred  of  ftriking 
a  deadly  blow.  In  the  courfe  of  bufineft 
the  cuftos,  as  attorney,  became  pofleflTed  of 
fome  demands,  in  right  of  others,  upon  zn 
eftate  which  lay  very  remote  from  his  refi- 
dence,  and  againfl:  which  a  bill  was  fiied. 
It  was  taken  under  the  protedlion  of  the 
court  of  chancery,  and  the  cuftos,  coming 
forward  as  a  confiderable  creditor,  was  ap- 
pointed receiver.  In  this  (ituation  th^ 
eftate  remained  about  thirty  years,  during 
which  time,  the  receiver  managed  to  buy 
up  for  himfelf  moft  of  the  other  claimt 
upon  it  He  worked  a  gang  of  his  own 
negroes  on  it,  and  proceeded  in  the 
routine  neceflary  to  fwallow/  it  up }  but  ia 
fpite  of  every  thing,  the  perverfe  and  ob- 
ilinate  foil  abfolutely  cleared  it  of  its  in- 
cumbrances.  This,  however,  was  known 
only  to  the  cuftos,  for  the  original  pro- 
prietor was  dead,  and  the  perfons  to  whom 
the  eftate  lawfully  belonged,  had  long  ceafedl 
to  think  of  a  property  of  which  the  only 
thing  they  had  ever  heard  was,  that  it  wat 

ruined, 
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ruined,  and  irrecoverably  gone.  The  cullos 
at  length  unbofomed  himfelf  to  his  friend 
the  Liverpool  man,  whom  he  commifTioned 
to  find  out  the  proprietors,  and  to  purchafe 
their  title  for  him  at  the  mod  moderate 
price.  The  eftate  had  been  fettled  on  the 
original  proprietor's  daughter  and  heirefs, 
who  had  married  a  poor  clergyman  in 
CheOiire  or  Lancafhire.  The  remote  and 
qbfcure  refidence  of  this  couple  was  difco* 
ycfed,  but  the  reverfion  of  the  eftate  being 
veiled  in  their  fon,  who  wanted  two  years 
of  being  of  age,  a  delay  was  made  till  the 
bufmefs  could  be  pufhed  and  concluded  at 
once,  without  giving  a  notice,  which  in  the 
courfe  of  two  years  might  have  led  to  an 
enquiry  that  muft  have  defeated  the  obje^. 
The  delay,  however,  proved  no  lefs  de- 
ftrudivc  to  the  cuftos's    fcheme;    for  the 

a 

Liverpool  man,  chewing  the  cud  of  difap- 
pointcd  love,  betrayed  his  friend,  and  made 
his  fecret  the  means  of  arranging  fome 
private  plans,  and  of  advancing  his  own 
interefts.  The  lands  in  queftion  lay  be- 
twceu  two  very  vfi^lual;>le  eftates  of  a  mau 

of 
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of  moft  opulent  fortune,  i^vlio  was  one  of 
the  Liverpool  man's  correfpondents.  Such 
a  range  of  rich  foil  was  in  itfelf  a  moft 
defirable  objed  to  the  poflefTor  of  a  conti- 
guous property,  but  it  was  befides  rendered 
of  ineftimable  value  to  him,  from  its  con- 
taining  a  part  of  the  bed  of  the  river,  which 
afterwards  x:an  through  his  own  edate  and 
turned  his  mills.  He  had  always  call  hh 
eye  upon  it,  and  was  determined  if  poffi- 
ble  to  obtain  it  at  any  price.  The  know- 
ledge of  this  befet  the  imagination  of  th^ 
Liverpool  man,  who  having  fome  delicate 
arrangements  to  make  with  the  rich  man^ 

in  which  his  own  intcreft  was  concerne^t 
determined  to  make  him,  and  nor  the  cuftos^ 
the  mafter  of  it,  for  little  or  nothing;  hy 
which  he  fmoothed  fome  untoward  occtjrw 
fences,  and  fecurcd  the  confignment  of^ 
thoujUnd  hogfheads  of.  fugar,  whjch.hf 
b^d  fome  grounds  for  fearing  would  be 
taken  from  him.  Having  made  his  condt- 
tjons,  he  unravelled  the  plot,  to  the  raptu^ 
rous  aftoniflimcnt  of  his  correfpondcnty^i 
few  mpi^tjjs  beforp   the  .^clergyma^q's.  fop 

c  I  caiqe 


(    3»o    ) 

etme  of  age.  Too  impatient  to  wait,  the 
happy  correfpondent  fie^  immediately  to 
the  poor  dwelling  of  the  unconfcions  heir- 
eft)  and  having  properly  introduced  the 
fubjed  to  the  clergyman,  offered  two  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  guineas  for  the  title. 
Little  lefs  enraptured  than  the  gentleman 
hitefetf,  the  clergyman  declared  that  he 
thought  it  a  very  bold  offer  for  an  cxpeda- 
tioh  which  he  had  long  confidered  of  no 
iralue.  The  gentleman  aflured  him,  that 
as  he  had  the  means  of  going  to  law,  he 
meant,  if  hebecamethepurchafer,to  run  all 
rifts,  and  to  fpare  no  expcnce  in  recover- 
ing the  cftate.  The  overjoyed  couple,  who 
could  not  fee  through  the  mafs  of  two  thou- 
iand  five  hundred  guineas  any  thing  half 
fo  fubftantial  in  the  clouded  profpeft  of  a 
Weft  Indian  property,  were  eager  to  con- 
elude  the  bargain,  and  by  legal  inftruments 
of  conveyance  difpofed  of  their  rights  ;  and 
(hortly  after,  their  fon  coming  of  age,  the 
fpll  title  in  fee  was  made  over  to  the  pur- 
ehafer,  who  taking  all  his  meafures  by  the 
;3L»iverpool  jnan's  advice,  loft  no  time  in 
-  13  eftabliftiing 
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eilabliihiQg  his  acquired  m\b.  .He  haftened 
to  Jamaica,  and  at  a  confiderable  ezpencc 
brought  the  receiver  to  an  account.  The 
cuftos  was  all  amazement,  and  not  being 
able  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  balance  in 
his  hands,  not  only  gave  up  the  eftate  to 
the  purchafer,  but  alfo  made  over  a  large 
trad  of  land  belonging  to  himfelf  in  the 
eaftern  part  of  the  country.  The  eftate  has 
been  confolidated  and  improved,  and  is  now 
one  of  the  firft  properties  of  its  fize  in  the 
iiland« 

I  mud  not  omit  to  (late  to  you,  that  a&B 
have  been  paiTed,  and  amended,  for  obliging 
attornies  and  other  agents  to  record  ac-i 
counts  of  crops,  to  prevent  frauds.  Like 
feme  other  laws  of  the  colonies,  however, 
they  catch  the  eye  and  found  well,  but  pnt'^ 
terea  nihil;  the  obligation  to  record  a  crop  is 
no  obligation  to  make  a  good  one,  nor  does 
it  diminiQi  the  facility  of  the  ruinous  fyftem 
you  have  been  contemplating. 

And 
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:  And  now  let  me  warn  you  againft  thinks* 
ibgy  after  the  perufal  of  this  letter,  that  there 
is  no  fuch  thing  to  be  found  in  the  Weft 
Indies  as  an  honeft  attorney.  My  fole  in- 
tention was  to  expofe  to  you  what  certain 
2^nts  have  it  in .  their  power  to  do,  and 
what  is  too  often  done  by  them  j  but  while 
I  am  writing  I  have  in  my  recolledion  a 
worthy  and  honorable  man,  who  was  for  a 
ferics  of  years  engaged  as  an  attorney  to 
abfentees,  whofe  properties  were  improved 
by  his  honefty,  afliduity,  and  good  fenfe. 
I  would  not  fcruple  to  name  him,  but  that 
the  diftindion  might  feem  to  be  injuftice  to 
fome  others,  who,  I  believe,  are  equally  en- 
titled to  a  fimilar  tribute  of  applaufe. 
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LETTER    XX. 

Stuff  of  Opinions  rffpeBing  the  Slave-Trade,*^ Internal 
Legijlation  eJlabVipHd  in  the  Hands  of  the  Ccloni/ls  bj 
Cuftom  and  Reafon, —  Contrqfled  Statements,*^ Sug* 
gefiion  of  a  Mode  for  obtaining  Negroes  in  Africa.^^ 
Obfervations  refpeEling  the  Population  of  Creole 'Bladts^ 
and  the  Attempt  of  cultivating  Sugar- Plantations  by 
free  Negroes. — Prefent  State  of  Slavery  in  Jamaica* 
— Defects  of  the  Colonial  Syjlem,^^  Difficulty  of  rC'^ 
medying  fome  of  than. — Religion. 

jlS  o  colonial  fubjeft  has  more  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  public  in  the  coiirfc 
of  the  laft  ten  years,  than  the  flavc-trade 
and  flavery.     All  the  feelings  of  the  heart, 

and  all  the  dedudtions  of  reafon,  have  been 
called  forth  in  fupport  of  the  adverfe  opi- 
nions on  thefe  points.  What  on  the  one 
fide  has  been  dated  as  unjuft,  inhuman, 
and  horrible,  has  on  the  other  been  argued 
to  be  the  refult  of  the  prefent  ftate  of 
nature^  wifdom,  and  true  philanthropy. 
With   the    picture    of   the   ftruggles    and 

lamenta- 
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lamentations  of  human  creatures  torn  from 
their  country,  their  homes,  and  deared 
ties,  to  be  hurried  to  a  land  of  flavery 
and  inhumanity,  has  been  contrafted  the 
difplay  of  the  advantages  accruing  to  men 
fhatched  from  the  mo  ft:  deplorable  (late 
of  barbarifm,  often  from  a  favage  execu^ 
tion,  to  be  reclaimed  and  employed  in 
peaceful  indufl:ry*.  To  enter  into  an 
extenfive  difcudion  of  the  difpute  on  thefe 
topics  is  foreign  to  my  defign,  for  I  only 
profefs  to  fiiow  you  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things  in  the  colony,  and  I  fliall  therefore 
reflrain  myfelf  chiefly  to  what  has  lately 
occurred,  and  to  novel  fuggeftions,  adding 
occafional  remarks  that  appear  to  me  con«> 

*  The  flavc-trade,  in  fpitc  of  the  unpopular  light  into 
which  it  was  thrown,  had  many  able  and  worthy  advocates^ 
among  whom  the  Duke  of  Clarence  was  uncommonly 
ilrenuous.  The  Aflcmbly  of  Jamaica,  to  evince  their  gra- 
titude, voted  three  thoufand  guineas  to  purchafe  a  fervicc 
of  plate  to  be  prefcuted  to  his  Royal  Highnefs.  Nor  did 
ihey  forget  to  acknowledge  their  obligation  to  tbcir  agent, 
Mr.  Scwell,  wlio  exerted  himfdf  on  the  fubje6i  with  dif* 
tinguillicd  abilities :  they  voted  a  thoufand  guineas  to  pur- 
chafe him  a  piece  of  plate,  in  tctlitnony  of  the  fcnfc  they 
entertained  of  his  impoitanl  fcrvicct, 

ducive 
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ducive  to  future  utility.    The  perfever^ince 
of  the  friends  to  an  abolition  of  the  flave* 
trade  to  efFed  it  has  been  unremitted,  and 
has  from  time  to  time  excited  great  alarm 
among  the  colonifts,  who  have  not  only 
laid  before  the  public  general  arguments 
derived  from  the  date  of  nature  and  from 
the  gofpel*,  but  have  roundly  and  boldly 
infifted  on  the  right  of  obt^ning  negroet 
from  Africa.     To  the  King,  in  an  addrefs 
written  in  1 797,  they  faid,  "  We  can  with 
truth   affure   your   Majefty,  that   no  op- 
portunity,  no   circum  dance,    which   may 
enable  the  Aflembly  of  Jamaica  to  make 
further  provifions,  to  fecure  to  every  per- 
fon  in  the  ifland,  the  certain,  immediate, 
and  active  prote£tion  of  the  law,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  improvement  in  morality 
and  religion,  fhall  be  negledted;  but  we 
muft  at  the  fame  time  declare,  that  we  are 
a£tuated  by  motives  of  humanity   only, 
and  not  with  any  view  to  the  termination 

•  See  a  very  ilrong,  perhaps  unanfwerable,  letter,  ad- 
dreiTed  to  the  Bifhop  of  Rochefter,  and  pobh'fhed  in  the 
Suppkment  of  Cobbett'i  Annual  Regiftcr,  Vol.  I.  of  1802. 

Vol.il  Cc  of 
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of  the  flave^trade.  TTie  right  of  obtaining 
lai)ourers  from  Africa  is  fecurcd  to  your 
Majefty's  faithful  fubjefts  in  the  colony, 
by  fev^ral  Britifh  a&s  of  parliament,  and 
by  feveral  proclamations  of  your  Majefty's 
royal  anceflors ;  they^  or  their  predeceflbra^ 
have  emigrated  and  fettled  in  Jamaica, 
under  the  moft  folemn  promifes  of  this 
abfolutely  neceffary  afliftance;  and  they 
can  never  give  up,  or  db  any  a£k  that  may 
render  doubtful,  this  eflential  right/'  The 
colonifts,  however,  while  they  took  every 
occafion  to  defend  the  principle  of  the 
flave-trade,  and  to  maintain  their  right  to 
carry  it  on,  were  ready  to  condemn  all 
cruelty  pradifed  in  the  courfe  of  it,  and 
eager  to  remove  every  hardfhip  to  which 
the  negroes  were  liable  in  the  paffage  from 
Africa.  With  a  view  of  promoting  the 
humane  and  beneficent  obje£ks  of  the 
Britifh  legiflature  in  that  point,  and  of 
obviating  one  of  the  caufes  that  impeded 
the  natural  increafe  of  the  negroes,  the 
Aflfembly  pafled  a  law,  granting  the  King 
a  duty,  fo  heavy  as  to  operate  as  a  pro- 
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hibition,  on  all  imported  negroes  ^bove 
twenty-five  years  of  age.  Still  the  total 
abolition  of  the  trade  was  conftantly  aimed 
at,  and  when  dire£t  means  were  not 
adopted,  cOnfequential  ones  were  thought 
of.  The  colonics  faw,  or  thought  they 
faw,  grounds  for  apprehending  that  with 
this  view  his  Majefty*s  minifters  had  in 
contemplation,  by  an  afl:  of  the  firitifli 
legiflature,  to  refume  all  patents  of  land 
granted  and  not  fettled,  which,  by  pre- 
venting the  extenfion  of  the  cultivation 
of  the  colony,  would  lead  to  the  gradual 
and  complete  abolition  of  the  flave-trade, 
as  the  further  in)portation  of  Africans 
would  become  lefs  neceflary  j  upon  which 
they  boldly  declared,  that  the  meafure 
would  be  a  diredt  violation  of  thofe  rights 
they  were  entitled  to  as  Britifh  fubjeSs, 
and  that  it  was  incumbent  on  the  people 
of  Jamaica  to  refift  it  by  all  poffible  lawful 
means*.      They  aflerted  that  they  were 

enabled 

♦  This  refift^nce  could  not  mean  a  ftrugglc  of  phyfical 
flrength,   but  the  oppofition  of  moral,  aud  at  exprtfsly 
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enabled  by  their  conftitution  to  legiflate 
for  themfelves  in  all  matters  relating  to 
internal  concerns,  a  right  which  they  had 
enjoyed  for  upwards  of  a  century;  and 
that  the  principle,  though  not  publicly 
recognized  by  an  a<^  of  parliament,  had 
neverthelefa  been  deemed,  by  all  wife  and 
juft  charafters  in  Great  Britain,  to  exift 
in  full  force,  and  that  parliament  had  no 
right  to  infringe  or  abridge  it,  by  ena£ting 

any  law  for  their  internal  regulation.    The 

« 

minifter  having  declared  that  the  further 
increafe  of  negro  population  in  the  colony 
would  prove  highly  dangerous  to  the 
white  inhabitants  from  the  inequality  of 
the  numbers,  a  committee  of  the  Houfe 
of  Affembly  ftated  it  to  be  their  opinion, 
that   the  judgment   he   had   formed    was 


worded,  legal  mtaii*  ;  not  a  rccourfc  to  arms,  but  to  petitio* 
and  remorihancc;  and,  therefore,  dfd  not  call  for  fo  barfh 
a  comparifou  as  that  made  by  an  animated  champion  of 
negro  liberty,  who  faid,  "  The  palfied  bed-ridden  patient 
might  ai  ratIoi,:illy  ilireaten  violence  to  his  nurfe,  for 
putting  fiiflcnar.ce  into  his  mouth.'*  Though,  to  have 
made  the  fimilc  complete,  he  fliould  rather  have  faid,  **  for 
taking  his  fullcnance  out  of  his  rtouth." 

erroneous 
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erroneous  in  the  extreme ;  for  that  nothing 
could  fo  greatly  contribute  to  the  increafe 
of  white  population,  and  that  too  of  the 
defcription  likely  to  be  moft  ufeful  for 
the  fecurity  of  the  country,  as  the  encou- 
ragement of  fmall  fettlers  in  the  interior, 
an  obfervation  which  has  been  confirmed 
by  experience ;  and  that  were  the  profpeds 
of  acquiring  property  in  land,  and  negroes 
taken  away,  no  perfons  in  whom  con- 
fidence could  be  placed  would  adventure 
to  the  country,  confequently  it  would  foon 
become  impoflible  to  carry  on  plantations 
to  any  extent,  and  the  mofl  ufeful  white 
population  required  for  agricultural  pur- 
pofes  would  be  reduced  to  a  very  alarming 
degree,  from  which  it  was  evident  that  the 
internal  fafety  of  the  ifland,  inftead  of 
being  promoted  by  an  abolition  of  the 
trade,  would  be  very  highly  endangered. 

The  right  of  internal  legiflation  afTerted 
by  the  committee,  was  examined  with 
fome  afperity,  and  in  a  language  bordering 
upon  infult,  by  an  ingenious  writer,  who 

C  c  3  has 
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has  caught  that  calenture  of  the  hearty 
vrhich  proceeds  from  a  fermentiog  beae- 
voknce,  and  which  raifes  a  fairy  ground 
about  the  State  veflel,  tempting  the  patients 
to  plunge  from  the  deck  into  a  fathomlefs 
f>cean.  He  has  endeavoured  to  fliow  that 
the  (latutes  of  Great  Brijtaia  on  colonial 
iitbje£ts  are  all  hoftile  to  this  claitq,  and 
he  afferts  it  to  be  a  monftrous  pofition  that 
the  mother  country  may  not  interpofe  and 
eorred  the  evils  that  may  arife  from  ia« 
ternal  colonial  regulations.  To  this  the 
Weft  Indians  have  to  anfwer,  that  they 
4id  not  build  their  claim  on  the  ftatute 
lav^r,  but  on  rational  ufage  for  more  than 
a  century ;  that  the  ad:  of  William  the 
Third,  declaring  laws  made  in  the  colonies 
repugnant  to  £ngli(h  fiatutes  extending  to 
or  naming  them  void,  could  only  allude 
to  ftatutes  generally,  and  could  have  no 
reference  to  the  conftitutlonal  ufage  of  the 
colony,  in  which  it  made  no  alteration ; 
that  the  Declaratory  law  (the  fixth  of 
George  the  Third)  afierting  a  parliamen- 
tary right  to  legiflate  for  the  colonies  in 

all 
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all  cafes  whatever,  was  counteraded  b^ 
a  fubfequent  adl  (eighteenth  of  George  th« 
Third)  as  to  taxation,  and  had  never  been 
a£ted  upon  in  cafes  of  interior  government, 
in  which  the  colonial  ufage  conflantly  pre* 
vailed ;  that  this  Declaratory'  a£):  was  par- 
ticularly directed  againft  the  turbulent  ipirit 
that  manifefted  itfelf  in  North  America} 
that  the  word  Ugi/late^  however  flrength- 
^ned  by  the  addition  of  in  all  cafes  what'* 
cvcr^  could  not  be  taken  in  a  fenfe  replet« 
with  abfurdity,  namely,  to  legiflate  without 
a  fufficient  knowledge  of  the  fubjed  oa 
which  the  parliament  undertook  to  legi* 
flate,  which  muil  be  the  cafe  in  all  local 
laws;  and  that  admitting  the  power  of 
the  mother-country  to  interfere  in  the 
internal  regulations  of  the  colony,  it  was 
but  common  juftice,  when  they  did  fo,  to 
appoint  a  committee  of  the  legiflature  to 
go  and  refide  a  certain  time  on  the  fpot, 
to  inveftigate  the  nature  of  the  buiinefs 
propofed,  und  to  decide  fairly,  from  expe« 
rience,  queftions  obfcured,  at  the  diftancc 
of  four   thoufand   miles,   by   impervious 

C  c  4  clouds 
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clouds  of  paflion  and  contradidory  tefti** 
mony. 

I  ftate  to  you  the  more  freely  and  the 
more  ftrongly  the  reafoning  in  favour  of 
the  colonifts,  as  I  am  fenfible  of  an  ardent^ 
tendency  in  my  heart  to  difapprove  the 
(lave-trade ;  but  while  our  feelings  rife  up 
in  arms  againft  the  horrid  tales  that  have 
been  laid  before  the  public,  let  us  not  (hut 
our  ears  to  the  reafoning  of  the  planter, 
becaufe  he  fpeaks  from  felf-intereft,  and 
becaufe  felf-^intereft  may  create  prejudices. 
8elf-intereft  is  no  criminal  motive,  although 
the  means  of  promoting  it  may  be  vicious. 
Let  us  fupport  philanthropy  on  both  (ides. 
Free  men  are  kidnapped,  and  wars  are  ex- 
cited to  procure  captives ;  families  are  fe- 
parated,  and  wretched  viftims  are  configned 
to  fuffocation  in  a  loathfome  tranfport, 
forced  acrofs 'the  ocean,  and  fold  for  life 
to  mercilefs  tyrants.  If  this  be  true,  Oh  \ 
that  the  Omnipotence  afcribed  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  parliament  may  eradicate  thefe  evils, 
find  punifh  the  perpetrators  of  them!  Amen, 

fay 
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fay  the  planters.  Iiv  certain  uncivilized 
regions  of  the  globe,  there  are  immenfe 
numbers  of  wretched  black  men  exifting 
flaves  to  barbarians  of  their  own  colour, 
plunged  in  ignorance,  and  fubjeft  to  all  the 
wanton  cruelties  and  miferies  of  favage 
tyranny  *.  In  vifiiting  thofe  coafts  to  pro- 
mote the  interefts  of  European  colonies, 
and  confequently  of  Europe,  the  colonifts 
refcue  thefe  unfortunate  blacks  from  a  (late 
of  horrid  and  favage  flavery,  to  place  them 
in  a  mild  and  civilized  ftate  of  fervitude ; 
they  fnatch  them  from  the  moft  degrading 
idolatry,  and  lead  them  to  the  benevolent 
fyftem  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift.  In  doing 
this,  care  is  taken  to  part  no  happy  families, 
to  break  no  kindred  ties,  to  feize 

No  fportive  negro,  panting  at  the  line. 
Who  boafts  of  golden  funds  and  palmy  wine. 
Who  liftlcfs  bafks,  or  ilems  the  tepid  wave, 
And^  bom  to  freedom,  fcorns  to  be  a  flavc. 

If  this  be  true,  long  may  felf-intereft  com- 
bine with  nobler  motives  to  continue  to 

*  Tyrgnt  4ad  flavc  is  the  only  government  among  favag^s. 

8  improve 


(    394    ) 

improve  the  conditio^  and  the  happincfs  of 
this  race  of  mea  !  If  this  be  true,  fay  amen» 
ye  who  have  in  a  great  degree  confirmed 
the  affertion,  by  fubfcribing  your  names  to 
a  report  in  which  it  appears  that  the  feeble^ 
minded  and  debauched  tyrants  of  Africa 
fell  their  flaves  *  ;  and  in  which  it  alfo 
appears  that  free  negroes  are  not  to  be 
depended   upon  for   cultivation  f.      Con- 

traded 

•  We  arc  told  in  the  report  of  May  1802,  rcfpc£ling 
Sierra  Leone,  '*  that  whoever  can  poflefs  hixnfelf  of  a  few 
fiaveS)  may  become  the  head  of  a  town,  that  fuccefs  in  raif- 
ing  nce»  and  in  trading,  enables  this  head-man  to  encreafe 
the  number  of  his  flaves,  and  confequently  his  ftrength  and 
influence  ;  that  many  freemen  then  feek  his  protedUony  and 
put  themftlves  under  his  government :  that  in  this  way  fome 
of  the  moft  confiderable  towns  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sierra 
Leone  have  arifen  in  the  courfe  of  a  fingle  generation.  *'  A 
feeble-minded  or  debauched  fucceffor,"  fay  the  reporters, 
**  by  felling,  under  a  variety  of  pretexts,  (moft  of  which  the 
fuperftition  of  his  country  fupply,)  thofc  whom  in  policy  as 
well  as  in  juftice  he  ought  to  proteft,  deftroys  in  a  ftill 
fhorter  period,  the  power  which  has  been  thus  raifed."  See 
a  report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  appwded  t% 
examine  the  petition  of  the  DireQors  of  the  Sierra  Leone  Com* 
pany,  May  z^thy  i8c2. 

f  "  The  Nova  Scotians  and  Maroons  arc  not  likely  to 
employ  their  own  lots  of  lands  in  the  produftion  of  any  ma- 
terial 
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traded  flatements  like  the  above,  confound 
the  underftandingi  and  fufpend  the  judg- 
ment :  but  when  we  fee  the  experience  of 
the  oppofite  parties  concurring  in  the  two 
following  points,  that  the  flavery  of  Afiica 
is  worfe  than  that  of  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
that  free  negroes  will  not  cultivate  the  earth 
farther  than  to  obtain  a  coarfe  and  fcanty 
fupply  for  immediate  neceffity,  we  may  be 
forgiven  if  the  idea  fhould  come  acrofs  our 
minds,  that  the  flave-trade  may  be  made  a 
blefling,  if  it  be  not  already  one.  I  advance 
this,  however,  with  fome  awe,  for  I  am 
aware  how  unpopular  the  fide  it  feems  tQ 
take.     And  let  me  not  be  miftaken.     God 
forbid  that  I  (hould  fupport  a  pofition  of 
which  the  ohjtCt  were  to  diminiih  the  hap- 
pincfs  of  my  fellow  creatures !  If  that  be 
really  the  efie£fc  of  the  ilave-trade,  may  the 


tcnal  quantity  of  articles  of  exportable  produce,  for  though 
tbey  have  at  diifereaJL  times  cultivated  ground  to  a  confider- 
able  extent,  no  great  dependence  can  be  placed  on  their 
fteady  purfuit  of  any  agricultural  plans."  See  the  report  of  a 
C$mm$t(C  oftki  ffwft  of  Cgmwunu  ofi^th  May  1802. 

Omnifcient 
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Omnifclent    and    Omnipotent    Being    to 
whom  the  truth  is  known,  grant  that  a  flop 
may  be  immediately  put  to  it !'  But,  left  it 
ihould  be  a  blefling  in  itfelf,  left  the  aboli- 
tion of  it  fhould  not  only  prove  ruin  to  the 
planter,  but  a  curfe'  to  Africa,  by  arrefting 
the  improvement  of  the  lot  of  many  thou- 
fands  of  its  inhabitants,  let  not  the  omnipo- 
tence of  parliament,  which  never  can  be 
accompanied    by    omnifcience,   aggregate 
bodies  being  doomed,  like  individuals,  to 
fee  through  a  glafs  darkly,  proceed  to  ftop 
a  fource  of  certain  good,  before  the  greater 
evil  be  afcertained  beyond  difpute.     The 
colonifts  affirm  that  the  flave  trade,  far  from 
being  cruel  and  improper,  "  is  confiftent 
with  charity  and  the  beft  feelings  of  huma- 
nity* ;"    and    that    free  negroes  will  not 
heartily  engage  in  agriculture.     Thefe  pofi- 
tions  feem  to  derive  confiderable  fupport 

•  Sec  a  difpaflionate,  fenfiblc  Letter  on  the  Slavs 
Trade,  addreffed  to  Lord  Pcnryhn,  chairman  of  the  meet- 
ing of  Weft-India  planters,  held  on  the  3d  of  May  1800. 
By  a  Wcft-India    proprietor.      Publifhtd  by  Cawthorn, 

Stran4. 
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from  the  incidental,  unintentional  confef^ 
(ions    of  their  ants^onifts    already  cited. 
However  difgufting,  therefore,  the  pidures 
prefented  to  us  of  a  traffic  of  human  crea- 
tures, it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  (hut  our 
eyes  to  the  magic  of  the  pencil,  to  guard 
our  imagination  agdnft  the  obeah  of  poetry, 
and  to  appeal  to  homely  fad  and  unerring 
experience  for  the  ground  of  afltion.     The 
mild  and  humane  Weft-Indian,  whofe  letter 
I  have  juft  quoted,  after  (howing  the  mu- 
tual bene(it  of  the  (lave-trade  to  Africa  and 
the  colonies,    recommends,  in  a  genuine 
fpirit  of  philanthropy,  that  commiffioners 
(hould  be  fent  from  England  to  the  princi- 
pal ports  in  Africa,  there  to  make  regula- 
tions for  the  treatment  of  the  (laves  when 
received,  and  whilft  on  their  pafTage  to  the 
Weft  Indies.     The  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  May  1802, 
furniihes  grounds  for  improving  upon  this 
idea.     Let  the  headmen  of  the  towns  there 
mentioned,  be  induced  by  advantages  to 
enter  into  a  rational  fpirit  of  the  trade.    Let 
Jbumane  regulations  be  prefented  to  them 

by 
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by  the  propofed  commiflioners  for  the  ob« 
taining  ef  negroes;  let  the  nature  of  colonial 
agriculture  in  its  improved  ftate  be  fsdrly 
estplaitiedy  let  the  negroes  to  be  imported 
be  informed  of  the  tenure  of  their  iervice, 
and  not  fufTered,  as  is  faid,  to  imagine  that 
they  are  purchafed  like  cattle  to  be  eaten* 
It  is  perhaps  not  impoflible  by  proper  means 
to  produce  fuch  an  eSe£l:  among  the  pooif 
Africans,  as  not  only  to  make  them  fet  out 
on  the  voyage  with  cheerfulnefs,  but  con- 
tend for  the  preference  of  removal.  Men 
convinced  that  the  change  is  from  a  perpe- 
tual abjedl  life  of  favage  flavery,  to  mild 

fervitude  and  a  comfortable  and  fecure  ex- 
iftence,  would  probably  be  as  eager  in 
Africa  for  emigration  as  the  poor  and  dif- 
trefled  of  any  country.  To  perfe<9:  this 
plan,  might  be  a  work  of  time,  but  not  of 
fuch  length,  by  centuries,  as  the  internal 
civilization  of  Africa,  laudably  originally, 
but  fondly,  undertaken  by  the  Sierra  Leone 
Company.  It  would  perhaps  not  be  un- 
worthy the  confideration  of  that  Company, 
on  finding  that  they  had  taken  a-  wrong 

ground 
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grouiid  in  their  purfuits  of  htimanity,  to 
change  it  for  one  Ids  brilliant,  but  pro- 
mifing  more  fubftantial  happinefs  to  the 
race  of  man;  and  fince  univcrfal  liberty 
has  been  lately  fo  fully  proved  to  be  a 
phantom,  to  join  -cordially  with  the  com- 
miffioners  recommended,  in  eftabliihing 
humane  modes  of  obtaining  negroes  from 
Africa,  for  the  fhips  that  come  for   that 

purpofe  to  the  coaft;  and  to  remove  the 
great  objedion  to  the  trade,  which  arifes 
from  the  encouragement  that  it  may  give 
to  a£ts  of  violence,  oppreflion,  and  fraud 
among  the  natives  towards  each  other. 
Were  they  to  do  this,  inftead  of  a  co- 
lony exifting  in  perpetual  dread  of  being 
flaughtered;  inftead  of  wars  with  King 
Jemmy  and  the  Timmanies,  and  other  fa- 
vage  tribes ;  inftead  of  owing  their  exiftence, 
as  a  company,  chiefly  to  the  difficulty  the 
government  feels  itfelf  under,  of  finding  a 
proper  place  for  the  Maroons  and  Nova 
Scotians  *,  they  would  flourifh,  they  would 

*  See  the  evidence  fupporting  the  Report  of  the  Com* 
outtcc-ofthe  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ma^r  25,  i8c2. 

have 
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have  it  in  their  power  to  meliorate  the  lot 
of  their  fellow  creatures ;  thoufands  and 
tens  of  thoufands  of  miferable  men  would 
be  at  their  eledlion  to  blefs  in  this  life,  and 
fave  eternally.     If  any  one  be  inclined  to 

think  that  I  mean  to  ridicule  or  infult  the 
Sierra  Leone  Company,  he  does  me  injui^ 

tice  :  believing  their  motives  to  be  pure,  I 
admire  and  refpedl  them ;  my  feelinga,  I 
am  fenfible,  are  in  fome  refpe£fc  (imilar  to 
theirs;  but  reafon  is  ftubborn,  and  fenti- 
mentsthat  flow  from  impulfes  of  the  heart, 
however  amiable,  muft  be  correfted  by  the 
decifions  of  the  underftanding.  I  fhould, 
indeed,  deem  it  a  grofs  and  unpardonable 
infult  to  the  Sierra  Leone  Company,  did  I 
in  jeft  advife  them  to  become  flave-mer- 
chants,  and  undertake  the  very  thing  they 
reprobate,  to  remove  men  from  freedom  and 
happinefs  to  flavery  and  mifery.  No :  I 
would  have  them  what  they  wifli  to  be,  the 
guardians  of  humanity,  the  promoters  of 
rational  felicity  :  and  certainly  they  would 
not  anfwer  this  defcription,  were  they  to 
make  the  change  I  have  dared  to  fugged, 

if 
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if  they  were  not  completely  (econded  by 
the  colonills,  and  by  the  internal  colonial 
arrangements  which  fhould  prove,  that  a 
^^  mild  fervitude,  under  humane  regulations, 
is  the  fyftem  bed  adapted   to  make  the 
people  removed  happy  in  themfelves,  and 
ufeful  inhabitants  of  the  earth*.**     This 
naturally  leads  us  to  take  a  view  of  the  pre*- 
fent  date  of  flavery  in  Jamaica,  to  which  I 
ihall  proceed  after  making  a  few  obferva- 
tions  on   two  points,  more   immediately 
conneded  with  the  fubjcdt  of  the  flavc- 
trade ;  the  adequate  encreafe  of  a  Creole 
population,  and  the  pradicability  of  culd* 
vating  by  free  negroes.     The  caufes  that 
reftrain  the  population  of  the  negroes  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  have  been  impartially  ftated 
by  Mr.   Edwards.     The  colonifts  in  im- 
proving the  condition  of  their  (laves,  have 
certainly  taken  the  beft  means  to  promote 
the  encreafe  of  Creole  births,  but  till  coha- 
bitation fhall  be  better  regulated,  and  poly- 
gamy, or  rather  the  appropriation  of  fever^l 

*  WcH  India  Proprietor's  letter  to  Lord  Penryhn. 
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women  by  head  negroes  abolifhed,  which 
can  only  be  by  the  introdudion  of  chrif- 
tianity,  and  the  laws  of  marriage^  there 
can  be  no  hope  of  any  great  alteration  in 
this  particular  ;  though  it  is  a  known  fad, 
that  on  fome  eflates  the  population  does 
increafe:  but  even  were  all  impediments 
removed,  there  could  not  be  fo  rapid 
an  encreafe  of  population  as  to  afford  a 
profped  of  fettling  the  country  without  a 
fupply  of  Africans.  With  refped  to  culti- 
vation by  free  negroes,  how  little  acquaint- 
ed mud  they  be  with  the  negro  charader 
who  can  be  led  to  believe  that  free  negroes 
would,  or  could  carry  on  the  variety  of 
work  neceflary  upon  a  fugar  e/late.  la 
Africa,  the  little  cultivation  undertaken 
near  the  coafts  for  trade,  is  carried  on 
by  flaves ;  and  we  have  feen  in  a  committee 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  chief  fup- 
porters  of  African  liberty  defpair  of  any 
great  attention  to  agriculture  from  two 
confiderable  bodies  of  free  negroes,  which 
one  would  imagine  decifive  of  the  queftion. 
There  never  was  an  inftance  of  a  free  negro 
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hiring  himfelf  to  work  as  a  plantation- 
negro.  In  the  inftances  I  have  given  of 
the  Maroons,  in  a  former  letter,  their  labour 

was  confined  to  the  cutting  down  the 
woods,  and  clearing  and  planting  the  land ; 

which  they  undertook  for  a  fpecific  fum,  and 

•  * 

performed  at  their  leifure  when  they  wifhed 
to  fupply  fome  immediate  want :  but  no 
Maroon  or  free  negro  ever  did  engage  him- 
felf to  cut  canes,  load  carts,  drive  mules,  carry 
trafh,  or  ftoke ;  and  of  upwards  of  fix  hun- 
dred of  the  Trelawney  Town  Maroons,  not 
more  than  forty  or  fifty  ever  undertook  any 
work  but  for  themfelves,  and  that  with  noi- 
thing  of  the  regularity  requifite  on  a  fugar- 
plantation.  Of  the  ten  thoufand  free  people 
of  colour  and  blacks  in  Jamaica,  not  ten 
would  be  tempted  even  by  a  dollar  a  day, 
to  engage  in  the  employments  I  have  men- 
tioned. Befides,  cattle-keepers,  watchmen, 
and  negroes  of  other  occupations,  muft 
neceflarily  be  attached  to  the  cftate.  Add 
to  this,  that  there  would  be  no  redrefs  on 
ariy  lofs  that  might  arife  from  negligence ; 

D  d  2  and 
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and  the  free  man  might  leave  his  mafter's 
fervice  at  a  moment's  warning  *• 

Let  U8  now  contemplate  flavery  as  it 
ftands  under  the  confolidated  law  of  Ja- 
maica^  and  let  us  confider  what  yet  remains 

to  be  done,  to  accomplifh  the  relative  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  body  of  black  people  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  in  that  ftate  to  which  it  has 
pleafed  God  to  call  thenu 

What !  God  call  men  to  a  ftate  of  flave- 
ry  ?  Be  not  furprifed,  my  friend ;  I  have 
not  recanted  my  former  opinions ;  I  am  ftill 
an  enemy  to  the  very  name  of  flavery.  I 
would  have  all  men  free ;  I  would  have  all 
men  virtuous,  religious,  and  happy.  I  would 

*  Among  the  happy,  6ee,  and  equal  inhabitants  of  the 
United  Sutes  of  America,  they  turn  liberty  in  this  refpeft 
to  an  excellent  account.  Sqrvants  not  only  quit  their  maf • 
ter's  fervice  without  warning,  but  before  they  enter  it  de* 
mand  a  reference  for  his  chara£ker.  I  was  at  a  gentleman's 
houfe  in  one  of  the  principal  towns  of  the  Ignited  States, 
when  a  negro  applying  for  his  place,  aiked  of  whom  he 
(hould  inquire  the  gentleman's  charadcr. 

banifli 
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bani(h  vice  from  the  moral  world,  and  evil, 
from  the  natural  one.  I  would  make  earth 
a  paradife,  and  I  would  in  fucceffion  trani^ 
late  men  to  regions  of  greater  blifs  to  all 
eternity.  What  think  you  2  is  not  this 
better  than  the  unintelligible  mode  chofen 
by  Providence,  for  the  condu6;  of  his 
operations  ?  am  I  not  intitled  to  the 
gratitude  of  mankind  for  being  fo  much 
more  confident  than  the  ruler  of  the  uni- 
verfe  ?  But  my  reveries  will  alter  none  of 
his  mandates;  and  that  what  he  permits 
will  ultimately  appear  to  fupport  the  fyftem 
of  infinite  wifdom,  I  humbly  acknow« 
ledge.  That  he  has  permitted  flavery  can- 
not  be  denied  by  thofe  who  allow  his  fuper« 
intenc^ence :  he  has  permitted  it,  as  he  has 
permitted  other  evils ;  thefe  it  is  the  part 
of  man  to  counteract  and  alleviate.  He  is 
not  forbidden  to  do  fo,  and  it  is  a  part  of 
his  duty ;  but  he  muft  do  it  wifely,  to  do  it 
well ;  he  muft  do  it  wifely,  or  he  will  in- 
creafe  inftead  of  mitigating  the  evil.  I 
fhould  think  it  no  inconfiftency  in  him  who 
advifes  a  general  emancipation  as  the  re« 

D  d  3  medy 


(    4o6    ) 

medy  of  this  evil,  to  advife  amputaition  for 
the  goat.  I  am  the  enemy  of  tyranny,  and 
the  friend  of  happinefs ;  an  enemy  to  that 
flavery,  ^  which  implies  the  degradation  of 
animated  nature  into  a  monftrous  machin- 
ery wound  up  and  kept  in  motion  by  tor- 
ture I*  and  a  fnend  to  that  happinefs  which 
refults  from  virtuci  and  which  every  man, 
•  whether  he  be  bond  or  free,"  muft  owe 
to  the  all-wife  difpofer  of  events.  Let  us 
not  quarrel  about  words,  nor  excite  the 
enthufiafm  of  men  to  contend  for  fhadows. 
Let  us  equally  avoid  inflaming  the  minds  of 
any  clafs  of  people  with  pidures  of  unat- 
tainable enjoyments,  while  we  endeavour  to 
render  the  yoke  eafy,  and  the  burden  light. 
Liberty  and  independence  are  very  vague 
terms :  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  abfolute 
independence ;  and  fociety  is  itfelf  pecu- 
liarly a  ftate  of  various  degrees  of  depen- 
dencies, in  which  the  lot  of  fome,  confidered 
in  a  temporal  point  of  view,  is  apparently 
a  miferable  condition  when  compared  to 
the  enjoyments  allotted  to  others  of  the 
human  race.     To  attempt  to  equalize  hap* 
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pinefs  by  comparifon  with  more  favoured 
fituacioQs  of  life,  is  to  deftroy  the  bafis  of 
it,  content.  Of  the  great  mafs  of  mankind, 
content  and  hope  are  the  fourccs  of  felicity : 
the  diftin&ions  beftowed  by  fortune  are 
comparatively  in  the  hands  of  few,  and  if 
none  are  to  be  happy  while  others  are  more 
fortunate  and  happier,  life  would  indeed  be 
but  fcenes  of  confu(ion  and  mifery.  But 
even  in  a  comparative  view,  the  condition 
of  the  (laves  in  Jamaica  does  not  rank  the 
lowed  or  moft  unfortunate.  In  the  mod 
enlightened  quarter  of  the  world,  in  Europe, 
a  great  portion  of  mankind  are  in  a  ftate  of 
mifery  far  more  deplorable  than  what  is  to 
be  found  among  the  Weft-Indian  blacks  j 
and  perhaps  in  England  itfelf,  the  compa- 
rifon might  in  fome  inftances  turn  out  in 
favour  of  the  Weft  Indies.  The  compari- 
fons  have  been  already  made,  nor  is  it  my 
intention  to  repeat  them  here  at  large;  I 
only  mean  to  attribute  flavery,  like  all  other 
conditions  of  life,  to  the  operations  of 
Divine  Providence,  and  to  confider  the 
negroes  as  in  a  Hate  to  which  it  has  pleafed 
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God  to  call  them.  In  that  ftate  much  has  been 
done,  and  much  may  yet  be  done,  to  render 
theu*  exiftence  comfortable,  and  in  a  con- 
iiderable  degree  happy ;  but  a  fudden  tran- 
fition  from  that  ftate  to  the  degree  of  inde* 
pendence  enjoyed  by  their  mailers,  would 
rather  be  to  plunge  them  into  mifery  than 
to  extricate  them  from  it.  Again  I  beg  you 
to  believe  me  a  friend  to  real  liberty ;  but 
happinefs  is  our  fubjed,  and  if  the  queftion 
be,  whether  there  can  be  any  without  liberty, 
thereby  meaning  the  uncontrolled  diredion 
of  time  and  employment,!  have  no  fcruple  in 
affirming  that  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  human 
nature,  and  particularly  among  the  blacks, 
the  want  of  liberty  is  not  inconfiftent  with 
a  portion  of  happinefs  fuperior  to  what  is 
enjoyed  by  many  who  are  deemed  free : 
not  the  happinefs  of  educated  minds,  but 
what  is  generally  termed  happinefs  in  the 
mafs  of  mankind,  a  certainty  of  being  pro* 
vided  for  through  life,  and  agreeable  feel- 
ings in  their  intercourfe  among  themfelves. 
Slavery,  in  the  manner  it  has  exifted,  muft 
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any 


(    409    ) 

any  degree  of  feeling  or  underftanding,  but 
as  it  is  capable  of  being  modified,  and  as  it 
is  modified  by  humane  mafters^  it  prefents 
not  thofe  horrors  which  fome  lively  imagi- 
nations and  good  hearts  attach  to  it.  That 
the  flate  of  it  in  the  Wefl  Indies  previous 
to  the  time  of  our  prefent  inquiry,  was  in- 
confiflent  in  many  refpedls  with  the  princi- 
ples of  humanity,  there  is  ample  teftimony. 
In  the  conlideration  of  avarice,  the  welfare 
of  the  negro  was  too  frequently  forgotten ; 
labour  was  pufhed  to  an  enormous  excefs, 
and  the  modes  of  coercion  were  difgraceful 
and  barbarous.  But  there  was  alfo  a  num- 
ber of  good  mafters  at  all  times,  and  thefe 
generally  were  the  Wefl-Indians  them- 
£el ves ;  for,  flrange  as  it  is,  the  cruelties  we 
have  fo  much  reprobated,  were  chiefly  to 
be  charged  to  Europeans,  not  indeed  men 
of  refined  education,  but  fuccefsful  adven- 
turers.  It  is  not,  however,  my  taik  to 
expofe  a  monder  no  longer  exifling,  let  us 
therefore  turn  from  the  paft,  and  take  a 
view  of  the  prefent  condition  of  the  negroes 
in  Jamaica. 

The 
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The  negroes  arc  the  labourers  of  the 
country;  their  working  does  not  depend 
upon  their  will,  nor  is  it  the  refult  of  their 
immediate  corporeal  neceflities,  but,  in 
confequence  of  their  relative  fituation,  they 
are  called  upon  to  cultivate  the  foil,  and 
perform  every  bufinefs  enjoined  them,  as 
a  duty ;  and  this  duty  they  arc  compelled 
to  perform.  The  mode  of  labouring  is 
adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  culture  in 
which  they  are  engaged,  and  is  much  the 
fame  as  defcribed  in  the  fuccinft  hiftory 
of  Jamaica.  In  the  colonial  laws  relative 
to  them,  we  fee  the  following  regulations 
and  ordinances :  Mafters,  who  are  pro- 
prietors  of  lands,  are  obliged  to  allot  and 
appoint  a  fpflicient  quantity  of  land  for 
every  flave  he  has,  and  allow  him  fufEcient 
time  for  working  it,  and  are  moreover 
bound  to  have  other  grounds,  at  Ipaft  one 
acre  for  every  ten  negroes,  planted  in 
ground-provifions  (or  the  ufe  of  his  flaves ; 
and  every  planter  negledling  the  care  of 
thefe  grounds,  forfeits  fifty  pounds.  Mailers 
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the  maiatenance  of  their  negroes  by  fome 
other  means.  All  owners  are  bound  to 
keep  their  fick,  aged^  or  difabled  negroes^ 
and  to  provide  them  with  wholefome  ne- 
celTaries  of  life ;  to  clothe  them  every  year ; 
and  to  inftru£k  them  in  the  Chriftian  reli- 
gion. Perfons  mutilating  negroes  are  to 
be  fined  and  imprifoned ;  and  in  ver7 
atrocious  cafes,  where  the  owners  are  con<« 
vided  of  the  offence,  the  flaves  fo  abufed 
are  to  be  made  free,  and  the  fine  of  a 
hundred  pounds  paid  to  the  veftry  of  the 
parilh,  who  in  confideration  thereof,  is  to 
pay  the  enfranchifed  negro  ten  pounds 
a-year  during  his  life  ;  and  the  juftices  and 
veftry  are  appointed  a  council  of  protedion 
for  fuch  (laves.  Whoever  wantonly,  wil- 
lingly, or  bloody-mindedly,  kills,  or  caufes 
to  be  killed,  any  flave,  is  to  fuffer  death 
without  benefit  of  clergy.  Whoever  wan- 
tonly or  cruelly,  whips,  maltreats,  beats, 
bruifes,  wounds,  or  confines,  without  fuf- 
ficient  fupport,  any  flave  or  flaves,  is  liable 
to  fine  and  imprifonment*  All  arbitrary 
puaifhment  is  reftrained  fo  far,  that  if  the 
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crime  committed  is  deemed  to  deferve  more 
than  ten  lafhes,  it  (hall  not  be  inflided  on 
any  plantat|<m  or  fettlement,  but  in  the 
fMrefence  of  tbe  owner^  attorney,  guardian^ 
executor,  or  adminiftrator,  or  overfeer  of 
the  place,  under  whofe  care  the  flare  is ; 
nor  in  any  workhoufe  or  jail,  but  in  the 
preience  of  tbe  fupervifor  or  keeper,  and 
on  no  account  (hall  they  puniih  a  flave 
with  more  thati  thirty-nine  laihes ;  or  caufe 
him  to  be  whipped  twice  in  one  day,  or 
a  fecond  time  before  the  delinquent  is 
recovered  from  the  effeds  of  any  former 
puniihment  Putting  iron  collars  on  ilaves, 
and  loading  them  with  heavy  chains,  are 
prohibited  under  a  fevere  penalty.  Sick, 
old,  or  difabled  negroes,  deferted  by  the 
owners  not  to  be  found,  are  to  be  taken 
care  of  by  the  pari(h.  The  negroes  are 
allowed  holidays  at  particular  times  in  the 
year  under  certain  political  reftridtions; 
and  one  day  in  every  fortnight  to  cultivate 
their  own  grounds,  befides  Sundays.  They 
are  not  to  be  compelled  to  work  upon  the 
plantation  before  five  in  the  morning,  or 
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after  fcven  at  night,  except  during  crop ; 
and  in  the  day  they  are  to  be  allowed  half 
an  hour  for  breakfaft,  and  two  hours  for 
dinnen     Annual  accounts  of  the  births 
and  deaths  of  negroes  are  to  be  given  in 
to  the  veftries  of  the  refpedive  pariflies, 
and  the  furgeons  attending  the  negroes  are 
alfo  required  to  make  annual  returns  of 
their  deaths,  under  the  penalty  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds  for  every  negledl  of  return. 
After  balancing  the  ftatements  of  births 
and  deaths,  if  the  population  of  any  eftate 
is  found  to  be  increafed,  Jthe  overfeer  is 
entitled  to  a  reward  from  the  proprietor 
of  three  pounds  for  every  one  on  the 
encreafed  lift,  and  the  fum  is  repaid  to  the 
proprietor  by  a  dedudion  from  his  taxes* 
Every  female  having  fix  children  living 
is  exempted  from  hard  labour;  and  her 
owner  from  every  tax  on  her  account,  if 
file  is  provided  with  the  means  of  an  eafy 
and  comfortable  maintenance.  Slaves  charg- 
ed with  offences  for  'which  they  are  liable 
to  be  puni(hed  with  death  or  tranfportation, 
are  to  be  tried  by  a  jury  con(ifting  of  nine 
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jurors,  fuch  as  are  ufually  warned  and  itn- 
pannellcd  to  ferve  oa  juries,  at  a  flave-court 
held  for  the  purpofe  before  three  juftices. 
The  execution  of  a  flave  fentenced  to  death 
b  to  be  performed  in  a  public  and  folemn 
manner,  and  by  no  other  mode  than  that 
of  hanging ;  and  when  feveral  are  capitally 
convided  for  the  fame  offence,  one  only 
is  to  fufier  death,  except  in  cafes  of  murder 
and  rebellion.  The  proceedings  on  thefe 
trials  are  to  be  recorded.  Inferior  crimes 
and  mifdemeanors  are  punifhable  in  a  more 
fummary  manner,  on  a  hearing  before  two 
juftices  of  the  peace,  who  are  empowered 
to  infli£t  punifhments,  not  exceeding  fifty 
laflies,  or  fix  months  confinement  to  hard 
labour. 

Such  are  the  ordinances  for  the  protec- 
tion and  comfort  of  the  negroes,  and 
for  the  encouragement  of  population;  a 
more  humane  or  liberal  code,  confiftent 
with  the  relation  of  matter  and  flave,  it 
is  hardly  pofllble  to  invent  or  devife ;  and  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  human  nature  it  may  not 
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unreafonably  be  deemed  by  men  of  feafe 
and  fenfibility,  an  adequate  compenfation 
for  the  various  reftridtions  neceflarily 
impofed  on  that  liberty,  or  freedom  of 
agency  fo  much  talked  of,  and  fo  little 
known. 

No,  fay  fome  philanthropifts,  we  cannot 
let  the  planters  off  fo  eafily:  thefe  ordi« 
nances  may  be  mighty  fine  in  contempla- 
tion, but  are  they  e£Bcient  in  praAice? 
Is  there  any  fuch  thing  as  a  council  of 
protection,  who  are  adkive  in  efpoufing 
the  intereils  of  the  negroes,  and  to  whom 
they  dare  fly  when  injured  ?  How  are  we 
to  rid  our  imagination  of  the  annoyance 
created  by  the  ideas  we  have  received 
of  the  fudden  thunder  of  the  cattle,  or  cart, 
whip?  Do  not  we  know  that  the  poor 
innocent  creatures  are  feized  by  inhuman 
catchpoles,  torn  from  their  houfes  and 
friends,  and  fold  as  chattels  for  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  ?  Is  religion  cultivated 
among  them  ?  Is  not  the  Lord's  Day 
the  one  particularly  devoted  to  working 
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the  negro-grounds,  and  carrying  provifions 
to  market  I 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  fome  improve* 
meats  in  ptadice  yet  remain  to  be  made 
in  order  to  perfeft  the  colonial  fyftem, 
and  to  render  it  fully  eflScient.  "  But/* 
fay  the  colonifls^  ^^  is  nothing  done  till 
nought  remains  to  be  done  ?  Will  you 
deftroy  the  building  becaufe  the  architrave 
x)f  the  portico  is  incomplete?  In  what 
country  are  the  laws  fully  and  univerfally 
efficient  ?  Is  it  in  Britain  ?  No.  We  can 
only,  therefore,  repeat  the  language  wc 
have  already  addrefled  to  our  fovereign,  that 
"  no  opportunity,  no  circumftance  which 
may  enable  us  to  make  further  provifions^ 
to  fecure  every  perfon  in  the  ifland,  the 
certain,  immediate,  and  adive  protedlion 
of  the  law,  fhall  be  negledled." 

Taking  it  for  granted  that  this  decla- 
ration is  fincere,  let  us  fee  how  far  their 
opponeats  are  founded  in  the  obfervations 
and  quellions   above   dated,  and   inquire 

what 
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what  is  yet  to  be  done  to  complete  the 
hope  of  rational  humanity,  and  the  triumph 
of  the  colonifts.  The  Council  of  Pro- 
tedlion,  the  idea  of  which  is  noble,  is  not 
veiled  in  hands  fufficiently  adtive,  and  the 
powers  lodged  in  it  ought  to  be  placed 
elfewhere.  But  where  ?  There  is  the 
difficulty.  If,  however,  the  planters  be 
fincere,  it  may  be  overcome.  If  oppreflion 
be  really  deteftable  in  their  eyes,  the  pro- 
fecution  of  thofe  guilty  of  it  will  be 
accounted  honourable.  Let  men  of  edu« 
cation,  unconne<3;ed  with  the  diftrifts  in 
which  they  are  to  a(^,  be  appointed  to 
hold  the  Council  of  Protection  as  an  office 
for  inquiry  into  abufes  and  infringements 
of  the  law ;  let  them  have  fubordinat^ 
officers  i  and,  inflead  of  annexing  to  them 
the  ideas  raifed  by  inqbifitors  and  informers, 
let  them  be  every  where  elleemed  as  the 
guardians  of  humanity,  valued  for  their 
energy,  and  prized  for  enforcing  laws, 
which  have  only  to  be  executed  with 
fpiiit  to  reflet  all  their  glory  on  the 
Vol.  IL  .  £  e  cQ^y, 
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colony^  and  filence   its   enemies*.      Till 
this,  or  fome  fimilar  plan,  be  adopted,  till 
a  mode  of  obtaining  pure  evidence  with 
eafe  be  devifed,  Liicre  noble  ordinances  mufl: 
in  fome  parts  flumber,  and  will  be  con- 
fidered  by  the  adverfaries  of  the  colonial 
fyftem  as  mere  blinds.     But  let  me  not 
be   mifunderftood ;    for    in    venturing    to 
fugged  the  idea  of  an  efficacious  means, 
I  am  far  from  intending  to  grant,  that  at 
this  day  the  generality  of  Weft  India  pro- 
prietors ftand  in  need  of  any  other  obferver 
than  the  demigod  of  the  bofom,  or  that 
inftances  of  oppreflion  are  now  very  com- 
mon ;  nor  let  it  be  forgotten,  that  fince 
the  paffing  of  the  confolidated  law,  feveral 
perlbns   have  fufFered   death   for  wanton 
injuries  and  feverity  to  their  flaves  from 
which    they    died ;    but    it    is    too    well 
known,  that  on  eftates  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  proprietors,  little  attention  is  paid 

^  In  the  iiland  of  Grenadai  the  juftices  are  required  to 
nominate  annually  three  freeholders  to  be  GMar£atu  of  At 
Slavfif  who  are  to  take  an  oath  to  fee  the  law  duly  exe^ 
Ctttcd^ 
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to  the  welfare,  to  the  fupport,  and  comfort 
of  the  negroes.  The  Council  of  Protedion 
ihould  keep  a  RnGt  eye  on  all  eftates  in 
the  hands  of  fuch  agents  as  were  defcribed 
in  my  lafl:  letter;  and  watch  over  every 
claufe  of  the  law  in  favour  of  the  n^oea 
with  a  jealous  vigilance. 

The  mode  adopted  to  enforce  obedience 
on  eftates,  is  pregnant  with  offence  to  the 
advocates  of  freedom.  I  hate  the  cattle- 
whip  as  much  as  any  one  can  do,  and 
am  of  opinion  that  the  entire  abolitioa 
of  it  would  not  be  in  the  leaft  injurious 
to  the  interefts  of  the  planter.  Ancient 
cuftom  is  no  good  plea  in  behalf  of  its 
continuance.  The  bead-man,  or,  as  he  is 
unluckily  called,  the  Driver,  would  per* 
haps  loofe  fome  little  dignity  in  his  own 
conceit  by  being  deprived  of  this  badg^ 
of  authority,  but  as  in  fadl  his  voice 
anfwers  all  the  purpofe  of  his  whip,  he 
might  be  very  eafily  confoled  by  giving 
him  a  laced  hat,  and  a  long  ftaff  with  a 
round  knob  like  a  drum-major's,  for  like 
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that  it  has  in  the  hands  of  the  head-man 
been  long  a  mere  enfign  of  office,  and 
we  have  but  to  turn  to  the  confolidated 
law,  to  fee  what  little  ufe  can  be  made  of 
it  by  him,  and  of  courfe  decide  for  our- 
felves  whether  it  can  be  made  the  cru^l 
inftrument  of  equalizing  the  exertions  of 
poor  weakly  negroes  with  thofe  of  the 
ftrong  and  vigorous.  This  is  one  of  the 
worft  charges  brought  againft  the  planter ; 
this  is,  indeed,  where  pradiifed,  amafling 
wealth  at  the  expence  of  the  life  of  man.  It 
is  not  often  pra^Stifed  in  Jamaica,  I  truft  it  is 
difcontinued  in  every  other  ifland  where  it 
has  been  known.  To  (hut  this  mouth  of 
clamour,  the  planter  would  do  well  to 
confider  whether  it  would  not  be  better 
to  fubftitute  for  daily  labour  a  certain 
ftated  portion  of  work,  when  it  can  be 
fet  off.  Such  talks  are  given  and  per- 
formed with  eafe  in  America,  where  the 
proprietors  are  gainers  by  it,  and  it  might 
probably  be  attended  with  equal  fuccefs 
in  the  Weft  Indies.  Many  planters,  dif- 
liking  the  noife  of  the  cattle-whip,  have 
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aboliflicd  the  ufe  of  it  on  their  eftatesj 
but  what  a  bugbear  it  is  to  philanthropifts, 
will  be  feen  from  the  following  anecdote. 
For  many  years  this  obnoxious  inftrument 
was  laid  afide  on  the  eftate  of  a  gentleman, 
who  was  not  Only  difturbed  with  the  noife 
of  it,  but  was  convinced  that  it  did  little 
good.  There  being,  however,  a  variety  of 
offences  which  it  was  neceffary  to  check, 
culprits  were  brought  up  to  the  overfeer, 
and  received  from*  about  fix  to  twelve 
lafhes,  laid  on  with  a  fmall  kind  of  foldier's 
cat-o-nine- tails  ;  nor  in  any  inftance  of 
delinquency,  however  atrocious,  did  the 
punifhinent  exceed  thi^ee  dozen.  In  the 
courfe  of  time,  fome  of  the  venerable  old 
negroes,  who  had  long  confidered,  and 
juftly  too,  that  they  had  done  work  enough 
in  their  day  to  entitle  them  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  eafe  for  the  reft  of  their  lives, 
and  who  in  fadl  were  never  called  upon 
to  work,  waited  upon  their  mafter  to  prefer 
a  ferious  complaint  againft  the  cat-o-nine- 
tails.  They  alleged  that  it  gave  all  the 
negroes  who  were  punifhed  with  it  dif- 
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orders  in  the  inteftines,  and  tbat  it  had 
the  eflftdt  of  preventing  their  wives  from 
breeding,  ^  or  they  fhould  certainly  have 
bad  more  children.  Each  of  thefe  men 
had  a  young  wife,  having  plenty  to  main- 
tain  her  with;  and  the  fecret  fpring  of 
the  complaint  preferred  proved  to  be,  that 
the  gallants  of  the  young  wives  incited 
them  to  perfuade  the  old  men  to  make 
this  reprefentation,  and  try  to  effedt  the 
abolition  of  the  cat,  and  the  reftoration  of 
the  whip.  On  the  queftion  being  put  to 
the  negroes  in  general,  one  and  all  declared 
that  things  would  go  on  much  better  for 
the  change,  which  their  perfeverance  ob- 
tained to  their  great  joy. 

The  next  charge  againft  the  colonifts  is 
of  the  mod  ferious  nature,  and  which, 
however  difficult  to  remedy,  it  is  im- 
poilible  to  defend.  Aware  that  the  con* 
fideration  of  it  has  been  propofed  to  them 
by  his  Majelly's  minifters,  and  confident 
that  they  would  gladly  adopt  any  expe- 
dient, not  pregnant  with  commercial  con- 
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fudon,  to   remove   this   evil,   I  will   not 
fufier  my  pea  to  exprefs  my  fentiments 
upon  it.      I   will   only   obferve   that  the 
tScCts  of  the  credit  laws  call  loudly  upon 
the  colonillB  for  amendment.     The  Britifii 
a&$  of  parliament  that  made  negroes  chat- 
tels for  the  payment  of  debts  have  been 
repealed,  but  no  plan  has  yet  been  derifed 
to  tempt  the  colonial  legiflature  to  venture 
upon  an   alteration  of  the   interior  la^ 
in  this  refped:.     But  while  this  grievance 
remains  the  greateft,  if  not  the  only,  blot 
on  the  colonial  fyftem,  that  fyftem  will 
remain  vulnerable;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  defire  of  perfeding  their  code 
will  lead  the  colonifts  to  the  difcovery  of 
fome  wife  expedient,  to  prevent  the  cruelties 
unavoidably  arifing  from  the  execution  of 
civil  fuits.    While  cruelties  charged  to  indi- 
viduals are  reprobated  and  fuppreffed,  thofe 
fpringing  from  the  laws  muft  not  be  fuf- 
fered  to  remain  a  difgrace  to  the  legiflature, 
whom  it  behoves  to  recolledk  their  own 
language,  when  the  fubje£fc  was  in  unifon 
with  their  interefts.     Being  called  upon 

Ee  4  by 


* 

■■A 


(    4H    ) 

by  the  government  to  raife  among  the 
flaves  a  corps  of  pioneers,  what  did  the 
Houfc  of  Aflembly  fay?  This:  "  In  what- 
ever manner  the  Icgiflature  of  this  ifland 
might  affefs  the  inhabitants,  to  raife  the 

number  required  for  the  intended  corps, 
much  diftrefs,  and  even  cruelty,  would 
refult,  as  the  negroes  would  be  torn  from 
their  fettlements,  their  families,  and  from 
every  other  tie  and  connexion  dear  to 
them,** 

We  are  now  to  confidcr  the  negleft  of 
religion,  a  fubjedt  than  which  there  cannot 
be  one  more  important  to  the  mind  of 
man.  The  world  has  long  had  in  its 
view  the  extraordinary  fight  of  a  Chriftian 
community  fupporting  in  the  bofom  of 
their  country  a  population  of  heathens, 
nearly  ten  times  more  numerous  than 
themfelves,  without  any  pains  being  taken 
to  lead  them  to  a  fenfc  of  the  probationary 
ftate  of  man,  of  his  fall,  and  of  his  re- 
demption. That  fo  many  hundred  thcu- 
fands  of  men  in  the  Weft  Indies  fhould 
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be  fufFered  to  remain  in  fuch  ignorance  . 
and  irreligion,  is  a  fcandal  that  could  not'  ^ 
efcape  the  juft,  though  fevere,  animad- 
vcrfions  of  the  advocates  of  Africa.  The 
juftnefs  of  the  cenfure  was  felt,  and  wc 
find  a  claufe  in  the  confolidated  law  enabl- 
ing, that  all  mailers  and  miflrefTes,  owners, 
or,  in  their  abfence,  overfcers  of  flaves, 
£ha]],  as  much  as  in  them  lies,  endeavour 
to  have  their  flavcs  inflrufted  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Chriflian  religion,  to  fit  them 
for  baptifm,  and  to  caufe  them  to  •  be 
baptifed  when  made  fenfible  of  a  deity, 
and  the  Chriflian  faith.  It  has  alfo  been 
made  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the  clergy,  to 
attend  at  their  churches  for  the  purpoie 
of  inftrufting  negroes  who  will  come  to 
them.  By  thefe  ordinances,  be  they  ever 
fo  much  negledled,  the  legiflature  has  done 
its  duty  J  for  what  coercive  meafure  can 
be  adopted  to  enforce  an  injundion,  the 
obfervance  of  which,  in  the  flate  of  religion 
in  every  part  of  thp  Britifli  empire,  is  left 
to  the  confciences  of  men?     Is  there  in 
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this  country  any  puniHiment  for  thofe  who 
negledl  the  religious  inftruftion  of  their 
children  or  domeftics  ?  Would  any  mode 
of  coercion  be  tolerate^?  All  that  has 
been  done,  all  that  can  be  done,  by  legif* 
lative  means  in  England,  has  been  done 
in  Jamaica*.  Mafters  are  enjoined  to 
promote  religion,  churches  arc  opened  for 
the  devout,  and  the  clergy  are  bound  to 
inftrud.  The  reft  muft  be  the  refult  of 
pnnciples  and  manners.  The  truth,  and 
for  fpeaking  the  truth  I  know  I  (hall  be 
forgiven  by  thofe  who  are  not  touched  by 
It,  is,  that  religion  is  fliamcfully  neglefted 
by  thofe  who  profefs  themfelves  Chriftians, 
and  if  the  laws  on  the  fubjedk  are  abortive, 
it  is  greatly  owing  to  the  abfencc  of  all 

•  Laws  for  the  obfcrrancc  of  the  Sabbath-day  are 
feldom  known  to  produce  much  reform  in  irreh'gious 
conduA;  but  notwithftanding  what  I  have  remarked  re- 
fpe^ling  the  law  of  Jamaica,  there  feema  to  be  wanting 
a  daufe  to  prevent  madcrs,  or  others,  working  their 
negroes  on  a  Sunday.  The  hcavieft  penalties  (hould  be 
laid  on  this  mlfdemeanor.  Tliough  far  fiom  being  a 
general  pradlicc,  inftances  of  it  occur,  particularly  In  cairy- 
ing  canes  to  the  mill, 
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devotion  among  the  white  people  on  the 
plantations.     Religion   is  fcarcely  known 
to  be  attended  to,  except  on  fome  pro- 
perties   belonging    to    Moravians   in   the 
pariihes  of  St.  Elizabeth  and  Weftmorc- 
land,   and   a   few   other   diflenters.     The 
Moravians  defer ve  great  credit  for   their 
perfeverance  in  maintaining  religious  prin« 
ciples  among  their  negroes,  yet  unforto* 
nately  it  happens  that  proprietors,  living 
in  England,   are   led   away  by  a  certain 
reputation  for   management  obtained  by 
fome  men  whom  they  appoint  their  attor« 
nies,   men   who    differ   in    opinion   with 
them   refpeding    the    utility   of  religious 
eftablifhments.      But   why  ihould   Mora- 
vians, why  fhould  Catholics,  be  more  fuc« 
cefsful  in  propagating  the  gofpel,  than  the 
minifters  of  the  Church  of  England?     A 
learned,  good,  and  venerable  prelate  twenty 
years  ago,  afcribed  their  failure  to  obflacles 
arifmg  from  the  abjed  condition  of  the 
blacks,  and  the  erroneous  conceptions  of 
their  mailers,  that  baptifm  inferred  eman- 
cipation^ 
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cipation  *.  But  this  error,  and  the  ob- 
Hacles  he  enumerates,  have  been  long 
removed :  it  is  now  eleven  years  fmce  the 
confolidated  law  of  Jamaica  was  palTed, 
yet  religion  in  the  hands  of  our  clergy 
makes  little  or  no  progrefs  among  the 
negroes :  all  fuccefs  ilill  accompanies  Dif- 
fenters,  as  it  did  before  the  improve- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  negroes* 
"  If  fuch  be  the  efleds  even  of  erro- 
neous  fyftems  of  faith,  what  might  not 
be  expedled  from  the  do&rines  of  the 
Church  of  England,  inculcated  with  equal 
zeal  f  ?"  In  this  fentence  is  the  fecret 
of  our  failure  difclofcd.  Zeal  is  the  great 
fpring  of  fuccefs  in  religious  conver* 
fions,  and  it  is  an  undeniable  truth  that, 
exalted  as  our  clergy  are  by  learning, 
talents,  piety,  and  virtue,  in  zeal  they  arc 
generally  defective.  I  write  with  reve- 
rence, nor  do  I  in  this  obfervation  mean 

*  Sermon  preached  before  the  Incorporated  Society  for 
the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  foreign  Parts,  Feb  23, 
1783,  by  the  BIfhop  of  Chcfter,  now  Bifhop  of  Loiulca. 
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to  caft  the  flighted  difrefpedl  on  a  body- 
whofe   funftions    are    in    my    mind    moft 
fublime  and  holy,  and  among  whom  there 
are   fo    many    charadlers    equal    to    their 
fundtions.     What  is  neceflary  in  the  cha- 
racter of  a   miflionary   is   not  fo  in   that 
of  a   Proteftant    clergyman    fixed   among 
Chriftian  parifliioners,  and  in  whofe  edu- 
cation a  variety  of  circumftances  combine 
to   degrade  enthufiafm,  and  to  defpoll  it 
even   of  its  real  value.     He  reafons  with 
his  congregation,  and  perfuades  them  in 
the  gentle  language  of  friendly  and  pa* 
ternal  admonition,  but  he  is  above  enlifting 
their  paflions  and  their  fenfes.     The  habits 
of  polite  life,   to    which   as  a  gentleman 
he  is   early   introduced,    alfo   render  him 
unfit  to  be  employed  as  a  miflionary :  he 
does    not    mingle,    he   does   not   aflbciate 
with   uninformed    minds.      If  ever  he  is 
feen  in  the  cottages  of  the  peafants,  it  is 
beftowing  alms,  or  adminiftering  the  facra- 
ment  to  fome  departing  fpirit.     He  goes 
not  habitually  to  converfe  on  the  burden 
of  life  and  the  joys  of  heaven,  oo  the 
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fins  of  man  and  the  grace  of  Chrift,  on 
repentance  and  remiflion.  In  {hort  his 
example  and  his  general  admonitions  edify 
men  already  chriftians,  \9ho,  born  and  bred 
in  the  fame  country,  require  no  enthufiafm 
to  attach  them  to  their  early  habits :  but 
how  little  adapted  he  is  to  the  tafk  of  con- 
verting heathens  in  foreign  countries,  may 
be  feen  at  home  in  the  fuccefs  obtained 
over  him  by  men,  inferior  to  him  in  every 
refpeft,  who  invade  bis  fold,  and  rob  him 
of  his  flock*  It  is  a  melancholy  truth,  that 
the  negroes  in  our  colonies  have  been  left 
to  a  favage  heathenifm,  while  thofe  of  the 
catholic  countries  have  been  inftruded  in 
chriftianity*  It  ought  to  be  known  that 
when  the  revolution  of  France  drove  the 
priefts  to  perifh  in  exile,  or  exift  on  the 
bounty  of  ftrangers,  the  black  chriftians  of 
Martinique  fent  them  occalional  fuccours 
to  a  confiderable  amount.  Having  heard 
this  circumftancc  from  the  bifliop  of  Troyes 
while  he  was  refiding  in  England,  I  wrote 
to  him  after  he  became  biftiop  of  Meaux  for 
ibme  information  on  the  fubje^  and  at  the 
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fame  time  I  requeded  his  opinion  on  the 
caufes  of  the  fuperior  fuccefs  of  the  catholic 
miffionaries.    In  his  anfwer  he  fays,  "  The 
efprit  de  corps  that  animated  our  miffion- 
aries,  efpecially    the    Jefuits,    gave  great 
energy  to  their  endeavours.     Their  cha- 
rafters  and  talents  were  ftudied  by  an  able, 
and  fole  fuperior,  who  felefted  thofe  he 
thought  beft  fitted  for  the  miffion.     Chrif- 
tian  obedience,  pufhed  to  the  higheft  degree 
of  perfeftion  and  my  (lie  enthufiafm,  was 
the  foul  of  thofe  inftitutions.     To  this  add 
the  advantage  which  celebacy  gives  to  our 
miffionaries,  by  keeping   them  free  from 
family  cares,  conjugal  folicitude,  and  anx- 
iety to  provide  for  children,  fo  that  the 
mind  is  wholly  devoted  to  its  objeA.     I 
think,  too,  that  thofe  of  our  clergy  who  are 
truly  religious,  are  more  zealous  for  the 
falvation  of  fouls,  than  are  thofe  of  your 
church  though    equally    religious.      Not- 
withftanding  what  is  faid  of  the  fuperflu- 
ity  of  our  ceremonies,  I  have  fometimes 
thought  that  your  clergymen  confine  them- 
felves  more  than  ours  to  the  externals  of 
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the  church-fervice,  and  to  eloquent  fermond 
on  ftated  days.  We  attend  more  to  indivi- 
duals, in  ficknefs,  and  other  cafes.  Our 
bidu>p6  labour  more  to  form  men  for  the 
priefthoody  and)  when  ordained,  moreclofe-* 
ly  examine  and  dired  their  condudl.  Your 
clergy,  I  fear,  rather  confidcr  their  bifliops 
as  inftitutors  and  collators  to  benefices, 
than  look  up  to  them  as  fpiritual  fathers, 
beloved  and  revered.  This  was  alfo  the 
cafe  with  ours,  but  lefs  generally,  if  I  may 
depend  upon  my  obfervations.  I  cannot 
give  you  a  circumftaiitial  account  relative 
to  the  fuccours  I  received  for  my  clergy  by 
means  of  the  negroes  of  Martinique.  The 
letters,  which  were  written  at  the  beginning 
of  this  pious  work,  arc  moll  of  them  de- 
ftroyed  ;  and  indeed  my  worthy  cure  fel- 
dom  Icjitme  more  than  general  ftatemcnts. 
He  ymought  the  negroes  really  good,  and 
very  grateful  for  the  kindnefs  bellowed 
upon  them.  He  loved  them  as  his  chil- 
drgju  took  care  of  them,  inftrufted  their 
time  ones,  went  frequently  to  vifit  the 
ilck,  and  made  himfelf  of  ufe  to  them  in  all 

c  their 
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thiir  little  interefts  and  concerns.  He  died 
in  about  three  or  four  years,  in  confequence 
of  fatigue,  exceffive  perfpirations  and  exer- 
tions, in  the  long  and  frequent  journies  he 
took  to  fee  and  ferve  them.  While  he  was 
alive,  they  were  heard  to  fay,  that  he  muft 
certainly  be  Ghrift  himfelf  come  again  on 
earth  to  comfort  them.  What  faith,  fenfi- 
bility,  precious  ignorance,  and  amiable 
iimpUcity,  does  this  expreffion  difplay!  and 
what  a  eulogy  on  him  who  was  the  inno-* 
cent  occafion  of  it !" 

I  cannot  do  juftice  to  the  original  letter^ 
and  I  have  therefore  enclofed  it  to  you^. 

You 

♦  **  What  can  I  fay  to  you,  roy  dear  fn'cnd  ?  When  I  re- 
ceived  your  melancholy  news,  fo  ternble,  fo  unexpe6^ed,  my 
only  wifh  was  to  mingle  my  tears  with  yours,  and  to  infpire 
your  poor  heart  with  a  fortitude  which  fpems  above  our 
natural  weaknefs. 

*'  J'  aibeaucoup  voyag^  demierement  pour  finir  un  tra- 
▼ail  relatif  k  mon  nouveau  Diocefe;  ct  depuis  que  j'aj 
appris  cette  fatale  nouvelle,  je  porte  partout  avec  moi  le 
fouTenir  de  cette  chert  eofant,  de  vos  douleurs,  des  agonies 
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You  may  pafs  over  tbe  firft  page,  unleft 

you  choofe  to  read  the  efiufion  of  a  noble 

heart 


de  tout  qui  r^ntouroity  ct  dont  cHe  faiToit  k  bonhcur.  Ce 
n'cfl  pa*  dk  qo^  jc  pbii%  car  dk  eft  toBib6e  en  de  bonnea 
nupna*  et  Unt  Ac  andeory  de  piet^,  ct  d'inaoccocc  ne  pen* 
vent  pas  mencr  au  maHiciir.  Maia  toiu  1  mais  Ok  pauvre 
merey  et  fon  aimabk  et  (enfibk  foeur :  fout  ^tcs  tous  a 
plaindre,  je  k  fens ;  je  fens  encore  que  je  n'ai  nen  a  dire 
pour  voof  coofoler.  J*  attendi  votre  ga^rifon  da  temps,  da 
trifle  plaifiry  que  voiis  wmtz  pits  a  k  pkurer»  et»  par  deflba 
toot,  de  cette  main  bien&iiantc  qui  frappe  et  qui  guerit,  qui 
afllige  et  qui  coofok* 

^  Ce  que  vons  me  demandez  rdatfvement  a  V  etabttffement 
de  h  Religion  Chrttieane  dans  oos  Ifles  d*  Amerique^  m'  eft 
aUbtument  inconnu»  dumoins  quant  aux  details,  et  je  ne 
crois  pas  que  nous  en  ajons  une  hiftoire  particuliere.  Ce 
qui  ccHiecme  St.  Deoiingue  eft  ebaucbe  dans  le  7eme 
volume  des  Uitru  eSfoaies  des  miffionaires  Jefuites:  tous 
y  tronverez  entr'  autres  ks  pkidoyers  oontradidoires,  £uta 
<«  pvekoce  dn  Roi  d'  Efpagoe,  par  I'Evtftque  <k  Darieii 
contre  les  Indiens  de  St.  Domingue,  ct  par  k  vertueuz  Laa* 
Cafas  Eveque  de  Chiappa  en  leur  faveur.  Mail  les  Capa- 
cms  et  ks  Dominiquaiaa  qui  oat  tii  enfuite  dunrges  de  ees 

miCons,  n*ont  pas,  aatant  que  je  k  pais  farolr,  entrctenu 
avec  kurs  Freres  d*EuPope  one  conrefpondrnoe  anft  endje 

qikc  Taroknt  fiut  ks  Jefuites :  as  moins  k  pabiic  n'en  joiiitiL 

pas. 


(    435    ) 

heart  to  ^  wounded  one :  it  ifefen  to  a 
young  friend  of  his,  of  whofe  purityi  piety^ 

and 


pu.  Avec  da  temps  et  det  rechetches,  je  penfe  qu*0Q  en 
vteodroit  k  bout^  furtbilt  qaand  tout  notre  monde,  qui  eft 
encore  oh  peu  diTperft,  fera  mieux  raflembU.  Uait  Tout  £tet> 
jpreffiSf  et  en  confi^queoce  je  renonce  a  m'en  occuper.  Met 
propret  reflexions  for  le  fiicces  de  nos  Miffionaires  et  le 
manque  it  fuccis  des  ^tfes,  ne  Tont  pas  loin,  faute  df 
fttoir'bien  les  ciroomftances  refpe^res.  h*  efprit  de  Corps 
qui  animoit  les  notres,  furtout  ks  J^fuites,  ajoutoit  beau* 
coup  d'^nergie  a  leur  adion.  Un  Superieur  unique  ob* 
fenroit  les  fujeUf  leurs  difpofitions,  leur  capacity,  et  envoyoit 
ceux  qo'il  croyoit  les  pins  propres  ^  la  befogne.  L'  ob^ifiancw 
Chrfttknne,  pouflik  an  plus  haut  d^gr^  de  la  perfedlon 
cvaagdiquey  faiibft  I'ame  de  ces  inftitutiont.  Ajoutec 
le  cflibatt  qui  rend  nos  Miffionaires  d^gag&  des  foins  d'une 
fiuBiIle,  du  parCage  des  affe^kions,  et  de  P  inquietude  fur  la 
ibrt  des  enfans ;  de  forte  que  Tame  eft  toutc  enti^  k  V  otjet 
qui  Penflanune,  et  fans  aucune  diftra6Uon. 

'  '*  Je  penCe  encore  que  les  fujets  rraiment  pieux  de  notre 
^lerge  ont  en  gto^ral  un  zile  plus  a6Uf  pour  k  (alut  dea 
ames,  que  ceux  de  V  Eglife  Anglicane  qui  femblcnt  atoir 
autant  it  piit€*  Quoiqu'on  dife  parmi  tous  de  la  fupec* 
finite  des  ceremonies  Romainesi  j'ai  cm  Toir  que  vos  Pl-^trca 
te  bonuMent  plus  que  les  notres  k  I'exterieur  do  lenrioa 
difiot  et  d'one  predtcation  oratoire  k  des  jours  taarquis* 
Nous  psienons  pl«s  dc  (bin  des  maladcs,  et  de  I*  inftru&ioo 

F  f  a  .  Chrfiticnnt 
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and  innocence  he  had  been  a  witnefs  for 
iomc  years ;  to  a  young  friend  of  mine^ 

;  whofe 


Cbrt'iicnnc  Ues  cnfans.  Not  Evequcs  s'occupcnt  davantage 
A  former  Ice  fiycts  pour  le  (accrdoccy  et  Ics  fuivcnt  dc  plus 
prii  dans  rcxamcn  ct  la  diredUon  dc  Icur  conduite  quand 
unc  fots  lis  font  pr^trct.  Enfin  je  crains  que  vot  ]^r6urefl 
ne  voicnt-  plus  fouvent  dans. Icur  Evcquc  ua  coUatcar  de 
Benefices  qu'un  Pcrefpintuelchcri  et  refpede.  Cc  defaut 
aroit  lieu  auifi  parmi  let  notrcs,  matt  moint  g^aeralomcaty 
fi  ti^utcfoU  je  dois  m'cn  rapporter  a  met  ob^emtioot.' 

;  *'  }c  fuis  maiulenant -hort  d'  etat  de  tous  paxler  tTCC 
qudquc  detail  dci  fecours  que  j'ai  rc^ut  pour  let  Ptetret 
du  Diocefc  de  Troyet  et  pour  d*autret  bonnet  ceUTKf^ 
pendant  le  -cours  dc  la  revolution..  Plot  d' une  feit  voiit 
m'avtz  entendu  dire,  avcc  un  tranfport  d'addniratioii  et 
d'  attendrifremcnt,  que  des  fommet  aflcx  coofidciabJet^ 
ni'  clok'ut  envoyccs  par  Jes  negres  de  la  Martinique.  C'eft  a 
lour  pleufc  IfbcralitJ  que  je  failols  allufion,  lorfqu'en  ecri«, 
vanl  21!  r..oIs  d'  Oclubrc  iSoi,  une  Icttrc,  impn'mcc  deputs 
a  pan's,  ct  dont  je  \ous  ai  renuo  un  exemplairet  je  difoit  a 
roes  Vicaircs  GcuJraux  :  '<  Au  moment  6u  j'  ^toit  pres  de 
pcrdrc  toute  cfpcranwc,  dcfi  rcflburces  ioattenduet  m'^uri* 
verent  d*  un  autre  lithmTphere ;  et  kt  hommes  ks  plu» 
denuef!,  cc  fembk»  dc  toute  la  race  bumaine,  viarcnt  an 
fecours  des  paurres  Prctres  dc  mon  Diocefe>  .  O  Provis. 
<koce !  jcbenis  votrc  bonte,  et  j*adore  Yot  Toiet  myflerieuict. 

C^feouri  oDt  etc  plu«  d'  unc  foit  renouiFeUety  &c/* 

«J»ai 
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whofe  friendfliip  with  mc  was  of  the  rareft 
kind,  whofe   prefence  difFufed   happinefs^ 

1-  ^r^ 


hofc 


"  J'  ai  malheurcufcmcnt  detruit  la  plupart  dcs  lettrcs  qui 
mc  furcnt  ecritcs  de  la  Martinique  par  feu  M.  NicI,  cure 
d*  Edance  dans  le  Diocefe  de  Troycs,  et  tranfplante  dans 
c-tte  ifle  en  1794,  par  unc  fuite  de  notre  revolution.  Charge 
de  la  cure  des  noirs  au  Fort  St.  Pierre  de  la  Martinique,  cct 
homme  admirable  et  que  mon  coeur  regretera  toujours,.  fe 
conf^cra  au  fervjce  des  ncgres,  obtint  leur*  conHance  par 
fon  ;Lple  et  fa  charite,  et  m'  envoya  de  terns  a  autre  Ic  prc^* 
duit  de  leurs  ofFrandes  voloiitaires>  pour  le  diflribuer  princir 
palement  a  fes  confieres  difperffs  en  Allemagne,  en  Suiffet 
en  Pologncy  et  en  Angleterre.  II  croyoit  les  ncgres  fon- 
cierement  bons  et  tres  fenfibles  a  la  bonte  qu*on  Icur  temoign- 
oit.  II  les  aimoit  comme  fes  enfans,  prenolt  foin  d'eu\'»  de 
leurs  petits  inter^tSy  inftruifoit  leurs  enfans,  vifitoit  aflidiic- 
xnent  et  confoloit  les  malades.  De  longues  ec  frequeutes 
excurfion^  entrcprifes  pour  les  voir  et  les  fervir,  Tont  con* 
fume  en  peu  d'annees^  par  ia  fatigue,  et  les  fucurs  ex- 
cedives.  De  fon  vivant  on  les  a  entendus  dire  qu'il 
etoit  fureraent  Jefus  Chrift,  defcendu  de  nouveau  fur  h\ 
tcrre  pour  vcnir  a  leur  fccours.  Quelle  foi,  quelle  fcnfi- 
bilite,  quelle  prctieufe  ignorance,  quelle  aimable  fimplicite, 
nc  trouve  t'on  pas  dans  ce  feul  mot  ?  et  quel  cloge  dc  cclui 
qui  en  a  ete  I'occafion  innoccnte. 

*'  Son  fucccfTeur  a  continue  le  mdme  bien,  mais  avcc  des 
^'ecours  aulTi  abondans  pour  mcs  pretres,  je  n'ai  pas  eu  de 

Ff3  lui 
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•vrhok  death  has  atuTed  a  lading  abfence  of 
joy. 

■■''''  »..ii  m    m      *  •    *<  ■■■■■  ■ 

liii  ks  memct  cpanchemcM  du  cceur,  pirccque  jc  ne  k  con- 
ootfiToit  pat  perfonncUemcnt,  qiioiqu'3  fut  firere  de  moo 

• 

d^pie  cur6.  Quant  k  cdm<i,  j'6fe  dire  que  Ton  cceur  etoit 
|e  chef  d'ocntre  de  b  bonte  httniaine»  relev^  par  on  len- 
tmeat  rdigkm  auqod  In  fimfibilite  donnoit  une  giaade 

^  Si  Tovt  dtez  ces  faiu,  park^  pen  de  moi,  finoo  pour 

« 

dire  que  je  Aiit  votre  ami ;  pat  d'anlre  elogc ;  cdniJa  mo 
fiific.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend ;  jc  courrai  mpioa  cet  kiver| 
ct  ponrrai  vous  ccrire  plus  exadcment. 

♦«Parii,3i,0a'*.  i8oa," 
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LETTER    XXI. 

Tie  Subjefi  of  Religion  amtinueJL'^PIanfir  Miffionffrkt 
propofed.  <—  Mnroons.  — •  The  Opinion  §f  a  Miffionafj 
fent  to  Jamaica  in  the  Tear  I'jgt^m^^^Obfervatiom  om 
tie  Danger  apprehended /rom  St,  Domingo.-^ Improkt^ 
Ulity  of  a  general  Infurreffion  in  Jamaica*''^flans  far 
toe  further  Security  if  the  IJland, 

JLiET  US  purfue  the  theme  which  was 
broken  off  by  the  conclufion  of  my  lad 
letter.  The  want  of  zeal,  the  want  of 
example,  and  the  erroneous  extreme  into 
which  philanthropy  runs,  are  the  caufes 
of  the  languid  progrefs  of  religion  among 
the  negroes.  When  the  clergy,  employed 
to  propagate  the  gofpel,  (hall  feel  the 
apoftolic  glow  for  the  falvation  of  fouls; 
when  the  white  people  in  the  colonies 
fhall  2iOi  conformably  to  their  profeflioii 
of  faith ;  and  when  philanthropifts,  who 
preach  to  the  poor  and  wretched  of  Eu- 
rope,  that  this   is  a  world  of  mifery  in 

F  f  4  which 
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which  they  muft  have  patience,  looking  to 
another  for  a  better  condition,  (hall  ceafe 
to  preach  to  the  negroes  that  it  is  a  world 
of  blifs  from  which  they  only  are  ex- 
cluded; we  may  hope  to  fee  realized  the 
pi&urc  that  has  been  drawn  of  focieties 
^  of  truly  Chriilian  negroes,  imprefled 
with  a  juft  fenfe,  and  living  in  the  habitual 
practice  of  the  feveral  duties  they  owe?  to 
God,  to  their  mafters,  to  their  fellow 
labourers,  and  to  themfelves,"  The  de- 
pendence on  the  remote  blifs  of  a  future 
ftate  inculcated  by  our  Saviour,  is  (haken 
by  that  immediate  promife  of  happinefs 
in  emancipation  given  by  fome  who  yet 
confider  themfelves  as  his  difciples.  How- 
ever affluence  may  veil  the  truth  either  in 
Europe  or  the  Weft  Indies,  humility  and 
fubmiflion  are  the  corner  ftones  of  the 
Temple  of  Chrift.  The  facrifices  of  God 
are  a  broken  fpirit  and  a  contrite  heart, 
and  whether  the  refult  of  our  own  .fins, 
or  the  fins  of  the  race  of  man,  which 
have  involved  us  in  the  general  ruin,  there 
is  more  comfort,   not  only  ijpiritual,  bnt 

temporal. 
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temporal,  to  be  expefted  in  tcmperiajj  tho 
efforts  of  melioration  with  a  Chriftian  fpirit 
of  refignation,  than  by  vainly  attempting 
to  raife  fallen  creatures  to  that  proud  fyftem 
of  general  independence  never  meant  fof 
man.    Improve  his  condition,  but  improve 
it  gradually  and  cautioufly,  remembering 
with  awe  what  a  monfter  improvement 
has  lately  been  manifefted;  tht-pv^nt  of 
atheifm,   of  treafon,   of  murder,"*  Sitid   of 
flavery.     But  in  preaching  refignation,  let 
it  be  accompanied  by  Chriftian  charity  and 
example:   for    negroes,    like   other   men^ 
will  judge   of  the   fmcerity   of  faith   by 
aftions  more  than  by  profeffions*.     To 
aid  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel  among 
the  negroes,  the  colonifts  muft  conform 

*  The  negroes,  having  no  reference  to  the  marriage 
ceremony,  commonly  call  women  who  cohabit  for  a  con- 
ftancy  with  a  man,  his  wiv^s.  The  fonowihg  dialogue 
adually  pafTed  between  a  mafter  and  his  (lave,  who  had 
taken  a  new  wife.  **  You  mufl  take  your  own  wi'*e  Meha 
back  again."— «'  Me  no  forfakc  Melia,  mafla."— «*  Whati 
have  you  not  taken  Sue,  Jupiter's  wife?'*— "  Jup*^«^  ^ 
part  wi  her,  malfa,  to  me  take  her."— ^  What  I  have  two 
wives!  for  fliame!" — "  Maifa,  wha  make  you  come  upon 
f>oor  negro  bone  fo  ?  you  no  )iab  two  wife  youfelf  ?" 

to 
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to  the  regulations  of  Chriftianitx,  muft 
prove  theinfelves  Cbriftians :  and  let  them 
be  aflured,  that  the  dodbrines  of  humility 
and  relignation  will  never  proceed  efiec- 
tually  finom  the  mouths  o£  thofe  who  ap* 
pear  to  be  independent  of  their  God. 
Hofnngy  then,  that  philanthropifts  ^rc  be? 
coming  more  guarded,  and  colonifts  more 
devout,  let  us  enquire  into  the  pradli- 
cability  of  fome  plan  for  producing  thole 
benefits  which  might  be  expeded  from  a 
zealous  co-operation  of  the  clergy. 

I  will  venture  to  fay  that  little  or  no 
fuccefs  is  to  be  hoped  from  the  legiflative 
injundion  to  mailers,  or  the  cbligation  im« 
pofed  on  redors  to  wait  at  their  churches. 
Eftimating  the  number  of  the  clergy  in 
Jamaica  by  the  parifhes,  there  is  not^  above 
one  to  1,500  white  people,  nor  above  one 
to  15,000  of  the  general  mafs  of  inhabit- 
ants.  Parifhes  form  large  divifions  of  the 
ifland,  and  might  rather  be  called  counties, 
as  may  be  judged  by  recollefting  that 
there  are  only  twenty  in  the  whole  ifland, 

a  num« 
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a  number  which  we  find  nearly  equalled 
in  the  limitB  of  fome  fmall  country-towoi 
in  England,  for  inftance  Colcheiler,  where 

I  believe  there  are  fifteen.     The  abfur^i- 
dity  of  a  clergyman  wsdting  at  his  church 
before  or  after  fervice  for  the  arrival  of 
10,000  catechumens,  fome  of  whom,  with 
the  utn^oft  expedition,  could  not  perform 
in  three  days  the  journey  they  would  have 
to  take,  is  too  glaring  to  need  being  pointed 
ouL     Think  of  the  ceremony  of  confirma<« 
tion  occafionally  performed  by  a  Bifliop^ 
who,  fome  hundred  youths  of  both  fexes 
being  aflembled,  has  hardly  time  in  the 
forenoon  to  lay  a  hand  on  each  head  and 
pronounce  a  bleffing  contiuned  in  thirty- 
four  words.   To  be  ferious  in  difieminating 
Chriftian  truths  and  comforts,  the  fower 
ihould  be  at  hand.     Why  ihould  not  our 
colonifts  take  hints  from  thofe  of  other 
nations  ?  or  wherever  they  can  find  them  ? 
Among  the  Spaniards  in  South  America, 
*'  every  diftri£t  of  Indians  has  a  Prote^qri 
clergymen,  paid  by  government,  are'  ap- 
pointed to  tnftruA  them}'  and  the  prIn-« 

cipal 
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cipal  ecclefiaftics  are  empowered  te  inform 
and  admonifh  the  civil  magiftrates,  if  any 
Indians  are  deprived  of  their  juft  rights***. 
The  Indian  Prote&or  may  have  furniflied 
the  idea  of  the  Grenada  Guardian^  and 
the  Jamaica  Council  of  Protedion,  excellent 
eftabltOiments  were  they  efficient,  and  why 
ihould  not  the  example  be  followed  in  the 
appointment  of  clergymen  to  ftated  con- 
venient   diftridls?  in  the  appointment  of 
miffionaries  for  the  fpecial  purpofe  of  in- 
ftriiding  the  blacks,  unconneded  with  the 
parifli  duties,  but  amenable  to  the  King's  ec-- 
clefiaflical  commiflaries  ?  The  proprietors  of 
contiguous  eftates  might  be  bound  jointly  to 
provide  on  the  mod  convenient  fpot,  be  the 
property  whofe  it  will,  a  good  houfe,  and 
fome  acres  of  pafturage,  for  the  mifiionary 's 
ufe ;  and  an  allowance  adequate  to  a  decent 
msdntenance  (hould  be  made  by  them,  or 
by  the  government  of  the  country.     The 
expence  of  thefc  ejftablifhments  could  not 
be  great,  and  fhould  not  be  named  when 

*  RjobertfoQ^s  America. 

the 
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the  benefits  to  be  cxpeded  from  them  are 
confidered.     The  duties  of  a  miffipnary 
fo  Rationed  I  will  not  prefume  to  ftate. 
To  require  of  him  a  perfeftion  that  (hould 
lead  to  the  comparifon  obtained  froin  the 
negroes  by  the  Bifliop  of  Meaux's  Cure, 
would  be  perhaps   expefting  too  mfich, 
but  certainly  the  nearer  he  approached  the 
character  of  his  divine  mafter,  the  more 
hope   would   there   be  of  his  fuccefs;   a 
charadter,  by  the  by,  in  which  we  find 
with  the  energy  of  aftion,  and  example 
in  promoting  the  objeds  of  his  heavenly 
miflion,  little  or   no   enthufiafm  of  lan- 
guage.    The  great  zeal  we  require  of  the 
miffionary,  like  that  of  the  excellent  Cur^, 
(hould  confift   chiefly  in  an   unequivocal 
manifeftation  of  benevolence  towards  the 
negroes,  and  of  the  finCerity  of  his  own 
faith.  To  overcome  their  ignorance,  he  muft 
gain  their  hearts ;  he  muft  talk  with  them, 
and  he  muft  engage  thofe  who  underftand 
him    to  talk   with   thofe   who  do  not** 

His 

*  The  importation  of  young  negrocS)  none  aboTC  twenty* 
five  years  old,   is  very  favourable  to  rcUgious  inftnidiofL 

loftcad 
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HU  betog  a  married  maoi  far  from  being 
an  objeSioQy  would  be  a  recommenda* 
tioiu  Celibac79  clothed  with  that  purity, 
and  grounded  on  thofe  motives  which 
gave  rife  to  it  among  fincerc  Chriftiana, 
is  very  fuUimey— 4oo  fublime  to  be  other** 
wiic  than  rare  among  men.  I  am  too 
well  acquainted  with  the  Weib^Indiea 
to  think  that  a  batchelor  would  be  a 
better  miffionary  than   a   manied    man: 

befideS)  an  example  of  marriage  is  an 
io^portant  obje^  JPlaced  with  his  wife 
and  family  in  the  centre  of  a  diftriA  to 
which  he  could  extend  his  care  with  eafe, 
what  efie^  might  not  be  hoped  from  a 
good  man»  fincere  in  his  faith,  and  ftre* 
nuous  in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty  ?  Be* 
fides  difleminating  the  principles  of  our 
blefled  religion,  he  might  be  a  check 
on  the  condu^  of  thofe  who  difregard 
the  regulations  in  favour  of  the  negroes: 


Infteadof  the  new  taep-oes  mfedUog  tliofe  prcvioully  fettled 
or  bprn  in  the  ifland,  it  is  probable  they  will  bring  wilh 
tlicm  a  docility  which  Chriftian  negroes  would  quickly 
impro^  into  a  fen£e  of  reh'gion. 

his 
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hb  obfcrTatioD,  his  teftimony^  would  ope* 
rate  like  a  charm  throughout  his  diilrid : 
to  him  the  Council  of  Protedion  might 
look  as  a  fpring  of  energy,  and  he  might 
enable  them  to  give  efficiency  to  the  law* 
The  great,  perhaps  only,  obftacle  to  this 
plan,  is  the  jealoufy  which  he  might  es;«* 
perience  from  the  owners  and  managers 
of  the  eftates  of  his  diftri^.     In  moral 
purfuits  all  obftacles  arife  from  the  pa£Gons« 
It  (hould  be  well  underftood  in  the  outfet, 
and  confirmed  by  the  condud  of  the  mif« 
(ionary^  that  no  part  of  his  duty  will  lead 
him  to  any  temporal  interference  in  the 
plantations^  and  that  the  very  reverfe  of 
idleneis  and  difcontent  is  to  be  the  refute 
of  the  duties  of  his  miffion.     By  refpeft 
to  the  proprietors,  and   kindnefs  to  the 
white  perfons  employed  on  the  varioiM 
eftates,  a  mild  and   fenfible  man  would 
overcome    the   jealoufy   feared,    and   by 
evincing  that  the  ftria:  and  unfailing  dif- 
chargp  of  his  duty  was  the  refult  of  con* 
icicutious   di^tes^    be  would    fecure  Iq 

I  return 
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return  refpcA  and  affedion,  and  perhaps 
reap  a  harveft  which  he  was  not  called 
to  fow.      But    in    order  to   prevent   all 
interference  of  a  nature  to  be  injurious 
to  the  intereft  of  the  planter,  the  mifli- 
onary   muft    be    made    amenable   to  the 
tribunal  of  the  ecclefiaftical  commiflarie8» 
ton  the  information  of  the  planter,  or  others 
interefted  in  the  property.     To  counter- 
balance this,  he  ihould  have  a  profpe6:  of 
being   provided  for,  after  a  faithful  dif- 
charge  of  his  miffion  for  a  certain  number 
of  years.      After  a  fervice  of  ten  years^ 
he  fhould  have  it  in  his  option  to  return 
to  England,  and  that  option  (hould  be  re« 
newable  every  five  ^rears  after  the  firft  ten. 
A  lift  of  the  names  of  the  miifionaries  might 
be  kept  in  the  office  of  his  Grace  the  Arch- 
biibcp  of  Canterbury;  and  fome  of  the  bene- 
fices at  the  difpofal  of  the  church  might  be 
4le^'oted  to  the  ultimate  provifion  for  them. 
Such  a  profpe£l  too  would  be  an  incentive 
to  zeal,  as  the  expefled  prefentation  might 
be  deferred,  or  accelerated,  according  to  the 
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coadudt  of  the  miflionary.  Nor  (hould 
the  knowledge  of  that  condud  depend 
folely  on  the  charafter  given  by  the  ecclefi- 
aftical  commiflaries :  triennial,  or  feptennial, 
vifitors  from  Europe  might  be  fent  to  the 
colonies  to  make  a  report  to  his  Majefty, 
as  Head  of  the  Church,  of  the  flate  of 
ecclefiaftical  affairs  in  thofe  parts  of  his 
empire* 

Doubt,  expence,  the  diftafte  for  innova* 
tion,  and  luke-warmnefs  on  facred  fub- 
jeds,  not  to  fay  irreligion,  will  caufe  fuch 
ft  fcheme  to  be  long  poilponed,  and  per* 
haps  ultimately  rejeded.  Perfuaded  of 
this,  I  have  thought  that  it  would  be  a 
good  plan  to  attempt  the  eftabli£hment  of 
Chriftianity  firft  among  the  Maroons  now 
living  in  Jamaica.  Thefe  people,  however 
averfe  themfelves  to  any  alteration  of  their 
cufloms,  have  no  objedion  to  their  chil* 
dren  being  brought  up  Chriftians.  Many 
of  the  grown  people  are  baptized,  but 
when  I  ufe  the  word  Chriftian,  I  imply 
not  merely  outward  forms,  but  an  inward 
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fenfe   of  the   truth   and   blefling   of  Re- 
velation.     TTiis    fcnfe    is    evidently    not 
awakened   in    men  who  perfift  in  habits 
inconliftent  with  the  precepts  of  Chriftian- 
ity.      Time,    reafoning,    example,    might 
have  an  influence  over  thofe  habits,  nor 
ihould  the  hope  or  the  labour  be  given 
up,   but   the    plan   that    aflfords  the   beft 
profpeft  of  fuccefs,  is  the  eftabliflinKnt  of 
miflionaries  in  the  Maroon  towns,  to  in- 
ftruft  the  young,   to  catechize  them,  to 
baptize  infants  on  a  folemn  aflurance  of 
their  parents   that   no  impediments   (hall 
be  given  to  their  being  brought  up  in  the 
faith   of  Chrift,    to   baptize   the   growing 
youth   on    their    undertaking  to  conform 
to  the  ordinances  of  the  church,  to  pro- 
mote marriages,  to  inculcate  induftry  and 
content,  to  introduce  handicraft  trades,  and 
regular  tillage.     I   cannot  but  think  that 
in   a   few   years   thefe   towns   fo  guided, 
would  become  Chriflian  communities,  and 
that  under  able  and  benevolent  fuperin- 
tendants,  they  might  be  made  of  the  utmoft 
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importance  to  the  fecurity  and  happinefa 
of  the  ifland  in  general. 

Before  I  quit  the  fubjed  of  religion^ 
it  will  be  proper  to  ftate  that,  in  the  year 
1795,  which  was  previous  to  the  alteration 
of  the  ecclefiaftical  regimen  in  Jamaica, 
a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England 
was  fent  to  the  ifland  as  a  mifTiop^fyi.  by 
the  Society  for  the  Converfion^  religious 
Inftrudion,  and  Education,  of  the  Negro 
Slaves  in  the  Briti(h  Weft-India  iflands. 
He  carried  with  him  a  ftrong  letter  of 
recommendation  from  the  Bilhop  of  Lou* 
don,  prefident  of  the  fociety,  to  the  Go^ 
vernor  of  Jamaica.  His  name  was  Munn ; 
he.  was  an  amiable  maq,  and  a  ver]^ 
zealous  divine.  He  told  a  friend  of  mine, 
after  making  feveral  excurfions  in  the 
country,  that  he  had  not  only  received 
every  attention  and  civility  on  the  eftates 
he  had  vifited,  but  had  been  allowed 
the  freeft  communication  with,  the  ne- 
groes, whofe  fituation  be  declared  was  fat 
more  comfortable  than  he  had  expeded 
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to  find  It.  He  acknowledged  that  he  had 
received  in  England  unfavourable  inipre£- 
(ions  refpedling  their  treatment,  but  that 
from  what  he  had  himfelf  witnefled,  he 
faw  among  them  more  of  the  comforts 
of  life,  more  apparent  contentment,  more 
happinefs  than  he  had  ever  feen  among 
the  labouring  order  of  people  in  anj 
country.  He  entertained  great  hopes  of 
fucceeding  in  making  many  good  Chrif- 
tians,  and  faid  that  the  obftades  he  had 
heard  of,  arifing  from  prejudices  and  for- 
mer habits,  were  not  fuch  as  to  deter  him, 

or  lefTen  his  zeal.  Should  not  fuch  a 
feflimony,  and  it  cannot  but  be  known, 
relieve  the  Chriftian  and  philanthropic 
anxieties  of  Britifh  bofoms,  and  at  the 
fame  time  induce  the  colonifts  to  embrace 
the  plan  of  diftriA  miflionaries  ?  For  if  a 
fingle  clergyman  had  fuch  a  profpe£t  of 
fuccefs,  what  might  not  be  expeded,  if 
an  adequate  number  of  labourers  were  fent 
forth  into  the  harveft  ?  The  time  would 
then  foon  come  when  we  (hould  hear 
governors,  in  proroguing  the  Affembly,  re- 
commend 
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commend  to  the  care  of  the  members  ia 
their  refpedive  pariflies,  the  morals  and 
religion  of  their  negroes,  as  we  have  al- 
ready had  the  pleafure  of  hearing  one  re- 
commend their  bappincfs :  "  I  have  nothing 
particular  to  recommend  to  you  at  our 
parting,*'  faid  the  Governor,  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  feflion  of  1797,  "except 
the  purfuit  of  fuch  humane  and  provident 
meafures,     in    your    refpeflive    parifhes, 

during  the  approaching  holidays^  as  are 
likely  to  fecure  the  tranquillity  of  the 
ifland,  and  the  happinefs  of  your  flaves.'* 

We  are  now  drawing  towards  the  con- 
clufion  of  my  talk  ;  a  few  words  refpeding 
the  future  protedion,  fecurity,  and  pros- 
perity of  the  iiland,  remain  to  complete 
it.  The  inhabitants  of  Jamaica  cannot 
contemplate  the  ftruggle  in  St.  Domingo 
but  with  anxiety:  yet  there  is,  perhaps^ 
little  danger  in  reality  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  iflue  of  the  couflid,  except  that 
arifmg  from  the  proximity  of  the  French 
power.      The   notion    of   a  free,   adive, 
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negro   republic,  does   not   feem  to  have 
any    reafonable    foundation.      Were    the 
country  entirely  in  pofleffion  of  the  blacks, 
and  any  government  attempted,  it  would 
be  that  of  tyrants  and  flaves,  as  in  Africa. 
A  certain  number  would  form  armies  for 
chieftains,  and  compel  the  mafs  to  laboun 
The  military  coercion  neceffary  to  make 
negroes  cultivate  fugar  plantations,  may  be 
called   by   any  other  name  than  flavery, 
but  notwithftanding  what  has  been  faid  of 
the  former  ftate  of  the  Weft-India  bondage, 
a  man  muft  be  ignorant  of  the  nature  of 
black  mafters,  who  would  not  embrace  the 
prefent  condition  of  the  flaves  in  Jamaica, 
in  preference  to  fuch  a  government.     The 
Government  of  St.  Domingo  falling  into 
the   hands  of  black   chiefs,    would    moft 
probably  terminate  in  a  much  worfe  ftate 
of  flavery  than  ever  exifted  before  in  the 
Weft-Indies:    nor  would  thofe  chiefs,  in 
my  opinion,  attempt  to  difturb  the  colonial 
ftate  of  things ;  on  the  contrary,  they  would 
find  it  their  intereft  to  fupport  it,  and  fuch 
I  have  rcafon  to  believe  were  adually  the 
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principles  of  Touffaint.  Suppofe,  on  the 
other  hand,  what  however  is  much  lefs 
probable,  that  no  government  at  all  were 
efbiblifhed,  and  that  the  negroes  lived 
throughout  the  ifland  in  a  wild,  inde- 
pendent (late ;  what  is  to  be  feared  from 
people  who  a£fc  without  diredion,  without 
union,  without  energy?  and  who,  though 
near,  are  feparated  by  the  ocean?  Be 
this  as  it  may,  the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica 
cannot  be  too  much  upon  their  guard, 
and  whatever  tends  to  the  protection  and 
fccurity  of  the  ifland,  fliould  be  reforted 
to  with  alacrity,  and  a  liberal  contempt 
of  expence.  With  refped  to  internal 
danger,  it  is  not  likely  that  a  general  infur- 
iQ€don  will  ever  happen.  If  fome  of  the 
negroes  are  dlfcontented,  fome  are  happy 

■ 

and  attached  to  their  matters,  therefore  una- 
nimity in  rebellion  is  not  to  be  apprehended. 
In  thofe  that  have  failed  and  thofe  that  have 
taken  place,  difcoveries  have  always  been 
made,  and  faithful  afliftance  given,  by  ne- 
groes. Even  in  St.  Domingo,  in  fpite  of 
all  temptations,  what  numbers   remained 
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true  to  their  inafters !  While  the  Jacobins 
were  murdering  the  king  in  France,  their 
incendiaries  were  ufing  his  name  to  compel 
the  negroes  to  embrace  the  revolution. 
Hundreds  followed  the  fates, of  their  maf- 
ters  to  Jamaica,  where  their  condud  was 
teftified  to  be  exemplary*.  Others  con- 
cealed and  fupported  them  till  they  found 
an  opportunity  of  fafely  embarking  them. 
Thoufands  looked  on  with  inaftivc  horror 
and  trepidation,  till,  abandoned  by^  men 
whom  they  loved,  and  who  could  no  longer 
protedl  them,  they  were  forced  to  fubmit 
to  emancipation.  Confiderable  bodies  of 
mulattoes  and  negroes  inlifted  under  the 
command  of  Montalambert,  De  Brughc, 
Deflburce,  La  Pointe  a  mulatto,  and  John 
Kinna,  a  negro,  to  oppofe  the  torrent  of 
Jacobin  freedom.  Befides  this  principle  of 
attachment,  which  is  more  general  than  the 
adverfaries  of  the  planters  will  allow,  there 
are  other  reafons  why  infurredtions  cannot 

*  See  evidence  before   a  fccrct  committee.     Votcf  of 
Affcmbly,  December  j  798. 
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be  extenfive.     The  free  people  of  colour, 
and   negroes,   are  ever  ready  to  fupprefs 
them.     Arms  are  not  to  be  obtained  ;  the 
negroes  are  not  ufed  to  them  ;  the  gene- 
rality of  the  flaves  refide  in  the  low- lands 
and  open  parts  of  the  country,  and  are  little 
acquainted  with  the  interior.     All  internal 
danger,  therefore,  arifes  from  gradual  col- 
ledions  of  fugitives,  their  flying    to   the 
receflTcs  of  the  woods,  and  becoming  a  ral- 
lying  point   for    the    difcontented.     The 
grand  objed,  then,  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Jamaica,  fhould  be  the  fettlement  of  white 
people  in  the  interior  of  the  ifland.     Of 
this  the  Aflembly  feemed  to  be  fenfible  in 
the  reports  inferred  in  their  journals;  and 
on  a  propofal  made  to  them  by  General 
Nugent   for   an   arrangement   of  military 
quarters,  interior  polls  being  recommended, 
they   voted   2o,coo/.    for    that    purpofe. 
There  is  great  wifdom  in  thefe  arrange- 
ments, but  flill  they  are  upon  fo  fmall  a 
fcale,  that  the  troops  may  in  a  manner  be 
faid  to  be  always  upon  the  alert,  a  ftate  in 
which  no  fociety  can  be  confidered  as  en- 
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joying  that  (lability  and  fccurity  which  is 
the  refult  of  civilization.  The  interior 
fettlements,  alluded  to  by  the  Aflembly, 
were  propofed,  like  the  other  fettlements 
of  the  ifland,  to  originate  gradually  by  the 
gleanings  of  the  induftrious  white  people, 
who  laying  by  enough  to  purchafe  a  few 
negroes,  would  begin  and  cultivate  parcels 
of  land.  This,  though  extending  cultiva- 
tion, makes  no  alteration  in  the  proportion 
of  the  white  and  black  population,  and  is 
not  the  kind  of  fettlement  beft  fuited  to  the 
protedlion  and  fecurity  of  the  ifland.  In- 
calculable advantages  might  be  derived  from 
meafures  which  are  fuggefted  by  a  view  of 
the  country  in  reference  to  the  variety  of 
climates  it  affords.  The  low-lands  are 
fultry,  the  mountains  cool  and  bracing.  la 
the  former,  white  people  find  it  impoflible 
to  labour  in  the  field  ;  not  fo  in  the  latter, 
where  labour  is  not  only  pradicable  but  eafy. 
Let  the  emigration  that  takes  place  from 
Europe  be  encouraged  to  fhape  its  current 
to  Jamaica-  Germans  are  good  fettlers, 
let  a  number  of  young  healthy  men  and 
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women  be  invited,  and  offered  trads  of  the 
interior  on  certain  conditions ;  let  the  (hoals 
that  emigrate  from  Great  Britain  to  Ame- 
rica be  intercepted,  and  guided  to  the 
healthy  high«lands  of  Jamaica.  Let  them 
depend  upon  their  own  labour,  and  let  their 
employment  of  negroes  be  very  limited. 
It  is  much  on  this  plan  that  the  foldiers  of 
the  Weft-India  regiments  are  to  be  provided 
for,  and  the  government  fhould  be  very 
jealous  of  admitting  negro  labourers  in  the 
interior  fituations.  The  great  objeds  of 
the  fcheme  is,  in  the  firft  place,  a  large 
white  population  in  the  interior  trained  to 
arms ;  and  in  the  next,  the  opening  of 
roads.  Let  the  Legiflature  by  a  compul- 
fory  law,  for  patents  and  avarice  are  in  the 
way,  purchafe  in  different  parts  of  the  in- 
terior, moft  convenient  and  fuited  to  the 
purpofe,  thirty  tboufand  acres  of  unculti- 
vated land,  and  diftribute  them  in  fmall 
portions  to  new  fettlers,  efpecially  married 
men.  In  the  fame  manner,  a  little  money, 
clothing,  and  provifions  for  each  to  begin 
with.     It  is  probable,  that   were  fuch   a 
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ichcmc  made  known,  there  would  be  no 
want  of  new  fettlers.  Were  half  the  pains 
taken  by  the  colonifts  to  paint  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  mountain  air  of  Jamaica,  and  the 
advantages  a  poor  man  would  gain  by  his 
fettlement,  that  have  been  taken  by  the 
Government  of  America,  to  extol  the  wilds 
of  Kentucky,  the  ifland  would  be  fooa 
fettled.  But  in  offering  a  plan,  let  us  con* 
(ider  the  means  of  efieding  it. 

When  roads  are  carried  through  fettled 
lands,  a  certain  value  fixed  by  a  jury  is  paid 
to   the   proprietor.     The   rcverfe   of  this 

ought  to  be  the  cafe  on  lands  in  the  interior, 
their  value  being  in  general  encrcafed  from 
one  to  three  pounds  an  acre  by  roads  being 
opened  to  them ;  the  proprietors  of  thofe 
lands,  therefore,  throur;h  which  the  new 
roads  pafs,  (hould  be  made  to  pay  largely 
towards  making  them.  The  value  of  the 
lands  (hould  be  rated  in  the  refpe^live 
parifhes;  for  fuch  lands,  being  exempt 
from  all  other  land-tax  and  quit-ient,  the 
proprietors  ftiould   pay   a    fixth  part    of 
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the  affixed  value  in  three  equal  payments, 
in  three  fucceeding  years ;  proprietors  of 
the  lands  adjoining  thefc  patents,  one- 
eighth  of  the  value  of  their  lands,  in  fimilar 
inftalments  ;  and  proprietors  of  all  other 
unfcttled  lands  throughout  the  ifland 
(ixpence  per  acre  towards  the  accom* 
plifhment  of  the  propofed  plan.  On  the 
roads  the  fectlers  fliould  themfelves  be 
bound  to  work  in  alternate  weeks,   after 

they  had  prepared  provifion  grounds,  fe- 
cured  good  houfes,  and  planted  fome  coffee. 
The  roads  fhould  be  well  paved,  and  a 
certain  fum  per  chain  paid  to  the  people 
for  their  labour.  To  this  purpofe  an  ade- 
quate proportion,  or  rather  the  whole  of 
the  annual  grants  of  the  Legiflature  for  in- 
terior roads  fhould  be  applied.  Thefc 
amount  to  15,000/.  annually.  Say  then 
the  tax  of  fixpence  per  acre  on  the  uncul- 
tivated woodlands  (not  including  morafs  or 
ruinate  favanas)  produces  on  eight  hundred 
thoufand  acres  20,000/.,  the  impoft  on  the 
lands  through  which  the  roads  pafs,  on  a 

rough  guefs,  30,000/.   a  year   for  three 
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years  ;  thele  added  to  the  15,000  /.,  give  a 
total  of  65,000/.  a-year  for  the  firft  three 
years ;  after  which,  the  lands  becoming 
liable  to  the  ufual  tax,  the  fum  would  be 
reduced  to  37,250/.  To  commence  the 
work,  however,  of  introducing  fettlers  into 
the  interior,  clearing  the  country,  and 
making  roads,  there  would  be  a  fum  of 
90,000  /.  for  the  expences  attending  the  ob- 
taining of  fit  perfons,  providing  houfes,  and 
forming  the  eftabliftimcnts  ;  60,000 1,  for 
fupplying  provifion  and  clothing,  and 
45,000/.  for  road  work;  altogether 
195,000/.  payable  in  three  years.  That 
the  bufinefs  of  fettling  the  interior  might 
not  be  retarded,  or  negle^fled,  the  new 
fettlers  fliould  be  received  only  on  condi- 
tion of  their  confenting  to  be  indented  to 
the  ifland  for  feven  vears,  in  which  cafe  there 
fliould  be  allotted,  out  of  the  thirty  thou- 
fand  acres,  to  each  fettler  twenty-five  acres 
for  himfclf,  ten  for  his  wife,  and  five  for 
every  child,  to  be  conveyed  to  him  in  fee 
at  the  end  of  his  indenture.  In  the  mean 
time,  certain  laws  and  regulations  refpe^t- 
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ing  the  fettlers  would  be  neceflary.     They 
fliould  not  be  able  to  contra£t  valid  debts 
during  the  time  of  their  indentures.     They 
ibould  be  occafionally  trained  to  arms  by 
ferjeants  froni  the  regular  Weft  India  regi- 
ments, and  made  markfmen  and  rangers. 
Among  them  fhould  refide  fome  of  the 
clergy,  able  furgeons,   a  furveyor,  and  a 
fuperintendant,  who  fhould   have    at   his 
command  a  guard  of  fix  or  eight  men  al- 
ways ready,  and  ftationed  near  his  houfc. 
As  foldiers,  they  would  of  courfe  be  under 
the  command  of  the  governor,  but  they 
fliould  never  be  raifed  above  the  rank  of 
warrant  officers ;  yet  as  fuch  made  to  re- 
fpe^  themfelves  highly.     In  executing  the 
plan,  other  improvements  and  ordinances 
would  occur.     It  would  be  found  at  iirft 
an  expenfive  one,  perhaps,  till  theencreafed 
value  of  the  lands  compenfated   the  ad- 
vances :  but  what  an  infurance  would  it  be 
of  property !  what  a  pledge  of  permanent 
tranquillity!  All  apprehenfion  of  internal 
commotion  would  be  at  an  end,  and  fuch  a 
force  in  conjunftion  v/ith  Britilh  aid  to 
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oppofe  to  foreign  enemies,  would  likewiie 
render  all  external  attempts  abortive. 

As  the  execuiion  of  the  above  proje(2j 
were  it  to  be  adopted,  v^'ould  require  fome 
time,  it  is  worth  confidcration  whether 
meanwhile  it  would  not  be  wife  to  eftablifh 
in  Jamaica  a  corps  of  police^  (imilar  to  that 
which  exifted  under  the  French  monarchy, 
called  the  Marcchauflc,  whofe  duty  con- 
fided chiefly  in  riding  through  the  pro- 
vince where  .they  were  ftationed,  to  take 
up  fufpicious  perfons,  and  keep  order. 
Being  a  duty  that  required  not  only  judg- 
ment, but  a  fuperiority  of  fituation  in  life, 
the  corps  was  almoft  made  up  of  officers, 
there  being  one  to  two  or  three  privates  at 
moft,  the  patrolling  party  always  having 
an.  officer,  by  which  means  the  privates 
were  all  confidential  men.  In  Jamaica, 
the  country  regiments,  or  rangers  raifed  on 
purpofe  and  called  the  County  Rangers, 
might  be  employed  as  permanent  patrols  of 
t've  ifland.  The  expence  of  fuch  a  corps 
^v  juld  not  be  great,  as  the  whole  might  be 

limited 


Rmited  to  two  hundred  men,  divided  into 
twenty  companies  often  men  each,  a  com- 
pany for  each  pariih,  confifting  of  two 
officers  and  eight  privates,  who  fliould  be 
fubdivided  into  two  parties,  of  one  officer 
and  four  privates,  to  be  mounted  on  creole 
horfes  or  mules,  the  parties  taking  alternate 
monthly  duty.  A  few  trufty  negroes  or 
Maroons  might  be  added  to  the  parties. 
The  country,  thus  perpetually  traverfed  by 
a(^ive,  vigilant,  and  prudent  men,  would 
be  in  little  danger  of  fudden  inrurre(Slion, 
ind  fugitives  would  have  no  time  to  reft 
in  their  haunts.  If,  in  addition  to  the  duty 
of  obfervation,  the  officer  of  the  party  were 
enjoined  to  affift  the  fundtions  of  the  coun- 
cil of  proteftion,  it  would  render  fecurity 
(:omplete,  and  give  a  pleafing  and  amiable 
t:Dlour  to  an  office  only  eflimable  for  the 
•order  it  guards.  It  is  true,  that  in  this 
cafe  bad  men  might  confidcr  the  party  as 
fpies,  but  what  plan  is  without  an  objec- 
tion ?  good  men  would  think  in  a  different 
way,  apd  even  the  bad  be  aihamed  to  ma- 
nifeft  their  opinions. 

Vol.  If.  H  h  The 
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The  fccurity  of  the  country  might  be 
further  ftrengthened  by  enafling  fomc 
regulations  in  favour  of  the  free  people  of 
colour,  many  of  whom  are  well  educated 
and  fenfible  men ;  but  who,  though  free, 
enjoy  none  of  the  qualifications  of  political 
fociety.  It  is  but  within  a  very  few  years 
that  they  were  enabled,  if  aflaulted  by  a 
white  man,  to  give  evidence  on  a  trial  of 
the  afTauIt.  This  right  was  granted  to 
them  by  an  aQ:  of  the  Affembly  in  confer 

quence  of  their  condud  in  the  Maroon  war; 
but  it  is  reftrided  entirely  to  the  perfon 
afTaulted,  for  in  the  cafe  of  any  other  they, 
cannot  give  evidence.  This  order  of  men, 
and  alfo  the  free  blacks,  are  indubitably 
friends  and  fupporters  of  the  government  j 
and  it  is  to  be  wiflxed,  that  according  to 
certain  criterions  of  religion,  marriage,  edu- 
cation, property,  &c.  the  privileges  of  po- 
litical fociety  were  more  or  lefs  extended  to 
them,  and  that  from  fome  every  reftriftion 
were  removed. 

Jamaica 
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* 

Jamaica  protedted  by  Great  Britain,  and 
fccured  by  religious  and  internal  political 
regulations,  could  not  fail  to  prefent  to  the 
world,  fcenes  of  as  much  happinefs  and 
profperity  as  the  date  of  human  nature  wilF 

admit.     May  they  be  complete  and  per- 
manent ! 
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Ko.  I. 

Let'Ur  from  Don  Luis   de  Im  Cafai  U  the  Earl  tf 

Balcarres. 
*  Mt  lord, 

X3y  the  hand  oJF  Lieutenant-Coionel  Quarrdl,  I 
have  received  the  letter  with  which  your  Excellency 
is  pleafed  to  favor  me,  under  date  the  9th  of  tlie  laft 
pad  month;  recommending  that  gentlemaii,  by  the 
commiflion  he  brings,  to  buy  dogs  in  this  illand,  for 
the  purpofe  of  following  the  MaroonS  in  the  woods; 
Agreeably  to  fuch  your  Excellency's  weighty  recom- 
mendation, Mr.  QuarreU  was  authorized  td  acquii 
himfelf  of  his  commiflion,  and  to*mdrrow  he  rtiurnsy 
carrying  with  him  the  dogs  wanted,  as  well  as  the 
people  of  this  country  he  required  to  look  after  them: 
But  while  1  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  complying  with 
your  Excellency's  dcfire,  I  ought  to  reprefent  to  your 
confideratioh,  that  our  laws  iot  the  Indies  reCft  the 
admifTion  of  (Irangers  into  the  ports  of  oiir  colonies  1 
thofe  only  excepted  in  this  illand,  who  bring  new 
negroes  for  fale  here,  and  fUch  Americans  ai  come  to 
us  with  provifions*    Nor  hath  our  government  ever 

H  h  3  departt(i 
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departed  from  this  fjrftem,  eren  with  the  mod  favoured 
nations,  and  in  the  ftri£le(l  alliance  with  it.  Where- 
fore, I  befeech  your  Excellency,  weighing  the  dif* 
agreeable  Ctuation  I  am  in,  between  doty  and  the 
deGre  I  hare  of  obliging  you,,  to  relieve  me  from  the 
painful  altematire;  farooring  me  with  opportunities 
that,  without  a  compromife  of  obligation,  may  afford 
me  the  fatisfaQion  of  employing  myfelf  in  your  fer- 
vice. 

'  God  prefenre  your  Excellency  for  many  years. 

«  Your  Excellency^  iic.  lie.  &Rf. 
(Signed)  <  Lufs  db  las  Casas^ 

•  Havanna,  30/A  November^  ^795- 
*  His  Excel Uncj  Earl  rf  BaUarrts! 
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No.  11. 

Letter  from  the  Marquis  del  Real  Socorro  to  W*  D. 

^arrell,  E/q. 

«  Sir, 

X  HE  Council  of  the  Havanna,  to  which  the  King 
of  Spain  has  committed  the  charge  of  promoting 
whatever  tends  to  the  improvement  of  dgriculturei 
commerce,  and  navigation,  of  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  are 
of  opinion,  that  the  e(labli(hing  light-houfes,  at  certain 
ftations  on  its  extenfive  coafts,  is  an  objefl  worthy  its 
attention,  upon  which  the  fafety  of  navigators  greatly 
depends,  and,  through  the  want  of  fuch  help,  their 
lives  and  properties  are  continually  expofed. 

'  As  yet  the  Council  are  only  engaged  about  fixing 
one  at  the  Havanna,  for  the  particular  navigation  of 
that  port.  The  locating  others  on  the  feveral  points 
nectflary  as  well  for  the  Mexican  gulf  as  the  various 
channels  that  furround  this  ifland,  is  a  vaft  and  ex* 
penfive  undertaking,  beyond  the  a£tual  refources  of 
the  Council.  But  if  it  (hould  be  found  that  innu- 
merable  advantages  would  refult  to  the  commerce  of 
Jamaica  from  fuch  e(tabli(hment6,  and  this  appears 
manifeft  from  the  converfations  you  have  held  with  us 
upon  the  buGnefs,  and  that  fufficient  means  (hould 
be  propofed  to  the  Council  to  carry  the  plan  into 

H  h  4  execution 
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execution,  with  refources  applicable  thereto,  the  Coofi« 
cfl  will  with  pleafure  attend  to  what  is  offered  on  the 
part  of  the  commerce  of  Jamaica,  and,  with  its  utmoft 
ability,  will  contribute  to  accompUOi  an  undertaking 
of  (o  much  utility  to  both  nations. 

<  It  only  remains  for  me  to  (late  to  you.  Sir,  that 
the  Council  is  defirous  of  knowing  the  opiuion  o£ 
the  mofl  experienced  and  mod  intelligent  £ngli(h 
mariners,  rcfpcdling*  the  points  where  light-houfes 
ihould  be  erccled  on  this  ifland,  the  manrtcr  of  con- 
ftruQing  them,  and  the  expence  attending;  with 
fuch  other  particulars  as  may  be  neceflary  for  us  co^ 
have  in  view,  (hould  fuch  eftabliflimcnts  go  forward  \ 
and  to  requell  of  you.  Sir,  as  deputy  of  the  legiflative. 
Ailcmbly  of  Jamaica,  to  be  pleafed  to  communicate 
thefe  intentions  of  the  Council,  that  it  may  obtain  the 
defircd  information,  and  learn  what  refoltes  may  bc 
lakcQ  on  the  obje£t  of  this  letter, 

•  God  preferve,  Iffc.  lie.  tic. 

(Signed)       *  Cl.  MAKQi  i^el  rfal  S.cokro. 
*   liiwnttna^  l^th  November^  i  795. 
*   William  Dmves  Jhiitmlly  E/quircS 

Captain    Fiirquhars    Rtport     to    thi     Council    cj    the 

llavanna. 

<  \Jl.  It  would  feem  nccefTjry,  for  tlie  fafcty  of  the 
navigation  under  confideration,  to  edablifh  three 
light-houfcs ;  Ws.  one  on  the  Grand  Caymanas,  the 
fecond  on  the  Black  Key,  near  the  fouth-weft  point 
of  the  Colorades,  the  third  on  Point  Jacko. 

10  «  2f/i^.  Il 
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^  7j/y.  It  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed  the  Qovern« 
hient  of  Jamaica,  when  applied  to,  will  charge  itfiplf 
with  the  edabliOiment  of  the  firil. 

'  ^di)*'  It  would  appear  that  the  other,  on  the  Co** 
lorades,  might,  by  two  jr.^e£tqrs  placed  thus  A  in  4 
lantern  of  a  fexangular  fhape  and  fufficient  height| 
infure  the  fjfety  of  veflcls  approaching  that  Jangeroiif 
reef.  ■■  ;  ^ 

*  d^hlp  One  (if  the  fame  defcriptton  on  Point  JacVt 
would  t¥>t  oqly  be  of  great  fervicc  to  the  navigattoo  of 
t^e  Old  Stceighif,  but  (eciire  the  piflage  through  th^ 
Gulf,  and,  from  the  certainty  of  the  departure  9tt4 
Oiort  diftance,  in  a  great  meafure  do  away  the  neccffitjr 
of  a  light  po  the  Martyra« 

'  To  prevent  aa  much  as  poflibl^,  any  difappoin^ 
pient  from  the  lights  being  out  of  ord^r,  it  wi)}  bg 
beft  to  ufe  the  moft  Gmple ;  and  as  thofe  at  I^iverppp} 
have  anfwered  every  puTpofe,  bejpg  copftrpfled  frpni 
the  refult  of  numberlefs  experiments,  and  of  whic^ 
you  brnre  an  account  in  H^fchinfon's  Pr4.£li€al  Se?* 
manfhip,  they  may  be  recommended  as  the  bc,i|  aif4 
pheapeft.  If,  after  all,  a  light  might  be  thpught 
nece^ary  on  the  Martyrs,  it  is  recommended  to  fnoof 
a  fjoatipg  light  within  the  fouth  point  pf  the  Carysfprt 
Reef  J  as  it  is  on  that  (hoal  that  nineteen  pvit  pf  twei){y 
veflels  (hat  are  joft  meet  their  fate,'    • 
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No.  m. 
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EE  Votes  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  of  Jamaica  of 
the  2d  and  23d  of  March;  the  20th,  23d,  26th,  27tht 
aSth,  and  29th,  of  April;  and  the  ift  of  May,  t^^6. 
The  reader  is  refierred  to  theie  Journals,  at  they  urt 
eaCif  obtained,  being  already  printed  in  a  fmafl  Tolume 
^ublilhed  by  Mr.  Bryan  Edwards,  and  fold  by  Stock* 
dale.  They  ihould  otherwife  have  been  inferted  here. 
They  contain  a  correfpondence  between  Lord  Bal« 
canes  and  General  Waipole,  with  fome  proceedings 
of  the  Aflembly  relative  to  the  Maroons.  The  fol« 
lowing  letters  and  refolution  referred  to,  are  not  pub* 
lifhed  in  the  pamphlet,  but  are  on  the  Journals  of 
Oftober  28th  and  November  3d,  1796. 

«*  To  the  Honourable  the  Speaker  of  tht  AffemHy* 

"  Mr.  Speaker,  Apra  19, 1796. 

«*  I  have  the  honour  of  your  letter  of  the  22d  of 
April,  incloGng  a  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Afiem- 
bly,  expreflive  of  their  thanks  for  the  fignal  fervices 
performed  by  me,  during  the  late  rebellion  of  the 
Maroons  of  Trclawney-Town. 

«*  I  never,  Sir,  could  have  cxpcclcd,  that  any  ex- 
ertions of  my  very  humble  talents  could  have  drawn 
fo  diitinguiOicd  a   mark  of  condcfceulion  from  the 
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hottfe:  but|  SiTi  not  to  take  more  merit  to  myfelf  tKan 
I  ought,  on  this  occafioHi  I  muft  confefs  all  my  endea- 
vours  muft  have  failedi  had  it  not  been  foff  the  able 
afliftance  which  was  aflbrded  to  me  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Skinner,  and  the  reft  of  the  field  officers^ 
engaged  upon  this  fervice ;  and  indeed,  Sir,  I  believCy 
that  not  any  officer  has  ever  been  feconded  with' 
greater  cordiality,  zeal,  and  gallantry,  than  I  have' 
been,  during  this  very  toilfome  and  difficult  fervioe^ 
by  every  rank  of  his  Majefty's  forces. 

'*  Tou  will  do  me  the  favour  to  prefent  this  lettoffy 
with  my  mod  humble  duty,' to  the  hg.ufe^  and  to 
accept  my  acknowledgments,  for  the  verf  obliging 
terms  in  which  you  have  conveyed  the  conimands  of 
the  houfe*. 

<'  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

•*  With  the  moft  perfcft  refpeft, 

<'  Your  very  obedient  and  faithful  fervahfy 

"  G.  Walpole." 

«<  Mr.  Speaker,  April  19,  ij^^. 

**  I  am  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  aad  of 
April,  inclofing  to  me  a  refolution  of  the  Houfo  of 
AiTcmbly,  that  the  Receiver*General  do  remit»  to 
the  agent  of  the  ifland,  the  fum  of  five  hundred 
guineas,  for  the  purpofe  of  purchafing  a  fword  to  be 
prefented  to  me,  as  a  tcftimony  which  the  Hottlil 
entertains  of  my  important  Tervices  and  diftinguiihed 
merit  in  the  fupprcifion  of  the  htp  rebellion  of  the 
Maroons  of  Trelawncy-Towa. 

«  Per. 


./ 
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*<  Perhaps,  SiT|  not  any  perfon  has  ever  Bceii 
{>laced  in  a  predicament  more  unpleafant  than  that 
la  wliich  I  am  at  this  moment;  bat,  as  the  Honfe 
lias  thought  (it  not  to  accede  to  the  agreement  entered 
Into  between  me  and  the  Trelawnef  Maroons,  and 
as  their  opinion  of  that  treaty  (lands  on  their  minutes 
tery  di6Ferent  to  my  conception  of  it,  [  am  compelled 
to  decline  the  honour  which  they  hare  intended  for 
tne  I  but  I  muft  beg  of  you  to  a(rure  the  Houfe,  that 
hot  any  perfon  would  receive  their  favours  wi^h  more 
gratitude  than  I  (hould,  could  1  pofTibly  do  it  with 
tfcdit  to  myfclfi 

9 

^<  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

<*  Your  very  obedient  and  faithful  fcrv.ant^ 

"  G.  WALPOLEi 

**  l^he  Honourable  Speaker  of  the  jijfcinhly  cf  Jamaica.** 

Refolved,  That  a  letur,  laid  before  the  Houfe  by 
%It.  Speaker  on  Friday  lad,  dated  the  29th  of  April, 
1796,  from  the  Honourable  Major- General  Walpolc, 
ill  anfwer  to  the  Speaker's  letter  to  him,  inclonng 
the  rcfolution  of  the  late  Houfe  of  A(rembly,  **  dircdl- 
in^  the  Receiver  General  to  remit  to  the  agent  of  the 
ifiatid  the  fum  of  five  hundred  guineas,  to  purchnfe 
i  fword,  to  be  prefented  to  him,'^  contains  a  fhifre- 
|)feiVf)tation  of  their  proceedings,  and  is.  couched  in 
terms  difrefpeflful  and  derogatory  to  the  honour  and 
flighity  of  the  Houfe,  and  therefore  that  the  faii 
fetter  ought  to  be  expunged  from  their  minutes.* 
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No.  IV. 

^xtraBs  from  fueh  parts  of  ^*  A  Statement  of  Paff^ 
refpeBing  the  fettling  of  the  Maroons  in  Nova  Scotia^' 
{tranfmitted  by  Sir  John  H^entiuorth^  Lieutenant-Go'^ 
^pernor  of  that  province,  to  his  honour  the  Lieutenant* 
Go%)ernor  of  Jamaica^  under  date  of  the  2  Jth  JunB 
1 799)  as  convey  charges  againfl  the  honourable  Willian^ 
Dawes  ^iarrell,  Efquire,  late  Commijfary  of  Afif- 
roons. 

jjl.  A  HAT  Mr.  Quarrel^  '^although  he  ftrcnuouflf 
oppofed,  and  with  great  freedom  condemned,  the 
meafure  of  removing  the  Maroont^  from  Jamaica,  ha4 
the  addrefs  to  procure  himfelf  to  be  appointed  agent 
for  the  ifland,  for  the  declared  purpofe  of  fecuring  tq 
the  injured  Maroons,  by  his  fuperintendence  and  care^ 
permanent  comforts,  adecjuate  to  the  ju(lic^,^  which  he. 
continually  proclaimed  and  in()(ted  was  due  to  ihfitt^^ 
from  Jamaica." 

id.  That  Mr.  Quarrell  •«  prefcnted  himfelf  to  Sif 
John  Wentworth,  as  the  volunteer  guardian  of  an  in- 
jured, opprefTed,  and  fingularly  unfortunate  and  diO- 
trcflVd  people;  for  whom  an  eftabliQiment  was  to  hq 
procured  ac  the  expence  of  hisi  employers  \  and  who^ 
fmce  Surrendering  their  ?rmsj  and  a  valuable  di(lri^o| 
cot^ntfy,  where  thev  (a  terror  to  the  ifland)  refided  it\ 

^omfivfl 
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comfort  and  perfcA  iadependence,  on  the  ezprefs  conr 
fideration  of  being  provided  with  a  fettlement  equall]f 
comfortable,  had  been  ezpofed  to,  and  fufFered,  and 
were  theq  fuffering,  extreme  hardQiips  and  mifery^  ia 
(Mr.Quarreli's)  opioiooy  very  undefervedly.'* 


3^.  That  "  Mr.  Quarrell,  without  any  fdcrre,  re^ 
probated  the  idea  of  fenditig  the  Marooot  to  Sierra 
Leone,  as  a  reproach  of  infamy  to  the  people  of  Ja- 
maica i  and,  with  earneftneb  engaged,  that  the  jullice 
ind  liberality  of  the  inhabitant)^  and  legiflature  of  the 
iflandj  however  they  might  think  their  fafety  itqoircd 
the  removal  of  the  Maroons,  would  not  fuBTer  them  to 
reft  fatisGed  with  any  thing  lefs  than  the  fettlement  he 
folicited  leave  to  eftablifh  for  thofe  Maroons  in  Nova 
Scotia.  The  chief,  if  not  the  only  anxiety  ezprefled 
bj  Mr.  Quarrell,  was  an  impatient  defire  to  fee  the 
Maroons  fo  fixed  in  Nova  Scotia,  as  to  prevent  a 
removal  to  any  other  country,  or  being  difpcrfed  in 
this." 

4/A.  That  «^  while  Sir  John  Wentworth  was  exert- 
ing his  beft  judgment,  and  utmoft  endeavour  with  zeal 
and  integrity,  to  promote  the  obje£t  of  Mr.  Quarrcirs 
miffion,  by  every  afliftance  in  his  power,  and  perfevered 
thr<:  ugh  every  difficulty  and  difcouragement  In  fup* 
porting  Mr.  Quarrell,  both  publicly  and  privately, 
without  any  the  moft  diftant  thoughts  of  benefit  of  any 
kind  to  himfcrlf  ;  or  at  any  time,  or  by  any  a£i  or  en* 
dravour  whatever,  either  dire£lly  or  indirectly,  hsCving 
fought  (as  Mr.  Quarrell  very  unwarrantably  has  aflert- 
ed  he  did)  to  have  the  Maroons  taken  from  the  charge 

of 
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of  the  ifland't  agent*,  and  committed  to  his  (Sir  John 
Wentworth's)  exclufiTe  diredion }  Mr.  Quarrellj  and 
liit  affiftant,  conceiving  different  felfifli  viewsj  fecredj 
cottnteraAed  each  other's  neafures;  and  the  fpeedj 
relief  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaicai  by  eilablifliing  the  Ma- 
roons in  the  means  and  pra£lice  of  providing  for  them* 
fclves,  by  their  own  labour  and  induf^ry,  appeared  to 
be  no  longer  the  objeA  of  their  attention  and  united 
wiihes." 

5/iS.  That  **  Mr.  Quarrel  paid  toooA  to  certaua 
perfonSf  named  Cochran,  by  way *of  profit  to  them  for 
granting  him  aid,  upon  bills  of  exchange^  which 
bad  been  drawn  by  him  for  fettling  the  Maroonsa 
being  returned  to  Halifax  dKhonoured^  for  want  of 
yneans.'* 

6th.  That  *'  he  adduced  contradictory  and  anony- 
mous letters  in  his  teftimony,  and  ufed  all  the  wretched 
expedients  of  contrivance,  to  excufe  or  veil  mifconduAf 
and  to  procure  more  money  ;  and  deceived  the  Houfe 
of  Aflembly  of  Jamaica,  into  a  determination  to  the 
prejudice  of  Sir  John  Wentworth,  by  unfair  prac- 
tices.'* 

Itb.  That  <<  Mr.  Qnarrell  affeQs  to  lament)  that 
inftead  of  difperfing  the  Maroons  throughout  Nova 
Scotia,  in  different  vacant  barracks,  he  was  advifed  to 
fettle  them  together  at  Prefton,  though  Mr.  Tonge's 
proje£l  of  fending  thofe  Maroons  to  the  vacant  bar- 
racks was  never  fandiioned,  much  lefs  approved  of,  by 
Mr.  Quarrell ;  who,  on  the  firft  mention^  perceived 
the  folly  of  tb^  propofition.*' 

8/A.  That 
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ft^.  'tlut  "  Mr.  Tongc*s  fccond  propofj  for  fettling 
the  Maroons,  was  communicated  to  Sir  John  Wcnt« 
%^otth,  not  accompanied  with  the  approbation  of  Mr* 
Q^^^"^^'*  hut  the  reverie,  and  has  been  brought  for* 
l^aird  by  him  (Mr.  Q^iarrcll)  with  defign  and  unfair- 
fttfsi" 

^fi.  ^Thal  Mr.  QuarreH  '*  has  miftated  the  menfurd 
Vefpefling  the  alleged  promifes  of  Sir  John  Wentwoftb^ 
to  recommend  the  removal  of  the  Maroons ;  that  the 
p2pti  wa^  written,  after  being  earneftif  and  repeat- 
tdly  Urged  by  Mr.  Quartell,  and  contains  no  fuch 
idei,  nor  was  any  intended  :  tt  was  Tolely  to  convey 
toe  wi(hes  of  the  Maroons  to  government,  and  by 
that  fairnefs  to  do  a^ay  and  countcra£l  the  laiftruds 
tnfidioufly  implanted  in  their  minds;  it  was  done  with 
the  particular  advice  of  Mr.  Quarrell,  and  in  his  pre<* 
f(h)cej  That  he  read  the  paper ;  f^id  it  was  £air ;  and 
feproved  ibnie  of  th«  Marouns  for  wanting  any  other 
tttisfaflian  or  ftatement/^ 

\otL  That  **  the  loan  of  provifions  fot  the  Maroon?^ 
ttiide  by  His  koyal  Highnefs  Prince  EdwarJ,  is  not 
l-ightly  dated  by  Mr.  Quarrcll :  That  Mr.  Quarrtllj 
liud  his  afliftant,  were  defired  by  the  commifl'jry- 
general  to  take  their  choice  of  flour,  tlien  hndingfren% 
Several  vefltls%'* 

^i?^.  Ttiat  "  the  lots  in  rcfpeft  to  fiour,  may  have 
Keen  further  increafed  by  Mr.  Quatrdl's  purchafe  at 
^Jew-York  (  bs,  exclufive  of  conGderable  charges 
Intending  it,  part  of  the  purchafe  wasfo  badly  t:hof<rn. 
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that  It  was  rejected  by  the  Maroonsi  became  four  in 
ftore ;  and  finally,  turned  to  no  account." 

i2tb.  That  **  the  communication  between  Colonel 
Leonard  and  the  Maroons,  under  the  guidance  of  Mf • 
Quarrel!  and  his  deputy,  was  a  fecret  tranfa£iion  on 
their  part ;  as  were  many  more :  and  Samuels,  the 
Maroon,  was  clandeltinely  embarked,  to  promote  views 
and  purpofes  that  they  feared  could  not  bear  the  teft 
of  inquiry,  or  even  infpcdlion." 

i^tb.  That  <<  Samuels's  expedition  was  unautho* 
rifed  by  any  confent  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  wii 
diredUy  contrary  to  Sir  John  Wcntworth's  opinioOt 
and  tending  to  mifchief  only ;  as  Mr.  Quarreil  wat 
highly  fenfible  of,  when  he  afterwards  urged  Mr. 
Walpole,  to  procure  fomething  of  confent  from  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  and  fend  to  him  (and  alfo  duplicate) 
that  might  enable  him  to  efcape  the  ccnfure  he  ex- 
prefled  a  jud  appreheniion  of,  from  a  confcioufnefs  of 
having  merited  it." 

14/A.  That  "  Sir  John  Wcntworth  folicitcd,  and 
•obtained,  a  valuable  appointment  for  Colonel  Leonard, 
like  many  other  things  dated  in  the  evidence  offered 
againft  Sir  John  Wentworth,  is  not  true.** 

15/i.  That  "  it  muft  appear  evident,  that  the  ideas 
contained  in  the  fentimenis  of  Mr.  Quarrel!,  being  for 
a  moment  fuffered,  would  be  of  the  mod  dangerous 
confequence:  they  are  the  infedlious  poifon  from  which 

Vol.  II.  1  i  the 


(     4«2     ) 

the    French  ufurpations  hate  fpread   the  plague   of 
revolt." 

16M.  Thit  *^  Mr.  Qjiarrcll  has  inoonfiderAtelf  ha- 
zarded much  improper  remark  upon  the  Marooa 
accountSi  for  the  period  alluded  to  by  him,  as  fuch 
accounts  [to  be  tranfmitted)  will  prove  :  and  they  will 
(hew,  that  his  prediQions  are  no  more  entitled  to 
credit^  than  his  reprefentatioos  are  to  belief." 

1 7/A.  That  **  the  commiflions  dated  to  have  been 
given  to  Maroons,  were  given  to  them  upon  the 
requeft  of  the  agents,  who  gave  in  the  names  of  thofe 
for  whofe  fidelity  they  became  a  pledge  of  refpon- 
fibility,  on  the  commifTions  being  (igned  in  their  pre- 
fence ;  and,  when  the  mifcondu£l  of  the  Maroons,  and 
pf  their  principal  inftigator,  was  apparent,  thofe  ap- 
pointments were  vacated." 

i8rA.  That  "  Mr.  QuarreU  fpnt  3000  dollars  to  Mr. 
Moody,  clerL  to  the  Maroon  concerns,  with  an  invita- 
tion from  himfelf  and  Mr.  Tharp,  to  go,  on  their 
account,  to  Jamaica,  where  they  engage  to  provide  for 
him  better  than  can  be  done  in  Nova  Scotia." 
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Mr.  ^arreWs  Anfwer. 
To  THE  Chairman  of  the  Maroon  Committee: 

The  Anfwers  of  the  Honourable  VTiUiam  Dawes  ^ar^ 
rell^  Efq,  late  Commijfary  of  Maroons^  to  ExtraFis 
fromfuch  Parts  of^^A  Statement  of  FaEls  refpeBing 
thefettting  of  Maroons  in  Nova  Scotia,^*  (tranfmitted 
by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  that  Province  to  his 
Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Jamaica^  under 
date  of  the  2'jth  June  1799,  and  by  the  Chairman 
of  the  Maroon  Committee  tranfmitted  to  the  faid 
William  Dawes  Siuarrell)  as  are  fated  to  convey 
Charges  againjl  the  faid  William  Dawes  ^arrelL 

Sir, 
Having  delivered  up  the  charge  of  the  Maroon 
cftablifliment  to  the  Lieutenant-GoTcmor  of  Nova 
Scotiai  (Sir  John  Wcntworth)  fo  long  fince  as  the 
22d  of  July  1797  ;  and  Sir  John  Wcntworth  having, 
(during  the  time  I  was  executing  fuch  charge,  fre- 
quently, and  often  afterwards),  exprefled  in  the  (trongeft 
terms,  his  unqualified  approbation  of  my  conduft, 
little  did  I  expe£b,  in  the  month  of  June  1 799,  to  have 
charges  of  mifcondu£l  and  negligence,  in  the  per- 
formance of  my  duty,  in  this  fervice,  exhibited  againft 
me  by  Sir  John  Wcntworth.  Thefc  charges.  Sir, 
have  been  advanced  by  him.  Whether  he  has  fuc- 
ceeded  in  proving  tbem,  or  not,  the  committee  will 
determine^  But,  Sir,  notwithftanding  fuch  mifcon- 
du£t,  notwithftanding  fuch  negligence  in  the  per- 
formance of  my  duty,  as  is  now  for  the  firft  time 
attributed  to  me,  I  am  confident  that  I  (hall  be  enabled 
fatisfaAorily  to  prove  tq  the  committee,  by  Sir  John 
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IFentwcrth'j  own  letters  that  he  fully  approTcd,  of  what 
he  now  condemns,  and  applauded  the  rery  conduA 
which  18  now  the  fubje£l  of  thefe  charges. 

I  (ball  proceed,  Sir,  feverally,  to  anfwer  the  charges 
advanced  againft  me,  previoufly  obfenring  to  the  com- 
mittee, that  my  anfwers  will  be  given  into  them  upon 
oath,  whereas  the  charges  exhibited  againft  me  by 
Sir  John  Weotworth,  have  not  the  fanAion  of  aa 
oath  in  their  fupport. 

Charge  L  With  refpcd  to  the /r/l  chatqge.  Sir,  I  moft 
pofitively  deny,  at  any  time,  oppoGng  or  condemn- 
ing the  meafure  of  removing  the  Maroons  from 
Jamaica,  nor  could  Sir  John  Wentworth  have  the 
fmalleft  foundation  for  that  part  of  the  firft  charge^ 
unlefs  he  conGdered  as  fuch,  a  vote  given  by  me, 
as  a  member  of  the  Honourable  Houfe  of  Aflembly 
of  this  ifland,  againd  receiving  the  report  of  the 
Secret  Committee  on  Maroon  affairs,  early  in  th^ 
fe(Gon  of  the  year  1796,  which  I  am  certain  the 
committee  will  be  of  opinion,  is  not  a  fufficient 
foundation  for  fuch  a  charge ;  and  I  fubmit  to  the 
committee,  that  any  vote  which  I  gave  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Honourable  Houfc  of  Aflembly  of  this 
ifland,  ought  not  for  any  fuch  purpofe  to  be  brought 
forward  by  Sir  John  We m worth  ;  bur,  Sir,  that 
the  committee  may  be  fully  informed  of  my 
fentimcnts  upon  this  fubjcQ,  I  (hall  refer  to  my 
letter  to  Mr.  Seweil,  the  agent  for  this  ifland,  then 
and  yet  refident  in  England,  dated  the  i6th  of 
December  1796,  whereby  it  appears,  that  fo  far 
from  oppofmg  or  condemning  the  meafure  of  re* 
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moving  the  Maroons  from  Jamaica*  that  I  ftated  to 
Mr.  Sewell  the  necei&ty  of  their  removal,  becaufe 
(amongft  other  reafons)  '<  They,  though  not  many 
in  number,  endangered  the  lives  of  thoufands  of 
Britifh  fubje£ls,  and  the  fecurity  of  this  valuable 
ifland."  As  to  the  remaining  part  of  the  firft 
charge.  Sir,  I  muil  (late  to  the  committee,  that  I 
a£led  with  the  concurrence,  and  by  the  defire  of  the 
legiilature  of  this  ifland,  on  this  occafion  *,  that  upon 
my  arrival  at  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia,  1  reprefented 
to  that  Government  the  peaceable  and  orderly  be- 
haviour of  the  Maroons  during  their  paiTage,  and 
afliired  the  inhabitants  of  that  province,  that  no 
danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from  them,  as  ap- 
pears by  my  report  on  the  Maroon  eftablifliment  dated 
the  27th  November  1798  :  (Inftrted  in  the  Voits  9fthe 
Honourable  Houfe  of  AJimbly^  A.  D.  1798,  p.  116.) 
But  that  fo  far  from  my  having  made  the  aflertions 
attributed  to  me  by  Sir  John  Wentworth  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  firft  charge,  I  tranfmitted  to  his 
Royal  Highnefs  Prince  Edward,  then  at  Halifax, 
a  ftatement  (it  is  true)  reprefenting  *the  orderly 
condu£t  of  the  Maroons  during  their  paflage  (  but 
wherein,  I  particularly  enumerated,  and  exprefsly 
dwelt  upon,  their  aggrei&ons  and  criminal  conduA 
in  this  ifland.  I  have  no  copy  of  that  ftatement 
to  produce  to  the  committee,  the  original  was  left 
at  Halifax,  it  paiTed  through  many  hands  there, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  it  is  ftill  there  Extant, 
and  might  be  produced  if  it  could  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fupporting  thefe,  or  any  one  of  thefc, 
charges.  The  proceedings  of  the  Honourable  Houfe 
of  AOembly  of  thU  ifland,  on  the  fubjed  of  the 
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removal  of  the  Maroons,  was  alfo  fent  with  the 
abovementioned  ftatcment,  therefore  I  appeal  to 
the  committee,  whether  there  is  the  fmalleft  proba- 
bility of  my  having  afTerted  what  I  am  charged 
with,  when  the  abovementioned  ftatement  and 
proceedings  were  dircSt  contradi£lions  to  any  foch 
aflertions* 

Charge  IL   The  firft  part  of  the  /ecand  charge.  Sir, 
accufes  me  of  prefenting  myfeif  to  Sir  John  Went- 
worth  ^^  As  the  volunteer  guardian  of  an  injured 
and  (ingularly  unfortunate  and  diftreffcd  people." 
To  that  accufation  I  (hah  onljr  ftate,  that  when  I 
prcfented  myfclf  to  Sir  John  Wentworth,  I  deli- 
vered to  him  a  letter  (araongil  others)  which  I 
received   from    the    Lieutenant-Governor  of  this 
ifland,  (Lord  Balcarres,)  which  letter  is  inferted  in 
p.  324  of  Sir  John  Wentworth's  ftatement  of  fa£ls, 
and  which  Sir  John  Wentworth,  by  his  letter  to 
Lord  Balcarres,  dated  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  loth 
0£lober    1796,   (printed  in  Foies  of  the  honourable 
Houfe  of  Ajfemhly^  A.  D.  1796,/.  37.)  acknowledged 
to  have  received  from  me ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
I  produced  my  commifTion  of  commiflary-general 
of  Maroons  to  Sir   John  Wentworth,   figned   by 
Lord  Balcarres:  (Vide  Commijfion^  Votes  of  the  Ho^ 
murable  Houfe   of  AJftmbly^   A.  D,    1796,  p,  162.) 
That  the  character  and  fituation  I  was  placed  in, 
muft  clearly  appear  by  the  abovementioned  letter 
and  commiilion,  and  that  I  reprefented  myfclf  in 
no  other  chara£ler  than  I  was  juftified  in  doing 
by  thofe  documents.     And  upon  the  face  of  thofe 
documents  it  appears  that,  inllead  of  the  Maroons 
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being  eotiGdered  as  **  An  injored  and  Cngulxrljr 
unfortonate  and  diftreflcrd  people,**  thejr  are  there 
ftaced  to  hare  broken  out  into  open  rebellion  againft 
the  laws  and  government  of  this  iffand,  and  that 
their  lives  were  only  fpared,  and  mercy  extended 
to  them,  in  confideratipn  of  their  furrendering 
themfelvcs  within  a  given  time.  I  admit,  Sir, 
that  I  might  have  aflcrted^  **  That  an  eftablifliment 
was  to  be  procured  at  the  expence  of  the  ifland  of 
'  Jamaica  ;'*  the  beforementioned  letter  and  commif- 
fion  juftified  me  in  making  that  aflertion ;  but  that 
I  ever  faid  <<  That  the  Maroons  furrendered  their 
arms,  and  a  valuable  diftrifl  of  country^  on  the 
exprefs  conGderation  of  being  provided  with  a  fet- 
tlement  equally  comfortable,**  I  poGtively  deny. 
The  remaining  part  of  this  charge,  zs%to  my 
opinion  that  the  Maroons  had  fuftered  and  were 
fuffering  extreme  hardfhips  and  mifcry  very 
undeftrvedly,  I  conceive,  Sir,  is  fully  anfwered 
in  my  anfwer  to  the  fir  ft  charge,  and  by  my  anfwer 
to  the  firft  part  of  this 'charge. 

Charge  III.  As  to  the  ibtrJ  charge.  Sir,  I  alfo  admit 
that  I  was  averfe  to  fending  the  Maroons  to  Sierra 
Leone.  My  avcrfion  principally  arofe  from  the 
reprefentations  of  Lieutenant  Wilfon  of  the  Dover 
tranfport,  (one  of  the  three  tranfports  which  conveyed 
the  Maroons  from  this  ifland  to  Halifax),  who  had 
long  been  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  company 
trading  to  Sierra  Leotte,  and  who  reprefented  to 
me,  that  that  ftttlement  was  unhealthy  in  the  ex- 
treme, and  that  it  was  a  fettlement  very  unlikely 
to  fucceed}  but  that'^'I  reprobated  the  idea  of 

I  i  4  fending 


(    4«8     ) 

the  Maroons  to  Stem  Leone,  as  a  rcproadi 
of  infamy  to  the  people  of  Jamaicsi'*  I  aMblutelf 
and  unequirocaily  deny  s  and  to  prove  to  the  com- 
mittee, that  I  did  think  of  fending  a  part  of  the 
Maroons  there,  I  (hall  refer  to  an  extra£l  of  a 
letter  hereto  annexed,  written  by  me  to  the  late 
James  Wedderburn,  Efquire,  dated  the  apth  of  Odo- 
ber  1796,  wherein  I  dated,  <<  That  the  inereafing 
cold  of  the  weather  had  made  Ae  Maroons,  par- 
ticularly  fome  of  the  bad  fubje£ls,  Tery  peeriih  and 
difcontent,  and  that  three  or  four  famUies  had  peti- 
tioned to   be   fcnt   to  a  warmer  climate.     Thefe 
happened  to  be  the  mod  turbulent  and  troublefome, 
and  as  the  Duke  of  Portland  had  faid  that  ^he 
Sierra  Leone  company  offered  to  take  a  few  families, 
I  wm  defirous  of  getting  rid  of  them^  that  the 
others  might  be  better  accommodated,  and  more 
readily  coloniee  in  this  country."     I  therein  ilated, 
that  <^  A  tranfport  was  offered  by  Prince  Edward, 
and  that  I  rcry  readily  aflcnted  to  their  embarkation; 
when  fuddenly  the  Governor  made  them  unexpect- 
edly a  vifit,  and  I  found  afterwards  tliat  they  had 
little  defire  to  go,  &c."  For  the  purpofe  of  fatisfado- 
rily  proving  to  the  committee,  that  the  latter  part 
of  this   charge  is  totally  void  of   foundation,   in 
which  Sir  John  Wentucrth  dates,  that  I  engaged 
*^  That  the  inhabitants  and  legiflature  of  this  iiland 
would  not  rtd  fatisficd  with  any  thing  lefs  than  the 
fcttlemeut  of  the  Maroons  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  that 
I  deGred   to  fee   the  Maroqus  fo  fixed  in   Nova 
Scotia,  as  to  prevent  a  removal  to  any  other  coun« 
try,  or  being  difperfed  in  that  "  I  beg  leave  to 
icfcr  to  an  extrad  of  a  letter  to  Lord  Balcarresy 
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dated  Halifax,  14th  Feb.  1797,  (Sh  VaUs  rf  the 

.  Affimbly^)  wherein,  after  pointing  out  the  di(ad- 
vantagrs  of  the  lands  near  Halifax,  and  advantages 
of  thofe  on  the  other  fide  of  the  peninfula  of  Nova 
Scotia,  with  the  evils  attendant  on  keeping  the 
Maroons  in  a  coUeAed  bodjr,  I  ftate  <<  This  among 
many  other  circ«mftances  points  out  the  propriety 
of  feparating  and  difperCng  them,  which  will  greatly 
facilitate  our  executing  more  fpeedily  the  intentions 
of  the  ifland  pf  Jamaica."  I  mud  further  refer  to 
my  letter  of  the  15th  January  1797,  to  Mr.  Sewell, 

•  (Sit  Vaiet  of  the  Hwfe  tf  Affemhly^  wherein  a  fepa« 
ration  of  the  Maroons  and  difieretft  dcftinatiaiis  are 
lecommcnded}  the  moft  confiderable  number  is 
thait  to  Sierra  Leone:  and  alfo  to  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Sewell  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  ^ted  Gr^at 

,  George  Street,  27th  March  1798,  (Zei  Votes  of  Af- 

femUy^  A.D.  1798,  p.  36.,)  by  which  it  will  appear 

that  in  feveral  of 'my  letters  to  Mr.  Sewell,  I  paiw 

ticularly  recommended  the  fettlcment  of  the  Ma- 

'  roons  in  other  parts  of  America,  for  Mr.  Sewell 
dates  in  that  letter  as  follows;  <<  I  truft  it  will 
be  in  your  Grace's  recolle£lion,  that  I  did  mylelf 
the  honour  of  tranfmitting  to  your  Grace  on  the 
2 1  ft  September,  extra£ls  of  letters  which  I  had 
received  from  Mr.  Commiflary  Quarrel!,  recom<- 
mending  another  part  of  North  America  as  being 
in  his  judgment  the  moft  fuitable  for  their  fettle- 

'  ment." 

The  committee  wiU  alfo  find,  upon  a  reference  to 
the  report  on  the  Maroon  eftablifliment  in  Nova 
Scotia,  made  by  me  to  Lord  Balc^nes  on  the 

27th 


(    4jro    ) 

a  7th  November  1798,  {Votes  of  the  Homurmblr  Hoafi 
tf  AJimhlj^  jI.D,  1 7981  f.  ii7«i)  that  I  Atttin, 
amongft  other  things,  ftattd  ^  That  I  thought  of 
obtaining  fome  lands,  and  cfcheating  others,  which 
I  bad  heard  favourably  fpoken  of  towards  the  co»(ts 
of  the  Bay  of  Fundy ;  that  I  conceiYcd  that  dif- 
perfing  the  Maroons  very  extenfively,  was  the  only 
•  Hicans  of  difpoiing  of  them  properly  ;  and  that  I 
wtfiied  even  to  fpread  and  extend  them  in  fiaiaU 
fettlements-  as  far  as  New  Braafwick*'' 

If  iKceflary,  i  con!d  fliew,  by  many  other*  papers 
aad  documents,  that  the  difperfion  of  the  Maroons 
was  the  plan  I  meant  and  wi(hed  to  purfue,  but 
feel  confident  that  what  I  hare  dated  is  iuAcicnt 
to  invalt^te  that  part  of  the  charge  brought  againft 
me  by  Sir  John  Wentworth.  I  further  beg  leave. 
Sir,  to  flate  to  the  committee,  that  when  the  in- 
ftrudions  came  from  England  to  Sir  John  Went- 
worth, authorizing  him  to  fettle  the  Maroons  in 
Nova  Scorra,  and  he  had  fi^nally  formed  a  pkin 
of  fettlemcnt  for  them  at  Prefton,  near  Halifax,  I 
thought  myfelf  bound  to  comply  with  fuch  plan, 
and  to  give  up  my  plan  of  fettlement  to  that  of  Sir 
John  Wentworth. 

Charge  IV.  As  to  the  firft  part  of  the  fsutrth  charge, 
1  admit  that  I  might  have  afFcrted,  that  Sir  John 
Wentworth  fought  to  have  the  exclufive  manage- 
ment of  the  Maroons,  or  made  fome  affertion  to  that 
cfTft ;  and  I  conceive  1  was  fully  juflified  in  fo 
(loiiip,  by  the  letters  of  Sir  John  Wentworth  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  throughout  which  letters  I  am 

only 
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only  confidered  as  the  commiflary  of  this  ifland,  for 
the  mere  purpofe  of  managing  the  pecuniary  con'- 
cerns  of  the  Maroons,  it  necefTarily  following,  that 
all  other  management  and  dire£tioh  of  them  mud 
be  veiled  in  Sir  John  Wentworth.  An  extra£t  from 
one  of  thofe  letters  I  will  (late,  Sifi  to  the  com- 
mittee ;  in  anfwer  to  this  part  of  the  charge,  many 
might  be  dated  were  it  requifite.  This  extra£l  is 
taken  from  a  letter  from  Sir  John  Wentworth  to 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  dated  Halifax,  Npva  Scotia^ 
20th  September,  1796,  in  which  he  dates,  "  That 
the  Government  of  Jamaica  having  granted  a  liberal 
fum  for  commencing  of  the  fettlement  of  the  Ma- 
roons, aud  appointed  Mr.  Qunrrell  commlfTary,  and 
Mr.  Ochterlony  affidant-commiflary,  to  fuperinteud 
thofe  benevolent  intentions,  it  appeared  to  him 
expedient,  that  the  expenditure  (hould  be  tranfa£led 
by  them,  and  the  monies  requifite  alfo  drawn  for 
by  them  on  the  agent  of  the  ifland  whereto  they 
were  authorized,  and  a  proper  credit,  as  he  un- 
derdood,  lodged  with  Meffrs.  Milligan  and  Mitchell 
in  London."  And  Sir  John  Wentworth  dates  that, 
<^  that  mode  will  be  continued  until  his  Grace 
might  be  pleafed  to  direft  him  other  wife.**  ^  And  to 
prove.  Sir,  that  I  was  not  fingular  in  my  opinion, 
I  fliall  refer  to  the  anfwer  given  by  Mr.  Ochterloxiy 
to  the  fird  quedion  in  his  further  examination, 
{Fide  Votes  of  the  Honourable  Houfe  of  Affemblj^  A.  D. 
1798,  p.  220.)  where  he  dates,  "  That  a  few  weeks 
after  our  arrival,  I  faw  evidently  Sir  John  Went- 
worth's  anxiety  to  get  pofleflion  of  the  Maroons, 
and  to  have  the  difpofal  of  the  money  of  the  ifland 
pf  Jamaica/*     As  to  the  latter  part  of  thitf  charge, 

which 
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which  U  an  accufation  againft  mj  aiSftanl  and 
nyfclfy  for  having  felfifh  views,  for  coiuilcra£ting 
each  other's  meafures,  and  for  being  inattentive  to 
the  interefts  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  I  cannot  avoid 
obftrving,  Sir,  that  this  part  of  the  fourth  charge^ 
fp  ftrangely  contradtdiory  of  every  previous  date- 
ment  of  my  condu6l,  like  many  of  the  other 
charges  now  eihibtted  againft  me  by  Sir  John 
Wentworth,  is  extremely  vague,  general,  and  un- 
certaiuy  not  one  definite  hSt  being  advanced  in 
fttpport  of  the  aflertions  contained  in  ir.  I  can 
CNsly  anfwer.  Sir,  this  part  of  the  fourth  charge, 
by  ftating,  that  the  intereft  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica, 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  buCne(s,  and  no  private 
views  of  my  own,  was  the  conftant  obje£l  of  my 
attcntioti.  And  that  the  committee,  Sir,  will  be  of 
that  opinion,  I  feel  confident,  when  they  (hall  have 
taken  into  conCderation  the  whole  tenor  of  my 
condu£l  in  the  eflabliftiment  of  the  Maroons;  by 
which  means  only,  I  conceive,  can  the  truth  or 
falfhood  of  this  part  of  the  fourth  charge  be  properly 
determined. 

Charge  V.  In  anfwer  to  the  ffth  charge,  I  muft  ftate 
to  the*  committee,  Sir,  that  after  delivering  up  the 
charge  of  the  Maroons  to  Sir  John  Wentwortlr, 
according  to  my  inftruflions  from  the  Honourable 
Houfe  of  AiTembly,  I  was  compelled  to  remain  in 
Halifax  by  the  holders  of  the  bills,  which  I  had  drawn 
on  account  of  the  Maroons,  and  which  had  been 
protefled ;  as  will  appear  upon  reference  to  a  letter 
4?*  of  Sir  John  Wentworth  to  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
dated -Halifax  41^  November  17971  [}f\f^tid  in  the 
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Fotes  of  the  Honourable  Houfe  of  Affimbly^  A.  D.  1 798 
/.  32.)  wherein  he  dates,   "  that  it  is  much  to  be 
regretted,  (hat  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  has  not  taken 
eflFeflual  meafures  for  payment  of  the  bills  drawn  hj 
Mr.  Quarrel!  for  the  fupport  of  the  Maroons.    The 
bill-holders  decline  confenting  to  his  return  to  Ja- 
maica ;  and  the  refufal  of  his  drafts  has  fo  eff<:£lu-  ; 
ally  fufpended  his  credit,  that  he  could  not  obtain 
any  money  or  fupplies  for  them,  neither  would  znj 
perfon  take  his  bills  on  any  terms."     And  Sir  John 
Wcntworth  in  that  letter  further  dated :  «  That 
Mr.  Qtiarrell  felt  himfelf  much  injured  by  the  dif- 
honour  of  his  bills,  and  dill  more  fo  in  the  confe- 
quent  detention  from  his  affairs  in  Jamaica."    I 
mud  alfo  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  report  of  the 
Maroon  fub-committee,  {In/erted  in  tie  Votes  of  the 
Honourable  Houfe  of  Affembljy  A.  D.  1 798,  page 22%,) 
wherein  it  is  dated,  **  That  by  reafon  of  Mr.  Qoar- 
rell's  bills  being  proteded,  he  was  detained  in  Nora 
Scotia  and  other  parts  of  America,  fifteen  months 
after  his  miflion  was  confidered  at  an  end."    And 
I  (hould  have  been  detained  there  all  the  enfuing 
winter,   had   it   not  been   for  the  relief  afforded 
me  by  Meffrs.  Cochran  *,  who  in  conGderation  of  a 
commiflion,  (equal  perhaps  to  what  Sir  John  Went- 
worth  dates,}  which  I  allowed  them,  and  which  is 
there  a  very  ufual  tranfa£lion,  fatisfa£lorily  fettled 
the  bufinefs  for  me,  and  thereby  rcleafed  me  from  a 
dill  further  detention  in  Halifax,  where  I  had  already 
been  detained  fo  long,  to  the  nianifed  injury  of  my 
own  private  affairs. 

Charge 
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Cbjrge  VL  With  refpc£l  to  the  Jixib  charge.  Sir,  I 
certainly  have  not  adduced  any  anonymous  letters  ; 
probably.  Sir  John  Wcatworth  means  letters  under 
feigned  names,  if  fo,  I  admit  having  adduced  two  fuch 

*  letters,  entered  in  the  Votes  of  the  Honourable 
Houfe  of  Afl*embly,  A.D.  1798,  page  205,  and 
107,  appendix  B.  No.  9,  and  1 1,  figned  John  fiun* 
yan,  which  were  written  by  a  Mr.  Chamberlain.  In 

*  fa£l  Mr.  Chamberlain,  in  a  certain  circle,  was  as 
frequently  called  by  one  name  as  the  other,  and  as 
often  wrote  letters  under  the  former  fignature  as 
the  latter,  (Vide  a  letter  figned  T.  Chamberlain  in 
the  Votes  of  the  Honourable  Houfe  of  Affcmbly, 
A.  D.  17981  page  208,  appendix  B.  No.  12.)  and 
his  letters,  under  both  thofe  fignatures  if  referred 
to,  will  convince  the  committee,  that  the  perfon 
writing  under  thofe  (ignatures,  is  one  and  the  fame 
perfon.  I  am  not  aware  of  having  produced,  on  my 
part^  any  contradi£lory  letters.  And  in  regard  to 
the  latter  part  of  this  charge,  which  if  founded  in 
faft,  would  be  a  very  ferious  one,  **  of  my  uGng 
every  expedient  to  veil  mifconduft,  and  deceiving 
the  Houfe  into  a  determination  to  the  prejudice  of 
Sir  John  Wentworth  by  unfair  means,**  I  think  it 
wag  incumbent  upon  Sir  John  Wentworth,  to  have 
dated  what  thofe  unfair  means  were,  and  not  to 
make  fo  general  a  charge,  and  fo  heavy  in  its  nature 
without  producing  evidence,  and  that  (Irong  and 
conclufive  in  fupport  of  it ;  but  as  I  am  confident  of 
not  having  made  ufe  of'  any  undue  or  unfair  means 
for  any  purpofc  whatever  in  the  courfe  of  this  bufi- 
nefs,  and  a«  Sir  John  Wentworth  has  not  pointed 
out  even  one  folitary  inftance  of  my  having  done  fo, 
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I  truft  diat  tke  committee  tiriil  liot  for  t  moment 
conceive,  that  there  it  any  ground  or  foundation  for 
(iich  a  charge. 

Ciarges  VIL  &  VIIL  I  concelre.  Sir,  that  the  irft 
part  of  the /event  b  charge,  with  refped  to  the  dif- 
perfion  of  the  Maroons,  is  fufficiently  anfwered  hj 
mj  anfwcr  to  the  third  charge  }  and  with  regard  t% 
the  propoTal  of  Mr.  Tonge,  in  the  ^ighii  charge,  I 
know  but  of  one,  which  was  made  to  me  by  letter 
from  Mr.  Tonge,  dated  the  loth  of  July  I7f7« 
(FUe  letter  in  Votes  of  the  Honour ahU  Houfe  cf  Afim* 
bly^  A.  D.  1798,  pag£  213.  Appendix  B.  No.  %6J) 
This  propofal  of  Mr.  Tonge's,  was  made,  as  the 
committee  will  perceive,  only  twelve  days  before  I 
furrendered  up  the  charge  of  the  Maroons  to  Sir 
John  Wentworth  ;  I  therefore  referred  Mr.  Toi^e 
to  Sir  John  Wentworth,  refpe£^ing  his  propofal^ 
without  giving  him  my  fentiments  upon  the  iub- 

Charge  IX*  In  anfwcr  to  the  ninth  charge,  it  is  necef* 
fary  that  I  fhould  ftate  to  the  committee,  that  there 
was  a  verbal  promife  made  by  Sir  John  Wentwofth 
to  the  Maroons,  to  the  fame  purport  as  the  written 
one,  [T^he  letter  is  infer  led  in  the  Votes  of  the  Hattcur' 
able  Houfe  of  AJfembly  1 798,  Appendix  B.  No.  tf.) 
and  upon  fu^h  verbal  promifd,  1  never  was  confolt* 
ed ;  the  verbal  promife  was  made  in  the  winter^ 
and  the  written  one  not  delivered  till  the  May  foI< 
lowing.  I  admit  the  reading  of  the  written  promife 
to  the  Maroons^  together  with  other  papersi  by  the 
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dcfire  of  Sir  John  Wentworth,  obferriog  to  them 
at  the  fame,  time,  that  they  hid  thereby  received 
more  from  Sir  John  Wentwoith  than  they  would 
ha?e  done  from  me.  I  was  ever  delicate  in  giTing 
my  adTice  againft  any  meafuret  Sir  John  Went- 
worth  determined  on  i  and  although  I  beliered  he 
made  ufe  of  the  written  promife,  merely  as  an  ex- 
•  pedient  to  quiet  their  minds,  yet  Tnerer  could,  or 
did  approve  of  any  promife,  which  might  fumifh 
the  Maroons  with  a  plea  for  withholding  the  in- 
terefts  they  (hould  have  taken  in  improving  the 
lands  which  were  allotted  to  them  y  and  by  my 
anfwer  to  the  thirteenth  query  of  my  examination 
taken  before  a  committee  of  the  Honourable  Houfe 
of  Aflembly,  {Infer  ted  in  the  Votes  of  that  HonouraUe 
Houffy  A,D.  l^9^ipage  197.)  it  will  tppear,  «•  that 
I  thought  all  promifes  of  removal  to  be  made  to  the 
Maroons,  or  any  thing  that  tended  to  give  them  any 
expe£lation  of  removal,  were  extremely  prejudici<il 
and  improper. 

Charge  X*  With  regard  to  the  tenth  charge,  I  muft 
(late  to  the  committee,  Sir,  that  I  was  fupplied  with 
fome  proviGons  for  the  Maroons,  from  the  public 
magazines,  by  the  order  of  His  Royal  Highnefs 
Prince  Edward,  at  the  rcqucft  of  Sir  John  Weftt- 
worth  ;  that  fuch  proviGons  conGflcd  of  thhrty-two 
barrels  of  good  beef  and  pork,  and  two  hundred 
tierces  of  very  bad  flour,  as  I  have  before  ftated  in 
my  anfwer  to  qufry  fixth  of  my  examination  before 
a  committee  of  the  Honour-iWc  Houfe  of  Aflemblyy 
{VidB  Votet  ef  that  Hct/fcy  A.  D.   1 798,  page  196,) 

and 
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aiid  i  pofitiveij  icnj  that  I  hate  made  inj  niiftat^ 
Ineni  on  thii  fubje^l  ^  for  I  and  mj  aiEftant  had  no 
choice,  the  floor  wad  agreed  £ot|  in  confidence  of  its 
being  good ;  it  was  infpe£led  immediately  on  its 
being  landed  on  the  wharf»  it  could  not  be  infpeQed 
before^  and  it  then  (nroted  bad« 

Charge  XL  In  anfwer  to  the  elewntb  charge,  it  will 
be  neccflfary  for  me  to  refer  to  my  report  to  Lord 
Balcarres  on  the  Maroon  eftablifliment,  dated  the 
27th  November  1788,  {Fide  Votes  of  the  Honourable 
Hsufe  ofAffembly^  A.  D.  l^<)3,  page  118,)  by  which 
it  wiU  appear,  that  <<  our  (lores  of  potatoes  baring 
been  frozen  and  deftroyed  in  the  cellars,  commonly 

«  efteemed  froft-proofj  a  circumftance  not  ufual,  but 
at  that  time  pretty  general ;  and  the  encreafed  price 
of  flour,  indicating  not  only  a  fcarcity,  but  a  pro-^ 
bable  famine,  induced  me  to  go  to  New  York,  with 
a  tiew  of  making  fome  cotitrad  there,  which  might 
be  a  certain  and  more  reafonable  fupply  than  might 
be  ezpe£led  at  Halifax/'  I  did  go  to  New  York, 
and  did  make  a  contrail  for  fome  flour  there,  and 
moft  poGtively  aflert,  in  cofitradidion  to  this  charge^ 
that  the  flour  I  had  ftom  New  York  was  cheaper 
than  that  I  bought  in  Hallifax,  it  was  good  and 
found,  and  was  all  ufed  except  forty  barrels  of  the 
rye  flour,  which  were  fold  by  auction  for  more 
money  than  they  originally  coll,  and  the  fum  they 
fold  for  is  credited  by  me  in  my  accounts. 

Charge  Xlt  Sir  John  Wentworth  alleges,  Sir,  in 
the  twelfth  chiirge,  '<  that  there  was  a  fecret  cpm« 
Vol.  II.  K  k  municatioH 


(    498    ) 

Ihunication  between  Colonel  Leonard  and  the  IHa^ 
rooDS,  under  the  guidance  of  myfelf  and  depaff  ^ 
in  anfwer  to  which,  I  pofitively  denj  having  znf 
knowledge  of  any  fuch  tranfaction.  Colonel  Leo- 
nard was  a  flranger  to  me,  nor  (hou!4  I  have  known 
him,  had  he  not  been  introduced  to  me  by  Sir  John 
Wentworth.  Colonel  Leonard  refided  at  Sir  John 
Wentworth's  houfe,  in  the  chara£ler  of  bis  patdco* 
lar  friend,  whofe  viGts  to  Maroon-hall  during  his 
rcfidence  in  Halifax,  (for  ftveral  weeks  previous  to 
the  failing  of  tlie  packet  in  which  be  went  to  Eng« 
land,)  Sir  John  Wentworth  was  well  acqutanted 
with ;  that  as  I  under (lood  the  obje£V  of  Colond 
I^onard's  voyage,  was  to  fee  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
I  did  what  I  conceived  Sir  John  Wentworth  withed, 
gave  him  every  information  in  ray  power  refpeSing 
the  Maroon  e(labli(hmcnt,  in  order  that  he  might 
be  competent  to  give  fuch  information  to  the  DiAc 
of  Portland  on  his  arrivjl  in  t ngland.  And  in  in« 
fwer  to  the  hd  part  of  the  twelfth  charge,  and  to 
the  whole  of 

Charge  XllL  I  fljall  in  the  firft  place  refer  to  an  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  from  General  Walpole  to  me,  dated 
the  2  2d  of  Septemher  1796,  in  which  he  ftates  as 
follows :  ^*  I  have  obtained  perminion  from  the 
Duke  of  Portland  to  fend  for  any  of  the  Maroons  I 
pleafc,  this  is  the  caufe  of  my  troubling  you  at  this 
moment.  I  agreed  to  take  a  brother  of  Smith's, 
Charles  Samuels,  into  my  fervice,  and  I  (hall  thank 
you,  if  ha  choofes  to  come  here  to  me,  to  have  him 
tdwen  care  of  on  board  fome  merchant  Ihip  coming 
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to  LondoQt  "Mod  draw  on  Meflirt.  Walpole  and  Co* 
jLombard  Street,  London,  for  the  expencci  to  bo 
charged  to  mj  account.*'    I  (hall  alfo  refer  to  a 
letter  written  hj  me  to  Mr.  Sewell,  dated  Halifax 
25th  April  l^9^f  {Vidi  Voiu  9/ the    Homurabh 
Houfff  AfimUy^  A.D.  17989^^/2141)  whereiO) 
among  other  things,  I  dated  aa  follows :  **  I  fuppofc 
i^  is  known  to  fou  that  General  Walpole  has  had 
the  Duke  of  Portland's  permiffion  to  fend  for  two 
Maroons ;  one  goes  home  in  the  packet  with  Co- 
lonel Leonard."    Thefe  extra  As,  Sir,  I  contend^ 
muft  be  amply  fufficient  to  prove  to  the  committee, 
that  this  was  not  a  fecret  or  clandeftine  tranfaAion, 
as  it  is  aUeged  to  be  by  Sir  John  Went  worth.    And 
further,  to  (hew  that  the  fending  of  the  Maroons  to 
England,  was  not  unauthorifed  by  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land.  I  (hall  refer  to  an  eltra£t  of  a  letter  from  the^ 
Duke  of  Portland  to  General  Walpole,  on  applies* 
tion  for  a  copy  of  his  Grace's  order  to  Sir  John 
Wentworth,  which  is  in  itfelf,  I  conceive,  a  fuffi- 
cient juftification  for  me ;  it  is  dated,  Whitehall 
19th  0£tober  1797,  and  is  as  follows:  <'  Sir,  The 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  will  be  in- 
formed that  the  Maroons  in  queftion  came  here  by 
permiffion,  which  will  be  a  full  juftification  to  Mr* 
Quarrell :  at  the  fame  time  I  muft  inform  you,  that 
it  is  not  judged  expedient  to  give  copies  of  any 
orders  or  inftru£lions  from  this  office  upon  indi- 
vidual application*''     And    I  think  it  neceflary. 
Sir,  further  to  ftate,  that  I  mentioned  to  Sir  John 
Wentworth,  that  Samuels  was  to  go  to  England 
with  Colonel  Leonard,  many  weeks  before  he  fiuled ; 

Ska  «^t 
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that  Sir  Joho  Wcsitworth  did  BOt  oppofie,  bot  af- 
fenled  to  k»  and  that  had  he  tnade  the  flighteft 
objc£Uon^  Samoelt  would  not  hare  been  fent. 

Cbarp  XW.  With  Ttfpea  to  ibit  fiurteimb  cfaaige,  I 
adnut  that  in  my  report  to  Lord  Balcarret»  of  the 
27 A  Norembcr  1798,  {as  iy  rtfltnna  H  the  F^ietef 
fbi  Honomrahk  Hmft  rfAJfewAlj  tftbaiyearffagi  1 19, 
mO  appitart)  I  ftated  dial  <<  Colonel  Leonard  was 
recommended  bjr  Sir  John  Wentwordi  to  the  Doke 
of  Portland  for  a  lucrative  employment,  which  he 
obtained.*'  I  dated  it,  becauie  I  had  been  moft 
credibly  informed  that  it  was  fo»  at  Halifax^  and 
from  the  information  I  recelTcd,  moft  undoubtedly 

4.  beliered  it  to  be  true ;  but  I  am  ready  alfo  to  ad- 
mit, that  on  this  fabje£l  I  nuy  have  been  miGa- 
formed. 

Charge  XV.  The  fifteenth  charge.  Sir,  I  feel  royfclf 
compelled  to  (late,  is  fo  abfurd,  both  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  framed,  and  as  to  the  matter  which  I 
fuppofc  it  is  intended  to  convey,  that  I  conceive  it 
neither  deferving  or  entitled  to  a  moment's  conC- 
deration.  I  prefume,  Sir  John  Wentworch  means, 
by  that  charge,  to  attack  my  political  fentiments ; 
if  fo.  Sir,  the  Honourable  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  and 
the  whole  Legiflature  of  this  Ifland,  are  certainly 
better  judges  of  my  political  fentiments,  than  Sir 
John  Wentworth ;  and  it  is  known  to  them,  I  am 
well  fatisfied,  that  fo  far  from  there  being  any  foun- 
dation  for  fuch  an  extraordinary  charge,  that  my 
political  fentiments  and  eoodufi  have  ever  been, 

I     *  and 
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and  are,  moft  loTtl  ind  cmftitutionad,  tnd  diitne- 
triciUy  the  reverfe  of  thofe  he  would  tnfinuatc* 

Charge  XVL  With  refpea  to  the/ariSfr;i«&  chargCi  Sir, 
it  is  certainly  at  prefeot  wineceflarj  for  me 'to 
ftate  more,  in  my  antWer  to  that  charge,  than,  that 
m^ien  the  acconnti  fo  long  delayed,  (hall  be  laid 

.  before  the  Honfe,  Sir  John  Went  worth  and  I 
Ihall  be  at  Iflue  on  tins  charge,,  and  I  pledge  my<» 
felf.  Sir,  whiett  thofe  accounts  do  fo  appear,  to  prove 
(if  required,)  rfant  I  hare  not  hasarded  one  fin|;le 

•  improper  remark  on  the  Maioon  Accounts^  fbr  the 
pcrickl  allnded  to  *•  *    ■ 


.1  • 


Charge  XVIL  With  regard  to  the  commiQEions  which 
were  given  to  th^  Mkroons,  mentioned  in  tht  fevm^ 

'  teenth  charge,  I  beg  leave  to  ftate.  Sir,  that  on  the 
alarm  occalioned  in  Halifax  by  Rkherry's  fquadron. 
Sir  John  Wentworth  propofed  to  embody  the  Ma- 
roons as  a  military  corps,  (fee  frtf  anfwer  to  the 
twenty^eighth  query  of  my  examination  iefore  the  Ma^ 
toon  committee  in  the  Votes  of  the  Honourable  Houfe  of 
Jtpmhty^  A.  D.  1798,  p.  aoo,)  that  Sir  John  Went- 
worth applied  to  me  to  recommend  fuch'  Maroons 
as  were  beft  deferving  of  commifiions,  that  the 
granting  of  them  might  be  co'nfidered  by  the  Ma* 
roons  as  a  reward  of  merit ;  that' I  accordingly  gave 
in  fome  names  to  §ir  John  Wentworth,  and  in  con- 
fequence  thereof,   commllfiohs  were  fcnt  to  the 

•  I  * 

'  Maroons,  I  had  fo  named,  by  Sir  John  Wentworth 

•  When  tht  iKcounti  did  appear,  Mr.'  Q^vrcU'a  cftimatr  proved  to 

bf  much  lower  than  thry  exhibited. 

K  k  3  him/f/fi 
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H^fifff\  but)  Sir,  fadi  comm^oiu  mere  mtjtgmd 
in  tmj  ^efemee* 

Charge  JTFUI.  For  aa  anfwer  to  the  <^  charge,  Sir» 
I  beg  leiTe  to  refier  die  cooaaiittce  to  an  affidavit  of 
Mn  Moodjr,  fwora  here  the  19th  of  December 
17999  and  to  die  iiiTaioe  thereto  annexed,  bj  wtikh 
docttoients,  I  cooccire,  it  will  plahdj  and  eridendy 
appear  to  the  oommittee^diat  the  tranfaAion  alluded 

.  to  in  thia  charge,  was  a  prirate  aMicaudk  tranfiiftian 
between  Mr.  Moody,  Mr*  Thaqpe  and  myfidf,  and 
tlttt  it  was  totallj  i^aiate  and  diftiaft  hom^  and 
had  no  connexion  whaterer  wkh,  die  cftahBfliment 
of  the  Maroons, 

HaTiog  anfwered,  Sif,  and  I  tf nft  fadtfaQorilj,  die 
fereral  charges  exhibited  s^^ainft  me  bjr  Sir  John 
Wcntworth,  I  fliall  conclude  what  I  hare  to  ftate 
to  die  committee,  by  adrertiog  to  aod  taking 
extraAs  from  fereral  letters  of  Sir  John  Went« 
worth,  written  to  difierent  perfons,  both  during 
the  time  that  I  bad  the  charge  of  the  Maroon 
cftablUhment,  and  alio  after  I  bad  furrendered  up 
fuch  charge  to  Sir  John  Wentworthj  whereby  it 
will  clearly  appear,  that  Sir  John  Wentworth  did 
not  merely  approve  of  my  conduAi  but  thought  it 
(to  ufe  bis  own  words),  entitled  ''  to  the  fulled  terms 
of  his  rcfpcQ  and  approhadon.'*  The  firft  letter 
which  I  fliall  refer  to.  Sir,  for  the  above  purpoft^  is 
a  letter  from  Sir  John  Wentworth  to  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  dated  Nova  Scotia  aoth  September  1 79({, 
wbeo  J  alluding  to  the  government  of  Jamaica  being 

gtnc« 
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generouiljr  difpofed  to  render  the  Maroons  happy,  he 
ftatety  that  ^*  among  other  reafoos  for  this  opinion 
ia  the  judicious  choice  of  Mr.  Quarrell  and  Mr.  Och- 
terlony,  to  accompany  and  fuperintend  the  interefts 
of  thele  poor  people.  I  cannot  do  adequate  juftice 
to  the  affectionate  zeali  unwearied  afliduityy  great 
judgment  and  perfe£t  difiotereftednefi^  which  thefe 
gentlemen  inTariably  exert  under  my  immediate  and 
hourly  obfenration  to  effedl  the  excellent  intentions 
of  their  conftituents/'  &c*  &c. 

In  another  letter  alfo.  Sir,  of  Sir  John  Wentworth*s  to 
Lord  BalcarreS)  dated  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia  lotb 
0£lober  1796,  {Fide  Votes  of  the  Honourable  Houfe  of 
Affemhly^  A.D.  1796,  p,  37,)  after  dating  that  he 
had  recommended  the  bed  meafures  to  tStGt  the 
falutary  purpofe  of  providing  for  the  comfort  and 
prefervation  of  the  Marootis,  Sir  John  Wentworth 
further  dates  <<  which  Mr.  Quarrell  and  Mr.  Och« 
terlony  purfue  with  unexampled  zcnl,  patience,  and 
affeAionate  care.'*  And  in  a  letter  alfo,  Sir,  of  Sir 
John  Wentworth  to  myfelf,  dated  Government 
Houfe,  Halifax  17th  June  1797,  [hiferied  in  the 
Votes  of  the  Honourable  Houfe  ofAffemhly^  A.D^  1 798, 
p.  214))  after  mentioning  that  a  perfon  (hould  be 
ready  to  make  bricks,  and  build  and  repair  houfes 
for  the  Maroons ;  he  dates  ^*  I  (hall  render  every 
aflidancc  in  my  power,  and  doubt  not  of  your  kind- 
ed  concurrence  for  the  benefit  of  thefe  poor  deceived 
people,  who  have  been  fo  much  indebted  to  your 
benevolent  attention,  that  you  ought  not  finally  to 
be  fnidrated  in  their  edabliihment,  which  you  have 

Kk4  ahhiyi 
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alwiys  had  (b  much  at  hean,  aod  hoc  t  Unit 
refted  me  in  promotbg."  And  forthcr,  Sif)  is  a 
letter  from  Sir  John  Wentworth  to  Lord  Bakarresj 
dated  Halifax  Nov^  Scotia  4th  Aagdft  1797,  wUch 
the  committee  will  obfenre,  is  afier  I  had  fmrcndcit4 
up  the  chatge  of  the  Maroon  eftablifhment  to  Sir 
John  Wentworth,  {and  which  letter  ir  infirtid  in  the 
TcauoftUHmmweAkHmfeoJAjJIeml^A.D.X'i^^ 
*  /•  3  !•)  S^  John  Wentwordi  ftatet  at  foDows,  ^  It 
is  alfo  a  dutj  of  juftice  to  your  Lordflup  and  to  the 
ifland,  that  I  fail  not  to  reprefent  Mr.  Quar* 
rell'a  condud,  in  the  fuUeft  terms  of  refpcQ 
and  approbation ;  his  unrefmtted  humanity,  care 
and  attention  to  do  every  thing  that  could  be  ufeful 
.  to  the  Maroons,  and  fenfible  zeal  for  the  honour  and 
:  intereftof  his  employers,  certunly  entitle  him  to  the 
lafling  afieAion  of  the  Maroons,  and  the  moft  dif* 
tinguiihed  and  grateful  conCderation  of  the  gorem- 
ment,  and  every  individual  of  the  iiland  of  Jamaica, 
which  I  eameftly  hope  may  add  to  the  comfort  of 

* 

his  (afe  arrival  in  his  own  country."  After  ^ic 
extra£ls,  which  I  truft,  Str,  the  committee  will  be 
pf  opinion  are  fully  fuQcieot  to  prove  the  decided 
approbation  of  my  condu£^,  by  Sir  John  Wentwoxth 
in  the  Maroon  eftablifliment  \  I  ihall  only  advert 
generally  to  one  letter  more  from' Sir  John  Went- 
worth to  Lord  Balcarres,  dated  on  the  13th  of  June 
1 798,(aiiJ  tafertei  in  the  V^tes  vfthe  HomuraHe  Houfeof 
JJimUy  9f  that  year, p.  38,)  wherein,  aniongft  other 
things,  Sir  John  Wentwonh  dates,  <<  that  the  Ma* 
lOon  eftablifhment  ftill  remains  nearly  the  fame  as  I 
committed  it  to  him,'*  which  clearly  proves,  that  at 

that 
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that  time  Sir  John  Wentworth  had  no  reafon  for,  ot 
intention  of  accufing  me  of  either  negligence  or 
inifcondu£l  in  that  fenrice.     After  fuch  fentiments. 
Sir,  and  fnch  opinions  of  my  conduA  in  the  Maroon 
eftabiiflimenty  fo  exprefled  by  Sir  John  Wentworth, 
Uttle  reafon  certainly  had  I  to  apprehend  an  accufa- 
uon  from  him ;  and  how  Sir  John  Wentworth  can 
account  for  faeh  ihconfiftency  of  condu£i,  I  know 
not,  nor  b  it '  lieCeflary  fof  mc  to  enquire.    The 
decifion  on  tht  propriety  of  my  condud,    Sir, 
throughout  the  whole  of  thin  bufinefs,  I  moft  wil- 
lingly leave  to  the  Committee,  fatisfied  in  my  own 
mind,  that  by  their  report  to  the  Honourable  Hpufe 
of  Affeihbly,  they  will  exculpate  me  from  the  feveral 
charge!  feuidaoed  tgainft  me  by  Sir  John  Wentworth  ;' 
and  i  h6pe  atid  truft,  will  further  be  of  the  hmt 
opiniob^  Sit  John  Wentworth  fome  (hort  time  fince 
wMi  nitfMjri  that^lb'  f^t  from  my  haring  been  guilty 
-  of  either  neglig^nte  or  tnifeonduA  in  my  manage- 
^  tntnt  of  the  Matbons,  that  from  my  attention  to 
tfiem,  Md  zea!  for  the  honout  and  ititereft  of  this 
ifiand,  I  am  entitled  to  the  grateful  confidetation  of 

iti  governmeht. 
.'■•'.• 

W.  D.  QuARRELL. 


•  '4  *  '   < 
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No.  V. 

i$n  of  Sir  WiUmm  Scott,  bu  Majffifs  Advocati^ 
General^  im  tie  ^aUj/b$funt  rfam  Ef€lefafiical  Jun/^ 
diBmn  owr  the  CUrgj  of  JmmmcB^  im  a  iMUr  to  his 
Groci  the  IhJu  ofPortlaml. 

<<  ISt  lord  DUKEy 

AM  honoured  with  yoor  Gfaee*t  kttCTt  dated 
the  i6th  May*  tranfitnitting  to  Ae  an  eatiaA  from 
an  addrefs  of  the  Aflbmblj  of  Janiaica  to  hia  Majeftjr, 
praying  that  the  ecclefiaftical  jnriidi£Uoot  granted  bj 
an  a£l  of  the  ifland  to  the  Biihopof  London^  maf  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  pet  Cmi  exercifing  his  Ma- 
jcfty's  goTcmment  in  Jamaica  for  the  time  being» 
and  defiling  me  to  take  the  fame  into  my  confidera- 
tiooi  and  report  to  your  Grace»  for  his  Majefty's 
informationi  my  opinion  in  regard  to  the  mode  of 
delegating  the  authority  given  to  die  Bilhop  by  the 
faid  a&y  and  in  regard  to  the  perfoo  or  perfons  to 
whom  the  (ame  nuy,  with  moft  propriety,  be  dele- 
gated! with  a  Tiew  of  its  being  executed  on  the  QK>t» 
in  a  manner  the  moft  beneficial  to  the  ifland :  in 
obedience  to  your  Grace's  direAions,  I  haTc  taken  the 
fame  into  my  confiderationy  and  humbly  report,  that 
the  propofed  delegation  of  the  power  of  ecclefiaftical 
regimen,  oTcr  the  body  of  the  clergy  in  the  ifland  of 
Jamaicai  into  die'hands  of  the  Go?emor,  appears  to 

2  be 
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be  liable  (o  objedions  of  no  inconfiderable  weight  i 
for}  alchongh  it  is  certainly  truei  that  many  other 
powersy  which  are  in  England  aflbciated  widi  the 
epifcopal  authority,   fuch   as   the  probate  of  willsy 
and  the  grant  of  adminiftratlonsj  and  the  like,  are 
in  his  Majeft/s  colonies  exercifed  by  the  refpeAive 
governors,  under  the  title  of  fr£naries^  yet  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  thefe  are  powers  in  no  degree  ecde- 
fiaftical  in  their  own  nature,  but  became  accidentally 
connefted  with  the  ecclefiaftical  jurifdi£Uon  in  this^ 
and  in  other  countries  in  Europe,  in  confequence  of 
opinions  and  difpofitions  prevailing  in  remote  rimes^ 
and  have  only  continued  in  that  ftate  of  connexion, 
from  a  prudent  regard  to  ancient  inftitutions,  not 
found  to  be  inconfiftent,  in  their  modern  praAice^ 
with  the  juft  convenience  of  the  public :  but  the  im- 
mediate government  of  the  clergy,  in  the  modes  of 
ecclefiaftical  difcipline,  is  a  power  purely  ecclefiaftical^ 
and  Ims  in  all  ages,  and  in  almoft  all  profeflions  of 
Chriftbnity,  been  lodged  in  the  clergy  themfelves^ 
cither  ezdufively,  as  in  the  epifcopal  and  many  other 
of  the  reformed  churches^  or  in  aflbciation  with  fome 
of  the  laity,  as  in  churches  of  a  more  democratic 
conftitution ;  and  to  lodge  fuch  a  power  in  the  fingk 
peHbn  of  a  lay  governor,  would  be  a  noveky  in  the 
praQice  of  the  Cbriftian  church,  upon  this  matter^ 
andy  as  I  humbly  fubmit,  a  novelty  not  likely  to  be 
produ£iive  of  falutary  effe£is,  when  it  is  confidered* 
that  the  perfon  on  whom  this  authority  is  propofisd 
to  be  conferred,  will  rarely  be  a  perfon  who,  what- 
ever  other  qualificadons  he  may  poflefiiy  can  be.far- 
niflied,  from  the  ftudies  and  habits  of  his  lifcy  with 

intimate  knowledge  of  the  aatwe  and  dcrcife 

of 
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bf  the  paftoral  ofEce.  It  is  likewife  to  be  remarked, 
that  this  power  of  adminiftering  eccIeCa(Ucal  difcip- 
line,  it  propofed  to  be  gOTemed,  not  b^  the  ancient 
ecclefiaftical  law,  that  isi  bj  the  ancient  canons 
adopted  by  the  Church  of  Englandi  or  by  its  own 
modem  canons,  fanftioned  by  the  royal  anthority, 
but,  *^  by  fuch  regulations  as  (hall  hereafter  be  pro- 
vided  by  the  legillature  of  Jamuca  ;**  thereby  expofing 
the  body  of  the  clergy  to  the  hazard  of  conGderable 
alterations  in  the  nature  of  their  fun£lions,  and  fab- 
jeding  them  to  a  poffible  fyftem  of  rules,  unlnowfi  to 
the  general  law  by  which  their  duties  and  rights  arc 
afcertained  in  that  parent  church  of  which  they  ai^ 
miniftersy  whererer  it  is  eftabli(hed|  in  any  part  of 
his  Majefty's  dominions. 

^'  Under  thefe  confiderations,  I  would  humbly 
fubmit  that,  as  the  BiOiops  of  London  have  uni- 
for^ily  declined  to  exercife  the  jurifdi^tion  which  has 
been  offered  to  them  by  the  z€t  of  the  legiflature, 
the  mode  of  exercifing  ic»  moft  analagous  to  the  gene- 
ral practice  of  the  Church,  and  the  lead  expofed  to 
the  perils  attendant  on  innovation,  would  be,  if  his 
Majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed,  in  his  charadier 
of  Supreme  Head  of  the  Church,  to  nominate  three 
or  more  refpcAable  clergymen  of  {he  ifland  to  be  his 
commiiTaries,  for  the  purpofe  of  exercifing,  jointly 
and  fynodically,  difcipline  over  the  clergy  only ;  fuch 
commiflaries  to  have  the  power  of  cenfuring,  fuf- 
pending,  or  removing,  any-oflending  clergyman  ;  but, 
under  the  refcrve,  that  no  fentence  of  deprivation  (by 
which  freehold  rights  would  be  affe£led)  (hould  be 
cariied  into  execution,  without  the  confent  of  the 

Governor  I 


Governor;  fubje£l>  neverthelefs,  to  an  appeal^  as  in 
other  plantation  cafesi  to  his  Majefty  in  Council)  if 
that  confent  ihould  be  deemed  to  be  unduly  refufed. 

<<  If  his  Majefty  (hould  be  pleafed  to  ele£l  this 
mode  of  anfwering  the  purpofes  of  the  Aflemblyy  as 
explained  in  their  addrefs,  it  will  be  neceflaryy  I  pre- 
fumei  for  the  legiflature  of  the  ifland  to  repeal  that 
z&p  by  which  they  transferred  this  part  of  the  royal 
fupremacy  to  the  BlChops  of  London,  and  reveft  it  in 
his  Majedy,  and  likewife,  to  make  fome  further  pro- 
vlfions  for  aiding  the  procefs,  and  executing  the  fen- 
tencesj  of  his  Majefty 's  conrniiiTaries. 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  fs^c, 

•«  Wm.  ScotT* 

w  January  t]th,  1 798. 

«'  To  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland^ 
fcfr.  lie.  IScr 
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jIm  exoB  Sumwutry  pfibe  Reiurns  of  Imf^U  and  Exports 
fr^tittd  to  tbo  HomurakU  Houfe  of  JJfemUy  of  Joh' 
mmcttf  on  tbt  lotb  of  November  i8o2»  by  tbe  Naval 
Offu 


X  O  Great  Britain — 58,i55hh<l8.  5,722  derces,  ^^6 
barrek  of  fugar^  10,943  puncheons,  539  hhds.  of 
nim  s  28  bags,  16  calks  of  ginger;  2,221  bagSj  426 
calks  of  pimento ;  65,921  bags  of  coffee. 

To  Ireland — 2,186  hhds.  442  tierces,  952  barreb 
of  fugar ;  1,522  puncheons,  198  hhds.  of  rum ;  5  bags, 
20  calks  of  pimento  *,  65,92 1  bags  of  coffee. 

To  the  Britilh  Plantations— 112  hhds.  3  tierces, 
273  barrels  of  fugar  ^  i>5ii  puncheons,  158  hhds.  of 
rum;  11  calks  of  pimento ;  41,381  bags  of  coffee. 

To  the  United  States— 776  hhds.  105  tierces,  246 
barrels  of  fugar ;  2,980  puncheons,  26  hhds.  of  rum  \ 
695  bags,  6  cafks  of  ginger;  185  bags,  17  calks  of 
pimepto;  1,083,821  bags  of  coffee. 

To  the  Spanilh  Main — 564  puncheons,  296  hhds* 
473  barrels,  and  205  kegs  of  rum. 

Total 


t    S"     ) 

Total  from  this  port^6i  ,229  hhds.  6t2^2  tiercel^ 
2t,i97  barrels  of  fugar;  171520  puncheons,  I»2i7 
hhds.  473  barrels,  205  kegs  of  rum;  723  bags,  22 
cades  of  ginger;  2,4 11  bags,  474  calks  of  pimento; 
t2>799,595  lbs.  of  coffee. 

From  tie  OuUParU. 

To  Great  Britain— 67,726  hhds.  8,89^  tierces,  120 
barrels  of  fugar;  15,985  puncheons,  773  hhds.  of 
rum;  309  bags,  1  cafk  of  ginger;  31715  bags,  113 
caiks  of  pimento ;  5,103,1 19  lbs.  of  coffee. 

To  the  Britifli  Plantations— 130  hhds.  75  tierceSf 
12  barrels  of  fugar;  1,393  puncheons,  70  hhds.  of 
rum ;  60  cafks  of  melafles ;  14,264  lbs.  of  coffee. 

To  the  United  States— 459  hhds.  165  tierces,  74 
barrels  of  fugar ;  10,730  puncheons,  13  hhds.  of  rum; 
306  cafks  of  melafles;  1,047  bags  of  ginger;  1,667 
bags,  4  caiks  of  pimento ;  44,945  lbs.  of  coffee. 

To  the  Spanifli  Main— 4  puncheons  of  rum- 
Total   from  the  Out-Ports— 68,315  hhds.  9,133 
tierces,    206   barrels   of   fugar;    28,11^   puchcoatf- 
856  hhds.  of  rum ;  366  caiks  of  melafles ;  1,356  bags, 
I  calk  of  ginger ;  5,382  bags,  117  calks  of  pimento | 
5,162,328  lbs.  of  coffee. 

Grand  total.— 129,544  hhds.  15,405  tierces,  2,403 
barrels  of  fugar;  45,632  puncheons,  2,073  ^'^^  473 
barrelsi  205  kegs  of  rum;  366  calks  of  melafles i 

a,079 


^^79  '^Vt  *3  «fl^  ^  g*°P^  >  7»793  N^  59*  cife 
of  pimemo  ^  1 7f96i|923  Um«  of  coffee. 

The  increafe,  fince  laft  year,  if  about  4,000  hbds. 
6f  fogar;  4i5^f455  lbs.  bf  coffee ;  1^840  bags  of 
ginger. 

The  decreafe,  about  3,000  punelteoiis  of  rdm;  6^291 
bagSy  57  caiks  of  pimeiito. 

dccount  of  Horfts^  Cattle^  (5V.  In^orUd  inU  this  Iflani 

during  the  fame  Period,  wx. 

To  this  port— 1,207  hortesj  ^9343  muleSi  137  afles^ 
1^188  homed  cattle. 

To  the  Out-Ports— 1,163  horfes,  84  mules,  3  afles, 
2,43 1  horned  cattle. 

Total  imported — 2,370  horfes,  2,427  mules,  140 
afles,  4,619  horned  cattle. 

The  increafc,  Cnce  laft  year,  139  homed  cattle. 

The  decreafe,  76  horfes,  2,032  mules,  50  aflcs. 

An  Aceotkit^of  Provijhns^  Lumber^  tic,  imported  into 
this  yiand  from  the  United  States  of  America  during 
•   the  fame  Period* 

In  American  bottoms — 87,635  barrels  of  flout; 
17,083  bsigs^  9,818  barrels,  3,834  kegs  of  bread; 
9*331  tierces,  403  half-tierces  of  rice;  1,104  caikf^ 
1 0,^52  barrels^  1,123  kegs,  1,165  boxes  of  fiihi  2,025 

barrels 
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barrels  df  beefs  61931  barrels  of  porks  19214  firkins 
of  butter;  I0i773|8p7  feet  of  lumber;  14*1079584 
flares  and  heading;  8,837>300  Ihingles;  2»717  bar^ 
relsy  io>4i3  buflicls  of  peafe;  174  caflcs,  108,640 
bufliels  of  com. 

ii/o/  imported  in  Britijb  BoHmt. 

16,727  barrels  of  flour;  1,712  bags,  ^78  battelSf 
400  kegs,  15  quintals  of  bread;  x,o8p  tierces,  322 
Jialf*tierces  of  rice;  191  caflcs,  2,172  barrels,  32{> 
kegs,  87  boxes  of  fifli ;  377  barrels  of  beef;  1,873 
barrels  of  pork ;  1 78  firkins  of  butter ;  11430,722  feet 
of  lumber;  1,566,241  (laTcs  and  heading;  627,050 
Ihingles;  199  barrels,  298  bufliels  of  peafe;  63  calks, 
14,037  buQiels  of  com* 

Total  imported  from  the  United  States, 

104,362  barrels  of  flour;  18,795  '^^E^*  10,696  bar* 
relf,  4,234  kegs,  15  quintals  of  fi(h;  3,420  tlerceSf 
725  half-tierces  of  rice;  1,295  caflcsy  t3>i  24  barrels, 
1,452  kegs,  1,452  boxes  of  fifli ;  2,402  barrels  of 
beef;  8,804  barrels  of  pork ;  2,392  firkins  of  butter  ; 
12,204,619  feet  of  lumber;  15,673,825,  (laves  and 
heading;  9,^164,350  Ihingles,  2,916  barrels,  19>7I4 
bufliels  of  peafe ;  237  caflcs,  122,647  buOiels  of  com. 

Produce  exported  to  the  United  States  of  America  during 

tie  fame  Period. 

American  reflels— 12,328  puncheons,  25  hhds.  of 
rum ;  257  caflu  of  mela0et. 

V<a-  n.  X^  Total 


(    5M    ) 

i»235  bhdt*  270  tierces,  3I0  bsneli  df  fogar; 
1,382  pmidieoiM,  14  hhds.  of  ram^  49  calks  of  me- 
laflinrif742  bsg^  6  caiks  of  ginger;  1,852  bags, 
21  calks  of  pimento ;  1,128,766  Um.  of  coffee. 

TtUUifcpmrUd  U  tbi  UmUd  Staia. 

1,235  hhds.  270  tierces,  320  barrels  of  fugar; 
13,710  poncheons,  39 hhds.  of  mm;  306  calks  dE 
inelaffBSi  1,742  bags,  6  calks  of  gpnger ;  1,852  bags, 
ai  calks  of  pimento  I  i,i28,7661bsof  cofife. 


THE  END. 


*•• 


•    ERRATA. 

* 
▼OL.    I. 

Succna  Hip0fy  ofJmMkt* 

zvriii     19  ifter  alluded  inftrt  to 

jndz      s  c  fir  and  it  bdnK  r§ad  aai  bdog 

so        it  excited  rroJ  eicite^ 
atxiBi    iS        hat  rW  have 
1  9  41^/^  Jane  m/r-/  169ft 

to  pr  OD  rrM/  or 
Iix  I        Brae  resd  Brae 

Isvti        6        $00  rMi/  8000 
Ixis        6  tf/tir  coafifted  ii;/^  of 

15  tefirt  with  tj^crr  b«t  ooC 
IxvO^     I  a  fir  anof  bt  tmJ  droogkt 
lixiii    S4       marble  rMifmarle 
Ixxvi     13       toward!  rcM/ from  the 
xcri        5       ftrJckuig  rio^  finking 

/^«rjr  of  tbt  Maro9iu, 

%      6   /ar  ioportant  rftfi  important 

148     iS        Oreen  Vale  resd  Spring  Vale 

iSa  18  and  retired,  next  day,  the  iith  at  noooy  to  the  fettlemcnC 
of  Schaw  Caftle,  rt^  burnt  Schaw  Caftle»  and  (ctiC 
their  women  and  children  into  their  dc6le. 

SI  3     11        where  f««^  whence 

%i%      3        here  rM4/ hence 

a4o    14.        wcrerr^waa 

3x3      9        contained  marki  rtad  contained  in  them  mitka 
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40  ft  of  the  naXtyfir  No,  ft.  r§ad  No.  i« 

44  ft  I  dth  of 

53  i8^y<the 

57  I  inprt  though  htfire  he 

60  8  for  with  raid  between 

91       6       ,  on  the  other  $  rtsd  ;  or  the  other, 

183  IX    of  the  note,  read  than  a  planter  wonld 
19ft       6  fir  it  read  them 

X93  X9         fat  read  fnm 
Bf  ft       7        was  genenlly  f§ad  were  generally 

310  17         in  rr«^  on 

156  14        opinions  read  opinion 

38ft  X  5  ir/<  equally 

385       7  fir  the  ft  ate  read  the  prefent  ftatc 

4ft6  1 3        touched  read  aficAcd 


Lately  Publijhed 
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PERCIVAL;  or.  NATURE  VINDICATED. 
By  R.  C.  Dallas,  Efq.  4  large  volumes.  Price  i6s, 
Sewed*    Second  edition. 

««  If  nrer  it  be  pardonable  for  the  rigour  of  the  critic  to  yield  to 
dK  fectings  of  «be  momlift,  it  mud  bt  in  fach  a  cafe  as  the  prefcnt  ; 
when  his  attention  it  called  to  a  publication,  the  tendency  of  which 
It  to  fapport  the  pureft  laws  of  fociety,  and  to  defend  one  of  its  moft 
Ttlnable  inAitutiona.  Occafional  impropriettet  of  Ayle,  «  few  devi- 
ations from  the  AriA  ruks  of  compoMcii^  a  oftud  warn  of  poeti<^ 
truth. 

•*  In  the  corruption  of  charaAer,  or  a  deficiency  of  art  in  the 
OMiagement  of  the  fabl<>,  sfipear  light  fiuks  when  weired  a^nft  the 
importance  of  the  end  defiened-  The  interoh  of  the  narrative  is 
aUb  fuAcient  to  hurry  moft  readers  pad  its  faults  waLtn^  and  to 
carry  them  fmoothly  over  its  inequalities.** 

Mfmthfy  Rroitte,  yfyri/  1802. 

**  We  fliaU  enter  Into  a  more  extetiiive  examination  of  the  Novel 
before  vs,  than  we  are  ordinvily  accudomed  to  do  m  works  of  a 
lifnilar  kind,  and  for  this  very  good  reafon,  hrcaufe  we  have  feL-iom 
met  with  one  of  fimilar  merit.  We  (hall  only  makr  one  more  general 
obfervation  upon  the  whole,  before  we  precred  to  a  particolar  dif- 
cuflion  of  its  parts.  It  prelttits  the  reader  throughout  with  a  very 
beautiful  piAure  of  virtue,  in  its  mod  engaging  form,  delineated  in 
the  cleared  colouring  of  purity  of  djple  and  limplicity  of  hmgu»ge.  ** 

jtnri'Jacohin  Ret/,  jIffU  iSoi* 

**  We  mad  now  take  leave  of  this  pleaOng,  inftrudive,  and 
well- written  performance,  with  a  few  remarks  oa  its  dyle.  We 
can  fay  of  this  Novel,  what  we  have  not  always  an  opportunity  to 
by  of  the  produdions  in  general  which  come  before  us :  it  is 
Eoglifh  i  it  is  written  in  the  pure  language  of  our  country  ;  oo 
thar  account,  were  its  ether  merits  rK>t  allowed  to  influence  our 
recommendation,  we  (hould  prefs  it  upon  the  attention  of  parents 
who  allow  their  daughters  to  read  what  are  called  (but  are  not 
always  fo  deferving  as  this  of  the  title)  good  noveb.  Having  faid 
thus  mnch  of  the  work  aliogcther,  we  have  revifed  our  fcntin>cnts, 
and  aiy  happy  to  declare,  that  we  have  not  (aid  too  much/* 

Anti^JscohiM  Rev,  Mm,-  1 3ca« 


Glinted  by  A.  StnhaBj 
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